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HOUGH the parliament of Great-Bri- 
tain unanimouſly concurred in ftrength- 
ening the hands of government, for a vigorous 
proſecution of the war, thole liberal ſupplies 
had like to have proved ineffectual, through 


a want of harmony in her councils. In the 


_ courſe of the laſt year the clamorous voice of 
diſſatisfaction had been raiſed by a ſeries of diſap- 
pointments and miſcarriages, which were impured 
to want of intelligence, ſagacity, and vigour in the 
adminiſtration. The defeat of Braddock, the re- 
duction of Oſwego and other forts in America, the 


Ar. 1757. 


Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. 
Legge are 
placed in 


the admi- 


niſttati- 
on, to the 
great joy 
of the 


public, 


delay of armaments, the neglect of opportunities, 


ineffectual cruiſes, abſurd diſpoſitions of ficets and 
ſquadrons, the diſgrace in the Mediterranean, and 
the los of Minorca, were numbered among the 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
misfortunes that flowed from the crude deſigns of 
a weak diſpirited m- y; and the proſpect of their 


acquieſcing in a continental war brought them till 


farther in contempt and deteſtation with the body 


of the people. In order to conciliate the good- 


will of thoſe whom their conduct had diſobliged, 
to acquire a freſh ſtock of credit with their fellow- 


ſubjects, and remove from their own ſhoulders 


part, of what future cenſure might enſue, they ad- 


mitted into a ſhare of the adminiſtration a certain 


ſer of gentlemen, remarkable for their talents and 
popularity, headed by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge, 
the two mot illuſtrious patriots of Great Britain, 
alike Ciſtinguiſhed and admired for their uncon- 
querable ſpirit and untainted integrity. The for- 


mer of theſe was appointed ſecretary of ſtate, the 


other chancellor of the Exchequer; and their 


friends were veſted with other honourable though 


ſubordinate offices. 
So far the people were cba with the pro- 


motion of individuals, upon whoſe virtues and 


abilities they bad the moſt perfect reliance: but 


theſe new ingredients would never thoroughly mix 
with the old leaven. The adminiſtration became 
an emblem of the image that Nebuchadnezzar ſaw 


in his dream, the leg was . of iron, and the foot was 
of clay. The old junto found their new aſſociates 


very unfit for their purpoſes, They could neither, 
perſuade, cajole, nor intimidate them into meaſures X 
which they thought repugnant to the true intereſt. 
of their country. They combated i in council every 


ſuch plan, however patronized : they openly op- 


poſed in parliament every deſign which they deem- 
ed unworthy of the Crown, or Prejudicial to the 


people, 
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people, even though diſtinguiſhed by the predi- An.1757- 
lection of the ſ n. Far from bargaining for 

their places, and ſurrendering their principles by 
capitulation, they maintained in office their inde- 


pendency and candour with the moſt vigilant cir- 
cumſpection, and ſeemed determined to ſhew; that 
he is the beſt miniſter to the ſovereign who acts 
with the greateſt probity towards che ſubject. 
Thoſe who immediately ſurround the c---n; were 


ſuppoſed to have concealed. the true characters of 


theſe faithful ſervants from the knowledge of their 
royal maſter ; to have repreſented them as obſti- 
nate; imperious, ignorant, and even lukewarm in 
their loyalty; and declared, that with ſuch col- 


leagues it would be impoſſible to move the machine 


of gt according to his m——y's inclination. 
Theſe ſuggeſtions artfully inculcated, produced the 
deſired effect. On the ninth day of April Mr. 
Pitt, by his majeſty's command, reſigned the ſeals 
of ſecretary of ſtate for the ſouthern department. 
In the room of Mr. Legge; the king was pleaſed to 
grant the office of chancellor of the Exchequer to 


the right honourable lord Mansfield, chief juſtice 


of the court of King's Beach, the ſame perſonage 
whom we have characteriſed in the beginning of 
this Continvation under the name of Mr, Murray; 


ſolicitor-general, now promoted and ennobled for 
his extraordinary merit and important ſervices. 


The fate of Mr. Pitt was extended to ſome of 


bis principal friends: the board of admiralty was 
changed, and ſome other removals were made with 

the fone intention; 
What was intended as a diſgrace to Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Legge, turned out one of the moſt ſhining 
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6 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
An.1757. circumſtances of their characters. The whole na- 
tion ſeemed to riſe up, as one man, in the vindica- 
tion of their fame ; every mouth. was opened in 
their praiſe ; and a great number of reſpectable 
cities and corporations, preſented them with the 
freedom of their reſpective ſocieties, incloſed in 
golden boxes of curious workmanſhip, as teſti- 
monies of their peculiar veneration. Nothing 
could be more expreſſive of that reverence which 
E ever waits on ſuperior virtue, than the manner in 
| Which the nation diſplayed its reſpeR and affection 
for thoſe two fellow-citizens, whoſe names will al- 
[ ways be dear to Britain, while her ſons are warm- 
ed with the flame of honeſty and freedom 
| Clamour What the people highly eſteem, they's in.a man- 
againſt ger idolize. Not contented with making offerings 
5 e in ſo flattering and grateful to conſcious virtue, they 
| the a&mi- conceived the moſt violent prejudices againſt thoſe 
iſtration. gentlemen who ſucceeded in the adminiſtration; 
fully convinced, that the ſame perſons who had 
ſunk the nation in the preſent diſtreſsful circumftan- 
ces, who had brought on her diſhonour, and reduced 
her to the verge of deſtruction, were by no means 
the fir inſtruments of her delivery and redemption. 
The whole kingdom catched fire at the Jate changes; 
| nor could the power, the cunning, and the artifice 
of a faction long ſupport it againſt the united voice 
of Great Britain, which ſoon pierced the ears of the 
[n. It was not poſſible to perſuade the people, 
5 that ſalutary meaſures could be ſuggeſted or pur- 
7 ſued, except by the few, whoſe zeal for the honour 
| of their country, and ſteady adherence to an up- 
== right diſintereſted conduct, had ſecured their con- 
1 lidence and claimed their veneration. A great 
num- 
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number of addreſſes, dutifully and loyally expreſſed, 


ſolicited the king, ever ready to meet half way the 
wiſhes of his faithful people, to reſtore Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Legge to their former employments. 
Upon this they reſted the ſecurity and honour of 
the nation, as well as the public expectation of the 
ſpeedy and ſucceſsful iſſue of a war, hitherto at- 
tended with diſgraces and misfortunes. According- 
ly his majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to redeliver the 


ſeals to Mr. Pitt, appointing him ſecretary of ſtate. 
for the ſouthern department, on the twenty-ninth 


day of June; and five days after the office of chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was reſtored to Mr. Legge: 
promotions that afforded univerſal ſatisfaCtior, 

It would not, perhaps, be poſſible to exclude from 
a ſhare in the adminiſtration all who were not per- 


EZ fectly agreeable to the people: however unpopular 


the late miniſtry might appear, ſtill they poſſeſſed 


ſufficient influence in the privy council, and credit 


in the houſe of commons, to thwart every meaſure 
in which they did not themſelves partake. This 
conſideration, and very recent experience, probably 
dictated the neceſſity of a coalition, ſalutary in it- 


ſelf, and prudent becauſe it was the only means of 
aſſwaging the rage of faction, and healing thoſe 


diviſions, more pernicious to the publie than the 
moſt miſtaken and blundering counſels. Sir Ro- 
bert Henley was made lord. keeper of the great 
ſeal, and ſworn of his majeſty's privy-council, on 
the thirtieth day of June; the cuſtody of the pri- 
vy ſeal was committed to the ear] Temple; his 


grace the duke of Newcaſtle, -Mr. Legge, Mr, 


Nugeat, the lord viſcount Duncannon, and Mr. 
Grenville, were appointed commiſſioners for exe- 
A 4 cuting 
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A115: cuting the office of treaſurer of his majeſty's Ex- 


A deſcent 
on the 
coaſt of 
France 
medita- 
ted. 


chequer; lord Anſon, the admirals Boſcawen and 
Forbes, Dr. Hay, Mr. Weſt, Mr. Hunter, and 


Mr. Elliot, to preſide at the board of admiralty ; 
Mr. Fox was gratified with the office of receiver 


and paymaſter general of all his majeſty's guards, 


garriſons, and land forces; and the earl of Tho- 


mond was made treaſurer of the king's houſhold, 


and ſworn of his majeſty's privy council. Other | 


promotions likewiſe took place, with a deſign to 
gratify the adherents of either party; and ſo equal- 


ly was the royal favour diſtributed, that the utmoſt 


harmony has ever ſince ſubſiſted; ingredients ſeem- 
ingly heterogenous, have conſolidated into one 
uniform maſs, ſo as to produce effects far exceed- 


ing the moſt ſangoine expectations; and this pru- 


dent arrangement has proved diſpleaſing only to 
thoſe whom violent party attachment had inſpired 


with a narrow and excluſive ſpirit. 


The accumulated loſſes and diſappointments of 
the preceding year, made it abſolutely neceſſary to 


retrieve the credit of the Britiſh arms and councils 
by ſome vigorous and ſpirited enterprize, which 
ſhould at the fame time produce ſome change in 


the circumſtances of his Pruſſian majeſty, already 
depreſſed by the repulſe at Colin, and in danger of 


being attacked by the whole power of France, now 


ready to fall upon him, like a torrent, which had 
ſo lately ſwept before it the army of obſervation, 


now on the brink of diſgrace. A well planned 
and vigorous deſcent on the coaſt of France would 


probably give a deciſive blow to the marine of that 


kingdom, and at the ſame time effect a powerful 


diverſion in favour of the Pruſſian monarch, and 
the 
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the duke of C d, driven from all his poſts in 
the electorate of Hanover, by drawing a part of 
the French forces to the defence and protection of 
their own coaſts. Both were objects of great con- 
cern, upon which the ſ— n and m t 
ſeduloufly bent. His royal highneſs the duke, in 
a particular manner, urged the neceſſity of ſome 
enterprize of this nature, as the only expedient to 
obviate the ſnameful convention now in agitation; 
The miniſtry foreſaw, that by deſtroying the ene- 
my's ſhipping, all ſuccours would be cut off from 


America, whither they were daily tranſporting 


y were 


troops; the Britiſh commerce ſecured, without 


thoſe convoys fo inconvenient to the board of ad- 
miralty, and to the merchants; and thoſe ideal 


fears of an invaſion, that had in. ſome meaſure af- 


feed the public credit, wholly diſpelled. From 
theſe conſiderations a powerful fleet was ordered 
to be got in readineſs to put to ſea on the ſhorteſt 
notice, and ten regiments of foot were marched to 
the Iſle of Wight. The naval armament, conſiſt- 
ing of eighteen ſhips of the line, beſides frigates, 
fire-ſhips, bomb-ketches, and tranſports, was put 
under the command of Sir Edward Hawke, an of- 
ficer whoſe faithful ſervices recommended him, 
above all others, to this command, Sir John Mor- 
daunt was preferred to take the command of the 
land forces; and both ſtrictly enjoined to act with 
the utmoſt unanimity and harmony. 

Europe beheld with aſtoniſnment theſe mighty 
Preparations. The deſtination of the armament. 
was wrapped in the moſt profound ſecrecy : it ex- 
erciſed the penetration of politicians, and filled 
France with very ſerious alarms. Various were 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
the impediments which obſtructed the embarkation 
of the troops for ſeveral weeks, while Mr. P— ex- 


preſſed the greateſt uneaſineſs at the delay, and re- 


peatedly urged the commander in chief to expedite 
his departure ; but a ſufficient number of tranſ- 
ports, owing to ſome blunder in the contractors, 


had not yet arrived. The troops expreſſed an 


eager impatience to ſignalize themſelves againſt the 
enemies of the liberties of Europe ; but the ſuper- 
ſtitious drew unfavourable preſages. from the dila- 
torineſs of the embarkation. 


At laſt the tranſports arrived, the troops were 


put on board with all expedition, and the fleet got 
under fail on the eighth day of September, attended 
with the prayers of every man warmed with the 


love of his country, and ſolicitous for her honour. 


The public, big with expectation, dubious where 
the firoke wad fall, bur confident of its ſucceſs, 
were impatient for tidings from the fleet ; but it 
was not till the fourteenth that even the troops on 
board began to conjecture that a deſcent was me- 
ditated on- the coaſt of France near Rochefort, or 
Rochelle. | 
On the evening of the fifteenth aden were 
iſſued that coafirmed their ſuſpicions, and ſpread 
the utmoſt joy and alacrity among the men. Re- 
gulations were made with reſpect to the manner of 
landing; and the corps directed to attack, had in- 


junctions to march up vigorouſly to the enemy, 


reſerving their fire till they came very near, and 


then running in upon them with their bayonets: 


orders which had all the air of a reſolution to do 


buſineſs. 5 
The 


onen 
The ſeventeenth farther orders, reſpecting the 
debarkation, were iſſued; but on the nineteenth 
the whole fleet was ſurprized with a ſignal to lay- 


to, though the wind was fair, the night clear, and 


the headland diſtant about twenty leagues; in 
XZ which ſituation eight hours, a ſpace of time invalu- 
able in ſuch a conjuncture, were loſt, before the 
1 ſignal was made to proceed on their courſe, 
On the twentieth the fleet made the Iſle of Oleron, 
4 and then Sir Edward Hawke ſent an order to vice- 
# admiral Knowles, requiring him, if the wind per- 
mitted the fleet, to. proceed to Baſque road, to 
ſand in as near to the Iſle of Aix as the pilot would 
carry him, with ſuch ſhips of his diviſion as he 


render it. But the immediate execution of this 
order was fruſtrated by a French man of war's 


continuing in that ſtation for ſome time before the 
| diſcovered her miſtake, or any of the captains had 
a ſignal thrown out to give chace, AI K—les, 
© when too late, ordered the Magnanime, captain 
Howe, and Torbay, .captain Keppel, on that ſer- 
vice, and thereby retarded the attack upon which 
he was immediately ſent. A ſtroke of policy great- 
ly to be admired, as from hence he gained time to 
aſſure himſelf of the ſtrength of the fortifications of 
Aix, before he run his Majeſty's ſhips into danger. 
While the above ſhips, with the addition of the 
Royal William, were attending the French man 
of war ſafe into the river Garonne, the remainder 
of the fleet was beating to the windward off the 
Ile of Oleron ; and the commander in chief pub- 


liſhing 


thought neceſſary for the ſervice, and to batter the 
fort till the garriſon ſhould either abandon or ſur- 


ſtanding. in to the very middle of the fleet, and 


} 


111 


An. 1757. 


Some time 
loſt by a 
ſignal to 
lay- to. 


Admiral 


Knowles 
ſent to 


take Aix. 


He ſends 
two ſhips 
to give 
chace to 
a French 


man of 


War. 


2 
£9 


wp redo — 
LION 2 - * 
2 82 1 7 = * 
— —— — — es 


INS 22 


g Os 
* 
„ 


W 
1 


— 
— 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


An. 1757. liſhing orders and regulations which do credit to 


his judgment, and would have been highly uſeful 


had there ever been occaſion to put them in exe- 


cution * 


- 


On 


— 


The reader may be pleaſ- 
ed with the peruſal of the or- 
ders iſſued on the twenty-firſt 
by lieutenant-general Sir John 
Mordaunt, ſo well calculated 
to preſerve good diſcipline, 
and inſpire the officers and 
ſoldiers with that ſpirit of glo- 
ry, which is the ſoul of all 
military operations. 

„ Whereas his majeſty has, 
by his royal fign-manual, an- 
thorized me to publiſh ſuch 
rules and orders as are proper 


to be obſerved by all officers . 


and ſoldiers under my com- 
mand ; as alſo to puniſh any 
offenders or tranſgreſſors by 
death, or otherwiſe, according 
to' the nature of their offence ; 
and whereas the ſucceſs of this 
important deſcent on the coaſt 
of France, may greatly depend 
on the good order and diſci- 
pline to be obſerved by the 
officers and ſoldiers: I judge 
It quite neceſſary, . for the juſt 
execution of his majeſty's or- 
ders, and for the fafety and 
honour of the troops under my 
command, to eſtabliſh the fol- 
lowing rules and ordinances ; 
and at the ſame time to declare 
that no offender againſt them 
mall meet with any pardon. 
No ſoldier ſhall paſs by day 
or by night beyond the cen- 


tries of the camp, but with an 
officer: every man that at- 


9 — 


tempts it, will immediately be 
a... 55; 

Whenever the army mar- 
ches, the ſtricteſt order is to be 
obſerved ; and if any ſoldier 
leaves his place without per- 
miſſion from his officer, upon 
any occaſion, he ſhall ſuffer 
death. 

When any private man has 
leave from his officer to quit 
his platoon, or divifion, a non- 
commiſſioned officer ſhall be 


left to bring him up. 


All marauding and plunder- 
ing, witaout the permiſſion” of 
the commander in chief, will 
be puniſhed with death: and 
all other irregularities, or miſ- 
behaviour of any kind, with 
extreme ſeverity: on the other 
hand, the general will make it 
his ſtudy and endeavour to re- 
ward the deſerving. 

Drunkenneſs will bepuniſh- 
ed with the utmoſt rigour, eſ- 
pecially in thoſe who are found 
drunk upon duty. 

Men who are fent for wood, 
water, proviſions, ſtores; &c. 
are to be commanded by an 
officer, or non-commiſſioned 
officer, in proportion to their 
ſtation: and ſuch officers, and 
non-commiſſioned officers, are 
to be anſwerable to the gene- 
ral for their conduct. 

Officers, non- commiſſioned 
officers, and men upon duty, 

| Are 


by captain Howe in the Magnanime, ſtood to 
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wards Attack 
Aix, and ſur- 
— render of 


— 


are to be very exact and dili- 


tants of the country, under Aix. 


ent; and none are to abſent 
themſelves from, their guards 
or detachments, without leave 
from their commanders, on 
any pretence whatſoever, |, 
Soldiers of all corps are to 
obey the officers of all regi- 
giments, without diſtinction; 


and each is to do his beſt en- 


deavours to forward his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, upon this im- 
portant occaſion. 

The rolls are to be called 
over, by an officer of a com- 
pany, four times in twenty- 


four hours; two of which ſhall 


be between tattoo and re- 
veille. 


guards, ſhall have their rolls 
called every two hours; and 
whatever non - commiſſioned 


officer or ſoldier ſhall be abſent 


at the calling of the roll, ſhall 


immediately be brought to a 


. * 
court-martial, and ſuffer death, 


or ſuch other puniſhment as 
the court ſhall think fit to in- 
flict. +; 
Any ſoldier who fires away 
his ammunition, without or- 
der, will be accounted a diſ- 
obeyer of military command, 


and pyniſhed accordingly; and 
any man who flies from his co- 


lours under pretence of want- 
ing ammunition, or for other 
cauſes, will be put to death. 
A ſoldier is not to commit 
acts of barbarity, or cruel in- 
humanity, upon the inhabi- 


Officers commanding upon 
any advanced poſts, or out- 


pain of the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment. Whatever works the 
troops are employed upon, 
mutt be executed with all poſ- 
ible care and diligence. Both 
afficers and men muſt engage 


heartily in every ching that 


tends to the public good. 

The general does not doubt 
but that every part of the ſer- 
vice will be chearfully and re- 
ſolutely carried on by the 


troops, that from their beha- 


viour and conduct his majeſty 


and their country may be ſa- 


tisfied that nothing has been 
wanting on their part to pro- 
cure ſucceſs, | 

Officers, who diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves, may be aſſured of 
the general's particular appro- 
bation and regard; and he 
will moſt certainly recommend 
them, in theſtrongeſt manner, 
to his majeſty and the duke : 
and that he may have the ſa- 
tisfaction of doing this piece 
of juſtice to the officers under 
his command, he expects that 
what he himſelf does not ob- 
ſerve of this ſort, may, be told 
him by the commanding offi- 


cers of corps, with all the cir- 


cumſtances of advantage to 
the officers, 


Whatever detachment, par- ' 


ty or battalion, ſhall behave 


with uncommon reſolution, 


may expect all the credit that 


ariſes from ſuch behaviour; 


and that a juſt account will be 
given of their performance.” 
& 1 1 Such 
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Aix, a ſmall iſland ſituated in the mouth of the 
river Charente, leading up to Rochfort, the forti- 
fications halt finiſhed, and mounted with about 
thirty cannon and mortars, the garriſon compoled "= 
of fix hundred men, and the whole iſland about 
five miles in circumference. As the Magnanime 
approached, the enemy fired briſkly upon her; but 
captain Howe, regardleſs of their faint endeavours, 
kept on his courſe, till having gained the length 1 
of the fart, he dropr his anchors cloſe to the walls, 
and poured out ſo inceſſant a fire. as ſoon ſilenced 
them. It was, however, near an hour before the 
fort ſtruck, when ſome forces were landed to take 
poſſeſſion of ſo important a conqueſt, with orders 
to demoliſh the fortifications, the care of which 
was intruſted to vice-admiral Knowles. | 
Inconſiderable as this ſucceſs might appear, it 
greatly elated the troops, and was deemed an hap- 
py omen of further advantages; but inſtead of 
embarking the troops that night, as was univer- 
fally expected, ſeveral ſucceſſive days were ſpent in 
councils of war, ſoundings of the coaſt, and deli- 
berations whether the k---s expreſs orders were 
practicable, or to be complied with. Eight days 
were elapſed ſince the firſt appearance of the fleet 
on the coaſt, and the alarm was given to the ene- 


my. Sir Edward Hawke, indeed, propoſed laying 


a ſixty gun ſhip againſt Fouras, and battering that 


fort, which it was thought would help to ſecuxe 


the Janding of the troops, and facilitate the enter- 


Thich were the orders iſſued e een of ſatis faction, 
by the general, which we teſtifying how chearfully the 


thought neceſſary to inſert, as troops would comply if called 


they were received with loud upon. 


acclamations,and unuſual de- i 
4 prize 
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prize on Rochfort. This, a French pilot on board An. 1757. 
(Thierry) undertook ; but after a ſhip had been 
lightened for the purpoſe, vice- admiral Knowles 
reported that a bomb- ketch had run aground at 
above the diſtance of two miles from the fort; 
upon which the project of battering or bombard- 
ing the fort was abandoned. The admiral likewiſe 
propoſed to bombard Rochelle; but this overture 
was over-ruled for reaſons which we need not men- 
tion. It was at length determined in a council of 
war, held on the eighth, to make a deſcent, and at- 
tack the forts leading to and upon the mouth of the 
river Charente. An order, in conſequence of this 
reſolution, was immediately iſſued for the troops 
to be ready to go from the tranſports to the boars 
preciſely at twelve o'clock at night. A number 
of men of war's boats, under the command of a 
lieutenant, were appointed to attend each regiment, 
and to receive the grenadiers picquet companies, 
and in a number proportioned to their bulk ; bur 
with great caution not to overcrowd the boats. 
The colonel of each regiment was directed to land 
with the firſt detachment, if it amounted to three 
companies. The troops were ordered to proceed 
filently and quietly to the place of rendezvous ap- 
pointed for the diviſion, and then to receive their 
commands from a captain of a ſhip of war, which 
they were enjoined ſcrupulouſly to obey. Ir was 
ſtrongly recommended to the ſoldiers to imitate the 
example ſo lately before them, the cool and deter- 
mined valour that appeared in the attack of the 
Iſle of Aix. - They were required to form and at- 
tack whatever appeared before them on their firſt 
landing; and colonel, now general Kingſley, was 
: = 1 directed 
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landing ; ; with lieutenant-colonel Sir William 
Boothby, and major Farquhar. | 


However judicious and agreeable to military 


rules theſe arders might appear, they did not fail 
to raiſe aſtoniſhment in the troops. The tranſports 
were at that time above four miles from ſhore, the 
enemy alarmed far eight days, and putting them- 


| ſelves in a poſture of defence; ſeveral battalions 


had been ſeen marching along the coaſt from Ro- 


cChelle; the ſhore, it was probable, was now lined 


with batteries; the ſea was rough and the weather 
boiſterous ; the firſt body of men landed, which 


could not amount to eighteen hundred, muſt 
defend themſelves for the ſpace of ſix hours before 


a ſecond diſembarkation could be effected, and that 
without the hopes of a retreat, as the boats were 


ordered immediately to row back to the tranſports 


to take in more forces. All theſe, with a variety 
of other difficulties, were too obvious to eſcape the 
moſt unobſerving ſoldier on board. Notwithſtand- 
ing the dangers, but too apparent, there was the 
utmoſt alacrity among the troops; and every 


thing was purſued with ſo much ſpirit and expedi- 
tion, that all the boats. were filled an hour ſooner 
than the time appointed. Here they remained beat- 


ing againſt each other, and the ſides of the ſhips, 
for the ſpace of four hours, while the council were 


determining whether, after all the trouble given, 
they ſhould land: when at length an order was 


publiſhed for the troops to return to their reſpec- 
tive tranſports, and all thoughts of a deſcent, to 
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The ſucceeding days were employed, in blowing 
up and demoliſhing the fortifications of Alx; after 
which, in conſequence of a letter from Sir Edward 


Hawke, the land officers took the final reſolution. 


of returning to England without any farther at- 
tempts, fully ſatisfied they had done all in their 
power to execute the deſigns of the m—y, and 
chuſing rather to oppoſe the frowns of an angry ſ—, 
the murmurings of an incenſed nation, and the con- 


tempt of mankind, than fight a handful of daſ- 


tardly militia. Such was the iſſue of an expedition 
that raiſed the expectation of all Europe, threw 
the coaſts of France into the utmoſt confuſion, and 


coſt the people of England little leſs than a mil- 


lion of money | | - 
The fleet was no ſooner returned than the whole 


nation was ina ferment. The public expectation had 
been wound up to the higheſt pitch, and now the 
diſappointment was proportioned to the ſanguine 
hopes conceived that the pride of France would 


The fleet 


returns to 
Spithead, 


have been humbled by ſo formidable an arma- 


ment. The my, and with them the national 
voice, exclaimed againſt the commanding officers, 
and the military men retorted the calumny, by 
laying the blame on the projectors of the enter- 
prize, who had put the nation to great expences, 
before they obtained the neceſſary information. 
Certain it was, that blame muſt fall ſomewhere, 
and the my reſolved to acquit themſelves, and 
fix the accuſation, by requeſting his majeſty to ap- 
point a board of officers of character and ability to 
enquire into the cauſes of the late miſcarriage. 
This alone it was that could appeaſe the public cla- 
mours, and afford general ſatisfaction. | 
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The enemies of Mr. P—t endeavoured to wreſt 


the miſcarriage of the expedition to his prejudice ; ; 
but the whiſpers of faction were ſoon drowned in 


the voice of the whole people of England, who ne- 


ver could perſuade themſelves that a gentleman, 
raiſed to the height of power and popularity by 


mere dint of ſuperior merit, integrity, and diſinte- 


reſtedneſs, would now ſacrifice his reputation by a 
mock armament; or hazard incurring the deriſion 
of Europe, by neglecting to obtain all the neceſſary 
previous information, or doing whatever might con- 
tribute to the ſucceſs of the expedition. It was aſk- 
ed, whether reaſon or juſtice dictated, that a late un- 
fortunate admiral ſhould be capitally puniſhed for 
not trying and exerting his utmoſt ability to relieve 
Fort St. Philip's, inveſted by a powerful army, 
and ſurrounded with a numerous fleet, while no 
charge of negligence or cowardice was brought 
againſt thoſe who occaſioned the miſcarriage of a 
well-concerted and well -· appointed expedition? The 
people, they ſaid, were not to be quieted with the 


reſolutions of a council of war, compoſed of men 


whoſe inactivity might frame excuſes for declining 
to expoſe themſelves to danger. It was publicly 
mentioned that ſuch backwardneſs appeared among 
the general officers before the fleet reached the iſle 
of Oleron, as occaſioned the a—1 to declare with 
warmth, that he would comply with his orders, and 
go into Baſque road, whatever might be the conſe- 
quence. It was aſked why the army did not land 
on the night of the twenty-third or twenty-fourth; 

and whether the officers {ent out to reconnoitre had 
returned with ſuch intelligence as ſeemed to render 


a deſcent impracticable ? It was aſked, whether the 
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GEORGE II. $3 
commander in chief had complied with his majeſty's 
orders, «To attempt, as far as ſhould be found prac- 
ticable. a deſcent on the coaſt of France, at or near 
Rochefort, in order to attack, and, by a vigorous 
impreſſion, force that place; and to burn and de- 
ſtroy, to the utmoſt of bis power, all docks, maga- 
zines, arſenals, and ſhipping, as ſhall be found 
there ?” Such rumours as theſe, every where pro- 
pagated, rendered an enquiry no leſs neceſſary to 
the reputation of the officers on the expedition, 
than to the miniſter who had projected it. 

Accordingly a board, conſiſting of three officers 
of rank, reputation, and ability, were appointed 
by his majeſty, purſuant to the following warrant, 
to inquire into the reaſons why the fleet ſhould 
have returned without having executed his ma- 


1 jeſty's orders. Whereas we were pleaſed, in 


Augult laſt, ro ſend a number of troops on an ex- 
pedition againſt France, with orders and inflruc- 
tions to attempt, as far as ſhould be found practi- 
cable, a deſcent on the French coaſt, at or near 
Rochefort; in order to attack, if practicable, and 


by a vigorous impreſſion, force that place; and to 


burn and deftroy, to the utmoſt of their power, 
all docks, magazines, arſenals, and ſhipping, that 
= ſhould be found there; and to exert ſuch other 
2 | efforts as ſhould be judged moſt proper for annoy- 
ing the enemy, as by our ſeveral inſtructions to 
the commander of the ſaid forces does more fully 
appear: and whereas the troops ſent for theſe pur- 
poſes are returned to Great Britain, no attempt 


having been made to land on the coaſt of France - 
concerning the cauſes of which ination, we think it 


5 | neceſſary that enquiry ſhould be made by the gene- 
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ral officers herein after named, in order that they 
may report thoſe cauſes to us, for our better infor- 
mation: our will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby 
nominate and appoint our right truſty and entirely 
beloved couſin and counſellor Charles duke of 
Marlborough, lieutenant- general; our truſty and 
well- beloved George Sackville, commonly called 
lord George Sackville, and John Waldegrave, ma- 
jor- generals of our forces, to examine and inquire 
touching the matters aforeſaid. And you are to 
give notice to the ſaid genefal-officers when and 
where they are to meet, for the ſaid examination: 
and the ſaid general-officers are hereby directed to 
cauſe you to ſummon ſuch perſons (whether the 
generals or other officers employed in the expedi- 
tion, or others) as are neceſſary to give informa- 
tion touching the ſaid matters, or ſhall be deſired 
by thoſe who were employed in the expedition. 


And the ſaid general-officers are hereby farther 


directed to hear ſuch perſons as ſhall offer to give 
them information touching the ſame; and they are 
authorized, impowered, and required, ſtrictly to 


examine into the matters before mentioned, and to 


report a ſtate thereof as it ſhall appear to them, 
together with their opinion thereon. All which 


you are to tranſmit to our ſecretary at war, to be 


by him laid before us for our conſideration.” 

This warrant, dated on the firſt day of Novem- 
ber, was directed to Thomas Morgan, Eſq; his ma- 
jeſty's judge · advocate; and in conſequence of it, 
the three general - officers met on the twenty-firft 
of the fame month. To judge of the practicability 
of executing his majeſty's orders, it was neceſſary 
to inquire into the nature of the intelligence upon 
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1 which the expedition was projected. The firſt and 


moſt important was a letter ſent to Sir John, now 
lord Ligonier, by lieutenant-colonel Clark. This 
letter had been frequently examined in the privy 
council, and contained in fubftance, That colonel 


Clark, in returning from Gibraltar in the year one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-four, had tra- 
velled along the weſtern coaſt of France, to obferve 
the condition of the fortifications, and judge how 
far a deſcent would be practicable, in caſe of a rup- 
ture between Great Britain and France. On his 
coming to Rochefort, where he was attended by 
an engineer, he was ſurpriſed to find the greateſt 
part of a good rampart, with a revetment flanked 
only with redans; no outworks, no covert way, 


'and in many places no dicch, fo that the bottom 


of the wall was ſeen at a diſtance. He remem- 
bered, that in other places, where the earth had 
been taken out to form the rampart, there was left 
round them a conſiderable height of ground, 
whence an enemy might draw great advantage : 
that for above the length of a front, or twoor three 
hundred yards, there was no rampart, or even en- 
trenchment, but only ſmall ditches, in the low and 
marſhy grounds next the river,' which however 
were dry at low water; yet the bottom remained 
muddy and flimy. Towards the river no rampart, 
no batteries, no parapet, on either fide, appeared; 
and en the land ſide he obſerved ſome high 
ground, within the diſtance of one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred yards of the town; in which 
condition, the colonel was told by the engineer, 
the place had remained for above ſeventy years. 
To prevent giving umbrage, he drew no plan of 
* | the 
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the place, and even burnt the few ſketches he had 
by him : however, as to utility, the colonel de- 
clared himſelf as much ſatisfied as if he had got a 
plan. He could not aſcertain the direct height of 
the rampart ; but thought it could not exceed 
twenty-five feet, including the parapet. The river 


might be about one hundred and thirty broad, and 


the entrance defended by two or three ſmall re- 
doubts. As to forces, none are ever garriſoned 
at Rochefort, except marines, which, at the time 
the colonel was on the ſpot, amounted to about 
one thouſand. | | : 
This was the firſt intelligence the miniſtry re- 


ceived of the ſtate of Rochefort, which afforded 


ſufficient room to believe, that an attack by ſur- 


prize might be attended with happy conſequences. 


It was true, that colonel Clark made his obſerva- 
tions in time of peace; but it was likewiſe pro- 


bable, that no great alterations were made, on ac- 


count of the war, as the place had remained in the 
ſame condition during the two or three laſt wars 
with France, when they had the ſame reaſons as 
now to expect their coaſts would be inſulted. 

The next information was obtained from Joſeph 
Thierry, a French pilot, of the proteſtant religion, 
who paſſed feveral examinations before the privy 
council. This perſon declared, that he had fol- 
lowed the buſineſs of a pilot on the coaſt of France 
for the ſpace of twenty years, and ſerved as firſt 
pilot in ſeveral of the king's ſhips : that he had, in 
particular, piloted the Magnanime, before ſhe was 


taken by the Engliſh, for about twenty-two 


months. and had often conducted her into the road 
of the Ille of Aix; z and that he was perfectly ac- 
quainted 


GEORGE H. 23 
quainted with the entrance, which, indeed, is ſo An.1757- 
eaſy as to render a pilot almoſt unneceſſary. AW 2 
road, he ſaid, afforded a good anchorage in twelve 
or fourteen fathom water, as far as Bayonne ; the 
channel between the iflands of Oleron and Rhe 
was three leagues broad, and the banks neceſſary 
to be avoided near the land, except one called the 
Boiard, which is eaſily difcerned by the breakers. 
He affirmed, that the largeſt veſſels might draw 
up cloſe to the fort of Aix, which he would under- 
take the Magnanime alone could deftroy : that the 
largeſt ſhips might come up to the vigerot, two 
miles diſtant from the mouth of the river, with all 
their cannon and ſtores : that men might be landed 
to the. north of fort Fouras, out of fight of the 
fort, upon a meadow, where the ground is firm 
and level, under cover of the cannon of the fleet. 
This landing place he reckoned at about five miles 
from Rochefort, the way dry, and no way inter- 
cepted by ditches and moraſſes. Great part of the 

city was encompaſſed by a wall; but towards the 
river on both ſides, for about fixty paces, it was 
inclaſed only with palliſades, without a foſſe. 
To the intelligence of colonel Clark and Thier- 
ry, the miniſtry added a ſecret account obtained 
of the ſtrength and diftribution of the French 
forces; whence it appeared highly probable, that 
not more than ten thouſand men could be allowed 
for the defence of the whole coaſt, from St. Valery 

to Bourdeaux. 

In conſequence of the above information the 
ſecret expedition was planned; inſtructions given 
to Sir John Mordaunt and admiral Hawke to make 
a vigorous impreſſion on the French coaſt, and all 
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Au. 1757. the other meaſures projected, which it was ima- 


gined would make an effectual diverſion, by oblig- 


ing the enemy to employ a great part of their 
forces at home, diſturb and ſhake the credit of 


their public loans, impair the ſtrength and re- 


ſources of their navy, - diſconcert their extenſive 
and dangerous operations of war, and finally, give 
life, ſtrength, and luſtre to the common cauſe and 


his majeſty s arms. 


The board of inquiry took next into conſidera- 
tion the ſeveral letters and explanatory inſtructions 


ſent to Sir John Mordaunt, in conſequence of ſome 


difficulties which might poſſibly occur, ſtated by 


that general in letters to the miniſter, previous to 


his ſailing. Then they examined the report made 
to Sir Edward Hawke by Admiral Broderick, and 
the captains of men of war ſent to ſound the 
French ſhore from Rochelle to fort Fouras, dated 
September the twenty-ninth; the reſult of the 
councils of war on the twenty- fifth and twenty- 
eighth; Sir Edward Hawke's letter to Sir John 
Mordaunt on the twenty- ſeventh, and the general's 
anſwer on the twenty - ninth: after which Sir John 
Mordaunt was called upon to give his reaſons for 
not pptting his majeſty's inſtructions and orders in 
execution. This he did in ſubſtance as follows: 
The attempt on Rochefort, he underſtood, was to 


have been on the footing of a coup de main, or 


ſurprize, which it would be impoſſible to execute, 
if the deſign was diſcovered, or the alarm taken. 
He alſo efiderſtood that an attempt could not be 
made, nay, that his majeſty did not require it 
ſhould, unleſs a proper place for debarking, and a 


ſafe retreat for the troops, was diſcovered ; parti- 
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calarly where the ſhips could protect them, and a An.1757. 


ſafe communication with the fleet, and conveyance 
of ſupplies from it, was found, His ſentiments, 
he ſaid, were confirmed by a paper to this purpoſe, 
delivered to him by Sir John Ligonier, on his firſt 
being appointed to command the expedition. It 
was likewiſe probable, he thought, that although 
Rochefort ſhould have remained in the ſituation in 
which colonel Clark and the pilot Thierry had ſeen 
it three years before, yet that a few days prepa- 
ration could make it ſufficiently defenſible againſt a 
coup de main. Judging, therefore, the depen- 


dance on ſuch an operation alone improper, he ap- 


plied to the miniſtry for two more old battalions, 
and artillery for a regular attack to {orce the place; 
which from its conſtruction, appeared as difficult 
to be made defenſible againſt the latter, as eaſily 
ſecured againſt the former. But this requeſt being 
refuſed, he ſtill thought it his duty to obey his or- 
ders on the footing the expedition was planned, 
eſpecially as he underſtood his inſtructions were 
diſcretionary, regarding the circumſtances of the 
time, the condition of the place, and the nature 


of the ſervice, He recited the poſitive and cre- 


dible intelligence received, as well before the em- 
barkation as during the voyage, of the alarm given 
to France, and the preparations made along the 
French coaſts from Breſt and St. Malo's to Roche- 
fort : the accidents that kept the fleet hovering 
along the coaſts, and prevented the poſſibility of 
an attempt by ſurprize : the reports of all the gen- 
tlemen employed in ſounding the coaſts, ſo con- 
trary to the intelligence given by Thierry the pilot: 
the opinion of the council of war, by which he was 

5 enjoined 
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into execution. 
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enjoined to act, and with which his own judgment 
concurred : the endeavours uſed, after the twenty- 
ſixth, to find out ſome expedient for annoying the 
enemy, and executing his majeſty's inſtructions : 


the attempt made to land, in conſequence of the | 


reſolution of the ſecond council of war, which was 
prevented by boifterous and ſtormy weather: and, 
laſtly, the reaſons that determined him, in concert 
with the other land-officers, to return to England. 
_ Having conſidered all theſe circumſtances, and 
examined ſeveral officers who ſerved in the expedi- 
tion, the court of inquiry gave in the following 
report to his majeſty ; a report, at that time, deem- 
ed equivocal, artful, and unfatisfattory. + 

It appears to us, that one cauſe of the expe- 
dition having failed, is the not attacking fort Fou- 
ras by ſea, at the ſame time that it could have 
been attacked by land, agreeable to the firſt deſign, 
which certainly muſt have been of the greateſt uti- 
lity towards carrying your majeſty's inſtructions 
It was at firſt reſolved by admiral 
Hawke (Thierry, the pilot, having undertaken the 
ſafe conduct of a ſhip to fort Fouras for that pur- 
poſe), but afterwards laid aſide, upon the repre- 
ſentation of vice-admiral Knowles, that the Bar- 
fleur, the ſhip deſigned for that ſervice, was on 
ground, at the diſtance of between four and five 
miles from the ſhore : but as neither Sir Edward 
Hawke or the pilot could attend to give any in- 
formation upon that head, we cannot preſume to 
offer any certain opinion thereupon. 


% We conceive another cauſe of the failure of the 


expedition to have been, that inſtead of attempt- 


ing to land, when the report was received, on the 


twenty 
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GEORGE II. 


twenty. unh of September, from rear-admiral An. 17577 
Broderick, and the captains who had been ſent out 
to ſound and reconnoitre, a council of war was 


ſummoned and held on the twenty-fifth ; in which 
it was unanimouſly r reſolved not to land, as the at- 
tempt on Rochefort was neither adviſeable nor 
practicable: but it does not appear to us, that 
there were then, or at any time afterwards, either 
a body of troops or batteries on ſhore ſufficient to 
have prevented the attempting a deſcent, in pur- 
ſuance of the inſtructions ſigned by your majeſty : 


neither does it appear to us, that there were any 


reaſons ſufficient to induce the council of war to 
believe that Rochefort was ſo changed, in re- 
ſpect of its ſtrength, or poſture of defence, ſince 
the expedition was firſt reſolved on in England, as 


to prevent all attempts of an attack upon the 


place, in order to burn and deſtroy the docks, ma- 
gazines, arſenals, and ſhipping, in. obedience to 


your majeſty? s command, 


„And we think ourſelves obliged to remark, 
in the council of war on the twenty eighth of Sep- 
tember, that no reaſon could have exited ſufficient 
to prevent the attempt of landing the troops, as 
the council then unanimouſly reſolved to land with 
all poſſible diſpatch. 

e We beg leave allo to remark, that after its 
being unanimouſly reſolved to land, in the council 
of war of the twenty-eighth of September, the re- 
ſolution was taken of returning to England, with- 
out any regular or general meeting of the ſaid 
council: but, as the whole operation was of ſo in- 
conſiderable a nature, we do not offer this to your 
majeſty aSa cauſe of 00 failure of the expedition; 


ſince 
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An.1757- ſince we cannot but look upon the expedition to 


Reflecti- 
ons on the 
report. 


have failed from the time the great object of it 
was laid aſide, in the council of war of the twenty - 


fifth.“ 


However vague, and even inconſiſtent, this re- 
port, ſigned by the general officers Marlborough, 


. Sackville, and Waldegrave, might appear to many 


perſons, it probably laid the foundation for the 
court-martial which ſat ſoon after upon the conduct 
of the commander in chief on the expedition. 
The enemies of the m---r made a handle of it, to 
leſſen him in the eſteem of the public, by laying 


the whole blame on his forming a project fo ex- 


penſive to the nation, on intelligence not only 
flight at the firſt view, but falſe upon farther exa- 
mination, But the people were ſtill his advocates : 
they diſcerned ſomething myſterious in the whole 
conduct of the commander | in chief. They plain- 
ly perceived that caution took place of vigour, and 
that the hours for action were ſpent in delibera- 


tions and councils of war. Had he debarked the | 


troops, and made ſuch an attack as would have 
diſtinguiſhed his courage, the voice of the people 
would have acquitted him, however unſucceſsful, 


though prudence perhaps might have condemned L | 


him. Even Braddock's raſhnefs they deemed pre- 
ferable to M---'s inaCtivity : the loſs of ſo many 
brave lives was thought leſs injurious and diſgrace- 
ful to the nation, than the too ſafe return of the 
preſent armament. The* one demonſtrated that 
the Britiſh ſpirit ill exiſted ; the other ſeemed to 
indicate the too powerful influence of wealth, luxu- 
ry, and thoſe manners which tend to debauch and 
emaſculate the mind. A public trial of the com- 
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mander in chief was expected by the people, and it An. 1757. 
was graciouſly granted by his majeſty, It is even 
thoaght that Sir John Mordaunt himſelf demanded 
to have his conduct ſcrutinized, by which method 


alone he was ſenſible his character could be re- 


eſtabliſhed. His majeſty's warrant for holding a A court- 
court-martial was' accordingly ſigned on the third martial is 
day of December. The court was compoſed of 1 
nine lieutenant- generals, nine major- generals, and johnMor- 
three colonels, who ſat on the fourteenth, and con- daunt. 
tinued by ſeveral adjournments to the twentieth. 

Lieutenant-general Sir John Mordaunt came 
- priſoner before the court, and the following charge 
was exhibited againſt him; namely, That he being 
appointed by.the king commander in chief of his 
majeſty*s forces ſent on an expedition to the coaſt 
of France, and having received orders and in- 
ſtructions relative thereto from his majeſty, under 
his royal ſign- manual, and alſo by one of his prin- 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate, hath diſobeyed his majeſ- 
ty's ſaid orders and inſtructions. The proceedings 
of this court were nearly ſimilar to thoſe of the court 
of inquiry. The ſame evidences were examined, 
with the addition of Sir Edward Hawke's depoſition; 
and a defence, differing in no eſſential point from 
the former, made by the priſoner ; but the judg- 
ment given was clear and explicit. Sir John Mor- 
daunt was unanimouſly found Not guilty, and 
therefore acquitted, while the public opinion re- 
mained unaltered ; and many perſons inveighed as 
bitterly againſt the lenity of the preſent court- 
martial, as they had formerly againſt the ſeverity 
of the ſentence paſſed upon a late unfortunate ad- 
mira], The evidence of one gentleman in parti- 
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could not mention before, without breaking the 
thread of our narration. 


Squadron 
of men of 
war ſent 
to the 


Eaſt and 


Weſt-In- 
dies. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


cular, drew attention: he was accuſed of tergiver- 


ſation, and of ſhewing that partial indulgence 


which his own conduct required. He publicly de- 


fended his character: his performance was cen- 
ſured, and himſelf diſmiſſed the ſervice by his 
ſ——n. _ eg Fa: 

Beſides the diverſion intended by a deſcent on 


the coaſt of France, ſeveral other methods were 
employed to amule the enemy, as well as to pro- 


tect the trade of the kingdom, ſecure our colonies 
in the Weſt Indies, and inſure the continuance of 
the extraordinary ſucceſs which had lately bleſſed 
his majeſty's arms in the Eaſt Indies ; but theſe we 


On the niath of February admiral Weſt failed 
with a ſquadron of men of war, to the weſtward ; 
as did admiral Coates with the fleet under his con- 
voy to the Welt Indies; and commodore Stevens 
with the trade to the Eaſt Indies, in the month 
of March. Admiral Holbourn and commodore 
Holmes, with eleven ſhips of the line, a fireſhip, 
bomb-ketch, and fifty tranſports, failed from St. 
Helen's for America in April. The admiral had 
on board fix thouſand two hundred effective men, 
excluſive of officers, under the command of gene- 
ral Hopſon, aſſiſted by lord Charles Hay. In May 

admiral Oſborn, forced back to Plymouth with 
his ſquadron by ſtreſs of weather, ſet fail for the 
Mediterranean ; as did two ſhips of war fent to 
convoy the American trade. 

In the mean time the privateers fitted out by 
private merchants, and ſocieties, greatly annoyed 
the French commerce. The Antigallican, a pri- 
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4 GEORGE @&@- : 

"IT vate ſhip of war, equipped by a ſociety of gentle- 
men who aſſumed that name, took the duke de 
4 Penthievre Indiaman off the port of Corunna, and 
a carried her into Cadiz. The prize was eſtimated 
'Z worth two hundred thouſand pounds; and imme- 
XZ diate application was made by France to the court 
of Spain for reſtitution, while the proprietors of 


4 the Antigallican were ſquandering in mirth, feſti- 


vity, and riot, the imaginary wealth, ſo eaſily and 
iT unexpectedly acquired. Such were the remon- 
ZZ ftrances made to his Catholic majeſty, with reſpect 
to the illegality of the prize, which the French 
XZ Faſt India company aſſerted was taken within ſhot 
of a neutral port, that the Penthievre was firſt vio- 
l lently wreſted out of the hands of the captors, then 
iT detained as a depoſit, with ſealed hatches, and a 


MF Spaniſh guard on board, *till the claims of both 


1 parties could be examined, and at laſt adjudged 


do be an illegal capture, and conſequently reſtored 


to the French, to the great diſappointment of the 
"XX owners of the privateer. Beſides the ſucceſs which 
2 attended a great number of other privateers, the 
lords of the admiralty publiſhed a liſt of above 
f thirty ſhips of war and privateers taken from the 
enemy, in the ſpace of four months, by the Engliſh 
+ floops and men of war; excluſive of the Duke de 
Aquitaine Indiaman, now fitted out as a ſhip of 
war, taken by the Eagle and Medway ; the Pondi- 


thouſand pounds, taken by the Dover man of war; 
X73 20d above ſix privateers brought into port by the 
diligent and brave captain Lockart, for which he 
was honoured with a variety of preſents of plate 
1 by ſeveral corporations in teſtimony of their eſteem 

| 1 


cherry Indiaman, valued at one hundred and ſixty 
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An.1757. and regard. This run of good fortune was not, 
however, without fome retribution on the ſide f 


the enemy, who, out of twenty-one ſhips home- 


ward bound from Carolina, made prize of nine 
teen; whence the merchants ſuſtained conſider- 
able damage, and a great quantity of valuable 
commodities, indigo in particular, was loſt to this 


country. 
Notwithſtanding the large imports of grain from 


different parts of Europe and America, the artifice | 
Cee! of engroſſers ſtill kept up the price of corn. So 1 

incenſed were the populace at the iniquitous com- 
binarions entered upon to fruſtrate the endeavours 


of the legiſlature, and to oppreſs the poor, that 1 


they aroſe in a tumultuous manner in ſeveral coun- 


ties, ſometimes to the number of five or ſix thou - 


ſand, and ſeized upon the grain,brought to mar- 
ket. Nor was it indeed to be wondered at, conſi- 


dering the diſtreſs to which many perſons were re- 
duced. The difficulty of obtalning the neceffaries 
of life raiſed the price of labour, at the moſt unſea- 
ſonable time, when all manufacturers were over 
ſtocked for want of a proper market, which obliged 


them to diſmiſs above half the hands before, em- 


ployed. Hence aroſe the moſt pitiable condition 
of ſeveral thouſand of uſeful induſtrious ſubjects; 
a calamity attended only with one advantage to the . 


public, namely, the facility with which recruits 
were raiſed for his majeſty's ſervice. . At laſt the 1 


plentiful crops, with which it pleaſed Providence 
to bleſs theſe kingdoms, the prodigious quantities 


of corn imported from foreign countries, and the 7 


wiſe meaſures of the legiſlature, broke all the vi- 


lainous ſchemes ſet on foot by foreſtallers and en- 3 
groſſers, 
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1 odere and reduced the price of corn to the uſual An. 1757 


ſtandard. The public joy on this event was great» 
15 augmented by the ſafe arrival of the fleet from 


J I the Leeward Iſlands, conſiſting of ninety-two fail; 


and of the Streights fleet, eſteemed worth three ü 
millions ſterling, whereby the ſilk manufacturers 
in particular were again employed, and their dil- 
T crefies relieved. About the ſame time the India 
— was highly elated with the joyful account 


of the ſafe arrival and ſpirited conduct of three of 
1 L | their captains, attacked in their paſſage homeward 
3 by two French men of war, one of ſixty-four, the 

1 of twenty-lix guns. After a warm engage- 


ment, which continued for three hours, "they 


; e the French ſhips to ſheer off, with ſcarce 


any loſs on their own fide. When the engage- 


4 1 ment began, the captains had promiſed a reward 


of a thouſand pounds to the crews, by way of in- 


: I citement to their valour; and the company don- 


E bled the ſum, i in recompence of their fidelity and 


Leoursge. 


Before we quit the affairs of Britain, we cannot 
avoid mentioning a few occurrences which deſerve 
to be recorded, however deſultory, unconnected, 


1 nd incapable of hiſtorical embelliſnment they may 


appear. Among the moſt intereſting we may 


| z Eko thoſe tumults and riots of the populace in 


Kent, Hertfordſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Lincoln- 


4 1 mr, Bedfordſhire, York city and county, to op- 
poſe the execution of the militia bill. Many diſor- 
ders were committed on theſe occaſions ; and the 
people, incenſed at the irregularity of the proceed- 
ings of thoſe gentlemen appointed to carry the act 
F into execution, and with certain defects in the act, 


Numb, 11, C ſeemed 


4 


ho > Ao © 


34 
ä 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
ſeemed wholly to neglect the real advantages, 
which in time muſt nevellarily flow from a meaſure 


the moſt conſtitutional and ſalutary that can be 
imagined, for the defence and protection of public 


liberty, 


His majeſty, heviog taken into enden den 
the incredible damage ſuſtained by the commerce 
of theſe kingdoms, for want of proper harbours 
and, forts on the weſtern coaſt to receive and pro- 


tect merchantmen, was graciouſly pleaſed ta order 


that a temporary ſecurity ſhould he provided for the 
ſhipping which might touch at Milford haven, 
until the fortifications voted in parliament could 
be erected. How far his maj-ſty's directions have 


been compited with, the number of merchantmen 


taken by the enemy's privateers upon that coaſt, 


ſufficiently indicates. His majeſty likewiſe, re- 


flecting on the late hardſhips ſuſtained by the inn- 
holders in the county of Kent, by the conſtant 


quartering of ſoldiers in their houſes, was pleaſed 


to direct the ſum of three thouſand pounds to be 
tranſraitted to them, and diſtributed by Mr. Auſten, 


clerk of the peace for that county : a well-timed 


act of liberality, that fully evinces his majeſty's 


extreme affection and tender regard for the intereſt 


A view of 
theopera- 
tions in 
America. 


and happineſs of his people. 
Whatever reaſons the government had to expect 


the campaign ſhould be vigoroully puſhed in Ame- 


rica, almoſt every circumſtance turned out contrary 
to expectation. Not all the endeavours of the earl 


of Loudon to quiet the diſſenſions among the dif- 
ferent provinces, and to eſtabliſh unanimity and 
harmony, could prevail. Circumſtances required, 


that he ſhould act the part of a mediator, in order 
to 
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GEOKGE IL. 
to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies for proſecuting the 
war, without which it was impoſſible he could ap- 
pear in the character of a general. 

The enemy, in the mean time, were purſuing 
the blow given at Oſwego, and taking advantage 
of the diſtraction that appeared in the Britiſh coun- 
cils. By their ſucceſſes, in the preceding cam- 
paign, they remained maſters of all the lakes. 
Hence they were furniſhed with the means of 
practiſing on the Indians in all the different dif- 
tricts, and obliging them, by rewards, promiſes, 
and menaces, to act in their favour. Every acceſ- 
ſion to their ſtrength, was a real diminution of that 
of the Britiſh commander; but then the ignorance 
or puſillanimity of ſome of the inferior officers in 
our back-{ettlements was, in effect, more bene- 
ficial to the enemy than all the vigilance and acti - 
vity of Montcalm. In conſequence of the ſhame- 
ful loſs of Oſwego, they voluntarily abandoned to 
the mercy of the French general the whole country 

of the Five Nations, the only body of Indians who 
had inviolably performed their engagements, or 
indeed that had preſerved any fincere regard for 
the Britiſh government. The communication with 
theſe faithful allies was now cut off, by the impru- 


dent demolition cf the forts we poſſeſſed at the 


great carrying- place. A ſtrong fort, indeed, was 
built at Wincheſter, and called Fort Loads after 
the commander in chief, and four hundred Che- 
rokee Indians joined the Engliſh forces at Fort- 
Cumberland: but this by no means counterbal- 
lanced the loſſes ſuſtained in conſequence of our 
having imprudently ſtopped up Wood creek, and 
filled it with logs. Every perſon, the leaſt ac- 


. quainted 


35 
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36 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
An. 757. quainted with the country, readily perceived the 
weakneſs of thele meaſures, by which our whole 
frontier was left open and expoſed to the irruption 
of the ſayages | in the French intereſt, who would 
not fail to profit by our blunders, too notorious to 
ſcape t. By the removal of theſe barriers, a 
path was opened to our fine ſettlements on thoſe 
grounds called the German Flats, and along the 
\Mohawk's river, which the enemy deſtroyed with 

fire and ſword before the end of the campaign. 
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moſt effectual ſteps to unite the provinces, and 
-raiſe a force ſufficient to give ſome deciſive blow. 


1 | Portance than the intended expedition to Louiſ- 
mY bourg, now ſubſtituted in its place, and undoubt- 
16 1 | * "edly a more conſiderable object in itſelf. Admiral bo 
14 Holbourn arrived at Hallifax, with the ſquadron 1 


England. When the junction was effected, the 
whole fotces amounted to twelve thouſand men; 
an army that raiſed- great expectations. Imme- 


In the mean time lord Loudon was taking the 


3 


n 


thither with all poſſible diligence, in order to take 
upon him the command of the expedition; but a 1 

variety of accidents interpoſed. It was with the 
utmoſt difficulty he at length aſſembled a body cf 9 
fix thouſand men, with which he inſtantly began 
his march to join the troops lately arrived from | 


The attack on Crown Point, which had been ſo 
Jong meditated, was laid aſide, as of leſs im- 8 


and tranſports under his command on the ninth of 
July; and it was his lordſhip's intention to repair 


* hg 


8 


diately ſome ſmall veſſels were ſent out to examine 


and reconnoitre the condition of the enemy, and 1 


the intermediate time was employed in embarking 
the troops, as ſoon as the tranſports arrived, The 
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return of the ſcouts totally altered the face of af- An. 1757. 
fairs: they brought the unweicome news, that M. 
de Bois de la Mothe, who ſa led in the month of 
May from Breſt with a large fleet of men of war 
and tranſports, was now ſafe at anchor in the har- 
bour of Louiſbourg. Their intelligence was ſup— 
ported by the teſtimony of ſeveral delerters; yet 
{till it wanted confirmation, and ma ny perſons 
believed their account of the encmy's ftrengih 
greatly magnified. Such advices, however, could 
not but occaſion extraordinary. fluctuations in the 
councils of war at Hallifax. Some were for ſetting 
aſide all thoughts of the expedition for that ſeaſon; 
While ee, more warm in their diſpoſitions, and 
ſanguine in their expectations, were for proſe- 
cuting it with vigour, in ſpite of all dangers and 
difficulties. Their diſputes were carried on with 
great vehemence, when a packet, bound from 
Louiſbourg for France, was taken by one of his 
majeſty's ſhips ſtationed at Newfoundland. She 
had letters on board, which put the enemy's ſupe- 
riority beyond all doubt, at leaſt by ſea. It clearly 
appeared there were at that time in Louiſbourg 
ſix thouſand regular troops, three thouſand na- 
tives, and one thouſand three hundred Iadians, 
with ſeventeen ſnips of the line, and three frigates 
moored in the harbour; that the place was well 
ſupplied with ammunition, proviſion, and every 
kind of military ſtores; and that the enemy wiſhed 
for nothing more than an attack, which it was pro- 
bable would terminate to the diſgrace of the aſ- 
failants, and ruin of the Britith affairs in America, 
The commanders at Hallifax were fully apprized of 
the conſequences of an unſucceſsful attempt: it 
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was therefore almoſt unanimouſly reſolved to poſt . 
pone the expedition to ſome more convenient op- 
portunity, eſpecially as the ſeaſon was now far ad- 
vanced, which alone would be ſufficient tofruſtrate 
their endeavours, and render the enterprize abor- 
tive. 3 | BW 
This reſolution ſeems, indeed, to have been the 
moſt eligible in their circumſtances, whatever con- 
ſtructions might afterwards be given, with inten- 
tion to prejudice the public againſt the comman- 
der in chief. Lord Loudon's departure from New 
York, with all the forces he was able to collect, 
afforded the marquis de Montcalm the faireſt oc- 
caſion of improving the ſucceſſes of the former 
campaign. That general had, in the very com- 
mencement of the ſeaſon, made three different at- 
tacks on Fort-William-Henry, in all which he 
was repulſed by the vigour and reſolution of the 
garriſon. But his diſappointment here was bal- 
lanced by an advantage gained by anarty of regu- 
lars and Indians at Ticonderoga. Colonel John 
Parker, with a detachment of near four hundred 
men, went by water, in whale and bay boats, to 
attack the enemy's. advanced guard at that place. 
Landing at night on an ifland, he ſent before dawn 
three boats to the main land, which the enemy 
way-laid and took. Having procured the neceſ- 
fary intelligence from the priſoners of the coloneFs 
deligns, they contrived their meaſures, placed 
three hundred men in ambuſh behind the point 
where he propoſed landing, and ſent three battoes 
to the place of rendezvous. Colonel Parker, mif- x 
taking theſe for his own boats, eagerly put to ſhore, - 2 
was ſurrounded by the enemy, reinforced with | 
| four 
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four hundred men, and attacked with ſuch impe- An. 17 57. | 
tuoſity, that, of the whole detachment, only two 
ofcers and ſeventy PLN men eſcaped. Fluſhed 
with this advantage, animated by the abſence of the 
Britiſh e e e in ict then at Hallifax, and 
fired with a deſire to revenge the diſgrace he had 
jately ſuſtained before Fort Henry, Monical m drew 
together all his forces, with intention to lay ſiege 
to chat place. Fort William-Henry ſtands on the 

ſouthern coaſt of Lake George. It was built with 
a view to protect and cover the frontiers of the 
Engliſh colonies, as well 8s to command the lake. 
The fortifications were good, defended by a garri- 
ſon of near three thouſand men, and covered by 
an army of four thouſand, under the conduct of 
general Webb, poſted at no great diſtance. When 
the marquis de Montcalm had aſſembled all the 
forces at Crown Point, TiconGeroga, and the adja- 
cent poſts, together with a conſiderable body of 
Canadians and Indians, amounting in the wholeto 
near ten thouſand men, he marched directly to the 
fort, made his approaches, and with a good train 
of artillery began playing on the garriſon. 

On the very day he inveſted the place, he ſent a 
letter to coloacl Monro, telling him, he thought 
himſelf obliged, in humanity, to deſire he would 
ſurrender the fort, and not provoke the great num- 
ber of ſavages in the French army by a vain re- 
ſiſtance. 1 detachment of your garriſon has 
lately, ſays he, experienced their cruelty: I have 
it yet in my power to reſtrain them, and oblige 
them to obſerve a capitulation, as none of them 
hitherto are killed; which will not be in my power 
in other circumſtances. Your perſiſting | in the de- 


SS ' fence 
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An. 757. fence of your fort can only retard its fate a few 
days, and muſt of neceſſity expoſe an unfortunate 
garriſon, Who can poſſibly receive no relief, conſi- 
dering the precautions taken to prevent it. I de- 

mand a deciſive anſwer, for which purpoſe I have 
ſent the ſieur Funtbrune, one of my aid- de camps. 
You may credit what © he will inform you of, from 
Montcalm.” 

General Webb beheld his preparations with an 
indifference and ſecurity bordering on infatuation, 
It is credibly reported, that he had private intelli- 
gence of all the French generaPs deſigns and mo- 
tions; yet, either deſpiſing his ſtrength, or diſ- 
.crediting the information, he neglected collecting 
the militia in time, which, in conjunction with his 7 
own forces, would probably have obliged Mont- 
calm to relinquiſh the attempt, or at leaſt, have 
rendered his ſucceſs very doubtful and hazardous. 

The enemy, meeting with no difturbance from the 
quarter they moſt dreaded, proſecuted the ſiege 
with vigour, and were warmly received by the gar- 
riſon, who fired with great ſpirit, till they had 
burſt almoſt all their cannon, and ſpent their am- 
munition. Neither Montcalm's promiles or threats 
could prevail upon them to ſurrender, while they 
were in a condition to defend themſelves, or 
could reaſonably expect aſſiſtance from general 

| Webb. They even perſiſted to hold out after pru- 
dence dictared they ought to ſurrender. Colonel 
Monro was ſenſible of the importance of his charge, 
and imagined that general Webb, though flow in 
his motions, would ſurely make ſome vigorous ef- 
forts either to raiſe the ſiege, or force a ſupply of 


ammunition, proviſion, and other neceſſaries into 
the 
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the carcifon. At length neceſſity obliged him, af. An. N 
ter ſuſtaining a ſiege from the third to the ninth 
day of Auguſt, to hang out a flag of truce, which 
was immediately anſwered by the French comman- 
der. Hoſtages were exchanged, and articles of 
capitulation ſigned by both parties; whereby the 
garriſon of Fort William-Henry, and the troops 
in the retrenched camp, ſhould march out with 
their arms, the baggage of the officers and ſoldiers, 
and all the uſual neceſſaries of war; eſcorted by a 
detachment of French troops, or interpreters at- 
cached to the ſavages. It was agreed, that the gate 
of the fort ſhould be delivered to the troops of the 
moſt Chriſtian king, immediately after ſigning the 
capitulation ; and the retrenched camp, on the de- 
parture of the Britiſh forces: that the artillery, 
warlike ſtores, proviſion, and in general every 
thing, except the effects of the ſoldiers, and officers, 
ſhould, upon honour, be delivered to the French 
troops; for which purpoſe it was agreed there 
ſhould be delivered, with the capitulation, an exact 
inventory of the ſtores, and other particulars ſpe- 
cified : that the garriſon of the fort, the troops in 
the retrenchment, and dependencies, ſhould not 
ſerve for the ſpace of eighteen months, from the 
date of the capitulation, againſt his molt Chriſtian 
majeſty, or his allies : that with the capitulation 
there ſhould be delivered an exact ſtate of the 
troops, ſpecifying the names of the officers, engi- 
neers, artilleriſts, commiſſaries, and all employed: 
that the officers and ſoldiers, Canadians, women, 
and ſavages, made priſoners by land ſince the com- 


| mencement of the war in North America, be deli- 
I vered 
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An.1757. vered in the ſpace of three months at Carrilon; 
in return for which an equal number of the garri- 
fon of Fort William ſhould be capacicated to ſerve, 
agrecable to the return given by the Engliſh offi. 
cer, and the receipt of the French commanding 
officers, of the priſoners ſo delivered: that an of. 
ficer remain as an hoſtage, till the ſafe return of the 
eſcort ſent with the troops of his Britannic ma- 
jelly: that the fick and wounded, not in a condi- 
tion to be tranſported to Fort Edward, ſhould re- 
main under the protection of the marquis de Mont- 
calm ; who engaged to uſe them with tenderneſs 
and humanity, and toreturn them as ſoon as reco- 
vered: that proviſion for two days ſhould be i- 
ſued out for the Britiſh troops: that in teſtimony 
of his eſteem and reſpect for colonel Monro and 
his garriſon, on account of their gallant defence, 
the marquis de Montcalm ſhould return one can- 
non, a fix pounder. | 

Whether the marquis de Montcalm was really 
aſſiduous to have theſe articles punctually executed, 
we cannot pretend to determine; but certain it is, 
that they were perfidiouſly broke, in almoſt every 
inſtance. The ſavages, in the French intereſt, 
either paid no regard to the capitulation, or were 
permitted, from views of policy, to act the moſt 
tceacherous, inhuman, and inſidious part. They 
$31 vpon the Britiſh troops as they marched oor, 
deſpoiled them of the few remaining effects, 
dragged the Indians in the Engliſh ſervice out of 
their ranks, ſcalping, romohawking, and again act- 
ing the tragedy at Oſwego, with a thouſand addi- 
tional outrages and barbarities. The throats of 
many 
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GEORGE II. 
many women, we are told, were cut, their bodies 
ript open, bowels torn out, and inſultingly thrown. 
in their faces, with ſuch ſavage marks of rage and 
horrible cruelty, as, for the fake of humanity, 
ought to be diſcredited. Can poſterity be brought 
to believe, that two thouſand Britons, with arms 
in their hands, could be tame ſpectators of theſe, 


and more ſhocking barbarities ? Thar they would 


permit a rabble of brutiſh ſavages to ſeize infants 
and children by the heels, and wantonly beat our 
their brains againſt trees and ſtones! Yet were 
thele and other enormitics, equally diſgraceful to 
humanity, committed in fight of the French and. 
B:itiſh forces, if we may credit the teſtimony of 
credible evidences. However, the greateſt part of 
the Britiſh garriſon got ſafe, though in a miſerable 
condition, to Fort Edward, after being purſued for 
ſeven miles by the Indians; and the reſt, flying 
for protection to the marquis de Montcalm, were by 
him ſent home. A little time after the enemy de- 
moliſhed the fort, carried off the effects, proviſion, 
artillery, and every thing elſe left by the garriſon, 
together with the veſſels preſerved in the lake, and 
departed, without purſuing their ſucceſs by any. 

other attempt. | 
Thus ended the third campaign in America, 
where, with a vaſt increaſe of forces, a clear ſupe- 
riority over the enemy, an army of twenty thou- 
ſand regular troops, a great number of provincial 
forces, and a prodigious naval power, not leſs 
than twenty ſhips of the line, we abandoned 
our allies, expoſed our people, ſuffered them to 
be cruelly maſſacred, in ſight of our troops, and 
relinquiſned a large and valuable tract of coun- 
| 3 try, 


An. 1757. 
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try, to the eternal reproach and diſgrace of the 
Britiſh name *. . N 

As to the naval tranſactions in this country, 
though leſs infamous, they were not leſs unfortu- 
nate. Immediately on lord Loudon's departure 


from Hallifax, admiral Holbourn, now freed from 


the care of the tranſports, ſet fail for Louiſbourg, 
with fifreen ſhips of the line, one ſhip of fifty 
guns, three ſmall frigates, and a fire ſhip. What 
the object of this cruize might have been, can only 
be conje&ured. Some imagine curioſity was the 
admiral's ſole motive, and the defire of informing 
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* We conld not, without fideration the moſt expedient 
interrupting theprincipalope- methods for carrying into exe- 
rations, take notice of two oc- cution thoſe parts of his ma- 
cerrences which ought to have jeſty'e commiſſion and inftruc- 
been mentioned, | tions, relative to the manner 

In the month of Julyaſtra- of holding the general afſem- 
tagem, contrived by the ene- bly of that province, came to 
my, had very nearly occaſion- a reſolution, that a houſe of 
ed the loſs of Fort Johnſon. repreſentatives of the province 
They propoſed ruſhing into ſhall conſtitute the legiſlature 
the fort in the evening, when of Nova Scotia, in conjunction 
the gate was opened to admit with his majeſty*s governor and 
the Negroe women, ſent out commander in chief for the 
every day to milk the eattle. time being, and his majeſty's 
Happening to be a few mi- council of the ſaid province. 
nutes too late, the gates were It was further reſolved, that 
fortunately ſnut before their the general aſſembly be elected 
arrival; upon whica they and convened in the manner 
knocked for admiſſion, were following, viz. Twelve mem- 
challenged, and fired upon by bers to be elected for the pro- 
the centinel. Immediately the vince at large, till ſuch time as 
cannon was fired to alarm the it is divided into counties. Hal- 
country, and the — per- lifax was appointed to ſend four 

affled, members, and other towns and 
retired with precipitation. corporations in proportion to 

The other occurrence we their bulk and value to thepro- 
mentioned 1s of a civil nature. vince, making in all twenty- 
The governor and council of two; the number of repreſen- 
Nova Scotia, taking into con- tatives to fit in the houſe. 


himſelf 
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himſelf ck certainty of the enemy 8 ſtrength; An. 1757. 
while others perſuade themſelves, that he was in 
hopes of drawing M. de la Mothe to an engage- 
ment, notwithſtanding his ſuperiority in number 
of ſhips and weight of metal. Be this as it may, 
the Britiſh ſquadron appeared off Louiſbourg on 
the twentieth day of Auguſt; and approaching 
within two miles of the batteries, ſaw the French 
admiral make the ſignal to unmoor. Mr. Hol- 
bourn was greatly inferior in ſtrength; and it is 
obvious, that his deſign was not to fight the ene- 
my, as he immediately made the beſt of his way to 
Hallifax. About the middle of September, being 
reinforced with four ſhips of the line, he again 
proceeded to Louiſbourg, probably with intention, 
if poſſible, to draw the enemy to an engagement; 
but he found de la Mothe too prudent to hazard 
an unneceſſary battle, the loſs of which would bave 
greatly expoſed all the French colonies. Here the 
«Engliſh ſquadron continued 'cruizing until the 
twenty-fifth, when they were overtaken in a ter- 
rible ſtorm from the ſouthward. When the hur- 
ricane began, the fleet was about forty leagues 
diſtant from Louiſbourg ; but were driven in twelve 
hours within two miles of the rocks, and breakers 
on that coaſt, Here the wind providentially ſhift- 
ing ſaved the whole ſquadron, except the Tilbury, 
ſhipwrecked upon the rocks, and half her crew 
drowned. Eleven ſhips were diſmaſted ; others 
threw over their guns; and all returned in a very 
5 | ſhattered condition to England, at a very unfa- 
= vourable ſeaſon of the year. | 
Y In this manner ended the expedition to Lovif: 


bourg, more unfortunate to the nation than the 
pre- 
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preceding deſigns upon Rochefort; leſs dif, graceful 
to the commanders, but equally the 0 of ri- 
dicule and triumph to our enemies. Indeed, the 
unhappy conſequences of the political diſputes 


at home, the inſtability of the adminiſtration, 


and the frequent revolutions in our councils, 
were ſtrongly manifeſted by that languor infuſed 
into all our military operations, and general un- 
ſteadineſs in our purſuit. Faction in the mother 
country, produced diviſions and miſconduct in 


the colonies. No ambition to ſignalize themſelves 


appeared among the officers, from the uncertain- 
ty whether their ſervices were to be rewarded 
or condemned. Their attachment to particular 
perſons weakened the love they ought to have en- 
tertained for their country in general, and deſtroyed 
that ſpirit of enterprize, that firmneſs and reſolu- 
tion, which conſtitutes the commander, and with- 
out which the beſt capacity, joined to the moſt un- 
corruptible integrity, can effect nothing. 

In the Eaſt Indies the ſcene was changed great. 
ly to the honour and advantage of Great Wei, 
Here the commanders acted with that harmony, 
ſpirit, and unanimity becoming Britons, zealous 
for the credit of their king and the intereſt of their 


country. We left admiral Watſon and colonel 


Clive advancing to Calcutta, to revenge the cruel 
tragedy acted upon their countrymen the preced- 
ing year. On the thirty-firſt of January the ad- 
miral with two ſhips appeared before the town, 
and was received by a briſk fire from the batteries. 
This ſalute was returned ſo warmly that the ene- 
my's guns were ſoon ſilenced; and in leſs than 


two hours the place and fort were abandoned. Co- 
lonel 
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onel Clive, on the other fide, inveſted the town, An. 1757. 
| A and made the attack with that vigour and intre- 
5 pidity peculiar to himſelf, which greatly contri- 
buted to the ſudden reduction of the ſettlement. As 
Hon as the fort was ſurrendered, the brave and ac- 
lee cap'aia Coote, with his majeſty's troops, took 
MY poli-fion, and found ninety- one pieces of cannon, 
1 four mortars, abundance of aramunition, ſtores, 
8 | and proviſions, with every requiſite for ſuſtaining 
an obſtinats ſiege. Thus the Engliſh were re- 
| eſtabliſhed in the two ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in the 
| Ganges, with the inconſiderable loſs of nine ſea- 
| men killed, and three ſoldiers. A few days after, 
# Hughly, a city of great trade, ſituated higher up 
the river, was reduced with as little difficulty, bur 
# infinitely greater prejudice to the nabob, as here 
his ſtore-houſes of ſalt, and vaſt granaries for the 
ſupport of his army, were burnt and deſtroyed. 
lacenſed at the almoſt inſtantaneous loſs of all his 
conqueſts, and demolitian of the city of Hughly, 
the viceroy of Bengal aſſembled an army of ten 
XZ thouſand horſe and fifteen thouſand foot, fully re- 
FX ſolved to expel the Engliſh out of his dominions, 
and take ample vengeance for the diſgraces he had 
3 lately ſuſtained, He was ſeen marching by the 
8 Engliſh camp in his way to Calcutta on the ſecond 
of February, where he encamped, about a mile 
from the town. Colonel Clive immediately made 
application to the admiral for a reinforcement; 
and fix hundred men under the command of cap - 
tain Warwick, were accordingly draughted from 
the different ſhips, and ſent to aſſiſt his little army. 
Clive drew out his forces, advanced in three co- 
lumns towards the enemy, and begun the attack 
1 hh | o 
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An. 1757. ſo vigorouſly, that the viceroy retreated, after a 


feeble reſiſtance, with the loſs of a thouſand men 
killed, wounded, and taken priſoners, five hundred 
horſes, great numbers of draught bullocks, and 
four elephants. Though this advantage was leſs 1 
deciſive than could be wiſhed, yet did it ſufficient- 
ly intimidate the Nabob into conceſſions much to | 
the honour and advantage of the company. He 
promiſed not to diſturb the Engliſh in any of thoſe 


privileges or poſſeſſion ſpecified in the phirmand 
granted by the Mogul : that all merchandize 
belonging to the company ſhould paſs and repaſs i 
in every part of the province of Bengal, free of 
duty: that all the Engliſh factories ſeized the pre- 


ceding year, or ſince, would be reſtored, with the 
money, goods, and effects appertaining; that all 
damages ſuſtained by the Engliſh ſhould be re- 
paired, and their loſſes repaid : that the Engliſh 
ſhould have liberty to fortify Calcutta, in whatever 
manner they thought proper, without interrup- Ml 
tion: that they ſhould have the liberty of coining MK 
all the gold and bullion they imported, which 
ſhouid paſs current in the province : that he would 
remain in ſtrict friendſhip and alliance with the 
Engliſh, uſe his utmoſt endeavours to heal up the 
late diviſions, and reſtore the former good under- 


ſtanding between them. All which ſeveral articles | : : 


were ſolemnly ſigned and ſealed, with the Nabob's 
own hand. by 

Such were the terms obtained for the company 
by the ſpirited and gallant conduct of the two Eng- 
liſh commanders. They had, however, too much 
difcernment to tely on the promiſes of a barbarian, 
who had fo perfidiouſlly broke former engage: 
; ments; 
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ments; but they prudently diſſembled their ſenti- 


49 
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en ments, until they had thoroughly reinftated the af- 
ed fairs of the company, and reduced the French | 
nd power in this province. The chief object of their 
eſs deligns was the reduction of Chandenagore, A 
* French ſettlement, higher up the river than Gal- 
to cutta, of conſiderable ſtrength, and the chief in 
Je importance of any poſſeſſed by that nation in the 
ole bay. Colonel Clive, being reinforced by three 
nd hundred men from Bombay, began his march to 
ze Wl Chandenag ore, at the head of ſeven hundred Eu- 
aſs Þ ropeans and one thouſand ſix hundred Indians, 
of where, on his firſt arrival, he took poſſeſſion of all 
re- the out-poſts, except one redoubt mounted with March. 
he eight pieces of cannon, which he left to be ſilenced 


all 3 by the admiral. On the eighteenth of March the 
re- admirals Watſon and Pocock arrived , within two 


iſh miles of the French ſettlement, with the Kent, 


ver Tiger, and Saliſbury men of war; and found their 
1p- ME paſſage obſtructed by booms laid acroſs the river, 
ng and ſeveral veſſels ſunk in the channel. Theſe dif- 
ich f culties being removed, they advanced early on 
uld the twenty- fourth, and drew up in a line before 
the WW the fort, which they battered with great fury for 
the WW three hours; while colonel Clive was making his 
er- approaches on the land ſide, and playing vigorouſly 
les from the batteries he had raiſed. Their united 
b's efforts ſoon obliged the enemy to ſubmiſſion. A 


flag of truce was waved over the walls, and the 
any place ſurrendered by capitulation. The keys were 
ng- 1 delivered to captain Latham of the Tiger, and in 


uch the afternoon colonel Clive with the king's troops 


lan, 3 took poſſeſſion. Thus the reduction of a ſtrong 


ge: BY fortreſs, gatriſoned by five hundred Europeans, and 


its; . Numb. 12. D one 
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one thouſand two hundred Indians, defended by 
one hundred and twenty-three pieces of cannon, 
and three mortars, well provided with all kinds of 
ſtores and neceſſaries, and of very great importance 
to the enemy's commerce in India, was accom- 
pliſhed with a loſs not exceeding forty men on the 
fide of the conquerors. 1 
By the treaty of capitulation the director, coun- | 
ſellors, and inferior ſervants of the ſettlement, were 
allowed to depart with their wearing apparel: the 
Jeſuits were permitted to take away their church- 
ornaments, and the natives to remain in the ful! 
exertion of their liberties; but the garriſon were 
to continue priſoners of war. The goods and mo- 
ney found in the place were conſiderable ; but the * 
principal advantage aroſe from the ruin of the head 
ſettlement of the enemy on the Ganges, which 
could not bur interfere with the, Engliſh commerce 
in theſe parts. 1 
Succeſs had hitherto attended all the operations 
of the Britiſh commanders, becauſe they were con- 
certed with foreſight and unanimity ; and exe | 
cuted with that vigour and ſpirit which have de- 1 
ſervedly raiſed them high in the eſteem of their 
country. They reduced the Nabob to reaſonable 
terms of accommodation, before they alarmed the 
French; and now, when the power of the latter 
was deſtroyed, they entered upon meaſures to 
oblige the treacherous viceroy to a ſtrict perform | 
ance of the treaty he had fo lately ſigned. How- |} 
ever ſpecious his promiſes were, they found him 
extremely dilatory in the execution of ſeveral ar- 
ticles of the treaty, which, in effect, was the ſame 


to the Engliſh commerce as if none had been con- 
cluded. 8 


GEORGE I.. 
cluded. The company's goods were loaded with 
high duties, and ſeveral other infractions of the 


peace committed, upon ſuch frivolous pretences as 


evidently demonſtrated; that he ſought to come to 
an open rupture as ſoon as his projects were ripe 
for execution. As recommencing hoſtilities againſt 


ſo powerful a prince was in itſelf dangerous, and, 


if poſſible, to be avoided, the affair was laid before 
the council of Calcutta, and canvaſſed with all the 
circumſpection and caution that a meaſure re- 
quired, on which depended the fate of the whole 


trade of Bengal. During theſe deliberations a 


moſt fortunate incident occurred, that ſoon deter- 
mined the council to come to an open rupture, 
The leading perſons in the viceroy's court found 
themſelves oppreſſed by his haughtineſs and inſo- 
lence. The ſame ſpirit of diſcontent appeared 


among the principal officers of his army : they were 


well acquainted with his perfidy, ſaw his prepara- 
tions for war, and were ſenfible that the peace of 
the country could never be reſtored, unleſs either 
the Engliſh were expelled; or the Nabob depoſed. 
In conſequence a plan was concerted for diveſting 
him of all his power; and the conſpiracy was con- 
ducted by Jaffier Ali Khan, his prime miniſter and 
chief commander, a nobleman of great influence and 
authority in the province. The project was commu- 
nicated by Ali Khan to Mr. Watts, ſecond 


council at Calcutta, and ſo improved by the addreſs 


of that gentleman as in a manner to inſure ſucceſs. 


diſaffected Indians and the council, colonel Clive 


was ordered to take the field with his litele army. 


Admiral Watſon undertook the defence of Chan- 
As £10 denagore, 


51 


An. 1757. 


When the plan was fully concerted between the 
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denagore, and the garriſon was detached to rein- 
force the colonel, together with fifty ſeamen, to | 
be employed as gunners, and in directing the ar- 
tillery. On the nineteenth of June a detachment 
was ſent to attack Cutwa fort and town, ſituated 
on that branch of the river forming the iſland Caſ- 
 fimbuzar. This place ſurrendered at the firſt ſum- ** 
mons; and here the colonel halted with the army 

for three days, expecting advices from Ali Khan. 
Diſappointed of the hoped for intelligence, ge 
croſſed the river on the twenty-ſecond ; and the 
ſame day attacked the viceroy at the head of twenty 
thouſand men with his own forces only, Ali Khan 1 
declining as yet to declare himſelf openly. After 
a ſhort conteſt the enemy were put to flight, thge 
Nabob's camp, baggage, and fifty pieces of can- 
non taken, and a moſt complete victory obtained. 
The colonel, purſuing his advantage, marched to |? 
Muxadavat, the capital of the province, and was 
there joined by Ali Khan and the mal-contents. 
It was before concerted, that this nobleman ſhould #* 
be inveſted with the dignity of Nabob : accorj- 
ingly the colonel proceeded ſolemnly to depoſe the 
Sulajud Dowla, and, with the fame ceremony, to 
ſubſtitute Ali Khan in his room, who was.publickly # 
acknowledged by the people as ſuba, or viceroy 0 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 
Soon after the late viceroy was taken, and put to 
death by his ſucceſſor, who readily complied with | 
all the conditions of his elevation. He conferred | 
on his allies ſuch liberal rewards, and granted the 
company fo extraordinary privileges, as fully de- 
monſtrated how juſtly he merited their aſſiſtance. | 
By this alliance, and the reduction of Chandena- 
| | | gore, 


7 .G E O R G Þ | 65 
i gore, the French were entirely excluded the com- An. 1751 7+ I 
XX merce of Bengal and its dependencies z the trade > | 


198 of the Engliſh company was reftored, and en- 
*X creaſed beyond the moſt ſanguine hopes; a new 
1 ally was acquired, whoſe intereſt obliged him to 
remain firm to his engagements; above two mil- 
5 lions ſterling paid to the company and the ſufferers 
at Calcutta, to indemnify their loſſes ; the ſoldiers 
and ſeamen gratified with the ſum of fix hundred 
2 thouſand pounds, as a reward for the courage and 
intrepidity they exerted ; and a variety of other 
advantages gained, which it would be unneceſſary 
1 to enumerate, In a word, in the ſpace of fourteen 
_ = days a great revolution was effected, and the go- 
4 vernment of a vaſt country, ſuperior in wealth, fer- 
iility, extent, and number of inhabitants, to moſt 
European kingdoms, transferred by a handful of 
. 1 troops, conducted by an officer untutored in the 
art of war, and a general rather by intuition than 
inſtruction and experience. But the public joy 


N ; at theſe ſignal ſucceſſes was, however, conſiderably 
- diminiſhed by the death of admiral Watſon, and 
rd- | 


the loſs of Vizagapatam, an Engliſh ſettlement on 
the Coromandel coaſt, The admiral fell a victim 


| a to the unwholeſomeneſs of the climate on the ſix- 
ly teenth of Auguſt, univerſally eſteemed and re- 
10) gretted; and the factory and fort at Vizagapatam 
1X4, 


were ſurrendered to the French, a few days after 


rope, where we ſee the beginning of the year 

marked with a ſtriking inſtance of the dreadful ef- 

tects of frantic enthuſiaſm „ 

France had long enjoyed a monarch, eaſy, 
| " REY com- 


= Colonel Clive had defeated the Nabob. 

ith 
V a We now turn our eyes to the continent of Fu- 
rred | 

the 


An at- 
tempt to 
aſſaſſi- 
nate the 
king of 
F rance. 


| jects; 3 yet was an attempt made upon his life by a 3 


ſtation of a perſon, who was reſolved to ſtep forth 


applying his hand to his ſide, cried out, I an 
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complying, good-natured, and averſe to all that 
wore the appearance of buſineſs, or of war, 
Contented with the pleaſures of a miſtreſs and a 
court, he ſought no greatneſs beyond what he en- 
joyed, nor purſued any ambition beyond the pre- 
ſent hour. Of all men on earth, ſuch a prince had 
the greateſt reaſon to expect an exemption from 
plots againſt his perſon, and cabals among his ſub- 


= 


man, who, though placed in the loweſt ſtate of | 
ſervility, had reſolution to face the greateſt dan- | 3 | 


gers, and enthuſiaſm ſufficient to ſuſtain, without Go 7 


ſhrinking, all the tortures which the cruelty of 
man could invent, or his crimes render neceſſary. | 4 
The name of this fanatic was Robert Francis Das | E 
mien, born in the ſuburb of St. Catherine, in the 7 
city of Arras. He had lived in the ſervice of ſe- 7 
veral families, whence he was generally diſmiſſed | 
on account of the impatience, the melancholy, and 2 
ſullenneſs of his diſpoſition. So humble was the 


from obſcurity, and, by his crimes, draw upon him- 5 
ſelf the attention of all Europe : 2 
On the fifth day of January, as the king was 
ſtepping iato his coach, to return to Trianon 8 
whence he had that day come to Verſailles 
Damien, mingling among his attendants, ſtabbed 
him with a knife on the right ſide, between the 
fourth and fifth ribs. Immediately his majeſty, 


wounded |! Seize him; but do not hurt him.“ 4% 
vein was opened, the word dreſſed, and p | 
found not dangerous; as the knife, raking a 


oblique direction, miſſed the vital parts. How 
event 
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been poiſoned, ſeveral experiments were made 
upon animals, all of which ſerved to relieve the 
prople from their apprehenſions. As for Damien, 
he made no attempts to eſcape; but ſuffering him- 
ſelf quietly to be ſeized, was conveyed to the 
guard-room, where being interrogated if he com- 
mitted the horrid action, he boldly anſwered in the 
affirmative. A proceſs againſt him was inſtant- 
ly commenced at Verſailles : many perſons, ſup- 
poſed acceſſaries to the deſign upon the king's life, 
were ſent to the Baſtile ; the aſſaſſin himſelf put to 
the torture, and the moſt excruciating torments ap- 
plied, with intention to extort a confeſſion of the 
reaſons that could induce him to ſo execrable an 
attempt upon his ſovereign. Inciſions were made 
into the muſcular parts of his legs, arms, and 
thighs, into which boiling oil was poured. Every 
= refinement on cruelty, that human invention could 

1 ſuggeſt, was practiſed without effect: nothing 


conſtrued into a preſumption, that he muſt have 
had accomplices in the plot. To render his pu- 
niſhment more public and conſpicuous, he was 
removed to Paris, there to undergo a repetition of 
all his former tortures, with ſuch additional cir- 
cumſtances as the moſt fertile and cruel diſpoſi- 
tions could deviſe for encreaſing his miſery and 
torment, Being conducted to the Concergerie, an 
iron bed, which likewiſe ſerved for a chair, was 
prepared for him, and to this he was faſtened with 
chains, The torture again was applied, and a 
phyſician ordered to attend, to ſee what degree of 
pain he could ſupport, Nothing, however, mate- 

D 4 | rial 


could overcome his obſtinacy ; and his ſilence was 


55 


ever, as ſuſpicion remained that it might have An. 1757. 
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rial was extorted ; for what he one moment con- 
feſſed, he recanted the next. It is not within our 
province, and we conſider it as a felicity, to relate 


all the circumſlances of this cruel and tragical 


event. Sufficient it is, that, after ſuffering the 


"moſt exquiſite torments that human nature could 


invent, or man ſupport, his judges thought proper 
to terminate his miſery by a death ſhocking to ima- 
gination, and ſhameful to humanity. On the 
twenty- eighth day of March he was conducted, 
amidſt a vaſt concourſe of the populace, to the 
Greve, the common place of execution, ſtripped. 
naked, and faſtened to the ſcaffold by iron gyves, 
One of his hands was then burnt in liquid flaming 
ſulphur; his thighs, legs, and arms torn with red- 
hot pincers ; boiling oil, melted lead, roſin, and 
ſulphur, were poured into-the wounds ; tight liga- 
tures tied round his limbs, to prepare him for diſ- 
memberment ; young and vigorous horſes applied 
to the draught, and the unhappy criminal pulled 
with all their force to the utmoſt extenſion of his 


| finews for the ſpace of an hour, during all which 
time he preſerved his ſenſes and conſtancy. At 


length the phyſician and ſurgeon, attending, de- 
C'ared it would be impoſſible to accompliſh the dit- 
memberment, unleſs the tendons were ſeparated : 

upon which orders were given to the executioner 
to cut the ſinews at the joints of the arms and 
legs. The horſes drew afreſh : a thigh, and arm 
were ſeparated, and, after ſeveral pulls, the unfor- 
tunate culprit expired under the extremity of pain, 


His body and limbs were reduced to aſhes under 


the ſcaffold ; his father, wife, daughter and family, 


baniſhed the kingdom for ever; the name of Da- 
+ mien 
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mien effaced and obliterated, and the innocent in- 
volved in the puniſhment of the guilty. | , 

= Thus ended the cruel precedure againſt Damien 
and his family, in a manner not very favourable to 


the avowed clemency of Lewis, or the acknow- 


ledged humanity of the French nation. It ap- 
peared, from undoubted evidence, and inconteſt- 
able proofs, that the attempt on the king's life 
vas the reſult of inſanity, and a diſturbed imagina- 
tion. Several inſtances of a diſordered mind had 
before been obſerved, and the deteſtation juſtly 
due to the enormity of his crime ought now to have 
been abſorbed in the conſideration of his misfor- 


tune, the greateſt that can befal human nature. 


He was, in fact, rather an object of the deepeſt 
compaſſion, than of thoſe infernal tortures; in ap- 


plying which they ſeemed to forget that he was a 


fellow creature, labouring under an infirmity dread- 


; i ful in itſelf, unavoidable, and that might poſſibly 
be the lot of any among his puniſhers. 
Another remarkable event in France, in the 
beginning of this year, was the change in the mi- 
niſtry of that nation, by the removal of M. de 
Machault, keeper of the ſeals, from the poſt of 
ſecretary of ſtate for the marine; and of M. d'Ar- 
genſon from that of ſecretary at war. Their 
5 diſ- 


They were both diſmiſſed rightneſs of your intentions, 


from their employments on the preſent ſituation of affairs 
3 | the third of February, but with obliges me to demand your 
very different marks of the reſignation of the poſt of ſe- 
7 72yal diſpleaſure, by the fol- cretary for the marine, De- 
1 lowing letters from the king. pend till on my protection 


© Mon. Machault, and friendſhip. If you have 
Though I am perſuaded any favours to aſk for your 


g | | of your probity, and the up- children, you may do it at all 


times. 


Change 
in the 
French 
miniſtry. 
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Several 
provinces 
of France 
deſolated 
by the 
melting 
of the 
ſnow. 
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any particular reaſon aſſigned for this very unex- 
pected alteration. 

About the ſame time, ſome of the moſt fertile 
provinces of that kingdom were grievouſly deſo- 
lated, by the melting of the ſnow which had fallen 
in the winter. The fatal effects of this accident 
had been apprehended long before the thaw hap- 
pened, and every poſſible precaution had been taken 
to guard againſt them: but the calamities which 
enſued, exceeded all that were foreſeen. | 
province of Artois, in particular, ſuffered moſt 
ſeverely, The rivers every where ſwelled with 


ſuch incredible rapidity, that men, women, and by : 


children, were carried away by the violence of 2 


the torrent: the valleys were immediately over 


flowed : roads, houſes, churches, bridges, mills, 
all mingled in one promiſcuous ruin. Cattle of all 
kinds without number periſhed, and the corn fields 
were torn up and ruined : in ſhort, nothing was 
able to reſiſt this dreadful inundation, artendeg 
with the moſt ruinous conſequences to the unhappy 
peaſant. 

His majeſty, to ſhew the queen of Hungary 
how judiciouſly ſhe had acted in forming an alli- 
ance with the houſe of Bourbon, raiſed two great 
armies 3 the firſt of which, compoſed of near 
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times. It is proper that you 
ſhould ſtay for ſome time at 
Arnanville. Louis. 


„P. S. I reſerve to you 
your penſion of twenty thou- 
ſand livres, as miniſter, and 
the honours of keeper of the 
feals.” 


«© Monſ. d'Argenſon, 
« Having no farther occa- 
ſion for your ſervices, I order 


you to refign to me your poſt 
of ſecretary at war, and your 
other employment, and to re- 


tire to your eſtate at Ormes. 
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troops, with a large train of artillery, was com- 


1 manded by M. d'Etrees, a general of great repu- 
tation; under whom ſerved M. de Contades, M. 


Chevert, and the count de St. Germain, all officers 


of high character. This formidable army paſled 


the Rhine early in the ſpring, and marched by 
Weſtphalia, in order to invade the king of Praſfia's 
dominions, in quality of allies to the Empreſs- 
gueen, and guardians of the liberties of the Empire, 
and wich no other intention, as was pretended 

þut in reality with a view to reduce Hanover alſo; 


the French judging, that the ſame blow by which 


they hoped to cruſh the king of Pruſſia, might 
likewiſe force his Britannic majeſty into ſome con- 
ceſſions with regard to America. The other army 
of the French, commanded by the prince de Sou- 
biſe, was deſtined to ſtrengthen the Imperial army 
of execution, conliſting alſo of rwenty-five thou- 
ſand men, beſides ſix thouſand Bavarians, and four 
thouſand Wirtembergers, But before theſe troops 
under Soubiſe paſſed the Rhine, they made them- 
ſelves maſters of ſeveral places belonging to the 
king of Pruſſia upon the borders of the Low- 
Countries; whilſt a detachment from d*Etrees's 
army ſeized upon the town of Embden, and 
whatever elſe belonged to the ſame monatch in 
Eaſt-Frieſland. 

At the cloſe of the laſt campaign, the king of 
Pruſſia, having gained a conſiderable advantage 
over the Imperialiſts under the command of mare- 
chal Brown, and incorporated into his own troops, 


a great part of the Saxon army taken priſoners at 
Pir- 
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ter-quarters until the ſeaſon ſhould permit him to 
improve theſe advantages. His majeſty and mare- 


As there was ſomewhat 


very particular in the articles 


of this capitulation, in the eaſy 


indifference with which the 


king of Pruſſia anſwered the 


Saxon general's demands, and 


in the compaſſionate regard 
which he teſtified even for his 
enemies, they are worthy the 


reader's attention, and may 


help to reflect light on the cha- 
racter of this enterpriſing mo- 


narch. Theſe articles were as 


follow : 


J. The army of the king 


of Poland, elector of Saxony, 
ſhall ſurrender to the king of 
Pruſſia priſoners of war. An- 
ſwer. If the ing \ will give me 
that army; tis needleſs to 
make them priſoners of war, 

II. The generals, ſoldiers, 
&c. ſhall have all their bag- 
gage and cloathing.— All that 


can be preſerved of their bag- 


gage ſhall be faithfully re- 
ſtored to them. 


III. His Pruſſian majeſty is 


chiefly requeſted to cauſe the 
army to be furniſned with the 
neceſſaryproviſionsand forage, 


and that he will be pleaſed to 


give proper orders for this 
purpoſe.—Gtanted, and ra- 
ther to-day than to-morrow, 

IV. The generals, com- 
mandants, and all perſons 


ranking as officers, engage 


themſelves in writing, not to 


bear arms againſt his majeſty 


being of Pruflia till peace 


be reſtored ; and they ſhall be 


left at liberty to ſtay in Saxo- 
ny, or to retire whitherſoever 


they think proper. — Thoſe 


that intend to enter into my 


ſervice, may, from this very 


moment, have liberty ſo to do. 
V. The life- guards and gre- 


nadier- guards ſhall not be in- 


eluded in the firſt article; and 
his Pruſſian majeſty will be 
pleaſed to appoint the place in 
the electorate of Saxony, or 


In the territories depending 
'' thereon, where the ſaid two 
corps ſhall be diſtributed.— 


There is no exception to be 
made ; becauſe it is known 
that the- king of Poland did 
give orders for that-part of his 
troops which 1s in the ſaid 
kingdom to join the Ruſſians, 
and to march for this purpoſe 
to the frontiers of Silefia ; and 
a man muſt be a fool to let 
troops go which he holds faſt, 
to ſee them make head againſt 
him a ſecond time, and to be 


obliged to take them priſoners . 


apain. 
VI. The generals and field- 
officers, and all the officers, 


"ſhall keep their ſwords ; but 
the arms, belts, and cartridges 


both of the ſubalterns and ſol- 


diers, horſe and dragoons, &c. 


ſhall be carried to the caſtle of 
Konigſtein, together with the 
colours, ſtandards and kettle- 


©: Ire 


e 


G O 
chal Keith wintered in Saxony, having their canton- An. 175 57. : 
ments between Pirna and the frontier along the 
Elbe; and marechal Schwerin, returning into Sileſia, 
took up his quarters in the county of Glatz. 


In the mean time, the Empreſs- queen finding | 
that the force which ſhe had ſent out againſt the 1 


—— 


E dr, ſtan- the Saxon troops, after being 
dards, and colours, may be car- incorporated with thoſe of 
ried to Konigſtein; but not Pruſſia, either diſliking the 


fte arms, no more than the ſeverity of the Pruſſian diſ- 


cannon belonging to the regi- cipline, which they had not 
ments, the warlike ſtores, and been uſed to, or from a deſire 
the tents. The officers, no of rejoining their lawful ſove- 
doubt, ſhall keep their ſwords; reign, deſerted in great num- 
and I hope that ſuch of them bers. Among others, a whole 
as are of a willing mind, will regiment being ordered to 
make uſe of them in my ſervice. Berlin, to keep garriſon there 
VII. The fame thing ſhall during the war, whilſt upon 
take place with regard to the their march went off in a bo- | 
field artillery, and the provi= dy, and fled into Poland by - | 
fion-waggons,—Granted, the way of Croſſen, from 
VIII. His Pruſſian majeſty whence they were followed by 
ſhall give aſſurance, that no a battalion of another Saxon 
officer or ſoldier ſhall be oblig- regiment, which was there in 
ed againſt his will to enliſt garriſon ; upon which his Pruſ- 
in his army; and that, after ſian majeſty broke all the other 
peace is reſtored, they ſhall Saxon regiments he had taken, 


be all ſent back to the king and ſeparated them into ſuch 


of Poland: on the other hand, ſmall diviſions, as to have no 
his Poliſh majeſty may not re- reaſon to apprehend their com- 
fuſe diſmiſſion to the generals, bination, nor to dread their 
and to the other officers of his being remiſs in their duty. 
army, who may engage in When the queen of Poland 
any other ſervice. —No body was informed of theſe. deſer- 
need trouble his head about tions, ſhe expreſſed her diſap- 
this. No general ſhall be probation in the ſtrongeſt 
forced to ſerve againſt his will: terms, foreſeeing that her 
that's ſufficient,” * country would be obliged to 

The other articles were nei- furniſh other troops in their 
ther particularly remarkable, flead ; and accordingly the 
not charaQeriſtic of the gene- magiſtrates were ordered to 
rals who ſigned them: where- raiſe ſpeedily four "thouſand 
fore we ſhall only add, that freſh recruits, 
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An. 1757. king of Pruſſia was not ſufficient to prevent is 5 
Le defigns, made the neceſſary requiſitions to her allies Pf 
ooo] OE auxiliaries they had engaged to furniſh, In 
federacy Conſequence of theſe requiſitions, the Czarina, | 
agaioſt true to her engagements, diſpatched an hundred 
— and thirty thoufand of her troops, who began their | 
| march ia the month of November, and Proceeded | 
to the borders of Lithuania, with deſign particu. | 
larly to invade the Ducal Pruſſia, whilft a ſtrong þ f 
fleet was equipped in the Baltic to aid the opera- 
tions of this numerous army. | 
The Auſtrian army, aſſembled in Bohemia, | 
amounred to upwards of a hundred thouſand men, : 7 
commanded by prince Charles of Lorrain and mate. 
© chal Brown. The Swedes had not yet openly de. 3 
clared themſelves ; but it was well known, that! 
tho? their king was allied in blood and inclination 4 6 | 
to his Pruſſian majeſty, yet the jealouſy which the 
ſenate of Sweden entertained of their ſovereign 
and the hope of recovering their ancient poſſeſ 4 = 
fions in Pomerania, by means of the prefent trou- 9 
bles, together with their old attachment to France W 
newly cemented by intrigues and ſubſidies, would 
certainly induce them to join in the general con. 4 
federacy. The duke of Mecklenbourg took 1 : 
fame party, and agreed to join the Swediſh army, | 
when it ſhould be aſſembled, with fix thouſand 9 F 
men, Beſides all theſe preparations againſt th 5 
king of Pruſſia, he was, in his quality of ele |: 
of Brandenbourgh, put under the ban of the Eu 1 
pire by the aulic council; declared deprived ol 4 
all his rights, privileges, and prerogatives; bi 4 n 
fiefs eſcheated into the exchequer of the Eu 9 I: 
t 


pire; and all the circles accordingly e 1 
x | u 
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this ſentence in execution. of 
In this dangerous ſituation, thus menaced on all 
ages, and ſeemingly on the very brink of inevitable 
deſtruction, the Pruſſian monarch owed his preſerva- 
tion to thoſe aſtoniſhing abilities which wilk render 
him the admiration of all future ages. The Ruſſians 
Kkaoving that the country they were to paſs through 


feed their prodigious numbers, had taken care to 
E furniſh themſelves with proviſions for their march 
chither, depending upon the reſources they ex- 


— Theſe proviſions were exhauſted by the time they 
reached the borders of that province, where they 
FX found themſelves ſuddenly and unexpectedly de- 
1 | flitute of ſubſiſtence, either to return back or to 
proceed forward: the king of Pruſſia having, with 
great prudence and foreſight, ſecured plenty to 
EX himſelf, and diſtreſs and famine to his enemies, 
by buying up all the corn and forage of the coun- 
try which theſe laſt were entering *. However, 
EX notwithſtanding theſe precautions, his Pruſſian ma- 
eſty, to guard as much as could be againſt every 
poſſible event, ſent a great number of gunners and 
matroſſes from Pomerania to Memel, with three 
regiments of his troops, to reinforce the garriſon 
of that place. At the ſame time he gave ſuch or- 
ders for the tranquilicy of Dreſden, that, though 
It was the capital of an enemy's country, and then 


n 4 This is the reaſon which had ſome other more ſecret 
NY has hitherto been publickly aſ. cauſe, is evident from the giC- 
7 ſigned for the ſudden halt of grace of the great chancellor, 
"IF tbe Ruſſians : but that this ex- count Beſtucheff, which en- 
x "ordinary event muſt have ſued ſoon after. 


pected to find in Lithuania after their arrival there. 
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3 | furniſh their reſpective contingencies for putting An. 1757. 


in their way to Lithuania, would not be able to 


The pro- 
greſs of 
the Ruſ- 
ſians 
ſtopt. 


Strict at- 
tention of 
the king 

of Pruffia. 
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An. 757. the head- quarters of an enemy to that country, it 
enjoyed the utmoſt quiet; the Pruſſian troops be- 
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having with the greateſt regularity, and the king 
himſelf immediately redreſſing, in perſon, every 
grievance, of which the leaſt complaint was 
made +. Leaving nothing to others but the exe- 
cution of his commands, he examined every 
thing in perſon. In ſix days he viſited all the 
poſts which his troops poſſeſſed in Sileſia, gave 
the neceſſary orders for their ſecurity, and went 
to Neiſs, where he ſettled with marechal Schwe- 
rin the general plan of the operations of the ap- 
proaching campaign; and particularly, that the 
marechal's army in Sileſia, which conſiſted of 
fifty thouſand men, was to have in conſtant view 
the motions of the royal army, by which its 
own were to be regulated, that they might both 
act in concert, as circumſtances ſhould require. 


At the ſame time, other armies were aſſembled by FR 


the king of Pruſſia in Luſatia and Voightland; 
twenty thouſand men were collected at Zwickaw, 
on the frontiers of Bohemia, towards Egra, un- 


der the command of prince Maurice of Anhalt- 


Defia'; and — thouſand choſen troops began 


+ Among many inſtances | 
of his particular attention, we 
ſhall mention only the follow- 
ing. Ten of his life-guards 
being billetted upon a burgher 
of Dreſden, were placed in the 


third ſtory, which they reſent- 


ed, telling the man, that at 
Potſdam they were always 


| lodged in the firſt floor; and 


threatened to turn him out of 
his apartment, and take poſſeſ- 


ſion of it for themſelves. The 3 
burgherimmediately preſented 3 
a ſtate of the caſe, in writing, 


to the king; who, in five mi- 


nutes, returned it with this 
anſwer, written with his own 


band: ** Potſdam is not Dreſ- 


den; Dreſden is not Potſdam : 
my troops muſt be ſatisfied 
with a third ſtory, where bet- a 
ter accommodations are not to 


be had.” 
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headquarters were ſertled; In the mean while, the 
Auſtrian troops began to form on the trontiers of 
WE Saxony, where ſome of their detachments appeared, 
io watch the motions of the Pruſſians, who ſtill 
continued to purſue their operations with great ac- 
MN tivity and reſolution. FEY 2 +715 
= All poſſible care was taken by the Prufſians at 
EZ Dreſden to ſecure a retreat, in caſe of a defeat. 
As only one regiment of Pruſſians could be ſpared 
to remain there in garriſon, the burghers were 
diſarmed, their arms depoſited in the arſenal, and 
= a detachment. was poſted at Konigſtein, to oblige 
tat fortreſs to obſerve a ſtrict neutrality. All cor- 
2 : reſpondence with the enemy was ſtrictly prohibited; 
and it having been diſcovered that the counteſs of 
1 Ogilvie, one of the queen's maids of honour, had 
5 ; diſobeyed his majeſty's commands, ſhe was arreſted ; 
7 ” but, on the queen's interceſſion, afterwards re- 
leaſed. The counteſs of Bruhl, lady of the Saxon 
prime miniſter, was alſo arreſted by his Prufſian 
majeſty's order; and, on her making light of her 
2 confinement, and reſolving to ſee company, ſhe 
vas ordered to quit the court, and retire from 
Saxony. M. Henwin, the French miniſter, was 
cold that his preſence was unneceſſary at Dreſden ; 
and on his replying that his maſter had com- 
manded him to ſtay, he was again deſired to de- 
0 part; on which he thought proper to obey. The 
count de Waekerbath, miniſter of the cabinet, 
and grand maſter of the houſhold to the prince 
royal of P olarid, was arreſted, and conducted to 
2 Cuſtrin, by the expreſs command of his maz-ſty. 
The king of Pruſſia, having thrown two bridges 
Numb. 12. E 2 over 


their march towards Great Zeidlitz, where their An. 1757 
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An. 1257. over the Elbe early in the ſpring, ordered the ſeve- 
ral diſtricts of the electorate of Saxony to ſupply 
him with a great number of waggons, each drawn 
by four horſes. The circles of Miſnia and Leip lic 
were enjoined to furniſh four hundred each, 1 

the other circles in proportion. 1 

Skir- While the king of Pruſſia was taking theſe mea- IN 

14 . ſyres in. Saxony, two ſkirmiſhes happened on the 2 3 

frontiers of Bohemia, between his troops and the 


the Pruſ- 
fans and Auſtrians. On the twentieth of February, a 


_ body of fix thouſand Auſtrians ſurrounded the 
frontiers little town of Hirſchfeld in Upper Luſatia, gar. 
of Bobe- riſoned by a battalion of Preffian foot. The firſt | 
mia. a tack was made at four in the morning on two re- 
doubts without the gates, each of which was de- 
fended with two ficld-pieces: and though the | 
Auſtrians were ſeveral times repulſed, they ar laſt | 
made themſelves maſters of one of the redoubts, 
and carried off the two pieces of cannon. In their „ 
retreat they were purſued by the Pruſſians, who i 
fell upon their rear, killed ſome, and took many 
priſoners: this affair coſt the Auſtrians at leaſt five 
hundred men. About a fortnight after, the prince 
of Bevern marched out of Zittau, with a body of 
near nine thouſand men, in order to deſtroy the 
remaining ſtrong holds poſſeſſed by the Auſtrians "2 
on the frontiers, In this expedition he took the Auſ- 1 
trian magazine at F riedland in Bohemia, conſiſting | 
of nine thouſand ſacks of meal, and great ſtore of 
ammunition z and, after making himſelf maſter of Wl 
Reichenberg,. he returned to Zittau. The van of 1 
his troops, conſiſting of a hundred and fifty huſ- 
ſars of the regiment of Putkammer, met a body 
of ſix * Croats, ſuſtained by two hundred 6 i 
Auſtrian 1 
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- Auſtrian 1 of Bathiani, at their entering 
Bohemia; and immediately fell upon them ſword 
in hand, killed about fifty, took thirty horſes, and 
made ten dragoons priſoners, The Pruſſians, it is 


"= ſaid, did not loſe a ſingle man on this occaſion ; and 


1 | two ſoldiers only were ſlightly wounded, the Au- 

5 trians having made but a ſlight reſiſtance. _ 
Whatever the conduct of the court of Vienna 
might have been to the allies of Geat-Britain, ſtill, 

however, proper regard was ſhewn to the ſubjects 


1 of this crown; for an edic̃t was” publiſhed at Flo- 
XX rence on the thirteenth of February, wherein his 


Imperial majeſty, as grand duke of Tuſcany, de- 
clared his intention of obſerving the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous neutrality in the then ſituation of affairs. 
a All the ports in that duchy were accordingly 
enjoined to pay a ſtrict regard to this declaration, in 
all caſes relating to the French or Engliſh ſhips in 
the Mediterranean. The good effects of this in- 
junction ſoon appeared; for two prizes taken by the 
Engliſh having put into Porto Ferraio, the cap- 


An.1757. 


Neutrali- 
ty of the 
Emperor, 
as grand 
duke of 
Tuſcany, 


tains of two French privareers audaciouſly addref- 


ſed the governor, alledging that they were cap- 


tures of a pirate, and requeſting that they might 


be obliged to pur to ſea: but the governor pru- 
dently replied, That as they came in under 
Engliſh colours, he would protect them ; and 
forbid the privateers, at their peril, to commit any 
violence. They, however, little regarding the go- 
vernor's orders, prepared for ſailing, and ſent their 
boats to cut out one of the prizes. The captain 


firing at their boats, killed one of their men, 


which alarming the centinels, notice was ſent to 
1 the 
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Behavi- 
our of the 
Dutch; 


who grant 
the French 
a free paſ- 
ſage to 
the Low 


Coun- 
tries, 


where 


they take 
poſſeſſion 
of ſeveral 
places be- 
longing 


to the 


king of 
Pruſſia. 
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the governor and he, in conſequence, ordered the. 


two privateers immediately to depart. 


The conduct of the Dutch bore a yery 128 
rent aſpect: it was tame, puſillanimous, and cau- 


tious. Whilſt his Pruſſan majeſty was employed 
on *the ſide of Bohemia and Saxopy, the French 
auxiliaries began their, march to. harfaſs his de- 
fenceleſs territories in the neighbourhood of the 
Low Countries. A free paſſage was demanded of 
the Sates General through Namur and Maeſtricht, 


for the proviſions, ammunition, and artillery. be- 


longing to this new army: and though, the Eng- 
liſh ãmbaſſador remonſtrated againſt their com- 


pliance, and repreſented it as a breach of the. neu- : 
trality their High Mightineſſes declared they would | 
obſerve, yet, after ſome, heſitation, the, demand 
and their inability to prevent the 
paſſage of the French troops, ſhould it be attempted 5 1 


was granted; 


by force, pleaded in excuſe of their conduct. 
Scarce had the French army, commanded by 


ihe prince of Soubile, ſet foot in the territories | 
of Juliers and Cologne, when they. found them- 4, 
ſelves in poſſeſſion of the duchy of Cleves and 


the county of Mark, where all things were left 
open to them ; 


burgh, who were ſent to facilitate their. retreat, 


The diſtreſſed inhabitants, thus expoſed to the ca- 


lamities of war, from an unprovoked enemy, were 
inſtantly ordered to furniſh contributions, forage, 


and proviſions, for the uſe of their invaders; and, 


what was ſtill more terrifying to them, the partizan 


Fiſcher, whoſe crueltics, during the laſt war, tbey 


ſtill 


the Pruſſians, who evacuated their 
poſts, taking their route along the river Lippe, 
in order to join ſome regiments from Magde. 
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| "2 | place; to which end they opened the ſluices, and 
laid the country round under water. Thoſe who 


— retreated, filing off to the north-weſt of Pader- 
born, entered the county of Ritberg, the pro- 
: 15 perty of count Kaunitz-Ritberg, great chancellor: 

to the Empfteſs- queen. After taking his caſtle, 
ia which they found thirty pieces of cannon, 
they raiſed contributions in the diſtrict, to the 
amount of forty thouſand crowns. As the Pruſ- 
bass retired,” the French took poſſeſſion of the 
country they quitted in the name of the Empteſs- 


queen, whoſe commiſſary attended them for that 


purpoſe. The general rendezvous of theſe troops, 

5 under the prince Soubiſe, was appointed at Neuſs, 
Cl in the electorate of Cologne, where a large Wy, 
; 4 of French was aſſembled by the firſt of April. 


The Auſtrians, in their turn, were not idle. 
Marſhal Brown viſited the fortifications of Brinn 
and Koningratz; reviewed the army of the late 
prince Picolomini, now under the command of 
general Serbelloni ; and put his own army in 
march for Koſtlitz on the Elbe, where he propoſed 


do cſtabliſh his head-quarters. 


During the receſs of the armies, while the ri- 


1 gours of winter forced them to ſuſpend their hoſtile 
operations, and the greateſt preparations were 
A making to open the campaign with all poſſible 
2 * count Beſtucheff, great chancellor of 


* © | Ruſ- 
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mill remembered with horror, was again let looks An, 17575 
. upon them by the inhumanity of the Empreſs- 
aqueen. Weſel was immediately occupied by the. 
gy French: Emmerick and Maſeyk ſoon ſhared the. 
ame fate: and the city of Gueldres was beſieged, 
1 the, Pruſſians ſeeming reſolved. to defend this laſt. 


Declara- 
tion of the 
Czarina 
againſt 
the king 
of Pruſſia. 
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An. 57. Ruſſia, wrote a circular letter to the primate, ſena-. 
tors, and miniſters of the republic of Poland, fer- 
ting forth, © That the empreſs of Ruſſia was ex- 
tremely affected with the king of Poland's diſtreſs, 
which ſhe thought could not but excite the com- 
pafſicn of all other powers, but more eſpecially | 
of his allies : That the fatal conſequences which 
f might reſult from the raſh ſtep taken by the 
| + king of Pruſſia, not only with reſpect to the Wl 
= rranquillity of Europe in general, but of each 
1 1 power in particular, and more eſpecially of the 
neighbouring countries, were ſo evident, that the 
intereſt and ſafety of the ſeveral princes rendered 
it abiclutely neceſſary they ſhould make it a com- 
mon cauſe : not only to obtain proper ſatisfaction 
for choſe courts whoſe dominions had been ſo un- 
juſtiy attacked, but likewiſe to preſcribe ſuch 
bounds to the king of Pruſſia as might ſecure 
them from any future apprehenſions from ſa enter- 
prizing and reſtleſs a neighbour : that with this 
view, the Empreſs was G to aſſiſt the 
king of Poland with a conſiderable body of troops, 
which were actually upon their march“, under the 
command of general Apraxin ; and that, as there 
would be an ablolute neceſſity for their marching 
through part of the territories of Poland, her Im- 
perial majeſty hoped rhe republic would not fail 
to facilitate their march as much as poſlible.” She 
farther recommended to the republic, to take ſome 
ſalutary meaſures for fruſtrating the defigns of the 
king of Pruſſia, and procuring harmony among 
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in December: and the Ruſ- vember. 
ſians, as we obſerved before, i 


themſelves, 
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4 good purpoſes. In this, however, the Poles were 
ſo far from following her advice, that, though ſure 
olf being ſacrificed in this conteſt, which ſide ſoever 


WE. paſſage to the Ruſſians, and others were for afford- 
ing them the utmoſt aſſiſtance in their power. 
= With this cauſe of contention, others of a more 
| "q private nature fatally concurred, by means of a 
XX miſunderſtanding between the prince Czartorin- 
ki and count Mniſnec. Almoſt every inhabitant 
of Warſaw was involved in the quarrel; and the 
violence of theſe factions was ſo great, that ſcarce 
a night paſſed without bloodſhed, many dead bo- 


dies, chiefly Saxons, being found in the ftreets 


every morning. 
f 2 In the mean time Great Britain, unſettled in 
ber miniſtry and councils at home? unſucceſsſul in 
ber attempis abroad, judging peace, if it could 
7 be obtained on juſt and honourable terms, more 
eligible than a continental war, propoſed ſe- 
veral expedients to the Empreſs-queen for reſtor- 
ing the tranquillity of Germany; but her anſwer 
== was, That, whenever ſhe perceived that the 
expedients propoſed would indemnify the ex- 
| traordinary expences ſhe incurred in her own 
| defence, alſo the heavy loſſes ſuſtained by her ally 
de king of Poland, and afford a proper ſecu- 
rity for their future ſafety, ſhe would be ready to 
| give the ſame proofs ſhe had always done of 
E 4 her 


WT prevail:d, they divided into parties with no leſs 
WE zeal, than if they had as much to hope from the 
prevalence of one ſide, as to fear from that of the 
WE other. Some of the palatines were for denying a 


7 


7 


WS themſelves, as the moſt conducive meaſure to theſe An.1757- 


Factions 


inboland. 
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An. 1757. her deſire to reſtore peace ; but it could not 
be expected ſhe ſhould liſten to expedients, of 
which the king of Pruſſia was to reap the whole 
advantage, after having begun the war, and waſted 
the dominions of a prince, who relied for his ſecy. 
rity upon the faith of treaties, and the appearance 
of a harmony between them.” 
Upon the receipt of this anſwer, the court of 
London made ſeveral propoſals to the Czarina, 


W of 


> TERS 


1 | | to interpoſe as mediatiix between the courts of 7 
1 | Vienna and Berlin; but they were rejected with 
ji | ma ks of diſplcature and reſentment; and upon Sir 
Bil: | Hanbury Williams, the Britiſh ambafſador's conti- 


nuing to urge his ſolicitations very ſtrongly, and : 
even ſome hints of menaces, an anſwer was de. 
livered to him by order of the Empreſs, pur- 3 
porting, © That her Imperial majeſty was aſtoniſhed : 
at his demand, after he had already been made ac- 
hill quaiated with the meaſures ſhe had taken to effet 
1 a reconciliation between the courts of Vienna ang 
| Berlin. He might eaſily conceive, as matters 1 | 
were then ſituated, that the earneſtneſs with which 12555 
he now urged the ſame propoſition, muſt neceſ. 
farily ſurprize her Imperial majeſty, as it ſhewed 
but little regard to her former declaration. The 
Empreſs, therefore, commanded his excellency | 
to be told, that as her intentions contained in 
her firſt anſwer remained abſolutely invariable, 
no ulterjor propoſitions for a mediation would 
be liſtened to; and that as for the menaces 
made uſe of by his excellency, and particularly, 
that the king of Pruffia himſelf would ſoon attack 
the Ruftian army, fuch threatenings ſerved only 
| wh to 


GRORGE „ 


= * 
hs s 


to weaken the ambaſſador's RESIN to con- 


of rr fill more, were it poſſible, the Emprelts in her 
le reſolutions; to juſtify them to the whole world ; 
d 1 and to render the king of Pruſſia more blame- 
u- able,” 

ce The ſeaſon now drawing on in which the troops 


” of the contending powers would be able to take 
WS che field, and the alarming progreſs of the Ruſſians 
3 being happily ſtopt, his Pruſſian majeſty, whoſe 
x wiſe maxim has always been to keep the ſeat of 
= war as far as poſſible from his own dominions, re- 
ſolved to carry it into Bohemia, and there to attack 
the Auftrians on all fides. To this end he ordered 
his armies in Saxony, Miſnia, Luſatia, and Sileſia, 
co enter Bohemia in four different and oppoſite 
- T7 places, nearly at the ſame time, The firſt of theſe 
he commanded in perſon, affiſted . by marechal 
7 Keith; the ſecond was led by prince Maurice of 
| '® Anhalt Deſſau; the third by prince Ferdinand of 
| TX Brunſwic-Revern ; and the fourth by marechal 
Schwerin. In conſequente of this plan, marechal 
{8 | Schwerin's army entered Bohemia, on the eigh- 
teenth of April, in five columns, at as many dif- 
ferent places. The deſign was ſo well concerted, 
chat the Auſtrians had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
their approach till they were paſt the frontiers ; 
and then they filled the dangerous defile of Gulder- 
Oielſe with Pandours, to diſpute that paſſage; but 
they were no ſooner diſcovered, than two battalions 
of Pruſſian grenadiers attacked them with their 
bayonets fixed, and routed them. The prince of 
Anhalt paſſed the frontiers from Miſnia, and pene- 
trated into Bohemia on the twenty -ficſt of April, 
# without 
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without meeting any reſiſtance. The prince 
of Bevern, on the twentieth of the ſame month, 


having marched at the head of a body of the army, 
which was in Lufatia, from the quarters of canton- 


ment near Zittau, poſſeſſed himſelf immediately of 


the firſt poſt on the frontier of Bohemia, at Krottau 
and Graſenſtein, without the loſs of a ſingle man; 
drove away the enemy the ſame day from Kratzen, 
and proceeded to Machendorf, near Reichenberg. 
The ſame morning Putkammer's huſſars, who 
formed part of a body, commanded by a colo- 
nel and major, routed ſome hundreds of the 
enemy's cuiraſſiers, poſted before Cohlin, under 


the conduct of prince Lichtenſtein, took three 


officers and upwards of ſixty horſe priſoners, and 


ſo diſperſed the reſt, that they were ſcarcely able to 


rally near Kratzen. Night coming on, obliged 
the troops to remain in the open air till the next 
morning; when, at break of day, the Pruſſians 
marched in two columns, by Habendorf, towards 


the enemy's army, amounting to twenty-eight 


thouſand ſtrong, commanded by count Konig{(eg, 
and poſted near Reichenberg. As ſoon as the 
lines were formed, they advanced towards the 
enemy's cavalry, ranged in three lines of about 
thirty ſquadrons. The two wings were ſuſ- 
tained by the infantry, which was poſted among 
felled trees and intrenchments. They imme- 
diately cannonaded the enemy's cavalry, who re- 
ceived it with reſolution, having on their right 
hand a village, and on their left a wood, 
where they had entrenched themſelves. But the 
prince of qevern having cauſed fifteen ſquadrons 
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wood on his right to be attacked at the ſame time 
by the battalions of grenadiers of Kahlden and of 
Moellendorff, and by the regiment of the prince 
of Pruſſia, his dragoons, who, by clearing the 
ground, and poſſeſſing the entrenchments, had 
their flanks covered, entirely routed the enemy's 
cavalry. In the mean time colonel Putkammer 
and major Schenfeld, with their huſſars, though 
flanked by the enemy's artillery, gave the Auſ- 
trian horſe· grenadiers a very warm reception 3 3 
whilſt general Leſte witz, with the left wing of the 


Pruſſians, attacked the redoubts that covered 


Reichenberg. Though there were many defiles 
and riſing grounds to paſs, which were all occu- 
pied by the enemy, yet the regiment of Darmſtadt 
forced the redoubt, and put to flight and purſued 


the enemy, after ſome diſcharge of their artillery 


and ſmall arms, from one eminence to another, for 
the diſtance of a mile, when they gave over the 
purſuit. The action began at half an hour after 
fix, and continued till eleven. About one thou- 
ſand of the Auſtrians were killed and wounded : 
among the former were general Porporati and count 
Hohenfelds, and among the latter prince Lichten- 


| ſtein and count Mansfeld. Twenty of their offi- 


cers, and four hundred ſoldiers, were taken pri- 
foners, and they alſo loſt three ſtandards, On the 
fide of the Pruſſians ſeven ſubalterns and about an 


hundred men were killed, and ſixteen officers and 


an hundred and fifty men wound2d. All the Pruſ- 
ſian commanders ſignalized themſelves extremely 
on this occaſion; and the duke of Bevern, in par- 
ticular, increaſed the — he had acquired the 


pre- 


76 
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An, 1767. preceding year at the battle of 3 exhi- 


The king 
of Pruſſia 
gains a 
complete 
victory 
over the 
Auſtrians 


near 
Prague. 
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N fac proofs. of his {kill and FO: 


nt 


this ſucceſs, addreſſed himſelf o his . "of 


guards. to this effect: © See, my boys, 'a; moſt 
happy beginning! The prince of Bevern has de- 
feated the Auſtrians at Reichenberg. This pro- 


miſes us, that, with God's aſſiſtance, we hall have 
the. like ſucceſs.” To which the regiment an- 


ſwered, with loud huzzas, “ Long live the king, 


our jacomparable ſovereign !“ which was imme - 


diately followed by the. united acclamations of the 
reſt of the army, | - 

After this battle het 1 Fe the 
prince of Bevern, made himſelf. maſter of the great- 
eſt part of the circle of Buntzlau, and took a con- 
fiderable magazine from the Auſtrians, whom he 
diſlodged, . The prince of Anhalt-Deſſau, with his 
corps, drew near the king of, Pruffia's army; after 
which the latter advanced. as far as Budin, from 
whence the Auſtrians, who had an adyantageaus 
camp there, retired to Weſtwarn, half way be- 
tween Budin and Prague; and his Pruſſian ma- 


marechal Schwerin were ſq ſituated as to be able 
to act jointly. 

Theſe advantages were but the ai to a 
much more deciſive victory, which the king him- 
ſelf gained a few days after. Preparing to enter 
Bohemia, at a diſtance from any of the corps com- 
manded by his generals, he made a movement a8 


if he had intended to march towards Egra. The 


enemy, deceived by this feint, and imagining he 
was going to execute ſome deſign, diſtinct from 
the 
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ihe! obj ect of his other armies, detached a body Ana 57. 


of twenty ouſand men to obſerve. his motions : : 


whereupon he made a ſudden” and maſtetly move- 
ment to the left, by which he cut off all commu- 
nication. between that detachment and the main- 
army of. the Auſtrians, which, having been rein- 
forced by the army of Moravia, by the re- 
mains of the corps lately defeated by the -duke 
of Bevern, and by ſeyeral regiments of the gar- 
riſon of Prague, amounted to near a hundred thou- 


ſand men; ſtrongly entrenched on the banks of 


the Moldaw, to the north of Prague, in a camp 
ſo, fortified by every advantage of nature, and 
every contriyance. of art, as to be deemed almoſt 
impregoable. The left wing of the Auſtrians, 


thus ſituatęd, was guarded by the mountains of 


Ziſcka, ang tl the ri t extended as far as Herboli. 
Prince Charles of Lorrain and marechal Brown, 
who cammanded them, ſeemed determined to 
maintain this adyantageous poſt : but the Ring of 
Pruſſia, whoſe vivacity -overlooked all difficu]- 
ties, having thrown ſeveral bridges over the 
Moldaw on the fifth of May, paſſed that river 


in the morning of the ſixth, with thirty thou- 


ſand men, leaving the reſt of the army under the 
command of the prince of Anhalt Deſſau: and 


being immediately joined by the troops under ma- 
reohal Schwerin and the prince of Bevern, re- 


ſolved to attack the enemy on the ſame day. In con- 
ſequence of this reſolution, his army filed off on 


the left by Potſchernitz, in order to execute this 


defign ; and at the ſame time count Brown wheel- 
ed to the right, to avoid being flanked. The 
Pruſſians continued their march to Bichwitz, tra- 

* verſing 
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An. 1757. verſing ſeveral defiles and moraſſes, which for a 


Marechal 
Schwerin 
killed in 
the battle. 


little while ſeparated the infantry from the reſt of 
the army. The foot began the attack tog pre- 
cipitately, and were at firſt repulſed but they ſ ſoon 
recovered themſelves. While the king of Pruf. 
ſia took the enemy in flank, marechal Schwerin 
advanced to a marſhy ground, which ſuddenly 
ſtopping his army, threatened to diſconcert the 
whole plan of operation : upan this, he immedi- 
ately diſmounted, and taking the ſtandard of the 


regiment in his hand, boldly entered the morals, 


crying out, © Let all brave Pruſſians follow me.“ 
Inſpired by the example of this great com- 


mander, now eighty- -two years of age, all the 


troops preſſed forward; and, though he was un- 
fortunately killed by the firft fire, their ardour 
158 not till they had totally defeated the ene- 

Thus fell marechal Schwerin, loaded with 


8 and glory ; an officer whoſe fidelity,” intre- 


pidity, experience, and military prudence, had 
deſervedly gained him the friendſhip and confi- 


dence of his royal maſter. Cool intrepidity in 


action, a quick diſcernment, and rapid execution, 
were the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of this com- 
mander. | 

In the mean time, the Pruſſian infantry, which 
had been leparated in the march, forming them- 


ſelves afreſh, renewed the attack on the enemy's 
right, and entirely broke it: while their cavalry, 


after three charges, obliged that of the Auſtrians 
to retire in great confuſion, the center being at 
the ſame time totally routed. The left wing of 


the Pruſſians then marched immediately towards 
Micheley, and being there joined by the horſe, 


e- 
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renewed their atrack, while the encmy were retreat- An. 17 57- 


ing haſtily towards Saſzawa. In the mean time, 
the troops on the right of the Pruſſian army, 
attacked the remains of the left wing of the Auſ- 


trians, and made themſelves maſters of three bat- 
reries, But the behaviour of the infantry in the 
laſt attack was ſo ſucceſsful, as to leave little room 


for this part of the cavalry to act. Prince Henry 
of Pruſſia, and the prince of Bevern, performed 
wonders, making themſelves maſters of two batte- 
ries; and prince Ferdinand of Brunſwic took the 
left wing of the Auſtrians in flank, while the 
king with his left, and a body of cavalry, ſecured 
the paſſage of the Moldaw, In ſhort, after a very 


long and obſtinate engagement, and many ſignal 


examples of valour on both ſides, the Auſtrians 
were forced to abandon the field of battle, leaving 
behind ſixty pieces of cannon, all their tents, 
baggage, military cheſt, and, in a word, their 
whole camp. The weight of the battle fell upon 


the right wing of the Auſtrians: the remains of 


whom, to the amount of ten or twelve thouſand 
men, fled towards Beneſchau, where they after- 
wards aſſembled under M. Pretlach, general of 
horſe. The infantry retired towards Prague, and 
threw themſelves into that city, with their com- 


manders, prince Charles of Lorrain and marechal 


Brown; but they were much harraſſed in their re- 
treat, by a detachment of the Pruſſians under ma- 
rechal Keith. The Pruſſians took, on this occa- 
ſion, ten ſtandards, and upwards of four thou- 
ſand priſoners, thirty of whom were officers of 
rank. Their loſs amounted to about two thou- 


land fi ve hundred killed, and about three thouſand 


_ wounded, 
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An.17 57+ wounded. Among the former, were general 


Prague 


inveſted. 


d'Amftel, the prince of Holſtein-Beck, the colo- 
nels Goltze and Manſtein, and lieutenant-colonel 
Roke. Among the latter, the generals Wenter⸗ 
field, De la Mothe, Feuque, Hautcharmoy, Blan- 
kenſee, and Plettenberg. The number of the 
killed and wounded on the ſide of the Auſtrians, | 


was much greater. "Among theſe laſt, was mare- 


chal Brown, who received a wound, which, from 
the chagrin he ſuffered, rather than from irs own 


The day after the battle colonel Meyer was 3 


detached with a battalion” of Pruſſian Pandours, 
and four hundred buſſars, to deſtroy a very con- 


ſiderable and valuable magazine of the Auſtrians 


187 


deſtruction of vel arkers of leſs i importance; 
by the loſs of which, however, all poſſibility of 
ſubfiſtence was cut off, from any ſuceours the Auf 
trians might have expected from the Empire. 
The Pruſſians, following their blow, immediate- 
ly inveſted Prague on both ſides of the river, the 
king commanding on one ſide, and marechal Keith 
on the other. In four days the whole city was 
ſurrounded with lines and intrenchments, by which 
all communication from without was entirely cut 
off: and beſides, prince Charles of Lorraine and 
marechal Brown, the two princes of Saxony, the 
prince of Modena, the duke d' Aremberg, count 
Lacy, and ſeveral other perſons of great diſtine- 
tion, were ſhut up within the walls; together with 


about forty thouſand of the Auſtrian army, who 


had taken refuge in Prague after their defeat. 
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Every thing continued quiet on both ſides, 
ſcarce a cannon-ſhot being fired by either for ſome 
time after this blockade was formed ; and in the 
mean while the Pruſſians made themſelves maſters 


of Cziſcaberg, an eminence which commands the 


town, where the Auſtrians had a ſtrong redoubt, 
continuing likewiſe to ſtrengthen their works, Al- 
ready they had ſallied out, and taken ſome other 
ineffectual ſteps to recover this poſt; but a more 
deciſive ſtroke was neceſſary, Accordingly a de- 
ſign was formed of attacking the Pruſſian army in 
the night with a body of twelve thouſand men, to 
be ſuſtained by all the grenadiers, volunteers, Pan- 
dours, and Hungarian infantry, in caſe an impreſ- 
ſion could be made on the king's lines: It was 
intended to open a way ſword in hand, through 
the camp of the beſiegers, and to eaſe Prague of 
the multicude of forces locked up ulelefs within 
the walls, ſerving only to conſume the proviſions 
of the garriſon, and hurry on a ſurrender. Hap- 
pily a deſerter gave the prince of Pruſſia intelli- 
gence of the enemy's deſign, about eleven o'clock 
at night. Proper meaſures were immediately taken 


for their reception, and in leſs than a quarter of 


an hour the whole army was under arms. 
This deſign was conducted with ſo much filence; 


that, though the Pruſſians were warned of it, they 


could diſcover nothing before the enemy had 


3r- 
An. 1757. 


The be- 
ſieged 
make a 
vi gorous 


ſally. 


charged their advanced poſts. The attack was be- 


gun on the fide of the little town, againſt mare- 


chal Keith's camp, and the left wing of the Pruf- 


fan army encamped on the Moldaw. From hence 
it is probable the Auſtrians propoſed not only to 
deſtroy the batteries that were raiſing, but to at- 
Numb. 12, F tdack 
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tack the bridges of communication which the Pruſ- 
ſians threw over the Moldaw, at about a quarter of | 
a German mile above and below TT at Branick 
and Podbaba. 

The greateſt alarm * e two o'clock, 
when the enemy hoped to have come ſilently and 
unexpectedly upon the miners; but they had left 
work about a quarter of an hour before, At the 
report of the firſt piece which they fired, the piquet 
of the third battalion of Pruſſian guards, to the 
number of an hundred men, who went out of the 
camp to ſuſtain the body which covered the works, 
was thrown into ſome confuſion, from the dark- 
neſs of the night, which prevented their diſtin- 
guiſhing the Auſtrian troops from their own. 
Lieutenant Jork, detached with two platoons to re- 
connoitre the enemy, attempting to diſcover their 
diſpoſition by kindling a fire, Captain Rodig, by 
the light of this fire, perceiving the enemy's ſitua- 
tion, immediately formed the defign of falling 
upon them in flank, and gave orders to his men 
to fire in phtoons, which they performed, mu- 


tually repeating the ſignal given by their com- 


mander. The enemy fled with the greater preci- 
pitation, as they were ignorant of the weakneſs 
of the piquet, and as the ſhouting of the Pruſſian 
ſoldiers made them miſtake it for a numerous 
body. Many of them deſerted, many took ſhelter 
in Prague, and many more were driven into the 
river, and drowned. | 

Ar the ſame time this attack began, a regi- 
ment of horſe-grenadiers fell upon a redoubt 
which the Pruſſians had thrown up, ſupported by 
the Hungarian infantry : they returned three times 
4 to 


a. 


3 
*5 73 
8 


3 


FG 


3 
8 


3 AVS 
TS 


0 
EY 


Rs 


GEORGE II. 


Pruſſians, whom they found it impoſſible to diſ- 
odge; though prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick's 
battalion, which guarded this poſt, ſuffered ex- 


tremely. While the attack was making, the enemy 
kept an inceſſant fire with their muſquetry upon 


the whole front of the Pruſſians, from the convent 
of St. Margaret to the river. 


At three in the morning the Pruſſians quitted 


their camp, to engage the enemy. The battalion 


of Pannewitz attacked a building called the Red- 


houſe, ſituated at the bottom of a declivity before 
Wellaſtowitz. The Pandours, who had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of this houſe, fired upon them inceffantly 
from all the doors and windows, until they were dil- 
lodged ; and the Pruſſian battalions were obliged 
to ſuſtain the fire, both of cannon and muſquetry, 
for above two hours, when the enemy retired to 
the city, except the Pandours, who again took 
poſſeſſion of the Redhouſe, which the Pruſſians 


were forced to abandon, becauſe the artillery of 


Prague kept a continual fire upon it from the mo- 
ment it was known to be in their hands. The 
Auſtrians left behind them many dead and wound- 
ed, beſides deſerters; and the Pruffians, notwith- 
ſtanding the loſs of ſeveral officers and private 
men, made ſome priſoners. Prince Ferdinand; 
the king of Pruſſia's youngeſt brother, had a horſe 
killed under him, and was 2 wounded in 
the face. 4 

The Pruffian works being comple led, and hea- 
vy artillery arrived, four batteries, erected on the 


danks of the Moldaw, began to play with great 


fury, Near three hundred bombs, beſides an in- 
F323 - finity 


8 2. 
to the aſſault, and were as often beat back by the An. 1757 · 


84 
An. 1757. 


Prague 
bombard- 
ed, 


Brave de- 


fence of 


the be- 


ſieged. 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


finity of ignited balls, were thrown into the city 
in the ſpace of twenty-four hours. The ſcene was 
lamentable; houſes, men, and horſes wrapped in 
flames, and reduced to aſhes. The confuſion 


within, together with the want of proper artillery 


and ammunition, obliged the Auſtrians to ceaſe 


firing, and furniſhed his Pruſſian majeſty with all 
the opportunity he could wiſh of pouring deſtruc- 
tion upon this unfortunate city. The horrors of 
war ſeemed to have extinguiſhed the principles of 
humanity. No regard was paid to the diſtreſs of 
the inhabitants : the Auſtrians obſtinately main- 


tained poſſeſſion, and the Pruſſians practiſed every 
ſtratagem, every barbarous refinement, that con- 


ſtitutes the military art, to oblige them to capitu- 


late. After the conflagration had laſted three days, 


and conſumed a prodigious number of buildings, 


the principal inhabitants, burghers, and clergy, 
perceiving their city on the point of being reduced 
to a heap of rubbiſn, or laid wholly in aſhes, be- 
ſought the commander, in a body, to hearken to 
terms; but he was deaf to the voice of pity, and, 
inſtead of being moved with their ſupplications, 
drove out twelve thouſand perſons, the leaſt uſeful 
in defending the city. Theſe, by order of his 
Pruſſian majeſty, were again forced back; which 
ſoon produced ſo great a ſcarcity of reviſion with- 
in the walls, that the Auſtrians were reduced tothe 
neceſſity of eating horſe-fleſh, forty horſes being 


daily diſtributed to tlie troops, and the ſame food 
fold at four pence a pound to the inhabitants. 


However, as there ftill remained great abundance 
of corn, they were far from being brought to the 
laſt extremity. Two vigorous and well conducted 
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ſallies were made; but they proved unſucceſsful. An. 1757. 


The only advantage reſulting from them was the 
perpetual alarm in which they kept the Pruſſian 


camp, and the vigilance required to guard againſt 


the attacks of a numerous, reſolute, and deſperate 


arriſon. . | 
Whatever difficulties might attend the conqueſt 
of Prague, certain it is, that the affairs of the Em- 


preſs queen were in the moſt critical and deſperate 


firuation. Her grand army diſperſed in parties, and 


flying for ſubſiſtence in ſmall corps; their princes 


and commanders cooped up in Prague; that capi- 
tal in imminent danger of being taken ; the flou- 
riſhing kingdom of Bohemia ready to fall into the 
hands of the conqueror; a conſiderable army on 


the point of ſurrendering priſoners of war ; all the 


queen's hereditary dominions open and expoſed ; 
the whole fertile tract of country from Egra to the 
Moldaw, in the actual poſſeſſion of the Pruſſians; 
the diſtance to the archduchy of Auſtria not very 
conſiderable, and ſecured only by the Danube; Vi- 
enna under the utmoſt apprehenſions of a liege, 


and the Imperial family ready to take refuge in 
Hungary; the Pruſſian forces deemed invincible, 
© and the ſanguine friends of that monarch already 
ſharing with him, in imagination, the ſpoils of the 


ancient and illuſtrious houſe of Auſtria, Such was 
the aſpect of affairs, and ſuch the difficulties to be 
combated, when Leopold, count Daun, was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Auſtrian forces, to 
ſtem the torrent of diſgrace, and turn the fortune of 
the war, This general, tutored by long experience 


under the beſt officers of Europe, and the parti- 
cular favourite of the great Kevenhuller, was 


F 3 now, 
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now, for the firſt time, raiſed to act in chief, at 
the head of an army, on which depended the fate 
of Auſtria, and the empire. Born of a noble 
family, he relied ſolely upon his own merit : without 
ſoliciting court-favour, he aſpired after the higheſt 
preferment, and ſucceeded by mere dint of ſupe- 
rior worth. His progreſs from the ſtation of a ſu- 


baltern was flow and Glent ; his promotion to tbe 
chief command was received with univerſal eſteem | 


and applauſe. Cautious, ſteady, penetrating, and 
ſagacious, he was oppoſed as another Fabius to 
the modern Hannibal, to check the fire and vigour 


of that monarch, by ſlow prudence and phlegmatic 


circumſpection. Arriving at Boemiſchbrod, within 


a few miles of Prague, the day after the late defeat, 


he halted to colle& the fugitive corps and broken 
remains of the Auſtrian army, and ſoon drew toge- 
ther a force ſo conſiderable, as to attraft the notice 
of his Pruſſian majeſty, who detached the prince of 
Bevern with twenty battalions and thirty ſquadrons, 
to attack him before numbers ſhould render him 
formidable. Daun was too prudent to give battle 
with diſpirited fhattered troops, ſunk with diſgrace, 


to an army fluſhed with victory. He retired on the 


firſt advice that the Pruſſians were advancing, and 
took poſt at Kolin, where he entrenched himſelf 


ſtrongly, opened the way for the daily ſupply of re- | 


cruits ſent to his army, and inſpired the garriſon 
of Prague with freſh courage, in expectation of 
being ſoon relieved, Here he kept cloſe within 
his camp, divided the Pruſſian forces, by obliging 


the king to employ near half his army in watching 


his deſigns, weakened his efforts againſt Prague, 
harrafſed rhe enemy 135 cutting off their convoys, 
and 
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and reſtored, by degrees, the languiſhing and al- An. 1757. 


moſt deſponding ſpirits of his troops. Perfectly 
acquainted with the ardour and diſcipline of the 
Pruſſian troops, with the enterpriſing and impetus 
ous diſpoſition of that monarch, and ſenſible that 
his ſituation would prove irkſome and embarraſſing 
to the enemy, he improved it to the beſt advantage, 
ſeemed to foreſee all the conſequences, and directed 
every meaſure to produce them. Thus he retarded 
the enemy's operations, and aſſiduouſly avoided 
precipitating an action, until the Pruſſian vigour 
ſhould be exhauſted, their ſtrength impaired by 
loſſes and deſertion, the firſt fire and ardor of 
their genius extinguiſhed by continual fatigue and 
inceſſant alarms, and the impreſſion made on his 
own mer, by the late defeat, in ſome degree effaced, 


The event juſtified Daun's conduct. His army 
every day grew more numerous, while his Pruſſian 
| majeſty began to expreſs the utmoſt impatience at 


the length of the ſiege. When that monarch firſt 
inveſted Prague, it was on the preſumption that 
the numerous forces within the walls would, by 
conſuming all the proviſion, oblige it to ſurrender 


in a few days; but perceiving that the Auſtrians 
had ſtill a conſiderable quantity of corn; that count 


Daun's army was daily encreaſing, and would ſoon 
be powerful enough, not only to cope with the de- 
tachment under the prince of Bevern, but in a con- 
dition to raife the ſiege, he determined to give the 


count battle with one part of his army, while he kept 


Prague blocked up with the other. The Auſtrians 
amounted now to ſixty thouſand men, were deeply 
entrenched, and defended by a fine and prodigious 


train of artillery, placed on redoubts and batteries 
- Fs - erected 
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erected on the moſt advantageous poſts. Every 
acceſſible part of the camp was fortified with lines 
and heavy pieces of battering cannon, and the foot E 
of the hills ſecured by difficult defiles. Yet ſtrong 1 
as this ſituation might appear, formidable as the 


Auſtrian forces certainly were, his Pruſſian majeſty 


The king 
of Pruſſia 
advances 


undertook to diſlodge them with a body of horſe 
and foot, not exceeding thirty-two thouſand men. 
On the thirteenth day of June he quitted the camp 
before Prague, eſcorted by a few battalions and 
ſquadrons, with which he joined the prince of Be- 
vern at Milkowitz. Marechal Keith, it is ſaid, ſtre- 
nuouſly oppoſed this meaſure, and adviſed either 
railing the ſiege entirely, and attacking the Auſtrians 
with the united forces of Pruſſia, or poſtponing | 
the attack on the camp at Kolin, until his majeſty | 2, 
ſhould either gain poſſeſſion of the city, or ſome | 
attempts ſhould be made to oblige him to quit his 

ofts. From either meaſure an advantage would 


reſult, With his whole army he might probably 


have defeated count Daun, or at leaſt have obliged 
him to retreat. Had he continued within his lines 
at Prague, the Auſtrian general could nat have 
conſtrained him to raiſe the ſiege, without loſing 
his own advantageous ſituation, and giving battle 
upon terms nearly equal. But the king, elated 
with ſucceſs, impetuous in his valour, and confident 
of the ſuperiority of his own troops in point of diſ- 
cipline, thought all reſiſtance muſt fink under the 
weight of his victorious arm, and yield to that cou- 
rage which had already ſurmounted ſuch difficulties, 
diſregarded the marechal's ſage counſel, and marched 
up to the attack undaunted, and even affured of ſuc- 
ceſs, By the eighteenth the two armies were in 

w_ 5 fight ; 
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fight ; and his majeſty found that count Daun had 
not only fortified his camp with all the heavy can-, 
non of Olmutz, but was ſtrongly reinforced with 
troops from Moravia and Auſtria, which had joined 
him ſubſequent tothe kingꝰ's departure from Prague. 
He found the Auſtrians drawn up in three lines 
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upon the high grounds between Genlitz and St. 


John the Bäptiſt. Difficult as it was to approach 
their ſituation, the Pruſſian infantry marched up 
with firmneſs, while ſhot was poured like hail from 
the enemy's batteries, and began the attack 
about three in the afternoon. . They drove the 
Auſtrians with irreſiſtible intrepidity from two 
eminences fecured with heavy cannon, and two 
villages defended by ſeveral battalions; bur, 
in attacking the third eminence, were flanked 
by the Auſtrian cavalry, by grape-ſhot poured 
from the batteries; and, after a violent con- 


fi, and prodigious loſs of men, put into diſ- 


order, 

Animated with the king's preſence, they ral- 
lied, and returned with double ardour to the 
charge; but were a ſecond time repulſed. For 
ſeven times ſucceſſively did prince Ferdinand renew 
the attack, performing every duty of a great ge- 
neral and valiant ſoldier, tho? always with the ſame 
fortune. The inferiority of the Pruſſian infantry,the 
diſadvantages of ground, where the cavalry could 
not act, the advantageous ſituation of the enemy, 
their numerous artillery, their entrenchments, num- 
bers, and obſtinacy, joined to the ſkill and conduct 
of their general, all conſpired to defeat the hopes of 
the Pruſſians, to ſurmount their valour, and oblige 
them to retreat, The king then made a laſt and 

. ; furious 
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furious effort, at the head of the cavalry, on the 
enemy's left wing; but with as little ſucceſs as all 
the former attacks. Every effort was made, and 
every attempt was productive only of greater loſſes 
and misfortunes. At laſt, after expoling his per- 


fon in the moſt perilous ſituations, after perform- 
ing all that could be expected from valour tutored 


by conduct, and a ſoul inſpired with that noble ar- 
dour which braves dangers, graſps at victory, and 
ſpurns difficulty, his Pruſſian majeſty drew off his 
forces from the field of battle, retiring in ſuch 


good order, in ſight of the enemy, as prevented a 


purſuit, or the loſs of his artillery. and baggage. 
Almoſt⸗- all the officers on either ſide diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves; and count Daun, whoſe conduct emu- 
lated that of his Pruſſian majeſty, received two 
flight wounds, and had a horſe killed under him. 
The loſſes of both armies were very conſiderable : 
on that of the Pruſſians, the killed and wounded 
amounted to eight thouſand; leſs pernicious, how- 
ever, to his majeſty's cauſe than the frequent de- 


ſertions, and other innumerable ill conſequences 


that enſued. 
When the Pruſſian army 1 at Nimburg, 


his majeſty, leaving the command with the prince 


of Bevern, took freſh horſes, and eſcorted by twelve 


or fourteen huſſars, ſet out for Prague, where he 


arrived next morning without halting, after having 
been the whole preceding day on horſeback, and 
leading every attack. Immediately he gave orders 
for ſending off all his artillery, ammunition, and 


baggage; which was executed with ſo much expe- 


pn, that the tents were ſtruck, and the army on 
5 their 
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their march before the garriſon were informed of An. 1757. 
= the king's defeat. 

= Thus terminated the battle of Kolin and ſiege 

of Prague, in which the acknowledged errors of 

his Pruſſian majeſty were more than ballanced by 

the* intrepidity of his conduct, and the candour 

with which he owned his miſtake, both in a letter 

to the Earl Marechal Þ, and his converſation with ſe- 

veral of his general officers. Moſt people, indeed, 
imagined the king highly blameable for checking 

the ardour of his troops, to ſtop and lay ſiege to 
Prague. They would have had him to purſve his 


without powder; 
in return, were not ſparing of 


+ The Imperial grena- 
diers, ſays he, are an admira- 
ble corps: one hundred compa- 
nies defended a riſing ground, 
which my beſt infantry could 
not carry, Ferdinand, who 
commanded them, returned 
ſeven times to the charge ; 
but to no purpoſe. At firſt he 
maſtered à battery, but could 
not hold jt, The enemy had 
the adyantage of a numerous 

and well-ſerved artillery, It 
did honour to Lichtenſtein, 
who had the direction. Only 
the Pruſſian army can diſpute 
it with him. My infantry were 
too few, All my cavalry were 
preſent, and idle ſpectators, 
excepting a bold puſh by my 
houſhold troops and ſome dra- 
goons, Ferdinand attacked 
the enemy, 


theirs, They had the advan- 
tage of a riſing ground, of in- 
trenchments, and of a prodi- 
gious artillery. Several of my 


Tegiments were repulſed by 


their muſquetry. Henry per- 
formed wonders. I tremble 


for my worthy brothers: they 
are too brave. Fortune turn- 
ed her back on me this day. 


1 ought to have expected it : 
ſhe is a female, and I am no 
gallant. In fact, I ought to 
have had more infantry.— 
Succeſs, my dear lord, often 


occaſions a deſtructive confi- 


dence, Twenty-four batta- 


lions were not ſufficient to 


diſlodge ſixty thoufand men 


from an advantageous poſt, 


Another time we will do better. 
What ſay you of this league, 
which has only the marquis of 
Brandenbourg for its object? 
The great Elector would be 
ſurpriſed to ſee his grandſon 


at war with the Ruffians, the 


Auſtrians, almoſt all Germa- 
ny, and an hundred thouſand 
French auxiliaries.— I know 


not whether it will be diſgrace 


in me to ſubmit 3; but I am 


ſure there will be no glory in 


vanquiſhing me,” 
Con- 
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conqueſts, over-run Auftria, Moravia, and all the 
hereditary dominions, from which alone the Em- 
preſs-queen could draw ſpeedy ſuccours. A body 
of twenty or thirty thouſand men would have 
blocked up Prague, while the remainder of the 
Pruflian forces might have obliged the Imperial 
family to retire. from Vienna, and effectually pre- 
vented count Daun from aſſembling another army. 
It was univerſally expected he would have bent 
his march ſtraight to this capital; but he dreaded 


leaving the numerous army in Prague behind; and 


The. king 
of Pruſſia 
evacaates 
Bohemia. 


it was of great importance to complete the con- 
queſt of Bohemia. With reſpect to the attack at 
Kolin, his majeſty himſelf has generouſly given up 
that meaſure ; and to this alone, perhaps, are we to 
attribute the ſubſequent misfortunes, and the du- 
ration of the war. However, we ſhall not venture 
to reflect upon operations in which it would be pre- 
ſumption in us to decide. 

The prince of Pruſſia marched all night with 
his corps to Nimburg, where he joined the prince 
of Bevern; and marechal Keith retreated the 
next day, when marechal Brown having died 


before of the wounds he received on the ſixth 


of May, prince Charles of Lorrain ſallied out 
with a large body of the Auſtrians, and attacked 
the rear of the Pruſſians; but did no farther miſ- 
chief than killing about two hundred of their 
men. 

The ſiege of . being thus raiſed, the im- 
priſoned Auſtrians received their deliverer, count 
Daun, with inexpreſſible joy; and their united 


forces became greatly ſuperior to thoſe of the king 


of Pruſſia, who was in a ſhort time obliged to eva- 
cuate 
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cuate Bohemia, and take refuge in Saxony. The An. 1757. 


Auſtrians harraſſed him as much as poſſible in his 
retreat: but their armies, though ſuperior in num- 
bers, were not in a condition, from their late ſuſ- 
ferings, to make any deciſive attempt upon him, 
as the frontiers of Saxony abound with ſituations 
eaſily defended. | 

The loſs of this battle was ſucceeded by a ſtill 
more affecting misfortune : the death of a mother, 
whoſe maternal tenderneſs was ſuch as gave an ad- 
ditional ſtroke, which his Pruſſian maxelty was not 
prepared to receive. 

The rapidity of the Pruſſian conqueſts being thus 
checked, we ſhall now ſee the war confined not to 
one part of Germany only, but the whole become a 
ſcene of confuſion, devaſtation, and bloodſhed. 


To guard againſt the ſtorm which menaced Prepara- 
Hanover in particular, orders were tranſmitted tions for 


the de- 


thither to recruit the troops that had been ſent fence of 
back from England, to augment each com- Hanover. 


pany, to remount the cavalry with the utmoſt 


expedition; not to ſuffer any horſes to be con- 
veyed out of the electorate; to furniſh the ma- 

gazines in that country with all things neceſſary 
for fifty thouſand men, of which twenty- f ix thou- 
ſand were to be Hanoverians, and, in conſequence 
of engagements entered into for that purpoſe, 
twelve thouſand Heſſians, ſix thouſand Brunſ- 


wickers, two thouſand Saxe-Gothans, and a thou- 


ſand Lunenburgers, to be joined by a conſider- 
able body of Pruſſians, and the whole com- 
manded by his royal highneſs the duke of Cum- 
berland. But the . juſtice of his Britannic ma- 
Jelty, though he faw his German dominions 

threat- 
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French army towards its frontiers, would not per- 


mit him to march an army into the field before he 


had publiſhed to the world the juſt motives that 
had compelled him to oppoſe force by force, and 


to defend himſelf againſt the invaſion of his ene- 


mies by every means which God had put in his 
power *, The declaration, or manifeſto, which his 


was as follows : 


| majeſty cauſed to be publiſhed on this occaſion 


« His 


Both his Britannic ma- 


Jeſty, as eletor of Hanover, 


and the king of Pruſſia, had 
before by their miniſters, pre- 
ſented memorials to the dyet 


of the Empire, claiming the 


protection of the Empire a- 
gainſt the invaſion of the 


French: but as the dyet had 


already, by a majority of votes, 


declared itſelf againſt the king 


of Pruſſia, no effect could be 


5 expected from theſe memo- 


rials: for by that vote the ſe- 
veral circles of the Empire 
were obliged to ſend their 
reſpective contingents to the 
aſſiſtance of the empreſs- 
queen, for which purpoſe they 
were all raiſing troops, who 
were more likely to join with 
the French than to appear 


againſt them, However, theſe 


contingents were furniſhed 
very ſlowly, and with manifeſt 
reluQance; and it was ſtill ſup- 
poſed that many of the princes 
of the Empire would declare 
themſelves neutral, as the elec- 
tor of Bavaria had already ex- 
prefly done: and to induce 
them the more readily ſo to 
do the king, of Pruflia ſent a 


body of his troops, under co- 


lonel Meyer, into Franconia, 


where they advanced as far as 


Nuremberg, and threatened 
to raiſe contributions upon all 
ſuch as ſhould refuſe to de- 
clare themſelves neutral. 


On the other hand, the 


French miniſter had alſo, on 


thetwentieth of April, preſent- 


ed to the dyet a declaration, 
dated the twentieth of March, 
wherein his maſter gave his 
reaſons for ſending his armies 
into the Empire; and among 
other things, ſet forth, That, 
in order to prevent the war 
from ſpreading in the Em- 
pire, he had ſacrificed his de- 
ſire of a juſt revenge, and con- 
ſented that the empreſs- queen 


ſhould make an offer of a con- 


vention of neutrality, in his 
name, for the dominions 
which the king of England 
poſſeſſes in Germany, And, 
by way of ſupplement to this 
declaration, the Empreſs- 
queen communicated to ſe- 
veral courts, with whom ſhe 


was in friendſhip; the condi- 


tions that were propoſed for 
bringing about a neutrality ia 
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0 His Britannic majeſty, elector of Brunſwick- 
Lunenburg, uſed his utmoſt endeavours to prevent 
the war which has ariſen between him, as king of 
Great Britain, and the crown of France, and to 
accommodate in an amicable manner the diffe- 
rences which occaſioned it. When theſe endea- 
vours were found to be ineffectual, he till la. 


boured to keep the war, which he could not prevent, 


within narrow bounds, that it might not interrupt 


© the tranquility of his dominions in Germany, 
much leſs the other ſtates of Europe, who had no. 
concern in the quarrel. 


«In conſequence of this diſpoſition, and 1 
in the autumn of one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


fifty-five, it was become more probable than ever 
that France, to revenge the ſuppoſed injuries ſhe. 


pretended to have received from his Britannic ma- 
jeſty, would attack his dominions in Germany; 
his majeſty, in the beginning of the follow- 


—̃ ———_ 


favour of the electorate of 
Hanover. According to the 
overturgs made on this head, 
the king of Great Britain in his 
electoral capacity, would have 


. been conſidered as having no 


concern in the preſent war. 
His troops, and thoſe of the 
princes allied to him, were not 
to act againſt the troops of 
the Empreſs- queen and her al- 
lies, He was likewiſe to en- 
gage not to ſuccour the king 
of Pruſſia, either with men or 


money. The paſſage through 


that part of his eleQorate 


| which is fituated on the left 


of the river Aller, was to be 
granted to the troops of her 


Imperial majeſty andher allies, 


paying for what proviſions, fo- 
rage, and waggons, they ſhould 


want in the country: beſides 


which they were to be allowed 


to eſtabliſn magazines and hoſ- 


pitals in certain parts of the 
electorate. The town of Ha- 


melen was to be put into the 
hands of the Empreſs, or one 


of her allies, as a depoſit ; or 
into the hands of the empreſs 
of Ruſſia, or of the king of 
Denmark, who were piopoſed 
as guarantees of the conven- 
tion. Moreover, they were to 
make a repartition of quar- 
ters for the Hanoverian troops, 
whoſe number, by this con- 
vention, was not to b; aug- 
mented. 
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Declara- 
tion of his 
Britannic 
majeſty, 
as elector 
of Hano- 
ver, 


96 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


4.757. ing year, concluded a treaty with the king of Pruſ- 

| ſia, by which he had great reaſon to hope his pacific 
deſigns would have been rendered effectual, as by 
this treaty, purſuant to the intention of it, it was 
probable the king of France would-be diſappointed 
in his views, and as a new war has ſince broken 
out unexpectedly, his majeſty has carefully avoided 
taking any part in it. 

&« It is impoſlitle for the diſpaſſionate and impar- 
tial, after conſidering the conduct of his Britannic 
majeſty on this occaſion, not to ſee the injuſtice of 
all the motives and pretences of France for invad- 
ing the eleCtoral territories of Brunſwick, which 
are under the protection of the empire. 

« Tf theſe pretences are founded upon the war 
which has broke out between England and France, 
it is eaſy to ſhow, that this war, both with reſpe& 

to its cauſes and its ends, is entirely foreign to his 
majeſty, as elector, and to his German dominions. 


« As to the ſecond war which has been kindled 
in Germany, the crown of France, as guarantee of 


the treaty of Weſtphalia, has not the leaſt pretence 
on one hand, to act againſt the ſtates before-men- 
tioned, ſo long as his majeſty cannot be charged 
with any breach of the ſaid peace; and, on the 
other, France, as an ally and auxiliary of the Em- 
preſs-queen, cannot juſtly act agarnſt a member of | 
the Empire, who is not at war, nor has the leaſt | 
difference with her Imperial majeſty. | 
But as France has, notwithſtanding, entered | 
the empire, on the fide of Weſtphalia, with a nu- 4 
merous army, which, after having garriſoned the | 
imperial city of Cologne, is advancing farther and W | 
farther into the electoral ates of Brunſwick, as it 
= mas 
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biſhopric of Munſter; and as its deſign againſt 
the eſtates of his Britannic majeſty in Germany is 
too manifeſt to be doubted; he is compelled, by 


indiſpenſible neceſſity, to aſſemble and march an 
army, to avert, with the aſſiſtance of the Moſt 


High, all violence, injuſtice, and uſurpation, from 
his own eſtates and thoſe of his neighbours, 


Jo prevent the ill conſequence of falſe and art- 


ful inſinuations, his majeſty has thought it highly 
requilite thus to declare to the whole world, that 
he is very far from having conceived any deſign to 


| at offenſively againſt any of the ſtates of the Em- 
| pire, or even againſt the crown of France; and 


that by the armament, and the march of his troops, 
to which he has been compelled, he has no view or 
deſire but to repreſs, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, all 
invaſion, violence, and hoſtilities; and if ſuch ſhould 
happen, to do, as a principal and original member of 
the Empire, what ſhall be juſt in the ſight of God 
and man, and what he owes to the ſafety of the coun- 
try which the Almighty has entruſted to his care. 
He reſts aſſured, that no perſon can miſtake 
or miſinterpret the juſtice of this ſelf-defence, to 
which he is forced : and he confides particularly in 


the faith and friendſhip of his co-eſtates in the Em- 


pire, that they will not counteract his views in their 


favour, of keeping the calamities of war at a diſ- 
tance from their frontiers, but that they will rather 


facilitate and ſupport them. That being well aſ- 
fured his majeſty's troops will obſerve the moſt exact 


diſcipline, they will, in return, give them proofs of 


their good will, particularly by furniſhing them, 


for ready money, with ſuch proviſions and forage 


Numb. XIII. | G 508 


97 
has already entered and raiſed contributions in the An. 1257. 


2 


— — 


— 


— — 


CEPT TH FRIED Ix — rence 
— - tot þ 0 - - 


—— — 
— — (—— os, 


3 r 


— - —_—_— 
— rere 


98 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
An. 1757. as they ſhall want. And, laſtly, that they will not 
furniſh his enemies with theſe, or any other neceſ. 
ſaries or accommodations that may be prejudicial 
to his majeſty's dominions, or their own.” 


Tbe al- After this declaration, dated at Hanover the 
lied army twenty-third of April; the troops of the confe- 


aſſembles 5 
under the derated ſtates that were to compoſe the allied ar- 


command my, under the name of an army of obſervation, 
” _— began to aſſemble with all poſſible diligence near 
berlang, Bielefeldt. Thither the generals, appointed tocom- 
mand the ſeveral diviſions, repaired, to ſettle the 
plan of operations with their commander the duke 
of Cumberland, who, having left London on the 
ninth of April, arrived on the ſixteenth at Hano- 
ver, and from thence repaired to the army, which, 
having been joined by three Pruſſian regiments that 


retired from Weſel, conſiſted of thirty- ſeven batta- 


lions and thirty - four ſquadrons. Of theſe, ſix batta. 


lions and ſix ſquadrons were poſted at Bielefeldt, un- 
der the command of lieutenant-general baron de 
Sporcken ; fix battalions under lieutenant-general 
de Bock, at Hervorden ; fix battalions and four 
ſquadrons, under major-general Ledebour, between 
Hervord and Minden; ſeven battalions and ten 
ſquadrons, under lieutenant- general d'Oberg, in 
the neighbourhood of Hamelen; and five batta- 
lions and four ſquadrons, under major-general 
de Hauſs, near Nienburg. The head-quarters of 
his royal highneſs were at Bielefeldt. 
In the mean time the French on the Lower 
. Rhine continued filing off inceſſantly. The ſiege 
of Gueldres was converted into a blockade, occa- 
ſioned by the difficulties the enemy found in 
raiſing batteries; and a party of Hanoverians, 
having 
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having paſſed the Weſer, as well to ravage the An. 1757. 


country of Paderborn as to reconnoitre the F an 


carried off ſeveral wag ggons loaded with wheat and 


oats, deſtined for the territories of the elector of 
Cologne. On the other hand, colonel Fiſcher 
having had an engagement with a ſmall body of 
Hanoverians, in the county of Tecklenburg, rout- 
ed them, and made ſome priſoners. 

After ſeveral other little ſkirmiſhes between the 
French and the Hanoverians, the duke of Cum- 
berland altered the poſition of his camp, by placing 


it between Bielefeldt and Hervorden, in hopes of 


fruſtrating the deſign of the enemy; who, declin- 


ing to attack him on the ſide of Bracwede, after 


having reconnoitred his ſituation ſeveral days, made 
a motion on their left, as if they meant to get be- 


| tween him and the Weſer. This was no fades 


done than, on the thirteenth of June in the after- 


| noon, having received advice that the enemy had 


cauſed a large body of troops, followed by a ſecond, 


to march on his right to Burghotte, he ordered 


his army to march that evening towards Hervor- 
den; and at the ſame time major-general Harden- 


| berg marched with four battalions of grenadiers, 


and a regiment of horſe, to reinforce that poſt, 
Count Schulenberg covered the left of the march 
with a battalion of grenadiers, a regiment of horſe, 
and the light troops of Buckeburg. The whole 


army marched 3 in two columns. The right, com- 


poſed of horſe, and followed by two battalions, to 
cover their paſſage through the incloſures and de- 
files, paſſed by the right of Bielefeldt: and the left, 
conſiſting of de marched by the left of the 


ſame town. 5 
1 | The 
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miſnes 
with the 
French. 


The duke 
of Cum- 
berland 


paſſes the 
Weſer. 
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The van-guard of the French army attacked the 
rear-guard of the allies, commanded by major. 
general Einſiedel, very briſkly, and at firſt put 
them into ſome confuſion ; but they immediately 
recovered themſelves. This was in the beginning 
of -the night. At break of day the enemy's rein- 
forcements returned to the charge, but were again 


repulſed ; nor could they once break through lieu- 


tenant-colonel Alfeldt's Hanoverian guards, which 
cloſcd the army's march with a detachment of re- 
gular troops, and a new raiſed corps of hunters. 
The allies encamped at Cofeldt the fourteenth, 
and ſtaid there the next day, when the enemy's 
detachments advanced to the gates of Hervorden, 
and made a feint as if they would attack the town, 
after having ſummoned it: but they retired with- 
out attempting any thing farther; and, in the mean 
time; the troops that were poſted at Hervorden, 


and formed the rear-guard, paſſed the Weſer on 


the fide of Remen, without any moleſtation, and 
encamped at Holtzuyſen. A body of troops which 
had been left at Bielefeldt, to cover the duke's re- 
treat, after ſome ſkirmiſhes with the French, re- 
Joined the army in the environs of Herfort; and a 


few days after his royal highneſs drew near his 


bridges on the Weſer, and ſent over his artillery, 
baggage, and ammunition, At the fame time 
ſome detachments paſſed the river on the right, 
between Minden and Oldendorp, and marked out 


a new camp, advantageouſly ſituated, having the 


Weſer in front, and the right and left covered with 
eminences and marſnhes. There the army under 
his royal highneſs reaſſembled; and the French 
fixed their head- - quarters at Bielefeldt, which the 
4 Hano- 
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a2 magazine, which had been ſet on fire. 

By this time the French were in ſuch want of 
forage, particularly hay, that M. d'Etrees himſelf, 
the princes of the blood, and all the officers, with- 
out exception, were obliged to ſend back part of 
their horſes, in order to ſubſiſt thoſe that remained. 


conſiſting of ſeventy battalions and forty ſqua- 
drons, with fifty-two pieces of cannon, beſides a 
body of cavalry left at Ruremonde for the conve- 
niency of forage, was put in motion; and, in ſpite 
of almoſt impaſſable foreſts, famine, and every 
other obſtacle that could be thrown in their way 
by a vigilant and experienced general, at length 
ſurmounted all difficulties, and advanced into a 


8 country abounding with plenty, and unuſed to 
„dle ravages of war. 
* It was imagined, that the paſſage of the Weſer, 


n which defends Hanover from foreign attacks, 
would have been vigorouſly oppoſed by the army 
of the allies : but whether, in the preſent ſituation 
of affairs, it was thought adviſeable to act only 
upon the defenſive, and not to begin the attack in 
a country that was not concerned as a principal in 
the war: or whether the duke of Cumberland 
found himſelf too weak to make head againſt the 
enemy, is a queſtion we ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine. However that may have been, the whole 
French army paſſed the Weſer on the tenth and 
eleventh of July, without the loſs of a ſingle man. 

a manner of effecting this paſſage is thus re- 

ted. 


However, on the tenth of June their whole army, 
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Hanoverians had quitted, leaving in it only part of Wen 


The 
French 
follow 
him. 
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An. 1737. . Marechal d'Etrees, being informed that his ma- 


gazines of proviſions were well furniſhed, his 

ovens eſtabliſhed, and the artillery and pontoons 

arrived at the deſtined places, ordered lieutenant- 

general Broglio, with ten battalions, twelve ſqua- 

drons, and ten pieces of cannon, to march to Eng- 

heren; lieutenant-general M. de Chevert, with 

ſixteen battalions, three brigades of carabineers, 

the royal hunters, and fix hundred huſſars, to 

march to Hervorden; and lieutenant-general mar- 
quis d'Armentieres, with twelve battalions, and 

ten ſquadrons, to march to Ulrickhauſen. All theſe 

troops being arrived in their camp on the fourth 

of July, halted the fifth. On the ſixth, twenty- 

two battalions, and thirty-two ſquadrons, under the 

command of the duke of Orleans, who was now 

arrived at the army, marched to Ulrickhauſen; 

from whence M. d'Armentieres had ſet out early 

in the morning, with the troops under his com- 
mand, and by briſk marches got on the ſeyenth, 

by eleven at night, to Blankenhoven, where he 

found the boats which had gone from Ahrenſberg. 
The bridges were built, the cannon planted, and 
the entrenchments at the head of the bridges com- 
pleted in the night between the ſeventh and 
eighth. The marechal, having ſent away part of 
his baggage from Bielefeldt on the ſixth, went in 
perſon on the ſeventh at eleven o'clock to Horn, 
and on the eighth to Braket. On advice that M. 
d' Armentieres had thrown his bridges acroſs, with- 
out oppoſicion, and was at work on his entrench- 
ments, he went on the ninth to Blankenhoven, to 
ſee the bridges and entrenchments; and afterwards 
advanced to examine the firſt poſition he intended 
| For 
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for this army, and came down the right ſide of che An, 1757s 


Weſer to the abbey of Corvey, where he forded 
the river, with the princes of the blood, and their 
attendants. On the tenth in the morning he got 


on horſeback, by four o'clock, to ſee the duke of 


Ocleans's diviſion file off, which arrived at Corvey 
at ten o'clock; as alſo that of M. d' Armentieres, 


which arrived at eleven; and that of M. Souvre, 


which arrived at noon. The marechal, having 
examined the courſe of the river, cauſed the bridges 


of pontoons to be laid within gun-ſhot of the ab- 


bey, where the viſcount de Turenne paſſed that 
river in the year one thouſand fix hundred and ſe- 
venty-three, and where the diviſions under Brog- 


| lio and Chevert now paſſed it on the twelfth and 


thirteenth. Theſe two generals being informed 
of what was to be done upon the upper Weſer, 


attacked Minden, and carried it; whilſt a detach- The 


ment of the French entered the country of Eaſt-' French 


Frieſland, under the command of the marquis 
dAuvel; and, after taking poſſeſſion of Lier, 
marched on the right of the Eems to Embden, the 
only ſea-port the king of Pruſſia had, which at firſt 
ſeemed determined to make a defence; but the in- 
habitants were not agreed upon the methods to 
be taken for that purpoſe. They therefore met to 


' deliberate ; but in the mean time, their gates be- 


ing ſhut, M d'Auvel cauſed ſome cannon to be 
brought to beat them down: and the garriſon, 
compoſed of four hundred Pruſſians, not being 


ſtrong enough to defend the town, the ſoldiers mu- 


tinied againſt their officers; whereupon a capitu- 


lation was agreed on, and the gates were opened 


to the French commander, who made his troops 
G 4 | enter 


take Min- 
den and 


Embden ; 
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and lay 
the elec- 
torate of 
Hanover 
under 
contribu- 
tion, 


The ac- 
tion of 
Haſten- 
beck. 
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enter with a great deal of order, aſſured the ma. 
giſtrates that care ſhould be taken to make them 
obſerve a good diſcipline; and publiſhed two ordi- 
nances, one for the ſecurity of the religion and 
commerce of the city, and the other for prohibiting 
the exportation of corn and forage out of that 
principality. The inhabitants were, however, ob- 
liged to take an oath of allegianceto the French king, 

On Sunday the twenty-fourth of July, the French, 


after having laid a part of the electorate of Hano- 


ver under contribution, marched in three columns, 
with their artillery, towards the village of Latford; 
when major general Furſtenburg, who commanded 
the out- ports in the village, ſent an officer to in- 
form the duke of Cumberland of it: upon which 
his royal highneſs immediately reinforced thoſe 
poſts with a body of troops, under the command 
of lieutenant- general Sporcken; but finding it im- 
poſſible to ſupport the village, as it was commanded 
by the heights oppoſite to it, which were poſſcſſed 
by the enemy; and being ſenſible that it would be 
always in his power to retake it, from its ſituation 
in a bottom between two hills, he withdrew his poſt 
from Latford. The French then made two attacks, 


one at the point of the wood, and the other higher 
up in the ſame wood, oppoſite to the grenadiers com- 


manded by major-general Hardenberg; but they 
failed in both: and though the fire of their artil- 
lery was very ſmart, they were obliged to retire. 
The French army encamping on the heights oppo- 


fire. to the duke of Cumberland's poſts, together 
with the accounts he had received, that M. d'E- 


trees had aſſembled all his troops, and had with him 


a very n. train of artillery, left his royal 
highneſs 


— 
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highnefs no room to doubt of his intending to at- An, 1757. 


tack him. He therefore reſolved to change his 


ſituation for a more advantageous one, by drawing 
up his army on the eminence between the Weſer 
and the woods, leaving the Hamelen river og his 
right, the village of Haſtenbeck in his front, and 
his left cloſe to the wood, at the point of which 
his royal highnefs had a battery of twelve poun- 
ders and haubitzers. There was a hollow way 
from the left of the village to the battery, and a' 


continual moraſs on the other fide of Haſtenbeck 


to his right, Major-general Schulenberg, with the 


hunters, and two ' battalions of grenadiers, was 


poſted in the corner of the wood upon the left of 


the battery, and his royal highneſs ordered the vil- 


lage of Haſtenbeck to be cleared to his front, to 


prevent its being in the power of the enemy to keep 
poſſeſſion of it, and the ways by which the allies 
had a communication with that village during their 


encampment to be rendered impaſſable. In the 


evening his royal highneſs withdrew all his out- 


poſts; and in this poſition the army lay upon their 
arms all night. 


On the twenty fifth in the morning the French 
army marched forwards in columns, and began to 
cannonade the allies very ſeverely, which they con- 
tinued the whole day, marching and counter- 


marching continually, and ſeeming to intend three 


attacks, on the riglit, the left, and the center. In 
the evening their artillery appeared much ſuperior 
to that of the allies. The army was again ordered 


to lie all night on their arms; and his royal high- 
neſs cauſed a battery at the end of the wood to 


he ara count Schuleaberg - to be reinforced 
with 


4 &f 
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An. 1757. with a battalion of grenadiers, and two field- pieces 


of the enemy that appeared there, and were march- 


of cannon, and that battery to be alſo ſupported 


by four more battalions of grenadiers, under the 


command of major- general Hardenberg. His 
royal highneſs alſo cauſed a battery to be erected of 
twelve and ſix pounders, behind the village of Haſ- 
tenbeck, and took all the precautions he could 
think of to give the enemy a warm reception. As 
ſoon as it was day- light he mounted on horſeback, 
to reconnoitre the poſition of the enemy, whom he 


found in the ſame ſituation as the day before. At 


a little after five a very ſmart cannonading began 
againſt the battery behind the village, which was 
ſvpported by the Heſſian infantry and cavalry, who 
ſtood a molt ſevere fire with ſurpriſing Readineſs. 
and reſolution. Between ſeven and eight the firing 


of ſmall arms began on the left of the allies, when 


his royal highneſs ordered major-general Behr, 
with three battalions of Brunſwick, to ſuſtain the 
grenadiers in the wood, if their aſſiſtance ſhould be 
wanted. The cannonading continued above ſix 
hours, during which, the troops that were expoſed 
to it never once abated of their firmneſs. | 
The fire of the ſmall arms on the left increaſed, 
nd the French ſeemed to gain ground; whereupon, 
his royal highneſs detached the colonels Darken- 
hauſen and Bredenbach with three Hanoverian bat- 
talions and fix ſquadrons round the wood by Af, 
ferde, who, towards the cloſe of the day, drove fe-. 
veral ſquadrons of the enemy back to their army, 
without giving them any opportunity to charge. 
At length the grenadiers in the wood, apprehen- 
five of being ſurrounded, from the great numbers 


ing 
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ing round on that ſide, though they repulſed every 


thing that appeared in their front, thought it ad- 


viſeable to retire nearer the left of the army, which 


gave the enemy an opportunity of poſſeſſing them- 


ſelves of that battery without oppoſition, Here 
the hereditary prince of Brunſwick diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf at the head of a battalion of Wolfenbuttle- 
guards, and another of Hanoverians, who attacked 


and repulſed, with their bayonets, a ſuperior force 


of the enemy, and retook the battery, But the 
French being in poſſeſſion of an eminence, which 
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commanded and flanked both the lines of the i in- 


fantry and the battery of the allies, and where they 
were able to ſupport their attack under the cover 
of a hill, his royal highneſs conſidering the ſuperior 
numbers of the enemy, near double to his, and the 
impoſſibility of diſlodging them from their poſt, 

without expoling his own troops too much, order- 
cd a retreat; in conſequence of which his army re- 
tired, firſt ro Hamelen, where he left a garriſon, 


The allies 
retreat. 


then to Nienburg, and afterwards to Hoya; in the 


neighbourhood of which town, after ſending away 
all the magazines, ſick and wounded, he encamp- 
ed, in order to cover Bremen and Verden, and to 


preſerve a communication with Stade, to which 


place the archives, and moſt valuable effects of 
Hanover had been removed. 

In this engagement, colonel Bredenbach attack- 
ed four brigades very ſtrongly poſted, with a battery 
of fourteen pieces of canon, repulſed, and drove 
them down a precipice, and took all their artillery 
and ammunition ; but preferring the care of his 
N nded to the carrying * of the cannon, he 


brought 
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The 

French 
take Ha- 
melen. 


The duke 
de Riche- 
lieuſuper- 
ſedes ma- 
rechal 
d'Etrees 
in the 
command 
of the 
French 
army. 
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brought off only ſix, nailing up and deſtroying the 
reſt. The loſs of the allies, in the whole of theſe 
ſkirmiſhes, which laſted three days, was three hun- 
dred and twenty-ſeven men killed, nine hundred 
and ſeven wounded, and two hundred and twenty 
miſſing, or taken priſoners ; whilſt that of the 
French, according to their own accounts, amount- 
ed to fifteen hundred men. FRI hap 

The French, being left maſters of the field, 
ſoon reduced Hamelen, which was far from be- 
ing well fortified, obliged the garriſon to capitu- 
late, and took out of the town ſixty braſs cannon, 
ſeveral mortars, forty ovens, part of the equipage 
of the duke's army, and large quantities of provi- 
fions and ammunition, which they found in it, to- 
gether with a great many ſick and wounded, who, 
not being included in the gi oe et were made 
priſoners of war. i 

Whether the court of France had any reaſon to 
find fault with the conduct of the marechal d'Err&es, 
or whether its monarch was blindly guided by the 
counſels of his favourite madame de Pompadour, 


who, deſirous to teſtify her gratitude to the man 


that had been one of the chief inſtruments of her 


high promotion, was glad of an opportunity to re- 


trieve his ſhattered forevhen; and, at the ſame time, 
to add to her own already immenſe treaſures, we 
ſhall not pretend to determine; though the event 
ſeems plainly to ſpeak the laſt, and even at the 
time no compariſon was made between the military 


ill of the marechal a*Etrees, and that of the duke 


de Richelieu; but however that may have been, 
this laſt, who, if he had not ſhone in the character 
'of- a ſoldier, excelled all, or at leaſt moſt of his co- 


temporaries 


auf 
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temporaries in the more refined arts of a courtier, An. 1757. 
was, juſt before the battle we have been ſpeaking 
of, appointed to ſuperſede the former in the com- 
mand of the French army in Lower Saxony, where 

he arrived on the ſixth of Auguſt, with the title of 
marechal of France; and M. d' Etrées, in conſe- 
quence thereof, ſet out for Aix la-chapelle four 
days after. 

Immediately after the battle of Haſtenbeck, the Ihe 
French ſent a detachment of four thouſand men to French 
take poſſeſſion of the electorate of Hanover, and —— Per- 

eſſion of 
lay it under contribution, which they did without Hanover, 
the leaſt oppoſition; and alſo of the territories of 
the duke of Wolfenbuttle, as well as of many 
places in the dutchies of Bremen and Verden: and 
two days after the arrival of this new commander, 
the duke de Chevreuſe was detached with two 
thouſand men to take poſſeſſion of Hanover itſelf, 
with the title of governor of that city. He ac- 
cordingly marched thither; and upon his arrival 
there, the Hanoverian garriſon was immediately 
diſarmed, and left at liberty to retire where "my 
pleaſed. 

About the ſame time M. de Contades, with a de- 1 
tachment from the French army, was ſent to make ene. 
himſelf maſter of the territories of Heſſe-Caſſel, Caſſel. 
which he did without oppoſition ; for he was 
met at Warberg by that prince's maſter of the 
horſe, who declared, that they were ready to fur- 


niſn the French army with all the ſuccours the 


country could afford; and accordingly the magiſ- 
trates of Caſſel preſented him with the keys as ſoon 
as he entered their city. Gottingen was ordered 
by M. d' Armentieres to get ready for him within 

a 
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An.1757. a limited time, upon pain of military execution, 
four thouſand pounds of white bread, two thou- 
ſand buſhels of oats, which was more than could 
be found in the whole country, an hundred loads 

of hay, and other proviſions. 
The duke The duke of Cumberland remained encamped 
of Cum- in the neighbourhood of Hoya till the twenty- 


berland, ; 
preſſed on fourth of Auguſt, when, upon advice that the enemy 


all fides had laid two bridges over the Aller in the night, 
3 and had paſſed that river with a large body of 


troops, he ordered his army to march, to ſecure 
the important poſt and paſſage of Rothenburg, 
leſt they ſnould attempt to march round on his left; 
and his royal highneſs encamped that night 
at Hauſen, having detached lieutenant- general 
Oberg, with eight battalions and ſix ſquadrons, 
to Otterſberg, to which place he marched the next 
day, and encamped behind the Wummer, in a very 
ſtrong ſituation, between Otterſberg and Rothen- 
olds burg - The French took poſſeſſion of Verden on 
Verden the twenty-ſixth of Auguſt ; and one of their de- 
and Bre- tachments went on the 'twenty-ainch to Bremen, 
28 where the gates were immediately opened to them. 
The duke of Cumberland, now cloſely preſſed on 
all ſides, and in danger of having his communica— 
tion with Stade cut off, which the enemy was en- 
deavouring to effect, by ſeizing upon all the poſts 
round him, found it neceſſary to decamp again; to 
abandon Rothenburg, of which the French imme- 
diately took poſſeſſion; to retreat to Selſinge n, 
where his head - quarters were on the firſt of Sep- 
tember; and from thence, on the third of the ſame 
month, to retire under the cannon of Stade. Here 


it was imagined that his army would have been 
able 
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| able to maintain their ground between the Aller 
and the Elbe, till the ſeverity of the ſeaſon ſhould 
put an end to the campaign. Accordingly his 
royal highneſs, upon his taking this poſition, ſent 
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a detachment of his forces to Buck-Schantz, with 


ſome artillery, and orders to defend that place to the 
utmoſt: but as it could not poſſibly have held out 
many days, and as the French, who now hemmed 
him in on all ſides, by making themſelves maſters 
of a little fort at the mouth of the river Zwinga, 
would have cut off his communication with the 
Elbe, ſo that four Engliſh men of war then in that 
river could have been of no ſervice to him ; he was 
forced to accept of a mediation offered by the king 


| of Denmark, by his miniſter the count de Lynar, 


and to ſign the famous convention of Cloſter-Se- 
ven , by which thirty-eight thouſand Hanoveri- 


9 Tnis remarkable capitu- 
lation, which we ſhall give 
here at full length, on account 


of the diſputes that aroſe ſhort- 


ly after, concerning what the 
French called an infraction of 


it, was to the following ef- 


fect: 

« His majeſty the king of 
Denmark, touched with the 
diſtreſſes * the countries of 
Bremen and Verden, to which 


he has always granted his ſpe- 


cial protection; and being de- 
ſirous, by preventing thoſe 
countries from being any long- 
er the theatre of war, to ſpare 
alſo the effuſion of blood in 
the armies which are ready to 
Ciſpute the poſſeſſion thereof, 
hath employed his mediation 
by the miniſtry of the count de 


Lynar. His royal highneſs the 
duke of Cumberland, general 
of the army of the allies, on 
the one part, and his excellen- 
cy the marechal duke de Riche- 
lieu, general of the king of 
France's forces in Germany, 
on the other, have, in conſi- 
deration of the intervention of 
his Daniſh majeſty, reſpective- 
ly engaged their word of ho- 


nour to the count de Lynar, to 


abide by the convention here- 
after ſtipulated ; and he, the 


count deLynar,correſpondent- 


ly to the magnanimity of the 
king his- maſter's intentions, 
obliges himſelf to procure the 


Is forced 
toſign the 
conven- 
tion of 
Cloſter= 
Seven, 


guaranty mentioned in the 


preſent convention; ſo that it. 
ſhall be ſent to him, with his 


full powers, which there was 
| no 
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ans laid down their arms, and were diſperſed into 
different quarters of cantonment. 


no time to make out, in the 
circumſtances which hurried 
his departure. ; 
Article I. Hoſtilities ſhall 
ceaſe on both fides within 
twenty-four hours, or ſooner, 
if poſſible. Orders for this 
purpoſe ſhall be immediately 
ſent to the detached corps. 
II. The auxiliary troops of 
the army of the duke of Cum- 
berland, namely, thoſe of Heſſe, 
Brunſwick, Saxe Gotha, and 
even thoſe of the count de la 
Lippe Buckbourg, ſhallbe ſent 
home: and as it is neceſſary to 
ſettle particularly their march 
to their reſpective countries, a 
general officer of each nation 
mall be ſent from the army of 
the allies, with whom ſhall be 
ſettledthe route of thoſetroops, 
the dieiſions they ſhall march 
in, their ſubſiſtence on their 
marcb, and their paſſports to be 
granted them by his excellen- 
cy the duke de Richelieu to go 
to their own countries, where 
they ſhall be placed and diſtri- 
buted as ſhall be agreed upon 
between the court of France 
and their reſpective ſovereigus. 
III. His royal highneſs the 
duke of Cumberland obliges 
himſelf to paſs the Elbe, with 
ſuch part of his army as he 
ſhall not be able to place in 
the city of Stade: That the 
part of his forces which ſhall 
enter into garriſon in the ſaid 
city, 2nd which it is ſuppoſed 
may amount to between four 
and fix thouſand men, ſhall re- 


main there under the guaranty 
of his majeſty the king of Den- 
mark, without committing any 
act of hoſtility: nor, on the 
other hand, ſhall they be ex- 
poſed to any from the French 
troops. In conſequence there- 
of, commiſſaries, named on 
each fide, ſhall apree upon the 
limits to be fixed round that 
place, for the conveniency of 
the garriſon; which limits ſhall 
not extend beyondhalfa league 
or a league from the place, ac- 
cording to the nature of the 
ground or circumſtances which 
ſhall be fairly ſettled by the 
commiſſaries. The reſt of the 
Hanoverian army ſhall go and 
take quarters in the country 
beyond the Elbe: and, to facili- 
tate the march of thoſe troops, 
his excellency the duke de 


Richelieu ſhall concert with a 


general- officer, ſent from the 
Hanoverian army, the route 
they ſhall take; obliging him- 
ſelf to give the neceſſary paſſ- 
ports and ſecurity for the free 
paſſage of them and their bag- 
gage to the places of their 
deſtination; his royal highneſs 
the duke of Cumberland re- 
ſerving to himſelf the liberty of 
negotiating, between the two 
courts, for an extenſion of 
thoſe quarters, As to the 
French troops, they ſhall re- 
mainin the reſt of thedutchies 
of Bremen and Verden, till the 
definitive reconciliation of the 
two ſovereigns. 
IV. As the aforeſaid articles 
| are 
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CEORGE Hl. 
The Hanoverians being now quite ſubdued, 


and the whole force of the French let loofe againſt 


the 


3 


are to be executed as ſoon as 
poſſible, the Hanoverian army, 
and the corps which are de- 
tached from it, particularly that 
which is at Buck Schantz, and 
the neighbourhood, ſhall retire 
under Stade in the ſpace of 
eight and forty hours. The 
French army fhall not paſs the 
tiver Oſte, in the dutchy of 
Bremen, till the limits be re- 
gulated. It ſhall, beſides, 
keep all the poſts and countries 
of which it is in poſſeſſion; 
and, not to retard the regula- 
tion of the limits between the 
armies, commiſſaries ſhall be 
nominated and ſent on the 
tenth inſtant to Bremen- wor- 
den, by his royal highneſs the 
duke of Cumberland, and his 
excellency the marechal duke 
de Richelieu, to regulate, as 


well the limits to be aſſigned to 


the French army, as thoſe that 
are to be obſerved by the gar- 
riſon at Stade, according to 
Art. III. | 
V. Allthe aforeſaid articles 
ſhall be faithfully executed ac- 
cording to their form and te- 
nor, and under the faith of his 
majeſty the king of Denmark's 
guaranty, which the count de 
Lynar, his miniſter, engages 
to procure. 7 
Done at the camp at Cloſter- 
Seven, Sept. 8, 1757. 
Signed WILLIAM. 


SEPARATE ARTICLES. 


Upon the repreſentations 
made by the count de Lynar, 
with a view to explaia ſome 
Numb. 13. | 


diſpofitions made by the pre- 
ſent convention, the following 
articles have been added: | 

I. It is the intention of his 
excellency the marechal duke 
de Richelieu, that the allied 
troops of his royal highneſs 
the duke of Cumberland ſhall 
be ſent back to their reſpective 
countries, according to the 
form mentioned in the ſecond 
article; and that as to their 
ſeparation and diſtribution in 
the country, it ſhall be regu- 
lated between the courts, thoſe 
troops not being conſidered as 
priſoners of war. 

II. It having been repreſent- 
ed, that the country of Lunen- 
berg cannot accommodate more 
than fifteen battalions and ſix 
ſquadrons, and that the city of 

t Stade cannot abſolutely contain 
the garriſon of ſix thouſand 
men allotted to it, his excel- 
lency the marechal duke de 
Richelieu, being preſſed by M. 
de Lynar, who ſupported this 
repreſentation by the guaranty 
of his Daniſh majeſty, gives 
his conſent; and his royal 
highneſs the duke of Cumber- 
land engages, to cauſe fifteen 
battalions and fix ſquadrons to 
paſs the Elbe; and the whole 
body of hunters, and the re- 
maining ten ' battalions and 
twenty-eight ſquzdrons, ſhall 

be placed in the town of Stade, 

and the places neareſt to it that 

are within the line, which ſhe!l 

be marked by poſts from the 

mouth of the Liche in theEibe, 
to the mouth of the Elmerbeck 
* in 


An. 1757. 


The 

French. 
let looſa 
by this 
treaty à- 
gainſt the 
king of 
Pruffia; 
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An. 1757. 


enter his 
domini- 
ons, 


where 
they com- 
mit great 
diſorder:. 


NIS TDRT OT ENGLAND. 
the king of Pruſſia by this treaty, marechal Riche. 
lieu immediately ordered lieutenant general Ber. 
chini to march with all poſſible expedition, with 
the troops under his command, to join the prince 
of Soubiſe: the gens-Uarms, and other troops that 
were in the landgraviate of Heſſe. Caſſel, received 
the ſame order ; and ſixty battalions of foot, and 
the greateſt part of the horſe belonging to the 
French army, were directed to attack the Pruflian 
territories. Marechal Richelieu himſelf arrived at 
Brunſwick on the fifreenth of September; and 
having, in a few days after, aſſembled an hundred 
and ten battalions, and an hundred and fifty fqua- 
drons, with an hundred pieces of cannon, near 
Wolfenbuttle, he entered the king of Pruſſia's domi- 
nions with his army on the twenty-ſeventh, twenty- 
eighth, and twenty-ninth of the ſame month, in 
three columns, which penetrated into Halberſtadt 
and Brandenburg, plundering the towns, exacting 
contributions, and committing many horrid enor- 


iu 


L 


in he river Oſte: provided 


always, that the ſaid ten bat- 


talions, and twenty-eight ſqua- 
drons ſhall be quartered there 
as they are at the time of ſign- 
ing this convention, and ſhall 
not be recruited under any pre- 
text, or augmented in any 
caſe; and this clauſe is parti - 


cularly guarantied by the count 


de Lynar in the name of his 
Daniſh majeſty. 

III. Upon the repreſenta- 
tion of his royal highneſs the 


duke of Cumberland, that the 


army and the detached corps 


cannot both retire under Stade 


in eight and forty hours, agree- 


-able to the convention, his ex- 


cellency the marechal duke de 
Richelieu hath ſignified, that 
he will grantthem proper time, 
provided the corps encamped 
at Buck-Schantz, as well as 
the army encamped at Bremer- 
worden, begin their march to- 
retire in four and twenty hours 
after ſigning the convention. 
The time neceſſary for other 
arrangements, and the execu- 
tion of the articles concerning 
the reſpective limits, ſhall be 
ſettled between lieutenant-ge- 


neral Sporcke, and the marquis 


de Villemar, firſt heutenant- 
general of the king's army. 


Done, &c. 
mities, 
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mities; which their general connived at. In the An. 757. 
mean time the duke of Cumberland returned to Eug- 
land, where he arrived on the eleventh of October, 
and ſhortly after reſigned all his military commands; 

Had the allied army, after the battle of Haſten- RefleQi- 
beck, marched directly to the Leine, as it might ons on the 
eaſily have done, and then taken poſt on the other — 
fide of Wolfenbuttle, Halberſtadt, and Magde- the allied 
burgh, it might have waited ſechrely under the army. 
cannon of the latter place for the junction of the 
Pruſſian forces; inſtead of which, it moſt injudi- 
ciouſly turned off to the Lower Weſer, retiring 
ſucceſſively from Hamelen to Nienberg, Verden, 
Rothenburgh, Buxtchude, and laſtly ro Stade, 
where, for want of ſubſiſtence and elbow-room, 
the troops were all made priſoners of war at large. 

They made a march of an hundred and fifty miles 

to get themſelves cooped up in a nook, inſtead-of = 
taking the other route, which was only about an 

hundred miles, and would have led them to a place 

of ſafety : and, hy this unaccountable conduct, the 

king of Pruſſia was not only deprived of the aſſiſt- Conſe. 
ance of near forty-chouſand good troops, which, in quences 
the cloſe of the campaign, might have put him of ee, 

miſcon= 

upon an equality with the French and the army of g,a. 
the Empire; but alſo expoſed to, and actually in- 
vaded by his numerous enemies on all ſides, inſo- 
much that his ſituation became now more dange- 
rous than ever; and the fate which ſeemed to have 
threatened the Empreſs a few months before, thro” 
his means, was, to all appearance, turned againſt 
himſelf : his ruin was predicted, nor could human 
prudence foreſee how he might be extricated from 
his complicated diſtreſs ; for beſides the invaſion 
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116 HISTORY or ENGLAND, 

An. 1757. of his territories by the French under the duke de 
Richelieu, the Ruſſians; who had made for a long 
time a dilatory march, and feemed uncertain of 
their own reſolutions; all at once haſtened their 
motion, and entered Ducal Pruſſia under marechal 
Apraxin and general Fermor, marking their pro- 
preſs by every inhumanity that unbridled cruelty, 
luſt, and rapine, can be imagined capable of com- 
mitting. A large body of Auſtrians entered Sile- Ml | 
fia, and penetratcd as far as Breſlau: then, turning 
back, they laid ſiege to the important fortreſs of 
Cchweidnitz, the key of Sileſia. Another body 
entered Luſatia, another quarter of the Pruſſian ter- 
ritories, and made themſelves maſters of Zittau, 
Twenty-two thouſand Swedes pierced into Pruſſian 
Pomerania, took the towns of Anclam and Dem- 
min, and laid the whole country under contribu- 
tion. The army of the Empire, reinforced by that 

of prince Soubiſe, after many delays, was at laſt on 
full march to enter Saxony; and this left the Auſ- 
trians at liberty to turn the greateſt part of their 
forces to the reduction of Sileſia, An Auftrian 
general, piercing through Luſatia, paſſed by the 
Pruſſian armies, and ſuddenly preſenting himſelf 
before the gates of Berlin, laid the whole country 
under contribution; and though he retired on the 
approach of a body of Pruſſians, yet he till found 
means to interrupt the communication of theſe laſt 
with Sileſia, The Pruſſians, it is true, exerted 
themſelves bravely on all ſides, and their enemies 
fed before them; but whilſt one body was pur- 
3 ſuing, another gained upon them in ſome ther 
| part. The winter approached, their ſtrength decay- 


ed, and their adverſaries multiplied daily. Their 
= king, 
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king, harraſſed, and almoſt ſpent with inceſſant fa- An. 155 


tigue both of body and of mind, was excluded from 


the empire. The greateſt part of his dominions 
were either taken from him, or laid under contri- 
bution, and poſſeſſed by his enemies; who col- 
lected the public revenues, fattened on the contri- 
butions, and with the riches which they drew from 
the electorate of Hanover, and other conqueſts, 
defrayed the expences of the war; and by this 
convention of Cloſter ſeven, he was deprived of his 
allies, and left without any aſſiſtance whatever, ex- 
cepting what the Britiſh parliament might think 
fit to give him. How different is this picture 
from that which the king of Pruſſia might have 
ſketched out the day he took arms to enter Saxony! 
But, in order to form a clear idea of theſe events, 
of the ſituation of his Pruffian majeſty, and of the 
ſteps he took to defeat the deſigns of his antago- 
nifts, and extricate himſelf from his great and nu— 
merous diſtreſſes, it will be proper now to take a 
view of the ſeveral tranſactions of his enemies, as 
well during his ſtay in Bohemia, as from the time 
of his leaving it, down to that which we are now 
ſpeaking =_ 

Whilſt the king of Pruſſia was in Bohemia, the 
empreſs of Ruſſia ordered notice to be given to all 
maſters of ſhips, That if any of them were found 

aſſiſting the Pruſſians, by the tranſportation of 
troops, artillery, and ammunition, they ſhould be 


condemned as legal prizes: and her fleet, conſiſt- 


ing of fifteen men of war and frigates, with two 
bomb-ketches, was ſent to block up the Pruſſian 


ports in the Baltic, where it took ſeveral ſhips of 


that nation, which were employed in carrying pro- 
Wo 3 viſions 


ad + 


The Ruf- 


ſian fleet 


ſent to 


block up 
the Pruſ- 
ſian ports 


inthe 
Baltic. 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


42.17 57+ viſions and merchandize from one port to another. 


The Ruſ— 


ſian acmy 


under M. 
Apraxin 
quickens 


its mo- 


tiops, in, 
order to 


Invade 


Pruſſia, 


— 


One of theſe men of war appearing before Memel, 
a town of Poland, but ſubject to Pruſſia, the com- 


mandant. ſent an officer to the captain, to know 


whether he came as a friend or an enemy; to 
which the Ruſfian captain replied, That not with- 
ſtanding the diſpoſitions of the empreſs of both the 
Ruſlſias were ſufficiently known, yet he would far- 
ther explain them, by declaring, that his orders, 
and thoſe of the other Ruſſian commanders, were, 


in conformity to the laws of war, to ſeize on all the 


Pruſſian veſſels they met with on their cruize. 
Upon which the commandant of Memel imme: 
diately gave orders for pointing the cannon, to fire 


upon all Ruſſian ſhips that ſhould approach that 


place. | 

The iron of the Ruſhans had now lin- 
gered on their march upwards of fix months; and 
ic was Pretty generally doubted, by thoſe who were 
ſuppoſed to have the beſt intelligence, whether 
they ever were deſigned really to. paſs into the 


Pruſſian territories, not only on account of their 


long ſtay on the borders of Lithuania, but alſo be- 
cauſe ſeveral of their Coſſacks had been ſeverely pu- 
niſhed for plundering the waggons of ſome Pruſ- 
fan peaſants upon the frontiers. of Courland, and 


the damage of the peaſants compenſated with mo- 


ney, though general Apraxin's army was at the 


ſame time greatly diſtreſſed by the want of provi- 


ions; 
8 motions, and ſhewed they were in earneſt, deter- 


mined to accompliſh the ruin of Pruſſia. 


when, on a ſudden, they quickened their 


firſt act of hoſtility was the attack of Memel, which 


ſurrendered ; and by the arriclen of capitulationꝭ 
was 


+ 7'$ 
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GEORGE: . 


| was agreed, that the garriſon ſhould march out 


with all the honours. of war, after having engaged 
not to ſerve againſt the Empreſs, or any ; of her al- 
lies, for the ſpace of one year. 

His Pruſſian majeſty, juſtly foreſeeing the great 
enormities that were to be expected from thele ſa- 
vage enemies, who were unaccuſtomed to make 
war, except upon nations as barbarous as them- 


ſelves, who looked upon war only as an opportu- 


119 
An. 1257. 
Memel 
taken by 
the Ruſ- 
ſians. 


nity for plunder, and every country through which 


they happened to march as their's by right of con- 
queſt; cauſed the following declaration to be pub- 
liſhed, which is ſo full of ſentiments becoming a 
great prince, that the reader will not be diſpleaſed 


to ſee it here at length. 

It is ſufficiently known, that the king of Pruf. 
ſia, after the example of his glorious predeceſſors, f 
has, ever ſince his acceſſion. to the crown, laid To 


down as a maxim to ſeek the friendſhip of the im- 


perial court of Ruſſia, and cultivate it by every 


method. His Pruſſian majeſty hath had the ſatiſ. 
faction to live, for ſeveral ſucceſſive years, in the 


ſtricteſt harmony with the reigning Empreſs; and 


this happy union would be til] ſubliſting, if evil- 
minded potentates had not broke it by their ſecret 
machinations, and carried things to ſuch a height, 


that the miniſters on both ſides have been recalled, 
and the correſpondence broken off. 


« However melancholy theſe circumſtances 
might be for the king, his majeſty was neverthe- 


| Declara- 


lion of the 
king of 

Pruſſia on 
- this occa· 


ſion. 


leſs moſt attentive to prevent any thing that might 


increaſe the alienation of the Ruſſian court. He 
hath been particularly careful, during the diſturb- 


ances of the war that now unhappily rages, to avoid 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


- whatever might involve him in a difference with 


that court, ' notwithſtanding the great grievances 
he hath to alledge againſt it; and that it was pub. 
licly known the court of Vienna had at laſt drawn 
that of Ruſſia into its deſtructive views, and made 
it ſerve as an inſtrument for favouring the ſchemes 
of Auſtria. 

His majeſty hath given the whole world in- 
conteſtable proofs, that he was under an indiſ. 
penſable neceſſity of having recourſe to the mea- 
ſures he hath taken againſt the courts of Vienna 
and Saxony, who forced him by their conduct to 
take up arms for his defence. Yet, even ſince 
things have been brought to this extremity, the 
king hath offered to lay down his arms, if proper 
ſecurities ſhould be granted to him. | 

His majeſty hath not neglected to expoſe the 
artifices by which the imperial court of Ruſſia hath. 
been drawn into meaſures ſo oppoſite to the Em- 
preſs? 8 ſentiments, and which would excite the ut- 
moſt indignation of that great princeſs, if the truth 
could be placed before ber without diſguiſe. The 
King did more: he ſuggeſted to her imperial ma- 
Jeſty fufficient means either to excuſe her not 
taking any part in the preſent war, or to avoid, 
upon "the juſteſt grounds, the execution of thoſe 
engagements which the court of Vienna claimed 
by a manifeſt abuſe of obligations, which they em- 
ployed to palliate their unlawful views. 

ce It wholly depended upon the empreſs of 
Ruſſia to extinguiſh the flames of the war, with- 
out unſheathing the ſword, by purſuing the mea- 
ſures ſuggeſted by the King. This conduct would 


have immortalized her reign throughout all Eu- 


rope, 


* 


GEORGE II. 


rope. It would have gained her more laſting glo- 


ry, than can be acquired by the greateſt triumphs. 

« The King finds, with regret, that all his pre- 
cautions and care to maintain peace with the Ruſ- 
ſian empire are fruitleſs, and that the intrigues of 
his enemies have prevailed. His majeſty ſees all 
the conſiderations of friendſhip and good neigh- 
bourhood ſet aſide by the imperial court of Ruſſia, 
as well as the obſervance of its engagements with 


his majefty. He fees that court marching its 


troops through the territories of a foreign power, 
and contrary to the tenor of treaties, in order to 
attack the King in his dominions : and thus taking 
part in a war, in which his enemies have involved 
the Ruſſian empire. 

In ſuch circumſtances, the King hath no other 


part to take, but to employ the power which God 


hath intruſted to him, in defending himſelf, pro- 
tecting his ſubjects, and repelling every unjuſt at- 
tack. 

His majeſty will never loſe ſight of the rules 
which are obſerved, even in the midſt of war, 


among civilized nations. But if, contrary to all 


% 


hope and expectation, theſe rules ſhould be vio- 
lated by the troops of Ruſſia, if they commit in the 
king's territories diſorders and exceſſes diſallowed 
by the laws of arms, his majeſty muſt not be 
blamed if he makes repriſals in Saxony: : and if, 
inſtead of that good order and rigorous diſcipline 


which have hitherto been obſeryed by his army, 


avoiding all forts of violence, he finds himſelf 
forced, contrary to his inclination, to ſuffer the pro- 
vinces and ſubjects of Saxony to be treated in the 
ſame manner as his own territories ſhall be treated. 
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The army 


of the 
empire 
raiſed 
with dif- 
ficulty. 


Unwil- 
lingneſs 
of many 
of the 
troops to 
ſerve 
againſt 
the king 


of Pruſſia. ſertion. Four thouſand of the troops belonging to 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

As to the reſt, the king will ſoon publiſh to 
the whole world the futility of the reaſons alledged 
by the imperial court of Ruſſia to Juſtify its ag- 
greſſion; and as his majeſty is forced upon making 
his defence, he has room to hope, with confidence, 
that the Lord of hoſts will bleſs his righteous arms, 
that he will diſappoint the unjuſt enterprizes of his 
ene mies, and grant him his- powerful aſſiſtance, to 
enable him to make head againſt them.“ 

When the king of Pruſſia was put under the 


ban of the empire, the ſeveral princes who com- 


poſe that body, were required, by the decree of 


the Aulic council, as we obſerved before, to fur- 


niſn their reſpective contingents againſt him, 
Thoſe who feared him looked upon this as a fair 
opportunity of reducing him; and thoſe who 
ſtood in awe of the houſe of Auſtria, were, thro? 
neceſſity, compelled to ſupport that power which 


they dreaded. Beſides, they were accuſtomed to 


the influence of a family, in which the empire had, 
for a long time, been in a manner hereditary ; and 
were ailo intimidated by the appearance of a confe- 
deracy, the moſt formidable, perhaps, that the 
world had ever ſeen. Yet, notwithſtanding all 
this, the contingents, both of men and money, 
were collected ſlowly ; the troops were badly com- 
poſed ; and many of thoſe, not only of the Pro- 
teſtant princes, but alfo of the Catholics, ſhewed 
the utmoſt reluctance to act againſt his Pruſſian 
majeſty, which, indeed, none of them would have 
been able to do, had it not been for the aſſiſtance 


of the French under the prince of Soubiſe. The 


Elector- Palatine loſt above a thouſand men by de- 


the 


„ ie & - tine. — 2 
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the duke of Wirtemberg, being delivered to the 
French commiſſary on the twenty-fourth of June, 
were immediately reyiewed : but the review was 
ſcarcely finiſhed, when they began to cry aloud, 
that they were ſold. The next morning chirty of 
them deſerted at once, and were ſoon followed by 
parties of twenty and thirty each, who forced their 
ways through the detachments that guarded the 
gates of Stutgard, and in the evening the mutiny 
became general. They fired upon the officers in 
the barracks, and let their general know, that if 
he did not immediately withdraw, they would ſhoot 
him. Mean while ſome of the officers having 
purſued the deſerters, brought back a part of them 
priſoners, when the reſt of the ſoldiers declared, 
that if they were not immediately releaſed, they 
would ſet fire to the ſtadthouſe and barracks ; upon 
which the priſoners were ſet at liberty late in the 
evening. The next morning the ſoldiers aſſem- 
bled, and having ſeized ſome of the officers, three 
or four hundred of them marched out of the town 
at a time, with the muſic of the regiments playing 
before them ; and in this manner near three thou- 
ſand of them filed off, and the remainder were af- 
terwards diſcharged. 
The king of Profſia, upon his leaving Bohemia, 
after the battle of Kolin, retired towards Saxony, 
as we obſerved before; and having ſent his heavy 
artillery and mortars up the Elbe to Dreſden, fixed 
his camp on the banks of that river, at = 
meritz, where his main army was ſtrongly i 
trenched, whilſt marechal Keith, with the — 
under his command, encamped on the oppoſite 
ſnore; a free communication being kept open by 
n 
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The king 
of Pruſſia 
encamp- 
ed at Le- 
itmeritz. 
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The Auſ- 
trians 
take 
Gabel, 


Upon 
their 
drawing 
towards 
Luſatia, 
the king 
of Pruſſia 


from Le- 
itmeritz, 
and 
marches 
thither. 


decamps 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
means of a bridge. At the ſame time detachments 
were ordered to ſecure the paſſes into Saxony. 

As this poſition of the king of Pruſſia pre- 
vented the Auſtrians from being able to penetrate 
into Saxony by the way of the Elbe, they moved, 
by flow marches, into the circle of Buntzlau, and, 
at laſt, with a detachment, commanded by the 
duke d'Aremberg and M. Macguire, on the eigh- 
teenth of June, fell ſuddenly upon, and took the 
important poſt at Gabel, ſituated between Boemiſh- 
Leypa and Zittau, after an obſtinate defence made 
by the Pruſſian garriſon, under major-general Put- 
kammer, conſiſting of four battalions, who were 
obliged to ſurrender priſoners of war. 

The Auſtrians having by this means . a 
march towards IL. uſatia, upon a corps which had 
been detached under the command of the prince 
of Pruſſia, to watch their motions ; his Pruſſian 
majeſty thought proper to leave Leitmeritz on 
the twentieth in the morning, and Jay that night 


at Lickowitz, a village oppoſite to Leitmeritz, of 


which a battalion of his troops ſtill kept poſſeſ- 
ſion, whilſt the reſt of his army remained en- 
camped in the plain before that place. The next 
morning, at break of day, prince Henry decamped, 
and made ſo good a diſpoſition for his retreat, that 


he did not loſe a ſingle man, though he marched + 


in fight of the whole body of Auſtrian irregulars. 
He paſſed the bridge at Leitmeritz, after withdraw- 
ing the battalion that was in the town, and having 


burnt the bridge, the whole army united, and 


made a ſmall movement towards the. paſſes of the 


mountains; the king then lying at Sulowitz, near 


aw field where the battle has Lowoſchutz was 
fought 


GEORGE IL 

fought on the firſt of October of the preceding 
year. The heavy baggage was ſent on in the at- 
ternoon, with a proper eſcorte; and in the morn- 
ing of the twenty-ſecond the army marched in two 
columns, and encamped on the high grounds at 
Luſechitz, a little beyond Lenai, where it halted 
the twenty- third. No attack was made upon the 
rear- guard, tho* great numbers of Auſtrian huſſars, 
and other irregulars, had appeared the evening be- 
fore within cannon- ſhot of the Pruſſian camp. On 
the twenty · fourth the army marched to Nellendorf; 
on the twenty fifth it encamped near Cotta; on 
the twenty fixth near Pirna, where it halted the next 
day; and on the twenty-eighth it croſſed the river 
near that place, and entered Luſatia, where, by 
the end of the month, it encamped at Bautzen. 

The king's army made this retreat with all the 
ſucceſs that could be wiſhed ; but the corps under 
the prince of Pruſſia had not the ſame good for- 
tune: for the Auſtrians, immediately after their 
taking Gabel, ſent a ſtrong detachment againſt 
Zittau, a trading town in the circle of Upper Sax- 
ony, where the Pruſſians had large magazines, and 
a garriſon of ſix battalions, and, in his fight, at- 
tacked it with uncommon. rage. Paying no regard 
to the inhabitants as being friends or allies, but 
determined to reduce the place before the king of 
Pruffia could have time to march to its relief ; they 
no ſooner arrived before it, than they bombarded 


The Auſ- 
trians de- 
ſtroy Zit- 
tau, 


and cannonaded it with ſuch fury, that moſt of the 


garriſon finding themſelves unable to reſiſt, made 
their eſcape, and carried off as much as they could 
of the magazines, leaving only threeor four hundred 
mien in the town, under colonel Diricke, to hold 
it 


with ma- 
ny cir- 
cumſtan- 
ces of 
great eru- 
elty. 
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An. 1757. it out as long as poſſible; which he accordingly 
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did, till the whole place was almoſt deſtroyed, 
The cannonading began on the twenty-third of 
July, at eleven in the morning, and laſted till five 
in the evening. In this ſpace of time four thou- 
ſand balls, many of them red-hot, were fired into 
this unfortunate city, with ſo little intermiſſion, 
that it was ſoon ſet on fire in ſeveral places. In the 
confuſion which the conflagration produced, the 
Auftrians entered the town, and the inhabitants 
imagined that they had then nothing farther to 
fear ; and that their friends, the Auſtrians, would 
aſſiſt them in extinguiſhing the flames, and ſaving 
the place: but in this their expectations were 
diſappointed. The Pandours and Sclavonians, 
who ruſhed in with the regular troops, made no 
diſtinction between the Pruſſians and the inhabi- 
tants of Zittau; inſtead of helping to quench the 
flames, they began to plunder the warehouſes 
which the fire had not reached; ſo that all the va- 


luable goods they contained, particularly linens, 


were either carried off or reduced to aſhes. Up- 
wards of ſix hundred houſes, and almoſt all the 
public buildings, the cathedrals of St. John and 
St. James, the orphan-houſe, eight parſonage- 
houſes, eight ſchools, the town-houle, and every 
thing contained in it, the public weigh-houſe, the 
priſon, the archives, and all the other documents 
of the town- council, the plate, and other things 
of value, preſented to the town, from time to 


time, by emperoth, kings, and other princes and 
noblemen, were entirely deſtroyed, and more than 


four hundred citizens were killed in this aſſault. 


Of the whole town there was left ſtanding only one 
hundred 


4 GEORG E I. 
hundred and thirty- eight houſes, two churches, the 
council, library, and the ſalt- work. The queen of 
Poland was ſo affected by this melancholy account, 
that ſhe is ſaid to have fainted away upon hearing 
it. As this city belonged to their friend the king 
of Poland, the Auſtrians thought proper to. pub- 
liſh an excuſe for their conduct, aſcribing it en- 
tirely to the neceſſity they were under, and the 
obſtinate defence made by the Pruſſian garriſon. 
But what excuſes can atone for ſuch barbarity ? 
The corps under the prince of Pruſſia, which 
had been forced to ſee the deſtruftion of this un- 
happy place, without being able to'prevent it, was, 
by the king's march to Bautzen, fortunately ex- 
tricated from the danger of being ſurrounded by 
the Auſtrians, who, upon his majeſty's approach, 
retired from their poſts on the right. Soon after 
this the prince of Pruſſia, finding his health much 
impaired by the fatigues of the campaign“, quit- 
ted the army, and returned to Berlin. In the mean 
time marechal Keith, who had been left upon the 
frontier to guard the paſſes of the mountains of 
Bohemia, arrived at Pirna, having been much har- 
raſſed in his march by the enemy's irregular troops, 
and loft ſome waggons of proviſions and baggage. 


* This was the reaſon that that ſubje : upon which his 
was publicly aſſigned for his majeſty, with anairof great diſ- 


quitting the army: but a much approbation, told him, That 


more probable one, which was the air of Berlin would be bet- 
only whiſpered, ſeems to have ter for him than that of the 
been, that this prince, than camp.” The prince accord- 
whom none ever was more re- ingly retired to Berlin, where 
markable for humanity and he died ſoon after; grief and 
the ſocial virtues, diſliking the concern for the welfare of his 
violent proceedings of the king brother, and for the ſteps taken 
his brother, could not refrain by him, having no ſmall ſhare 
from expoſtulating with him on in his death. 
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The 
prince 


of Pruſſia 
leaves the 


army. 
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which re- 
aſſembles 
near 

Bautzen, 


HISTORY ore ENGLAND, 
After reſting a day at Pirna, he purſued his march 
through Dreſden with twenty battalions and forty 
ſquadrons, and encamped on the right of the Elbe, 


before the gate of the new city, from whence he 


Joined the king between Bautzen and Gorlitz. The 
Pruſſian army now reaſſembled at this place, 
amounted to about ſixty thouſand men; beſides 


twelve battalions and ten ſquadrons which remain- 


ed in the famous camp at Pirna, under the prince 


of Anhalt-Deſſau, to- cover Dreſden, ſecure the 


but is 

weakened 
by ſkir- 
miſhes 
and de- 
ſertions. 


gorges of the mountains, and check the incurſions 
of the Auſtrian irregulars, with whom, as they 
were continually flying about the ſkirts of the Pruſ- 
fan army, as well in their encampments as on 
their marches, almoſt daily ſkirmiſhes happened, 
with various ſucceſs. 

Though ſome of theſe encounters were very 
bloody, they coſt the Pruſſians much fewer men 


than they loſt by deſertion ſince the battle of Ko- 
lin. The reaſon of this ſeems obvious. The Pruſ. 


fan army had been recruited, 1n times of peace; 
from all parts of Germany ; and though this way 
of recruiting may be very proper in ſuch times, yet 
it cannot be expected to anſwer in a ſtate of actual 
war, eſpecially an unfortunate war: becauſe the 
fidelity of ſuch ſoldiers can never be ſo much de- 
pended on as that of natives, who ſerve their na- 
tural ſovereign from principle, and not merely fot 


pay, and who muſt deſert their country, their pa- 


rents, and their friends, at the ſame time that they 
deſert their prince. | 

It will be proper here to take notice of ſome 
events, which could not eaſily be mentioned be- 


fore, without breaking through the order Wwe 


„ have 


my — — — on 


„ 


rt 
t 
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have propoſed to ourſelves in the writing of * An. 1757. 


hiſtory. 

The Empreſs. queen, more embittered than ever Miniſters 
againſt the king of Pruſſia and his allies, recalled of the bel- 
her miniſters, count Coloredo, and monſ. Zohern, — 
from London, towards the beginning of July; recalled. 
and about the ſame time count Kaunitz, great 
chancellor of the empire, informed Mr. Keith, 
the Britiſn miniſter at Vienna, that the court of 


London, by the ſuccours it had given, and ſtill 
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Vienna on the twenty ninth of July; as did alſo I 
Mr. Dayrolle, his Britannick majeſty's miniſter at 
the court of Bruſſels, from this laſt place, about 
the ſame time. 8 

On the ſeventh of July general Piſa, comman- The com- 
dant of Oſtend, Nieuport, and the maritime ports munica- 
of Flanders, ſent his adjutant to the Engliſh vice- bay 
conſul at Oſtend, at ſix o'clock in the morning, to England 
tell him, that by orders from his court all commu- and Of- 
nication with England was broke off; and deſired _— off 
the vice-conſul to intimate to the pacquet boats : 
and Britiſh ſhipping at Oſtend, Bruges, and Nieu- 
port, to depart in twenty four hours, and not to 
return into any of the ports of the Empreſs-queen, 
till further diſpoſitions ſhould be made; wen was 
accordingly done. 
Numb. 13. I 1 


00 
continued to give the king of Pruſſia, as well as 
by other circumſtances relating to the preſent ſtate [| 
of affairs, having broken the folemn engagements iſ 
which united this crown with the houſe of Auſtria, "th 
her majeſty the Empreſs-queen had thought proper 1 
to recal her miniſter from England, and conſe- 1 
quently to break off all correſpondence; Mr. 1 

Keith, in purſuance of this notice, ſet out from by 
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The reaſons alledged by the court of Vienna, 
for debarring the ſubjects of his Britannic majeſty 
from the uſe of theſe ports, obtained for the houſe 
of Auſtria by the arms and treaſures of Great Bri- 
tain, were, That her Imperial majeſty, the Em. 
preſs-queen, could not, with indifference, ſee Eng- 
land, inſtead of giving the ſuccours due to her by 


the moſt ſolemn treaties, enter into an alliance with 


her enemy the king of Pruſſia, and actually af. 
ford him all manner of aſſiſtance, aſſembling 
armies to oppoſe thoſe which the moſt Chriſtian 
king, her ally, had ſent to her aid, and ſuffering 
privateers to exerciſe open violence 1n her roads, 
under the cannon of her ports and coaſts, without 
giving the leaſt ſatisfaction or anſwer to the com. 


plaints made on that account; and the king of 
Great Britain himſelf, at the very time ſhe was of. 


fering him a neutrality for Hanover, publiſhing 
by a meſſage to his parliament, that ſhe had form- 
ed, with the moſt Chriſtian king, dangerous de. 
ſigns againſt that electorate: therefore her majeſty, 
deſirous of providing for the ſecurity of her ports, 


judged it expedient to give the forementioned or- 
ders; and at the ſame time to declare, that ſhe 


could no longer permit a free communication be- 
tween her ſubjects and the Engliſh, which had hi- 
therto been founded upon treaties that Great Bri- 


tain had, without ſcruple, openly violated.” 


However, notwithſtanding theſe orders, the 
Engliſh pacquet-boats, with letters, were allowed 
to pals as uſual to and from Oſtend ; the miniſters 
of her Imperial majeſty wifely conſidering, hov 

ood a revenue the poſtage of our letters brings 


into the poſt-office of the Auſtrian Netherlands. 


Oſtend 


/ GEORGE: 
Oftend and Nieuport, by order of her Imperial 


majeſty, received each of them a French garriſon 


the former on the nineteenth of July, and the lat- 
ter the next day, under the command of M. dela 
Motte, upon whoſe arrival the Auſtrian troops eva- 


| cuated thoſe places; though the Empreſs-queen 
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Oſtend 
and Nieu- 
port gar- 
rifoned 
by the 
French, 


ſtill reſerved to herſelf, in both of them, the full 


and free exerciſe of all her rights of ſovereignty ; 
to which purpoſe an oath was adminiſtered to the 
French commandant by her majeſty's miniſter-ple- 
nipotentiary for the government of the Low Coun- 
tries. | 

At the fame time their Imperial and moſt Chriſ- 
tian majeſties notified to the magiſtracy of Ham- 


burg, that they muſt not admit any Engliſh men 


of war, or tranſports, into their port, on pain of 
having a French garriſon impoſed upon them. 

The city of Gueldres, which had been blocked 
up by the French ever ſince the beginning of 
ſummer, was forced by famine to capitulate on the 
twenty-fourth of Auguſt, and the garriſon marched 
out with all the honours of war, in order to be con- 
ducted to Berlin: but ſo many of them deſerted, 
that when they paſſed by Cologne, the whole gar- 
iſon conſiſted only of the commandant, and forty- 
ſeven men. 
whole country lay open to the French and their 
allies quite up to Magdeburg; and the Empreſs- 
queen immediately received two hundred thou- 
land crowns from the revenues of Cleves and la 
Marcke alone. 

Io return to the affairs more immediately re- 
lating to the king of Pruſſia, The advanced poſts 
of the prince of Anhalt-Deſſau at Pirna, were at- 


I 2 tacked 


Ham- 
burg 
menaced. 


Gueldres 
capitu- 
lates. 


By the ſurrender of this place the 


Skirmiſh- 
es between 
the Pruſ- 
ſians and 
the Auſ- 
t11ans, 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
tacked on the tenth of Auguſt by a body of huf. 


ſars, and other irregular troops of the Auftrians 


but the Pruſſians ſoon cauſed them to retire, with 


the loſs of ſeveral men and two pieces of cannon, 


On the nineteenth of the fame month, early in 


the morning, a great number of Auſtrian Pan. 


dours ſurrounded a little town called Gotliebe, in 
which a Pruſſian garriſon was quartered, with a de. 
ſign to take it by ſurprize. The Pandours attacked 
it on all ſides, and in the beginning killed twenty. 
three Pruſſians, and wounded ſeveral ; but the 
Pruffians having rallied, repulſed the afſailants With. 
great loſs. | 

| Fheſe. however, were but a fort of preludes to 
much more deciſive actions which happened ſoon 


after. Sileſia, which had hitherto been undiſturb. 


ed this year, began now to feel the effects of war, 
Baron Jahnus, an Auſtrian colonel, entering that 
country with only an handful of men, made. him- 


| ſelf maſter of Hirſchberg, Waldenberg, Gottel- 


burg, Frankenſtein, and Landſhut. They were, 


indeed, but open places, and he was repulſed in an 


attempt upon Strigau. On the ſide of Franconia 
the army of the empire was aſſembling with all 
ſpeed, under the prince of Saxe- Hildburghauſen: 
the French were marchinga ſecond army from their 
interior provinces into Alſace, in order to join the 
Imperialiſts; and the firſt diviſionof their troops had 
already entered the empire, and were advanced as 
far as Hanau. The Swedes were now preparing, 
with the utmoſt expedition, to ſend a numerous 
army into Pomerania; and the Ruflians, who, 
ſince the taking of Memel, had not done the 
king * Pruſſia * damage, beſides that of 
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GEORGE II. 
obliging him to keep an army in Pruſſia to oppoſe 
them, and interrupting the trade of Koningſberg 
by their ſquadrons, were again advancing with haſty. 
ſtrides towards Pruſſia, marking their ſteps with 
horrid deſolation. D 
Field-marechal Lehwald, who had been left in 
Pruſſia, with an army of thirty thouſand men, to 
guard that kingdom duting the abſence of his maſ- 
ter, was encamped near Velau, when the Ruſſians, 
to thenumber of eighty thoufand, aftertaking Me- 
mel, advanced againſt the territories of the Pruſ- 


ſian king , whoſe ſituation now drew upon him 


—— "_ 


* Marechal Lehwald, to ſhew 
how much the court of Ruſſia 
is every way worthy of being 
joined in analliance with France 
and Auſtria, publiſhed, on this 
occaſion, the following decla- 
ration, in anſwer to an artful 
manifeſto diſperſed a little 
while before by the Ruſſians, 
with a view of ſeducing the 
1 ſubjects of the king of Pruſſia. 
an »The Imperial court of 
Ruſſia, not contented with at- 
tacking the dominions of his 
al majeſty the king of Pruſſia, has 


n: not ſcrupled to publiſh a ma- 
i nifeſto, whereby ſhe endeavours 
Elf to draw the inhabitants of 
he Pruſſia into her dominions, 
ad and to alienate them from the 
6 allegiance they owe to their 
as ſovereign: to which end ſhe 
&, makes uſe of inſinuations, not 
| only repugnant to the laws of 
ys war, but alſo contrary to the 
0, law of nations. 
h One may eaſily ſee that 
0 her deſign is to depopulate 
of Pruſſia ; nor is it more difficult 


to perceive, that what that 


court aſſerts in her manifeſto, 
is quite void of foundation, 
and cannot even palliate her 
unjuſt views. | 
Foreigners never were 
conſtrained to ſettle in this 
country; nor was any oppoſi- 
tion ever made to their with- 
drawing, when they deſired it: 
even the migration duties, paid 
in other countries, have not 
been demanded of them. Fo- 
reigners in eaſy circumſtances, 


who, after having ſettled in 


Pruſſia, wanted to remove elſe- 
where with their effects, have 


been allowed to do it, without 


being crampt in any thing; 
and this by virtue of the edicts 
of the firſt of September, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty-ſeven, and the third of 
September, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty-nine. 

It is well known, that his 


majeſty's ſubjects enjoy not 


only all the liberty poſſible and 
allow'd in well - regulated ſtates; 
that they may expect, on all 
occaſions, the ſtricteſt juſtice 
© Ho but 


Eighty 
thouſand 
Ruſhans 
advance 
againſt _ 
Pruſſia, 
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the attention of all Europe; ſome looking upon 


his diſtreſſes with pity, becauſe they admired his 


great 


a 


but they alſo can truly boaſt of 
many other advantages under 
the wiſe government of their 
monarch, 

& On the other hand, it is 
no leſs notorious, that the in- 
habitants in the provinces un- 
der the dominion of the Ruſſian 
empire, live in continual op- 
preſſion; that they are fre- 

juently expoſed to the moſt 
rigorous treatment; that the 
ſmalleſt faults are puniſhed with 
exile in Siberia ; and that fo- 
reigners, once ſettled in Ruſſia, 
find it very hard to obtain leave 
to return to their own country, 
or to remove elſewhere. 

Moreover, the preſent war 
affords ſad examples of the lit- 
tle ſtreſs that is to be laid on 
the moſt formal promiſes. We 
have ſeen, that notwithſtanding 
thoſe promiſes, and in ſpite of 


the paſſports granted to thoſe 


who had a mind to retire from 
Memel, in hopes of enjoying 
the advantages of public ſafe- 
ty; and notwithſtanding the 
neceſſity ſome were under to 
ſubmit to the will and law of 
the ſtrongeſt, hoping thereby 
to avoid the brutality of the 
ſoldiery, numbers of the ſaid 
inhabitants of Pruſſia have been 
conſtrained to quit their coun- 
try, and others have fallen a 
prey to the moſt enormous 
vexations, or have been aban- 
doned to the pillage of the ir- 
regular troops. 

« The garriſon of Memel is 
ſtill detalued under the moſt 


frivolous pretexts: they endea. 
vour, by the moſt terrible me. 
naces, to force the ſoldiers to 
take on in the Ruſſian ſervice; 
and this too in ſpite of the ca. 
pitulation, which allowed that 


garriſon full liberty to retire, 


In this manner do they break 
promiſes, acknowledged by all 
civilized nations to be invio- 
lable. | 
„Though, under ſuch cir. 
cumſtances, it is eaſy to per. 
ceive what danger one would 
be expoſed to, by liſtening to 
the inſinuations of that mani- 
feſto ; and though his majeſty 
is not in the leaſt dubious of 
the fidelity and attachment of 
his vaſſals, ſubjects, and inha- 
bitants of Pruſſia; nay, though 
he hopes that they will not ſuf. 
fer themſelves to be impoſed 
upon by the vain promiſes and 
fallacious means uſed to de- 
ceive them, and that they will 
not deviate in any manner from 
the. duties in which they are 
bound to their ſovereign, it 
has nevertheleſs been judged 
proper, by way of farther at- 
tention to the happineſs of the 
people under the government 
of his majeſty the king of Pruſ- 
ſia, to forewarn all and every 
one to beware of giving ear to 
the inſinuations of the Ruſſian 
court; but to continue care- 
fully to keep their oath of al- 
legiance to their ſovereign. 
If, notwithſtanding that 
oath and the preſent warning, 
any of them ſhould be induced, 
through 
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great talents z and others conſidering them as a 
juſt retribution for being too ambitious. In the 
night between the ſeventh and eighth of Anguſt, 
colonel Malachowſki, one of marechal Lehwald's 
officers, marched to reconnoitre the poſition of the 
enemy, when a ſkirmiſh happened, which laſted 
near two hours, between his advanced ranks and a 
Ruſſian detachment, three times ſtronger than the 
Pruſſians. The Ruſſians were repulfed, and fled 
into the woods, after having fifty men killed, and 
a great number wounded, The Pruſſians loſi but 
one man, and had fourteen wounded. | 

Severalother little ſkirmiſhes happened between 
ſtraggling parties of the two armies ; and the Ruſ- 
ſians went on pillaging and laying waſte every 
thing before them, till at length the two armies 
having approached near toone another in Branden- 
burgh-Pruſſia, marechal Lehwald, finding it im- 
poſſi ble to ſpare detachments from ſo ſmall a num- 
ber as his was, compared to that of the enemy, to 
cover the wretched inhabitants from the outrages 
committed on them by the Ruſſian Coſſacks, and 
other barbarians belonging to them, judged it ab- 


— 


through ſimplicity, levity, or one thouſand ſeven n 


malignity, to deviate from their and fifty ſeven. Signed 
duty, they muſt expect to be 
treated as perjured and rebel- LEHwAL p, 


lious ſubjects. 
6 And, to the end that no- 


body may alledge ignorance 
in the caſe, we have, by virtue 
of the authority given us by 
his majeſty the king of Pruſſia, 


ſigned the preſent declaration, 


and affixed thereto the ſeal of 
our arms. Done at the camp 


at Velau, the third of Auguſt, 


Marſhal of the king's ar- 


mies, general in chief 


of his majeſty's troops 


in Pruſſia, governor of 


the fortreſſes in Pruſſia, 
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a 


knight of the order of 


tne Black Eagle, colo- 


between 
the Pruſ- 
ſians and 
the Ruſ- 
Gans. 


nel of a regiment of 


infantry, &c,” 


I 4 ſolutely 
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Marechal 


Lehwald 


attacks 


the Ruſ- 
ſians in 
their in- 
trench- 


ments 
near Nor- 
kitten, 


IMISTORY-orf ENGLAND. 
ſolutely neceſſary to attack their main army; and 
accordingly, notwithſtanding his great diſadvantage 
in almoſt every reſpect, he reſolved to hazard x 
battle on the thirtieth of Ayguſt, 

The Ruſſians, conſiſting, as we before obſerved, 
of eighty thouſand regulars, under the command 


of marechal Apraxin, avoiding the open field, were 


intrenched in a moſt advantageous camp near Not- 
kitten, in Pruſſia, Their army was compoſed of 
four lines, each of which was guarded by an in- 
trenchment, and the whole was defended by two 
hundred pieces of cannon, batteries being placed 
upon all the eminences. Marechal Lehwald's ar- 
my ſcarcely amounted to thirty thouſand men, 
The action began at five in the morning, and 
was Carried on with ſo much vigour, that the Pruſ- 
ſians intirely broke the whole firſt line of the ene- 
my, and forced all their batteries. The prince of 
Holſtein-Gottorp, brother to the king of Sweden, 
at the head of his regiment of dragoons, routed the 
Ruſſian cavalry ; and afterwards fell upon a regi- 
ment of grenadiers, which was cut to pieces; but 
when the Pruſſians came to the ſecond entrench- 
ment, marechal Lehwald, feeing that he could not 
attempt to carry it without expoſing his army too 
much, took the reſolution to retire ; which he did 
in the beſt manner, and without the enemy's dar- 
ing to ſtir out of their entrenchments to follow 
him. The Pruſſians returned to their former camp 
at Velau, and the Ruſſians remained in theirs. 
The loſs of the Pruſſians, little exceeding two thou- 
ſand, killed and wounded, was immediately re- 


placed out of the diſciplined militia. The Ruſſians 


left upwards of ten thoufand, ſome accounts ſay 
* 9 near 
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action; and the number of their wounded was very 
conſiderable. General Lapuchin was wounded, 
and taken priſoner, with a colonel of the Ruſſian 
artillery; but the former was ſent back on his pa- 


role. The Pruſſian army had, at firſt, made them- 
ſelves maſter of above eighty pieces of cannon; 


but were afterwards obliged to abandon them, with 
eleven of thetr own, for want of carriages. Three 
Ruſſian generals were killed; but the Pruſſians loſt 


no general or officer of diſtinction, of which rank 


count Dohna was the only one that was wounded. 
After this engagement, marechal Lehwald 
changed the poſition of his army, by drawing 
towards Peterſwald; and the Ruſſians, after re- 
maining quite inactive till the thirteenth of Sep- 
tember, on a ſudden, to the great ſurprize of every 
one, retreated out of Pruſſia, with ſuch precipita- 
tion, that they left all their ſick and wounded be- 
hind them, to the amount of fifteen or ſixteen 
thouſand men; together with eighty pieces of can- 
non, and a conſiderable part of their military ſtores. 


Marechal Apraxin maſked his deſign, by advancing, 
all his irregulars towards the Pruſſian army; fo 


that marechal Lehwald was not informed of it till 
the third day, when he detached prince George of 
Holftein with ten thouſand horſe to purſue them; 
but with little hopes of coming up with them, as 
they made forced marches, in order to be the 


Hooner in their own country. However, the Pruſ- 


ſians took ſeveral of them priſoners; and many 
ſtragglers were killed by the country people in 
their flight towards Tilſit, which they abandoned; 
though they ſtill kept Memel, and ſhortly after 

OY added 
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| near fourteen thouſand, men dead on the field of An. 1757. 


Haſty re- 
treat of 
the Ruſ- 
ſians out 
of Pruſſia, 
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added ſome new fortifications to it. They made 
their retreat in two columns, one of which directed 
its courſe towards Memel; - Whilſt the other took 
the neareſt way through the bailiwic of Abſternen, 
and threw bridges over the river Jura. Both co- 
lumns burnt every village they paſſed through, 
without diſtinction. T he Pruſſians were ſtopt in 
their purſuit of theſe barbarians, by the bridges 
thrown over the river Memel having been deſtroy- 
ed the violence of the ſtream. 

The Ruſſian army ſuffered greatly for want of 
bread, as all the countries were ruined through 
which it had paſſed; ſo that they could procure 
no ſort of ſubſiſtence but herbage, and rye bread. 
All the roads were ſtrewed with dead bodies of 
men and horſes. | 

The real cauſe of this ſudden retreat is yet as 
oreat a myſtery as the reaſon' of their ſtopping ſo 
long the year before, on the borders of Lithuania; 
though the occaſion of it is ſaid to have been the 
Ain fs of the Czarina, who was ſeized with a kind 


of apoplectic fit; and had made ſome new regu- 


lations, in caſe of a vacancy of a throne, which 
rendered it expedient that the regular forces ſhould 
be at hand, to ſupport the meaſures taken by the 


government. 


The king 


of Pruſſia, 
after dar- 
ing the 
Auſtrian 
army to a 


battle, 


but in 
vain, 


The king of Pruſſia, after remaining for ſome 
time encamped between Bautzen and Goerlitz, re- 
moved his head quarters to Bernſtedel ; and on the 


fifteenth of Augult his army came in ſight of the 


Auſtrian camp, and within cannon ſhot of it: 
upon which the Auſtrians ſtruck their tents, and 
drew up in order of battle before their camp. The 


wb; formed his "army over. againſt them, and im- 
„„ * mediately 


GEORGE: I 
mediately went to reconnoitre the ground between 
the armies z but, as it was then late, he deferred 
the more exact examination of that circumſtance 
till the next day. The two armies continued un- 
der arms all night. 

The next morning, at break of day, the king 
found the Auftrians encamped with their right at 
the river Weiſle : the reſt of their army extended 
along a riſing- ground, at the foot of a mountain 
covered with wood, which protected their left; 
and before their front, at the bottom of the hill, 
on which they were drawn up, was a ſmall brook, 
paſſable only in three places, and for no more than 


four or five men a-breaſt. Towards the left of 


their army was an opening, where three or four 
| battalions might have marched in front: but be- 
hind it they had placed three lines of infantry ; and 
on a hill which flanked this opening, within 
muſket-ſhor, were placed four thouſand foot, with 
| forty or fifty piece of cannon ; fo that, in reality, 
this was. the ſtrongeſt part of their camp. 

The king left nothing undone to bring the Auſ- 
trians to a battle; but finding them abſolutely bent 
on avoiding it, after lying four days before them, he 
and his army returned to their camp at Bernſtedel. 
They were followed by ſome of the enemy's huſſars 
and Pandours, who, however, had not the ſatisfac- 
tion to take the ſmalleſt booty in this retreat. 
Ihe Auſtrian army, which thus declined en- 

gaging, was, by their own account, an hundred 
and thirty thouland ſtrong : more than double the 
number of the king of Pruſſia, who, the day he 
returned to Bernſtedel, after he had retired about 
two thouſand yards, again drew up his army in line 
2 | ” be. 
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An. 1757. battle, and remained ſo upwards of an hour; but 


marches 
againſt 


the united 


army of 
the 
French 


and the 
Empire; 
who, up- 


on his 


approach, 


retreat; 
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not a man ſtirred from the Auſtrian camp. 

The army of the Empire, commanded by the 
prince of Saxe-Hildburghauſen, and that of the 
French under the prince of Soubiſe, making toge- 
ther about fifty thouſand men, half of which were 
French, had by this time joined, and advanced as 
far as Erfurth in Saxony: upon which his Pruſſian 
majeſty, finding that all his endeavours could not 
bring the Auftrians toan engagement, ſet out from 


Lufatia, accompanied by marechal Keith, with ſix- 


teen battalions and forty ſquadrons of his troops, 
and arrived at Dreſden on the twenty-ninth of Au- 
guſt, leaving the reſt of the army in a ſtrong camp 
under the prince of Bevern. With this detach- 
ment, which, by the junction of ſeveral bodies of 
troops, amounted to about forty thouſand men, he 
made a quick march, by the way of Leipzig, to- 
wards Erfurth, to give battle to the united army 
of the French and the Empire, But by the time 
he arrived at Erfurth, which was on the fourteenth 
of September, the enemy had retreated towards 
Gotha; and upon his further approach, they retired 
to Eyſenach, where they entrenched themſelves in 
a very ſtrong camp. His majeſty's head quarters 
were at Kirſchlaben, near Erfurth. 

While the two armies were thus ſituated, major- 
general Seydelitz, who occupied the town of 
Gotha, being informed, on the nineteenth, that a 
large body of the enemy was coming towards him, 
and that it conſiſted of two regiments of Auſtrian 


 Hufſars, one regiment of French huſſars, and a de- 


tachment made up of Erench grenadiers, troops of 


the army of the Empire, and a great number of 
Croats 
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Croats and Pandours, retired, and poſted himſelf 
at ſome diſtance off, The enemy thereupon 1m- 
mediately took poſſeſſion of the town and caſtle; 
but general Seydelitz, having been reinforced, at- 
tacked the enemies with ſuch vigour, that he ſoon 
obliged them to abandon their new conqueſt, and 
to retire with great precipitation; a report having 
been ſpread, that the Pruſſian army was advancing 
againſt them, with the king himſelf in perſon. 
The Pruſſian huſſars took a conſiderable booty on 
this occaſion; and general Seydelitz ſent priſoners 
to the camp one lieutenant-colonel, three majors, 
four lieutenants, and ſixty-two ſoldiers of the ene- 


my, who had alſo about an hundred and thirty 


killed. 
After this action his Pruſſian majeſty advanced 


near Eyſenach, with a deſign to attack the com- 
bined army: but they were ſo ſtrongly intrenched, 
that he found it impracticable; and his proviſions 


falling ſhort, he was obliged to retire towards Er- 


furth, and ſoon after to Naumburg on the river 
Sala ; whereupon the combined army marched, 
and again took poſſeſſion of Gotha, Erfurth, and 
Welimar ; which laſt place, however, _ ſoon 
after quitted. 

Upon the king of Pruſſia's leaving Bernſtedel, 
the Auſtrians took poſſeſſion of it on the ſixth of 
September, and made priſoners a Pruſſian batta- 
lion, which had been left there. The next day 
fifteen thouſand Auſtrians attacked two battalions 
of general Winterfeld's troops, being part of the 
prince of Bevern's army, who were poſted on a 
high ground on the other ſide of the Neiſs, near 
Heanerſdorff, in the neighbourhood of Goerlitz; 

and, 
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and, after being © repuiſed ſeveral times, at laſt made 
themſelves tors of the eminence. The loſs, in 
this action, was conſiderable on both fides ; but 
moſt ſo on that of the Pruſſians, not ſo much by 
the number of their flain, wnich ſcarcely exceeded 
that of the Auſtrians, as by the death of their brave 
general Winterfeld, who, as he was leading up 


ſuccours to the battalions that were engaged, re- 


ceived a ſhot from a cannon, of which he died the 
night following. The generals Nadaſti and Cle- 
rici, count d' Arberg, colonel Elrickhauſen, and ſe- 
veral other officers of diſtinction, were wounded, 
and the young count of Groeſbeeck, and the mar- 
quis d'Aſque killed, on the fide of the Auſtrians ; 
who took fix pieces of the Pruſſian cannon, fix pair 
of their colours, and made general Kemeke, the 
count d' Anhalt, and ſome other officers, priſoners, 

After this ſkirmiſh, the prince of Bevern, with 
the Pruffian army under his command, retreated 
from Goerlitz to Rothenberg, then paſſed the 
Quieſs at Sygerſdorff, from whence he marched to 
Buntzlau in Sileſia, and on the firſt of October 
reached Breſlau, without ſuffering any loſs, though 
the numerous army of the Auſtrians followed him 
for ſome days. Upon his arrival there, he choſe a 
very ſtrong camp on the other ſide of the Oder, in 


order to cover the city of Breſlau, to the fortifications 


of which he immediately added ſeveral new works. 
Though neither ſide had any very ſignal advan- 
rage in this engagement, more than that the Auſ- 
trians remained maſters of the field, yet great re- 
joicings were made at Vienna on account of it. 
The death of general Winterfeld was, indeed, an 


irreparable loſs to his Pruſſian majeſty, who, re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving at the ſame time the news of this misfor- 
tune, and of the Swedes having now actually be- 
gun hoſtilities in Pomerania, ſaid, with tears ſtand- 
ing in his eyes, 1 may find reſources againſt the 
multitude of my enemies; but how few men are 
to be found equal to Winterfeld!“ 

The French, who, let looſe againſt the king of 
Pruſſia by the ever memorable and ſhameful con- 
vention of Cloſter-ſeven, had entered the territo- 
ries of Halberſtadt and Magdeburg, were worſted 
at Eglen by a party of ſix hundred men, under the 
command of count Horn, whom prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwick had detached from a body of troops, 
with which his Pruſſian majeſty had ſent him to 
defend thoſe countries. The Pruſſians took pri- 
ſoners the count of Luſignan, colonel, eighteen 
other French officers, and four hundred ſoldiers, 
and made themſelves maſters of a conſiderable 
booty in baggage, &c. with the loſs of only two 
men; beſides which, a French officer and forty 
men were made priſoners at Halberſtadt. Upon 
this check the French evacuated the country of 
Halberſtadt for a little while: but returning again 
on the twenty-ninth of September, with a conſider- 
able reinforcement from marechal Richelieu's army 
which he now could eaſily ſpare, prince Ferdinand 
was obliged to retire to Winſlebin, near the city of 
Magdeburgh. 

The dangers which had been Neher beg at 
a diſtance from the Pruſſian dominions, by the con- 
ſummate prudence and amazing activity of their 
king, now drew nearer, and menaced them on all 
ſides. Marechal Richelieu, with eighty battalions 
and an hundred {quacrons, entered the country of 
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Halberſtadt, and levied immenſe contributions; 
whilſt the allied army of the French and Imperialiſts 
being joined by ſix thouſand men under general 
Laudohn, who had juſt defeated a regiment of 
Pruſſian cavalry near Erfurth, marched to Weiſſen. 
fels, a city in the very center of Thuringia. The 
Swedes had actually taken ſome towns in Pomera- 
nia, and were advancing to beſiege Stetin; and 
the Auſtrians, who had made themſelves maſters 
of Lignitz, and a conſiderable part of Sileſia, had 
now laid ſiege to Schweidnitz, and were preparing 
to paſs the Oder, in order to attack the prince of 


Bevern in his camp near Breſlav. In the mean 


time they made frequent, and always deſtructive 


incurſions into Brandenburgh ; to oppoſe which his 


Pruſſian majeſty ordered detachments from all his 


Berlin 
laid under 
contribu- 
tion by 
the Auſ- 
trians. 


regiments in thoſe parts to join the militia of the 


country, and ſent the Prince of Anhalt-Deſſau 
from Leipſig, with a body of ten thouſand men, 


to guard Berlin, whilſt he himſelf marched with the 
troops, under his command, to Interbeck, on the 
frontier of the Lower Luſatia, to be the more at 
hand to cover Brandenburgh, and preſerve the 
communication with Sileſia. 

While theſe precautions were taking, general 
Haddick, with fifteen or ſixteen thouſand Auſ- 
trians, entered Brandenburgh on the ſixteenth of 
October, and the next day arrived before Berlin, of 


which city he demanded a contribution of ſix hun- 
dred thouſand crowns, but contented himſelf with 


two hundred and ten thouſand. The Auſtrians 
pillaged two of the ſuburbs; bur before they could 
do any farther miſchief they were obliged to retire 


; in great haſte, by the approach of the prince of 


Anhalt- 


/.G6-8.DÞ GEE: 
Anhalt-Deflau, whoſe vanguard entered the city on 
the evening of their departure, This alarm, how- 
ever, obliged the queen, and the royal family of 
Pruſſia, to remove to Magdeburgh on the twenty- 
third; and the moſt valuable records were ſent to 
the fort of Spandau, at the conflux of the Havel 
and the Sphre. | 

On the other hand, the unfortunate bal 
of Leipzig now felt, moſt ſeverely, the cruel effects 
of the power of their new maſter. The Pruſſian 
commandant in that city had, by order of his king, 
demanded of them three hundred thouſand crowns 3 
a ſum far greater than it was in their power to 
raiſe. This truth they repreſented; but in vain. 
The ſhort time allowed them to furniſh their con- 
tingents being expired, and all their efforts to 
comply with this demand having. proved ineffec- 
tual, they were ſubjected to the rigours of military 
execution; in conſequence of which their houſes 
were occupied by the ſoldiery, who ſeized upon the 
beſt apartments, and lived at diſeretion; but the 
ſum demanded could not be found. Such was the 
ſituation of this diſtreſſed city, when, on the fif- 
teenth of October, an expreſs arrived, with advice 
that his Pruſſian majeſty would ſoon be there; and 
accordingly he arrived a few minutes after, attend- 
ed by his life-guards. At the ſame time a rumour 
was ſpread, that the city would be delivered up to 
. pillage, which threw the inhabitants into the ut- 
moſt conſternation. Their fears, however, in that re- 
ſpe, were ſoon abated by his majeſty's declaring, 
that he was willing to ſpare the place, upon condi- 
tion that half the ſum required ſhould be imme- 
diately paid. All that could be done was to col- 
Nun. XIV. 1 7 
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Au. 2757. lect, among the merchants, traders, and others, | 


| «+ (embed the king of Pruſlia, who, ? Jodging that 
hus 


fifty thoufand crowns; bills. of exchange were 


drawn upon Amſterdam and London for ſeventy 


thouſand erowns, and hoſtages were given, by way 
of ſecurity, for the payment of thirty chauſand 


more within a time which was agreed on. But 


ſtill, notwithſtanding this, the military execution 
was continued, even with greater rigour than be. 
fore; and all the comfort the wretched inhabitants 
could obtain, was, that it ſhould ceaſe whenever 
advice ſhould be received that their bills were ac- 
cepted. 

The king of Pruſſia had tried Fey times to 
bring the combined army under the princes Saxe 
Hildbourghauſen and Soubiſe to an engagement 
upon fair ground; but finding them bent on de- 
clining it, notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of their 
numbers, he had recourſe to one af thoſe ſtrokes in 
war, by which a general is-better ſeen than by the 
gaining of a victory. He made a feint ſoon after 
the beginning of October, as if he intended no- 
thing more than to ſecure his own dominions, and 
march his army into winter-quarters back to Ber- 


ln, leaving marechal Keith with only ſeven or 


eight thoufand men to defend Leipzig. Upon 
this the enemy took courage, pafſed the Sala, and 


having marched up to the city, fummonee the 


marechal to ſurrender; to which he anſwered; That 
the king, his maſter, had ordered him to defend 
the place to the laſt extremity, and he would obey 
his orders. The enemy then thought of heſieging 
the city: but before they could prepare any one im- 
plement for that purpoſe, they were alarmed by the 


his feint would probably induce them to take An. 1757- 
the ſtep they did, had, by previous and private or- 
ders, collected together all his diſtant detachments, 
ſome of which were twenty leagues aſunder, and 
was advancing, by long marches, to Leipzig; up- 
on notice of which the enemy repaſſed the Sala. 
The Pruſſian army was reaſſembled on the twenty- 
ſeventh of October, and remained at Leipzig the 
twenty- eighth and twenty-ninth, when every 
body expected a battle would be fought in 
the plains of Lutzen. On the thirtieth the king 
drew nigh that place; and on the thirty: firſt, in 
his way through Weiſſenfels and Mereſbourg, he 
made five hundred men prifoners of war. 
| The combined army had repaſſed the Sala at The bat- 
Weiſſenfels, Mereſbourg, and Halle, where they tleof Roſ- 
broke down the bridges; but theſe were ſoon re- _ 3 
paired, and the whole Pruſſian army, amonnting king of 
to no more than twenty-thouſand men, having paſ- ie 8 
ſed that river through theſe towns, in each of which twenty- 
they left a battalion, joined again on the third of chouſand 
November in the evening over- againſt the enemy, _ 
whoſe forces confiſted of forty thouſand French; ty-five 
and twenty-five thouſand Imperialiſts. 5 — 
The king was going toattack them on the fourth, and Impe - 
but deferred it; and that whole day was ſpent in "lis. 
a cannonade, which did no great damage to either 
ſide. : 5 
On the fifth, about nine o'clock in the morning, 
the Pruſſians received intelligence that the enemy 
were every where in motion. They likewiſe heard 
their drums beating the march, and, ſo near were 
the two armies to each other, plainly perceived 
from their camp, that their whole infantry, which 
| | p © I had 


% 


had drawn nearer upon the riſing grounds, over- 
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againſt them, was filing off towards their right. 


No certain judgment could, however, yet be form- 


ed of the enemy's real deſign; and as they were 


in want of bread, it was thought probable that 


they intended to repaſs the Unſtrut: but it was 


| ſoon perceived, that their ſeveral motions were 
- contradictory . to each other. At the ſame time 
that ſome of their infantry was filing off towards 
their right, a large body of cavalry wheeled round 


towards their left, directing its march all along to 
the rifing grounds, with which the whole Pruſ- 


ſian camp, that lay in a bottom between the vil- 
lages of Rederow and Roſbach, was ſurrounded, 
within the reach of large cannon. Soon after that 


cavalry was ſeento halt, and afterwards to fall back 


to the right; though ſome of them ſtill remained 


| going to begin, his majeſty ordered the general 


where they were, whilſt the reſt marched back. 
About two in the afternoon the doubts of the 
Pruſſians were cleared up: it plainly appeared then, 


that the enemy intended to attack them, and that 


their diſpoſitions were made with a view to ſur- 
round them, and to open the action by attacking 


them in the rear. A body of reſerve was poſted 


over-againſt Rederow, to fall upon their routed 
troops in caſe they ſhould be defeated, and to pre- 
vent their retiring to Merſeburgh, the only retreat 
which could then have been left them. 

In this ſituation the king of Pruſſia reſolved to 
attack them. His majeſty had determined to make 
the attack with one wing only; and the diſpoſition 
of the enemy made it neceſſary that it ſhould be 
the left wing. The very inſtant the battle was 


Who 


. 
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ging, to take a proper poſition 1 in conſequence 

thereof, and, above all, to prevent his being ſur- 

rounded. All the cavalry of the right wing of 

the Pruſſians, except two or three ſquadrons, had 

already marched to the left, which was done at full. 

gallop; and being arrived at the place aſſigned 

them, they formed over- againſt that of the enemy. 

They then moved on immediately; the enemies 

advanced to meet them, and the charge was very. 

fierce, ſeveral regiments of the French coming on 

with great reſolution. The advantage, however, 

was entirely on the ſide of the Pruſſians. The 

enemy's cavalry being routed, were purſued for a 

conſiderable time with great ſpirit; but having af. 

terwards reached an eminence, which gave them an 

opportunity of rallying, the Pruſſian cavalry fell 

upon them afreſn, and gave them ſo total a de- t 

feat, that they fled in the utmoſt diſorder. This 1] 

happened at four in the afternoon. Whilſt thecaval- ; 

ry of the Pruſſians charged, their infantry opened. 

The enemy cannonaded them briſkly during this 

interval, and did ſome execution; but the Pruſſian 

artillery was not behind-hand with them. After 

this cannonading had continued on both ſides a 

full quarter of an hour, without the leaſt intermiſſ 

| fion, the fire of the infantry began. The enemy 

could not ſtand it, nor reſiſt the valour of the Pruſ- 

ſian foot, who gallantly marched upto their batte- 

ries. The batteries were carried one after ano- 

ther, andtheenemy were forced to give way, which 

they did in great confuſion. As the left wing of the 

Pruſſians advanced, their right changed its poſi- 

tion; and having ſoon met with a ſmall riſing 
* 3 ground, 
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An. 17 37. ground, they availed themſelves of it, by planting 
it with fixteen pieces of heavy artillery. The fire 
from thence was partly pointed at the enemy's 
right, to increafe the diſorder there, and took their 
left wing in front, which was exceſſively galled 
thereby. At five the victory was decided, the can- 
nonading ceaſed, and the enemy fled on all ſides. 
They were purſued as long as there was any li ght 
to diſtinguiſh them by; and it may be ſaid, that 
; night alone was the preſervation of this army, 
which had been ſoformidable in the morning. They 
took the benefit of the darkneſs to hurry into Fry- 
burg, and there to repaſs the Unſtrut, which they 
did on the morning of the fixth, after a whole 
night's march. The king of Pruſſia ſet out early 
in the morning to purſue them with all his cavalry, 
ſupported by four battalions of grenadiers, the in- 
fantry following them in two columns. The ene- 
my had paſſed the Unſtrut at Fryburgh, when the 
- Pruffians arrived on its banks; and as they had 
burnt the bridge, it became neceſſary to make 
another, which however was foon done. The ca- 
valry paſſed firſt, but could not come up with the 
enemy till five in the evening, upon the hills of 
Eckerſberg. It was then too late to force them 
there; for which reaſon the king thought proper to 
canton his army in the neareſt villages, and to be 
fatisfied with the ſucceſs his huſſars had in taking 
near three hundred baggage-waggons, and every 
thing they contained. The whole loſs of the Pruſ- 
ſians, in this important engagement, did not exceed 
five hundred men killed and wounded. Among the 
former was general Meincke; and among the lat- 
ter prince 1 and * Seydelitz. Theenemy 
| loſt 
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boſt ixty-four pieces af cannon, a great any Rafi- Av. 1755 · 
dards and colours, near three thouſand men killed 
en the field ef battle, and upwards af eight thau- 
ſand taken priſoners, among whom were ſeveral 
generals; and other officers of ciſtinction. Three 
hundred. waggons were ſent. to Leipzig, laaded 
with waunded French and Swiss. Upon the ap- 
proach of the Pruſſians towards Eckerſberg, the 
enemy retreated with great precipitation; and, af- 
ter marching all. night, arrived the next, day at 
Erfurth, in the utmoſt want of every neceſſary of 
bfe, not having had a morſel of bread; for two 
days, during Which they had been obliged to liue 
upon turnips, radiſhes, and other roots, which 
they dug out of the eartn. 

The French, under the duke of Richliey, ws 
preparing to go into winter quarters; hut, upon 
the news of this defeat of the combined army, 
they again put themſelves in motion, and. a large 
datachment of them advanced as far as Duderſtade, 
to favaur the retreat of their countrymen, under 
the prince of Soubiſe, who, with great precipitda- 
cy, made the beſt of their way from Erfurth / to: the 

_ county-of Hohenſtein, and from thence bent; their 
march towards Halberſtadt. Of the remains af 
the Imperial army, which was now almoſt entirely 
diſperſed, whole bodies deſerted, and went over to 
the king of Pruſſia, ſoon after this battle. 

Whilſt his Pruſſian majeſty was thus ſucgeſsful 
againſt the French and Imperialiſts, the Auſtrians, 
who had carefully avaided coming to an open en- 
gagement with him, gained ground a-pace in Sile- 
fa, A detachment of their army, under tha 

command af count Nadaſfti,. kad already inveſted 
| K 4 Schweidnitz, 


152 


An. 1757. 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


Schweidnitz; and opened the trenches before it on i 
the twenty- ſixth of October. The Pruſſian garri- 


The Auf. ſon, commanded by general de la Motte Fouquet, 


trians 
take 
Schweid- 
nitz. 


determined to defend the place as long as poſſible; 
and accordingly on the thirtieth they made a ſally, 


in which they killed, wounded, and took priſoners, 


eight hundred of the beliegers, and did ſome da: 


mage to their works: but on the ſixth of Novem- 
ber the Auſtrians began to cannonade the city fu- 
riouſly, and on the eleventh made themſelves maſ- 
ters of the ramparts by aſſault. The garriſon, 


however, having taken care, during the ſiege, to 
throw up a ſtrong intrenchment in the market- 
place, retreated thither, and held out till the next 
day, when they furrendered themſelves priſoners 


of war. 
After the reduction of this plates general Na- 


daſti, leaving in it a ſufficient garriſon, marched 


with the remainder of his troops, and joined the 
main army of the Auſtrians, under the command 
of prince Charles of Lorrain and marechal Daun, 
wh whilſt he was buſied in the ſiege of Schweid- 
nitz, had inveſted Breſlau on the left of the Oder; 
the prince of Bevern defending it on the right, 


where he was ſtrongly encamped, with his little 
army, under the cannon of the city. | 


The whole army of the Auſtrians being now re- 


aſſembled; and intelligence having been brought, 


not only of the king of Pruſſia's late victory near 
Leipzig, but alſo that he was advancing to the re- 
lief of the prince of Bevern, it was reſolved imme- 
diately toattack thelaſtin his intrenchments, and, 

if poſſible, to diſlodge him. Accordingly, on the 


ee of November, about nine in the 
morg- 
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mornings the Auſtrians began a moſt 121 dif- 
charge of their cannon, forty of which were twenty- 
four ah Eg ; and this continued without ceaſing 
till one, when it was ſucceeded by a ſmart fire of 
their ſmall arms, which laſted till five in the even- 
ing. The Pruſſians, with undaunted reſolution, 
ſtood two of the moſt violent attacks that were 
ever made; but at the third, overpowered with 
numbers, and aſſailed on both ſides, they began to 
loſe ground, and were forced to retire from one 
intrenchment to another. In this extremity, night 
coming on, the Pruſſian generals, fearing their in- 
trenchments would be intirely forced, and that 
they ſhould then be totally defeated, thought pro- 
per to retreat. The prince of Bevern, with the 
greateſt part of the army, retired to an eminence 
on the banks of the Oder, whilſt the reſt of the 
troops threw themſelves into Breſlau, which they 
might have defended, in all probability, till the 
king had come up to its relief. But, on the twenty- 
fourth, their commander in chief, the prince of 
Bevern, going to reconnoitre the enemy, with only 
a ſingle groom to attend him, fellin amonga party 


of Croats, who took him priſoner®, 


His army 
there- 


5 — 


* We are told, that he-miſ- 
took theſe Croats for Pruſſian 
huſſars. But ſome of the cir- 
cumſtances of this myſterious 
affair were interpreted into a 
premeditated deſign in the 


prince to be taken priſoner. It 


cannot otherwiſe be ſuppoſed 
that a man of his rank, a 
prince, a commander in chief, 
ſhould officiouſly undertake 
the * dangerous taſk of 


reconnoitring the enemy, with 


ſo ſlight an attendance as only 


one man, and that but a 


| groom, even if he had judged 


it neceſſary to ſee things with 
his own eyes. Some ſecret 
di ſſatis faction, hitherto un- 
known to us, may poſſibly 
have been the cauſe of his 
taking this ſtep; or, which 
ſeems ſtill more probable, he 
might be aſhamed, or, per- 

- haps, 


\ 
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defeat the 
prince of 
Bevern 
near Breſ- 
lau. 
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An. 155. thereupon retreated northward that night, leaving 
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in Breſlau only four battalions, who, the next day, 
furrendered the place by capitulation; one af” the 
articles of which was, that they ſhould not ſerve 
againſt 1 the Empreſs, or her allies, for two years. 
All the magazines, cheſts, artillery, &c. remained 
in the hands of the Auftrians. The garriſon 
marched out with alt military honours; conduRed 
by general Lefwitz, governor of Breflau. 

Though the Auſtrians ſung Fe Deum for this 
victory, they owned that fuch another would put 
an end to their army; for i it coſt them the hᷣves of 
twenty thouſand men: a number almoſt equal to 
the whole of the Pruflian army before the battle. 
They had four almoſt inacceſſible intrenchments to 
force, planted thick with cannon, which fired car- 
tridge ſhot from nine in the morning till the even- 
ing; and the Proufftans; when attacked, were never 
once put into the leaſt confuſion. Among the 
ſlain, on the fide of the Auſtrians, were general 
Wurben, and feveral other officers of diſtin&ion. 
The lofs of the Pruſſians did not much exceed 
three thoufand men, in killed, wounded, and pri- 
ſoners, of which laſt there were about ſixteen hun- 
dred. Their general Kick was found dead on the 
_—_ 

The king o Pruſſia, who, like Cæfar, thought 
nothing was done e — Ps; 


* 


nnn. 1 4 F4 4 4 2 > 1 F 
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gl even afradd, to ſee: the 3 3 ordens not to 
king his maſter, after having quit, on- any account what- 
ſo injadioiouſly abandoned the ever; for that he would cer - 
defence of Breſlau, by quitting tainly be with him by the ſifth 


| His lines, which, it is afſerted, of: December; in Which we 


is Pruſſian· majeſty had ſent ſhall find he kept his word. 
ſtaid 
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ſtaid no o longer at Roſbach than till the routed 
forces of the French and Imperialiſts, whom he 
had defeated there on the fifth of November, were 
totally diſperſed. That done, he marched directly 
with the greateſt part of his army for Sileſia; and, 
on the twenty-fourth of that month, arrived at 
Naumburg on the Queifs, a little river which runs 

into the Bobber, having in his route detached 
marechal Keith, with the reſt of his army, to clear 
Saxony from all the Auſtrian parties, and then to 
make an irruption into Bohemia; which he did fo 
effectually, as to raiſe large contributions in the 
circles of Satz and Leitmeritz, and even to give an 
alarm to Prague itſelf. 

His majeſty reſerved for himſelf only fifteen 
thouſand men, with which he advanced, with his 
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Auer 


of alk, 


marches 


for Sile- | 
fla: | 


deta ches 
marechal 
Keith, 
Who lays 
Bohemia 
under 


contribu. 


tion: 


- uſual rapidity, to Barchwitz; where, notwithſtand- 


ing all that had happened at Schweidnitz and at 


Breſlau, he was joined by twenty-four thouſand 


more; part of them troops which he had ordered 
from Saxony, - part the remains of the army lately 


commanded by the prince of Bevern, and part the 


late garriſon of Sehweidnitz, which had found 
means to eſcape from the Auſtrians, and acciden- 
tally joined their king upon this march“. With 
2 force, tho greatly inferiorin number to that 

of 


** 2 „„ 
——_— 


* While the Auſtrians were ftrong, they intirely iſperſed. 


conducing them to priſon, — 
their route they chanced 

of the victory their maſter had 
gained at Roſbach. Animated 
with this news, they unani- 
mouſly roſe upon the eſcart 
that guarded them, which, 
happening not to be very 


Thus freed, they marched on, 
not very certain of their way, 
in hopes to rejoin ſome corps 
of the Pruſſian troops, their 
countrymen. The ſame for- 
tune Which freed them, led 


them directly to the army com- 


manded by the king himfelf. 
which 


156- HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
An.3757- of the enemy, he reſolved to attack the Auſtrians,” 
who were intrenched at Lifla near Breſlau. 
marches On the fourth of December he ſeized upon their 
8 ovens at Neumarck, and upon a conſiderable ma- 
the Auſ. gazine, guarded by two regiments of Croats, who 
who were Tetired to a riſing ground,: where his majeſty or- 
intrenched dered his huſſars to ſurround them, and ſent a 
at Lifa: trumpet to ſummon them to ſurrender themſelves 
priſoners of war. Upon their refuſal, the huſſars 
of Zithen fell upon them ſabre in hand; and ſome 
hundreds of them having been cut in pieces, the 
reſt threw down their arms, begging for quarter 
| on their knees. After this ſeizure, and after ha- 
ving diſtributed to his army the bread prepared for 
his enemies, he began again the next morning his 
march towards Liſſa. 5: 1 5 
General Zithen, who led the vanguard of light 
horſe, about ſeven in the morning, fell in with a 
body of Auſtrian huſſars, and three regiments of 
Saxon dragoons, which were the very beſt cavalry 
the enemy had left after the battle of the twenty- 
ſecond. They had been detached by the Auſtrians 
in order to retard the king's march, and to conceal 
their own, till their batteries ſhould be completed 
for, as they held the ſmall number of the Pruſſians 
in contempt, their intention was to have met the 
king two German miles off from their intrench- 


2 ——_—_—— 


which was haſtening to their dent, whilſt it added a conſi- 
relief, as well as to that of the derable ſtrength to the army, 
prince of Bevern. This un- added likewiſe to its confi- 
expected meeting was equally dence; for the ſlighteſt occur- 
pleaſing to both, the priſoners rence is conſtrued into an omen 
not having heard any thing of by an army at the eve of an 
his majeſty's march; and at engagement. 
the ſame time this lucky inci- | 


ments 


Gurren 
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ments. 7 he Auftrian cavalry have been vigo- An. 1757 · 


rouſly repulſed to a conſiderable diſtance, general 
Zithen perceived that their whole army was form- 
ing. He immediately acquainted the king with 
what he had diſcovered; and his majeſty, after 
having himſelf obſerved the diſpoſition of the ene- 
my, made his on with that quickneſs and true 
judgment for which he has always been remark- 
able. . | 
.--Fhe action began by . a dane of forty 
pieces of large cannon, which covered the right 
wing of the enemy. The two battalions of guards, 
troops reckoned, by all who ever ſaw them, the 
fineſt in the world, and the regiments of the mar- 
grave Charles and of Itzenplitz, marched up, 


amidſt a moſt terrible fire, to the very mouths of 


the cannon, with their bayonets ſcrewed. In this 
attack the Pruſſians ſuſtained their greateſt loſs, 
though the battery was carried as ſoon almoſt as 
they could get up to it: after which the enemy's 
artillery, now turned againſt themſelves, played fu- 
riouſly upon them with their own powder. From 
that inſtant' the two wings and the center of the 
Pruſſians continued to drive the enemy before 
them, advancing all the time with that flow and re- 
gular pace for which they have always been re- 
nowned, without ever halting or giving away. The 
ground which the Auſtrians occupied was very ad- 


vantageous, and every circumſtance that could ren- 


der it more ſo had been improved to the utmoſt 
by the diligence and {kill of count Daun, who, re- 
membering his former ſucceſs, was emboldened to 
enter the liſts again with his great antagoniſt with 
more confidence. The Pruſſians, howe ever, no way 


ee 


gains a 


great vic- 
tory over 
them: 
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An. 1757. terrified by the enemy's fituation, nor their aum- 


bers, went calmly and drendfully forward. It was 
almoſt impoſſible, in the beginning, for the Pruſ- 
fian cavalry to act, on account of the ithpediments 
of fallen trees, which the enemy had cut dawn and 
laid in the field of battle, to retard their ap- 
proach: but a moſt judicious diſpoſition, which 
the king made, overcame that diſadvantage. When 
he firſt formed his army, he had placed four bat. 
talions behind the cavalry of his right wing, fore- 
ſeeing that general Nadaſti, who was placed with a 
corps of reſerve on the enemy's left, defigned td 
take him in flank. It happened, as he had fore- 
ſeen; this general's s horfe attacking the king's 
right wing with great fury: bur he was received 
with ſo ſevere a fire from the four battalions, that 
he- was obliged to retire in diforder. The enemy 


gave way on all ſides; and after having, by a quick 


retreat, got at ſome diſtance, recovered themſelves 
three times, animated by their officers, and by the 
ſuperiority of their numbers. Every time they 
made a ſtand, the Pruſſians attacked them with re- 
doubled vigour, and with ſucceſs equal to their 
bravety. Towards night the enemy, ſtill retreat- 
ing, fell into diſorder. Their two wings fled in 
confuſion: one of them, cloſely preſſed by the 
king, ran towards Breſlau, and took ſhelter under 


the cannon of that city; the other, purſued by the 


greateſt part of the light cavalry, took their flight 
towards Canth and Schweidnitz. Six thouſand | 
Auſtrians fell in this engagement; and the Pruſ- 
fians, who had only five hundred men killed, and 
two thoufand three hundred 'wounded, made up- 
wards of twenty thouſand of the enemy priſoners, 
among 
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among which were two hundred and ninety-one An. 1757. 


officers, took an hundred and ſixteen cannon, fifty- 


one colours and ftandards, and four thouſand wag- 


gons of ammunition and baggage. The conſe- 


quences that followed this victory declared its 

greatneſs. Future ages will read with aſtoniſhment 
a the ſame prince, who, but a few months be. 
fore, ſeemed verging on inevitable ruin, merely by 


the dint of his own amazing abilities, without the 
aſſiſtance of any friend whatever, with troops, per- 


petually harraſſed by long and painful marches, 
and by continual ſkirmiſhes and battles z not only 
quite retrieved his affairs, whichalmaſt every one, 
except himſelf, thought paſt redreſs ; but, in the 
midſt of winter, in countries where it was judged 
next to impoſſible for any troops to keep the field 
at that ſeaſon, conquered the united force of 
France and the Empire at Roſbach on the fifth of 
November; and on the ſame day of the very next 
month, with a great part of the ſame army, was 
at Liſſa, where he again triumphed over all the 
powers of the houſe of Auftria. 

_ Purſuing his advantage, he A inveſt- 
ed Breflau, and within two days after this great 
_ vidory, every thing was in readinefs to beſiege it 
in form. His troops, fluſned with ſucceſs, were at 
feſt for ſtorming it; but their more prudent gene · 
ral, knowing the ſtrength of the garriſon, which 


| cunlified of upwards of thirteen thouſand men, 


ant] conſidering both the fatigues which his own 
ſaldiers had lately undergone, and the fatal conſe- 
quences that might enſue, ſhould they fail of ſuc- 
ceſs in this attempt, ordered the approaches to be 


tarried on in the uſual form, His commands were 
4 La obeyed; 
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heard of in former campaigs. On the night of 
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An. 1757. obeyed; and, in conſequence thereof, Breſlau ſur- 


rendered to him on the twentieth of December in 
the morning. The garriſon, of which ten thou- 


ſand bore arms, and between three and four thou- 


ſand lay ſick or wounded, were made priſoners of 
war. Fourteen of theſe priſoners were officers of 
high rank. The military cheſt, a vaſt treaſure, 
with eighty pieces of cannon, fell into the hands 


of the victors, who loſt only about twenty men in 


their approaches. During the ſiege, a magazine 
of powder was ſet on fire by a bomb; which oc- 
caſioned great confuſion among the beſieged, and 


damaged one of their baſtions. 


The ſtrong fortreſs of Schweidnitz ſtill ed 
in the enemy's poſſeſſion, defended by a garriſon fo 
numerous, that it might be compared to a ſmall ar- 
my; and whilſt that continued fo, the king of Prut- 
ſta's victories in Sileſia were of nodeciſive effect. For 


this reaſon, tho' it was now the dead of winter, and 


the ſoldiers ſtood in need of repoſe, his majeſty 


reſolved, if poffible, to become maſter of that 


place before the end of the year: but as a cloſe ſiege 
Schweid- 


was impracticable, a blockade was formed, as ſtrict- 


ly as the rigour of the ſeaſon would permit. It was 


not however till the beginning of the enſuing cam- 


paign that this place was taken. The Pruſſians 
opened their trenches before it on the third of 
April one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty eight, 


and erected two large batteries, which kept a con- 


tinual fire upon the town. The artillery of the be- 
ſiegers conſiſted of three hundred pieces of can- 
non of different dimenſions, and eighty mortars; 


an amazing artillery, and ſuch as we have never 


the 
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the fourteenth the Pruſſians carried one of the En. 1757, 
chief works by aſſault, and lodged. themſelves 

therein; whereupon the commandant capitulated takes it; 
the next day, with the garriſon, which was now 

greatly reduced of its firſt number; being not 

half of what it amounted to at the beginning of 

the blockade. | | 

Thus all the parts of Sileſia, which the king of me ow 
Pruſſia had loſt by one unfortunate blow, fell again maſter of 
into his poſſeſſion; and his affairs, which bot a All Silefia. 
few months before ſeemed irretrievable, were now 
re-eſtabliſhed upon a firmer baſis then ever. The 
Pruſſian parties not only re poſſeſſed themſelves of 
thoſe parts of Sileſia which belonged to their king, 
but penetrated into the Auſtrian diviſion, reduced 
Jagerndorf, Troppau, Treichen, and ſeveral other 
places, and left the Empreſs-queen ſcarce any foot- 
ing in that country, in which, a few days before, 
ſhe reckoned her dominion perfectly eſtabliſhed. 

The Swedes, after many debates between their Hoſtilities 
king and ſenate, had at length reſolved upon an mo, in 
open declaration againſt the king of Pruſſia, and Pomera- 
in conſequence 3 that Nen ſent ſo many nia. 
troops into Pomerania, that, by the end of Auguſt, 
their army in that country amounted to twenty- 
five thouſand men. Their firſt act of hoſtilty was 
the ſeizure of Anclam and Demmin, two towns 
that lay in the way to Stetin, againſt which their 
principle deſign was levelled. But before they pro- 
ceeded further, general Hamilton, their command- 
er, by way of juſtify ing the conduct of his maſter, 
publiſhed a declaration, ſetting forth, * That the Their de- 
king of Sweden, as guarantee of the treaty of Weſt- — 
phalia, * not help ſending his troops into the 
Numb. | * upper 
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An. 1757- upper part of the dutchy of Pomerania belong. 


ing to the king of Pruſſia ; and that, therefore, all 
the officers appointed to receive the public revenue 
in that country, muſt pay what money they had in 
their hands to general Hamilton, who was com. 
miſſioned to receive the ſame for his Swediſh ma- 
jeſty: That, moreover, an exact account was re- 
quired within eight days, of the revenues of the 
country; but chat no more than ordinary contri- 
butions would be demanded of the inhabitants, 
who might reſt aſſured, that the Swediſh troops 
ſhould be made to oblerve the ſtricteſt diſcipline,” 

After this declaration they attacked the little 


fortreſs of Penemunde, upon the river Pene, and 


on the twenty. third of September, after a ſiege of 
nine days, forced the garriſon, which conſiſted only 
of militia, to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of war, 
This alternative the commanding-oflicer choſe, ra- 
ther than engage not to ſerve for two years, ſaying, 
that ſuch an engagement was inconſiſtent with his 
honour, whilſt his prince had ſo much occafion for his 
ſervice; and the Swediſh general, touched with this 
noble way of thinking, was, on his part, fo ge- 
nerous as to give him his liberty. 

On the ather hand general Manteuffel, who com- 
manded the Pruſſian forces then in Pomerania, 
amounting to twelve thouſand men, with which he 
was encamped before Stetin, to cover that place, 
publiſhed, in anſwer to this, a declaration, enjoin- 
ing the inhabitants of Pomerania to remain faithful 
to the king of Prufſia, their lawful ſovereign, un- 
der pain of incurring his juſt indignation, and ab- 
ſolutely forbiding them to pay any regard to the 
Swediſh manifeſto.” | | 
| | n 
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In the mean time marechal Lehwald, nas, An. 1757. 
ately after the battle of Norkitten when the Ruſ- 
ſians began their retreat, detached prince George 
of Holſtein- Gottorp, with a conſiderable body of 
forces, to the relief of Pomerania; and, ſhortly 
after, the Ruſſian forces having totally evacuated 
every part « of Pruſſia, except Memel, and moſt of 
them being actually gone into winter- quarters, he 
himſelf followed, with an additonal reinforcement 

of ſixteen thouſand men. Upon his approach the —_— 

Swedes, who were then encamped at Ferdinand- forces the 

off, and had begun to fill up the harbour of 2 * 

Swinnemunde, by way of previous preparation” 

for the ſiege of Stetin, retired with ſuch precipi- 
tation, that they did not allow, themſelves time to 
draw off a little garriſon they had at Wellin, con- 
ſiſting of two hundred and ten men, who were 
made priſoners of war. Demmin was cannonaded 
by the Pruſſians on the twenty-ninth of Decem- 
ber; and the Swedes having loſt one officer and 
forty men, deſired to capitulate. As, in order to 
eaſe the troops, it was not thought proper to 
continue the ſiege in ſo ſharp a ſeaſon, their re- 
queſt was granted, and they had leave to retire 
with two pieces of cannon. The Pruſſians took 
poſſeſnon of the town on the ſecond of January, 
after the Swedes had, on the thirtieth of Decem- 
ber, likewiſe given up Anclam, where the con- 
querors took an hundred and fifty priſoners, and 
found a conſiderable magazine of proviſions, and 
ammunition. Marechal Lehwald then paſſed the 
Pene, entered Swediſh Pomerania, and reduced 
Gutzkow, Loitz, Tripſus, and Nebringen. At 
the fame time lieutenant-general Schorlemmer paſ- 
L 2 - - ied 
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An. 1757. ſed with his corps from the iſle of Wollin into the 
ile of Uſedom, and from thence to Walgaſt, the 
Swedes having abandoned this town, as well as 
Schwinemunde, and the fort of Penemunde. The 

prince of Holſtein advanced as far as Grimm and 
Grieffswald, and the Swedes, loſing one town af. 
ter another, till they had nothing left in Pomera. 
nia but the port of Stralſund, continued retreating 
till they had reached this laſt place. The French 
party in Sweden, to comfort the people, called this 
retreat, or rather flight going into winter-quar. 
ters. T he Pruſſian huſſars were not idle wherever 
they penetrated; for beſides plundering and pil. 
laging like huffars, they inftantly raiſed a contri. 
bution of an hundred and ſixty thouſand crowns in 
Swediſh Pomerania. The Mecklemburghers, who 
had joined the Swedes with fix thouſand of their 
troops, now found cauſe to repent their forward. 


neſs, being left quite expoſed to the reſentment of 
the victors, who chaſtiſed them with moſt ſevere 
1 exactions and levies. The army of the Swedes, 
* tho' they did not fight a battle, was by ſickneſs, 
2 | deſertion, and other accidents, reduced to half the 
"A number it conliſted of when they took the field. 
bl | Anfwer The landgrave of Hefle-Caſlel, ſoon after his 
bf | * = 9: territories were invaded by the French, in conſe- 
. | the land- quence of their advantage in the affair of Haſten- 
$1 grave ff beck, had applied to the king of Sweden, as one of 
1 Caſſel, the guarantees of the treaty of Weſtphalia, de- 
2 3 ſiring him to employ his good offices with the 
$4 court of France, to obtain a more favourable treat- 


ment for his dominions than they met with: but 
his Swediſh majeſty, by the advice of the ſenate, 
thought proper to refuſe complying with this re- 

* 
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queſt, alledging, that as the crown of Sweden was An. 1757. 
one of the principal guarantees of the treaty of 
Weſtphalia, it would be highly improper to take 
ſuch a ſtep, in favour of a prince who had not only 
broke the laws and conſtitutions of the empire, 
in refuſing to furniſh his contingent, but had even 
aſſiſted, with his troops, a power known to be its Decree of 
declared enemy. The Aulic council too, ſeeing, the Aulic 
or pretending to ſee the behaviour of the landgrave _— 
in the ſame light, iſſued a decree againſt his ſerene him. 
highneſs towards the end of this year. 

The court of Great-Britain, juſtly diſpleaſed 
with the Dutch on account of the extreme facility 
with which they had granted the French a free 
paſſage through Namur and Maeſtricht for their 
proviſions, ammunition, and artillery, in the be- 
ginning of this campaign, had very properly re- 
monſtrated againſt that ſtep, before it was abſo- 
lutely r on, or at leaſt declared to be ſo: but 
in vain; a puſillanimous anſwer being all the ſa- 
tisfaction that was obtained. The tameneſs and 
indifference with which the States General had 
ſince ſeen Oſtend and Nieuport put into the hands 
of the French, drew upon their High Mightineſ- 
ſes a farther remonſtrance, which was dee to 1 

emorial 

them on the twenty-eighth of November of this preſented 
year, by colonel Yorke, his Britannic majeſty's ple- — the 

. a utch by 
nipotentiary at the Hague, in the following terms, colonel 


well calculated to awaken in them a due ſenſe of Vorke, in 
relation 


their own danger, as well as to evince the in- 6 Ofted 
Juſtice of the proceedings of the houſe of Auſtria. and Nieu- 


5 Conſidering the critical ſituation which Europe Port. 
has been in during the courſe of this year, in conſe- 
Pence of meaſures concerted to embroil all Europe 

L 3 the 
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aun the king of Great- Britain was willing to flatter 
| himſelf, Nhat the courts of Vienna and Verſailles, 


out of regard to the circumſpect conduct obſerved 
by your High Mightineſſes, would have at leaf 


informed you of the changes they have thought 


proper to make in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
Ilt was with the utmoſt ſurprize the king heard, 


that, without any previous conſent of yours, and 


almoſt without giving you any notice, the court of 


Vienna had thought proper to put the towns of 


Oſtend and Nieuport into the hands of the French 
troops, and to withdraw her own, as well as her 
artillery and ſtores, whilſt France continues to ſend 
thither a formidable quantity of both. i 

The conduct of the court of Vienna towards 
his majeſty, is indeed ſo unmerited, and fo extract. 
dinary, that it 1s difficult to find words to exprek 
it: but whatever faJlacious pretexts ſhe may have 
made uſe of to palliate her behaviour towards Eng- 
land, it doth not appear that they can be extended 
ſo far as to excuſe the infringement, in concert with 
France, of the moſt ſolemn treaties berween her 
and your High Mightineſſes. 

The king never "doubted that your High Migh- 
tineſſes wn have made proper repreſentations to 
the two courts, newly allied, to demonſtrate the in- 
juſtice of ſuch a proceeding, and the danger that 
might afterwards reſult from it. 

Four High Mightineſſes will have perceived, 
that your lence on the firſt ſtep, encouraged the 
two courts, newly allied, to attempt others; and 
who can ſay where they will ſtop? The pretext at 
firſt was, the need which the Empreſs. queen ſtood 
in the troops for the war kindled in the empire, 
and 
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important places, and afterwards of their imagina- 


ry danger from England. | 
But, High and Mighty Lords, it is but too 
evident, that the two powers, who have taken theſe 


meaſures in concert, have other projects in view, 


and have made new regulations with regard to that 
country, which cannot but alarm the neighbouring 


ſtates. 
The late dewagd made to your High Mightineſſes, 


of a paſſage for a large train of warlike implements 


thro' tome of the barrier towns, in order to be ſent to 
Oſtend and Nieuport, could not fail to awaken the 


King's attention. The ſincere friendſhip, and pa- 


rity of intereſts, of Great- Britain and Holland, re- 
quire that they ſhould no longer keep ſilence, leſt, 


in the iſſue, it ſhould be conſidered as a tacit con- 


ſent, and as a relinquiſhment of all our rights, 
The King commands me, therefore, to recall 
to your High Mightineſſes the two-fold right 
you have acquired to keep the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands under the government of the houſe of Auſ- 
tria; and that no other has a title to make the leaſt 


alteration therein, withour the conſent of your 
High Mightineſſes; unleſs the new allies have re- 


ſolved to ſet aſide all prior treaties, and to diſpoſe 
at pleaſure of every thing that may ſuit their pri- 
vate intereſt, 


In the treaty between your High Mightineſſes 


and the crown of France, ſigned at Utrecht on the 
eleventh of April, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
thirteen, in the fifteenth article, are theſe words: 
* It is alſo agreed, that no province, fort, town, 
or city, of the ſaid Netherlands, or of thoſe which 
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and the neceſſity of providing for the ſafety of thoſe An. 1257. 
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An. 1757. are given up by his Catholic majeſty, ſhall ever be 
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ceded, transferred, or given, or ſhall ever devolve 
to the crown of France, or any prince or princeſs 
of the houſe or line of France, either by virtue of 
any gift, exchange, marriage-contract, ſucceſſion 


by will, or by any other title whatever, to the 


power and authority of the moſt Chriſtian king, or 


of any prince or princeſs of the houſe or line of 


France.” 
In the barrier-treaty theſe very ſtipulations are 
repeated in the firſt article: * His Imperial and 


Catholic majeſty promiſes and engages, that no 
province, city, town, fortreſs, or territory of the 


ſaid country, ſhall be ceded, transferred, given, or 
devolve to the crown of France, or to any other 
but the ſucceſſor of the German dominions of the 
houſe of Auſtria, either by donation, ſale, ex- 
change, marriage- contract, heritage, teſtamentary 
ſucceſſion, nor under any other pretext whatſo- 
ever; ſo that no province, town, fortreſs, or terri- 


tory of the ſaid Netherlands ſhall ever be ſubject to 


any other prince, but to the ſucceſſor of the ſtates 


of the houſe of Auſtria alone, excepting what has 
been yielded by the preſent treaty to the ſaid lords 
the States General.“ 

A bare reading of theſe two articles is ſuffi- 


cient to evince all that I have juſt repreſented to 
your High Mightineſſes: and whatever pretext 


the courts of Vienna and Verſailles may alledge, to 


cover the infraction of theſe treaties, the thing re- 


mains nevertheleſs evident, whilſt theſe two courts 
are unable to prove, that the towns of Oſtend and 
Nieuport are not actually in the power of France. 
If their deſigns are juſt, or agreeable to thoſe trea- 


ties, 
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ties, they will doubtleſs not ſeruple, in the leaſt, An. 1757. 


to make your High Mightineſſes eaſy on that head, 
by openly explaining themſelves toa quiet and pa- 
cific neighbour, and by giving you indiſputable 
roofs of their intentions to fulfil the ſtipulations 
of the ſaid two treaties, with regard to the Ne- 
therlands. 

The King hath fo mock confidench in the 
good ſenſe, prudence, and friendſhip of your High 
Mightineſſes, that he makes not the leaſt doubt of 
your taking the moſt efficacious meaſures to clear 
up an affair of ſuch importance; and of your being 
pleaſed in concert with his majeſty, to watch over 
the fate of a country, whoſe ſituation and inde- 
pendence have, for more than a century, been re- 
garded as one of the principal ſupports of your 
liberty and commerce.“ 

It does not appear, that this remonſtrance had 
the deſired effect upon the States General, who 
_ were apprehenſive of embroiling themſelves with 
an enemy ſo remarkably alert in "taking all advan- 
tages. The truth is, they were not only unpre- 
pared for a rupture with France, but extremely 
unwilling to forego the commercial profits which 
they derived from their neutrality. 


The king of Pruſſia, about this period, began His Prof. 


to harbour a ſuſpicion that certain other powers fian ma- 


| longed eagerly to enjoy the ſame reſpite from the 


jeſty's let= 
ter to the 


dangers and inconveniencies of war, and that he k---- of 


ran the riſque of being abandoned by his ſole pa- 


G-- B. -n, 
nd the 


tron and ally, who farmed greatly alarmed at his a 


deſeat in Bohemia, and deſirous of detaching him- 


ſelf from a connexion which might be productive 
of the moſt diſagreeable conſequences to his conti- 
nental 


tion of his 
Britannic 
majeſty. 
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4 Ap. 1757, nental intereſt. Stimulated by this opinion, his 4 
1 Pruſſian majeſty is ſaid to have written an expoſ- | 
1 tulatory letter to the k-— of G--— B , in | 
1 which he very plainly taxes that m—— with having 


inſtigated him to commence hoſtilities ; and inſiſts 
upon his remembering the engagements by which 
: he was ſo ſolemnly bound. From the ſtrain of this 
4 letter, and the Pruſſian's declaration to the Britiſh 
miniſter when he firſt ſet out for Saxony, import- 
ing, that he was going to fight the k—— of 
E-——d's battles, a notion was generally conceived, 
that thoſe two powers had agreed to certain private 
pacta, or conventions, the particulars of which 
have not yet tranſpired. Certain it is, a declara- 
tion was delivered to the Pruſſian reſident at Lon- 
don, which appears to have been calculated as an 
anſwer to the letter. In that paper the king of 
Great Btitain declared, That the overtures made 
by his majeſty's electoral miniſters in Germany, 
touching the checks received on the continent, 


—— -* g SIG oe — AE £7). 7 Md. AI xc 


+ The letter, which was 
written in French, we have 
tranſlated for the reader's ſa- 
tis faction. 

I am informed, that the 
deſign of a treaty of 2 
for the electorate of H 
is not yet laid aſide. Is it of. 
fible that your m—y can have 
ſo little fortituce and conſtan- 
cy, as to be diſpirited by a 
ſmall reverſe of fortune? Are 
affairs ſo ruinous that they 
cannot be repaired? I hope 
your m y will conſider the 
ſtep you have made me hazard, 
and remember that you are 


the ſole. cauſe of theſe misfor - 


> 


tunes that now impend over 


my head, I ſhould never have 


abandoned the alliance of 
France, but for your flattering 
aſſurances. I do not now re- 
ent of the treaty I have con- 
cluded with your m ); but 
] expect you will not inglo- 
riouſly leave me at the mercy 
of my enemies, after having 
brought upon me all the forces 
of Europe. I depend upon 
your adhering to your repeat- 
ed engagements of the twenty- 
ſixth of laſt month, and that you 
will liſten to no treaty in which 
Jam not comprehended.“ 


ſhows 
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ſhould have no influence on his majeſty as king: An. 1757. 
that be ſaw, in the ſame light as before, the petni- 
cious effects of the union between 5 courts of 
Vienna and Verſailles, threatening A ſubverſign of 
the whole ſyſtem of public liberty, and of the inde- 
pendence of the European powers: that he conſi- 
dered, as a fatal conſequence of this dangerous con- 
nection, the ceſſion made by the court of Vienna 
of the ports in the Netherlands to France, in ſuch 
a critical ſituation, and contrary to the faith of the 
moſt ſolemn treaties: that, whatever might be the 
ſucceſs of his arms, his majeſty was determined to 
act in conſtant concert with the king of Pruſſia, in 
employing the moſt efficacious means to fruſtrate 
the unjuſt and oppreſſive deſigns of their common 
enemies. He concluded with aſſuring the king 
of Pruſſia, that the Britiſh crown would continue 
to fulfil, with the greateſt punctuality, its engage 
ments with his Pruſſian majeſty, and to ſupport 
him with firmneſs and vigour. Sueh a repreſen- 
tation could not fail of being agreeable to a prince, 
who, at this juncture, ſtood in need of an extraor- 
dinary cordial. He knew he could ſecurely depend 
not only on the good faith of an Engliſh miniſtry, 
but alſo on the good plight of the Britiſh, nation, 
which, like an indulgent. nurſe, hath always pre- 
ſented the nipple to her meagre German allies, 
Thoſe, however, who pretended to conſider and 
canvaſs events, without prejudice and prepoſſeſſion, 
could not help owning their ſurprize, at hearing an, 
alliance ſtigmatized as pernicious to the ſyſtem of 
public liberty, and ſubverſive of the independence. 
of the European powers, as they remembered. that, 
this alliance was the effect of neceſſity, ro which 
| the 
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Diſputes 


concern- 
ing the 
Conven- 
tion of 
Clofter- 
ſeven. 
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n the houſe of Auſtria was reduced, for its own pre- 


ſervation; reduced, as its friends and partiſans af. 


firm, by thoſe very potentates that now reproached 


her with theſe connections. 
His B m 


was reſolved, that the king of 


Pruſſia ſhould have no cauſe to complain of his in- 
difference, whatever reaſons he had to exclaim 
againſt the convention of Cloſter-ſeven, which he 
did not ſcruple to condemn as a very ſcandalous 
capitulation, as much as he diſapproved of the con- 
duct, in conſcquence of which near forty thouſand 


men were ſo ſhamefully diſarmed, and loſt to his 


cauſe, Thoſe ſtipulations alſo met with a very un- 
favourable reception in England, where the mo- 
tions of the allied army, in their retreat before the 
enemy, were very freely cenſured, and ſome great 
names expoſed to the ridicule and contempt of the 


public. This event, ſo ſingular in itſelf, and ſo 


important in its conſequences, attracted the atten- 
tion of the privy council, where it is ſaid to have 
been canvaſſed with great warmth, and animoſity of 
altercation, The g I complained, that he was 
reſtricted by peremptory orders from the regency 
of H and they were reported to have uſed 


recriminations in their defence. 


In all probability, 


every circumſtance of the diſpute was not ex- 
plained to the ſatisfaction of all parties, inaſmuch 
as that great commander quitted the harveſt of 
military glory, and, like another Cincinnatus, re- 
tired to his plough; from whence he may be one 
day recalled to the dictatorſhip in war, when his 
country requires the exertion of his extraordinary 


talents. 


The 


” 


at 8 
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The convention of Cloſter-ſeven was equally diſ- An. 1757. 
5 agreeable to the courts of London and Verſailles. Diſap- 
The former ſaw the electorate of Hanover left, by proved 
this capatulation, at the mercy of the enemy, who _ 
had taken poſſeſſion of the whole country, ſeized of Lon. 
the revenues, exacted contributions, and changed -_ ann 
the whole form of government, in the name of his 

moſt Chriſtian majeſty: while the French army, AY 
which had been employed in oppoſing the Hano- 
verians, was now at liberty to throw their additional 
force into the ſcale againſt the king of Pruſſia, 
who, at that period, ſeemed to totter on the verge 
of deſtruction. On the other hand, the French 

' miniſtry thought their general had granted too fa- 
vourable terms to a body of forces, whom he had .-.  -;1 1 
coped up in ſuch a manner, that, in a little time n 
they muſt have ſurrendered at diſcretion. They 
therefore determined, either to provoke the Hano- 
verians by ill-uſage to an infraction of the treaty, 
or, ſhould that by found impracticable, renounce it 
as an imperfect convention, eſtabliſhed without 
proper authority. Both expedients were uſed 
without reſerve. They were no ſooner informed 
of the capitulation, than they refuſed to acknow- 
ledge its validity, except on condition, that the 
Hanoverian troops ſhould formally engage to deſiſt 
from all ſervice againſt France and her allies during 
the preſent war, and be diſarmed on their return 
to their own country. At the ſame time her ge- 
neral, who commanded in the electorate, exhauſted 
the country by levying exorbitant contributions, 
and connived at ſuch outrages as degraded his own 
dignity, and reflected diſgrace on the character of 
his nation, The court of London, to make a me- 
ric 
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An. 1757. fit of neceſſity, affected to conſider the conven. 


tional act as a proviſional armiſtice, t to pave the \ way 
for a negotiation that might terminate in a general 
; peace, and propoſals were offered for that pur poſe: 


"7 © 


but the French miniſtry kept aloof, and ſeemed re- 
ſolbed that the electorate of Hanover ſhould be 


flats 


annexed to their king s dominions. At leaſt, they 


were bent upon keeping i it as a precious depoſi- 


tum, which, in the plan of a general pacification, 
they imagined, 8000 d counterballance any ad van- 
tage that Great Britain might obtain in other 
Parts of the world 

; His Britannic majeſty was pleaſed to ſee the ar- 


The * * 
tor of ticles of the convention fo palpably contravened, 


motives 
|} fotaking abled him, conſiſtentiy with good faith, to take ef- 
i | up arms, * Kual ſteps for the aſſiſtance of his ally, and' the 
+8 recovery of his own dominioris. He therefore, in 


quality of elector of Brunſwic-Eunenburg, pub- 
liſhed a declaration, obſerving, That his royal 
highneſs the duke of Cumberland had, on his part, 
honeſtly fulfilled all the conditions of the conven- 
tion; but the duke de Richelieu demanded, that 
the troops ſhould enter into the engagement ſpeci- 
fied above, and lay down their arms; although it 
was expreſly ſtipulated, in the convention, that they 
ſhould not be regarded as priſoners of war, under 
which quality alone they could be diſarmed: that 
the French court pretended to treat of the con ven- 
tion as a- military regulation only; and, indeed, it 
was originally nothing more: but as they had ex- 
preſly diſowned its validity, and a negotiation had 
been actually begun for diſarming the auxiliaries, 


upon certain conditions, though the French gene- 
ral 
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ral would never anſwer categorically, . but waited An. 1757. 
always for freſh inſtructions from Verſailles, the 
nature of that act was totally changed; and what 
was at firſt an agreement between general and ge- 
neral, was now become a matter of ſtate between 
the two courts of London and Verſailles: that, 
however hard the conditions of the convention ap- 
peared to be for the troops of Hanover, his Bri- 
tannic majeſty would have acquieſced in them had 
not the French glaringly | diſcovered their deſign 
of totally ruining his army, and his domiinions; 
and, by the moſt outrageous conduct, freed his 
Britannic majeſty from every obligation, under 
which he had been laid by the convention: that 
in the midſt of the armiſtice, the moſt open 
hoſtilities had been committed: the caſtle of 
Schartzfels had been forcibly ſeized and pillaged, 
and the garriſon made priſoners of war: the pri- 
ſoners made by the French before the convention, 
had not been reſtored according to an expreſs arti- 
cle ſtipulated between the generals, though it had 
been fulfilled on the part of the elefforate, by the 
immediate releaſe of the French priſoners: the 
bailies of thoſe diſtricts, from which the French 
troops were excluded. by mutual agreement, had 
been ſummoned, on pain of military execution, to 
appear before the French commiſſary, and com- 
pelled to deliver into his hands the public revenue: 
the French had appropriated to themſelves part of 
thoſe magazines which, by expreſs agreement, were 
deſtined for the uſe of the electoral troops; and they 
had ſeized the houſes, revenue, and corn, belonging 
to the king of England in the city of Bremen in vio- 
lation of their engagement to conſider that city as a 
place 
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The duke 
de Riche- 
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place abſolutely free and neutral. He took notice 
that they had proceeded to menaces unheard of 
among civilized people, of burning, ſacking, and 
deſtroying every thing that fell in their way, ſhould 
the leaſt heſitation be made in executing the con- 
vention according to their interpretation. 

Such were the conſiderations that determined his 


Britannic majeſly to renounce the agreement which 


they had violated, and have recourſe to arms for the 


relief of his ſubjects and allies. It was in conſe- 
quence of this determination, that he conferred the 


command of his electoral army on prince Ferdi. 
nand of Brunſwick, brother to the duke of that 
name, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the Pruf- 
ſian army by his great military talents, and was, by 
blood and inclination, as well as intereſt, warmly 
attached to his Britannic majeſty, 

The duke de Richelieu was no ſooner informed 
of theſe particulars, than he ſent a letter to prince 
Ferdinand, ſpecifying, that although for ſome days 
he had perceived the Hanoverian troops in motion, 
in order to form themſelves into a body, he could 
not imagine the object of theſe movements was to 
infringe the convention of neutrality, which had 
been eſtabliſhed. between the duke of Cumber- 
land and himſelf, as French general: that he was 
blinded ſo far by his confidence in the good faith 
of the elector of Hanover, who had ſigned that 
convention, as to believe the troops were aſſembled 
for no other purpoſe than to be diſtributed into 
winter- quarters, which had been aſſigned them by 


the agreement; but his eyes were at laſt opened, by 


repeated advices which he had received from all 


quarters, importing, that the Hanoverians intended 
to 


GEORGE IL 


and inviolable : that the king his maſter was ſtill 
willing to give freſh proofs of his moderation, and 
his deſire to ſpare the effuſion of human blood: 
with that view the duke declared to his ſerene 
highneſs, in the name of his moſt Chriſtian majeſ- 
ty, that he perſiſted in his reſolution of fulfilling 
exactly all the points of the convention, provided 
they ſhould be equally obſerved by the Hanove- 


rian army; but he could not help appriſing his ſe- 


rene highneſs, that if this army ſhould take any 
equivocal ſtep, and {till more ſhould it commit any 
act of hoſtility, he would then puſh matters to the 
laſt extremity, looking upon himſelf as authorized 
ſo to do by the rules of war: that he would ſer fire 
to all the palaces, houſes and gardens ; ſack all the 
towns and villages, without ſparing the moſt incon- 
ſiderable cottage, and ſubject the country to all the 
horrors of war and devaſtation. He conjured his 
ſerene highneſs to reflect on theſe particulars, and 
begged he would not lay him under the neceſſity 
of taking ſteps ſo contrary to his own perſonal cha- 
racter, as well as to the natural humanity of the 
French nation. To this letter, which was ſecond- 
ed by the count de Lynar, the Daniſh ambaſſador, 
who had meditated the convention, prince Ferdi- 
nand returned a very laconic anſwer, intimating, 
that he would give the duke de Richelieu his an- 
ſwer in perſon, at the head of his army. At this 
particular juncture, the French general was diſpo- 
fed to abide by the original articles of the conven- 


tion, rather than draw 1 upon himſelf the hoſtilities 
of an army which he knew to be brave, reſolute, 


andwell appointed, and which he ſaw at preſent anj- 
Numb. 14. = . mated 
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to infringe thoſs articles which ought to be ſacred An. 1757» 
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mated with an eager deſire of wiping out the dif. 
grace they themſelves had ſuſtained by the capitu- 
lation, as well as of relieving their country from the 


_ grievous oppreſſion under which it groaned. 


About the latter end of November the Hanove- 
rian army was wholly aſſembled at Stade, under the 
auſpices of Prince Ferdinand, who reſolved, with- 
out delay, to drive the French from the electorate, 


vhither they now began their march. Part of the 


enemy's rear, conſiſting of two thouſand men, was, 
in their march back to Zell, atracked in the bailiwic 
of Ebſtorff, and entirely defeated by general Schuy- 
tenbourgh ; and in a few days after this action, 
another happened upon the river Aller, between 
two confiderable bodies of each army, in which the 
Hanoverians, commanded by general Zaſtrow, re- 
mained maſters of the field. Theſe petty advan- 
tagesſerved to encourage the allies, and put them 
in poſſeſſion of Lunenburg, Zell, and part of the 
Brunſwic dominions, which the enemy were obliged 
to abandon. The operations of prince Ferdinand, 
however, were retarded by the reſolution and obſti- 
nate perſeverance of the French officer who com- 
manded the garriſon of Harbourg. When the Ha- 
noverian troops made themſelves maſters of the 


town, he retired into the caſtle, which he held out 
againſt a conſiderable detachment of the allied ar- 


my, by whom it was inveſted; at length, however, 
the fortifications being intirely demoliſhed, he ſur- 
rendered upon capitulation. On the ſixth day of 
December prince Ferdinand began his march to- 
wards Zell, where the French army had taken poll, 
under the command of thedukede Richelieu, who, 
at the a of the Hanoverians, called in his 


oct. — | advan- 
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advanced parties abandoned ſeveral magazines, An. 1757, 
burnedall the farm-houſes and buildings belonging 
to the ſheep-walks of his Britannic majeſty, with- 
out paying the leaſl regard to the repreſentations 
made by prince Ferdinand on this ſubject, reduced 
the ſuburbs of Zell to aſhes, after having allowed 
his men to plunder the houſes, and even ſet fire to 
the Orphan-hoſpital, in which a great number of 
helpleſs children are ſaid to have periſhed. One 
cannot, without horror, reflect upon ſuch brutal 
acts of inhumanity. The French troops have, on 
divers occaſions, and in different parts of the em- 
pire, acted tragedies of the ſame nature, which are 
not eaſily reconcileable to the character of a nation 
famed for ſentiment and civility, The Hanove- 
rians having advanced within a league of Zell, the 
two armies began to cannonade each other ; the 
French troops poſted on the right of the Aller, 
burned their magazines and retired into the town, 
where they were ſo ſtrongly intrenched, that prince 
Ferdinand could not attempt the river, the paſſes 
of which were ſtrongly guarded by the enemy. At 
the ſame time his troops were expoſed to great 
hardſhips from the ſeverity of the weather; he 
therefore retreated to Ultzen and Lunenburg, 
where his army was put into winter quarters, and 
executed ſeveral ſmall enterprizes by detachment, 
while the French general fixed his head-quarters in 
the city of Hanover, his cantonments extending 
as far as Zell, in the neighbourhood of which ma- 
Dy ſharp ſkirmiſhes were fought by the out-par- The Ha. 
tles, with various ſucceſs. noverian 
Their Imperial majeſties were no ſooner apprized — 
of theſe tranſactions, which they conſidered as in- dns 7. 
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186 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

An. 3757. fractions of the convention, than they ſent an inti- 
mation to the Baron de Steinberg, miniſter to the 
king of Great Britain as elector of Hanover, that 
he ſhould appear no more at court, or confer with 
their miniſters : and that his reſiding at Vienna, as 
he might eaſily conceive, could not be very agree- 
able: in conſequence of which meſſage he retired, 
after having obtained the neceſſary paſſports for his 
departure. The chagrin occaſioned at the court of 
Vienna by the Hanoverian army's having recourſe 
to their arms again, was, in ſome meaſure, allevi- 
ated by the certain tidings received from Peterſ. 
burgh, that the Czarina had ſigned her acceſſion, 
in form, to the treaty between the courts of Vien- 
na, Verſailles and Stockholm. In cloſing our ac- 
count of this year's tranſactions on the Continent, 
we may obſerve, that on the ſixteenth day of No- 
vember, the queen of Poland died at Berlin of an 
apoplexy, ſuppoſed to be occaſioned by the ſhock 
ſhe received on hearing that the French were total- 
ly defeated at Roſbach. She was a lady of exem- 
plary virtue and piety, whoſe conſtitution had been 
broke by grief and anxiety conceived from the 
diſtreſs of her own family, as well as from the mi- 
ſery to which ſhe ſaw her people expoſed. With 
reſpect to the European powers that were not ac- 
tually engaged as principals in the war, they ſeem- 

ed induſtriouſly to avoid every ſtep that might be 
conſtrued a deviation from the moſt ſcrupulous 
neutrality. The States-General proceeded with 
great circumſpection, in the middle courſe between 
two powerful neighbours, equally jealous and for- 
midable; and the king of Spain was gratified for 


his forbearance with a convention, ſettled between 
him 
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GEORGE. IL 
him and the belligerant powers, importing, that 
his ſubjects ſhould purſue their commerce at ſea 
without moleſtation, provided they ſhould not 
tranſport thoſe articles of merchandize which were 


deemed contraband by all nations. 
The operations at ſea, during the courſe of this Tranſac- 


year, either in Europe or America, were far from 
being deciſive or important. The commerce of Great 
Britain ſuſtained conſiderable damage from the acti- 
vity and ſucceſs of French privateers, of which a 
great number had been equipped in the iſlands of 
Martinique and Guadalupe. The Greenwich ſhip 
of war, mounted with fifty guns, and a frigate of 
twenty, fell into the hands of the enemy, together 
with a very conſiderable number of trading veſ- 
ſels. On the other hand, the Engliſh cruiſers and 

privateers acquitted themſelves with equal vigi- 
lance and valour. The duc d' Acquitaine, a large 
ſhip of fifty guns, was taken in the month of June 
by two Britiſh ſhips of war, after a ſevere engage- 
ment; and about the ſame time the Aquilon, of 


nearly the ſame force, was driven on ſhore and de- 


ſtroyed near Breſt by the Antelope, one of the Bri- 
tiſh cruiſers. A French frigate of twenty-ſix guns, 
called the Emeraude, was taken in the channel, 
after a warm engagement, by an Engliſh ſhip of 
interior force, under the command of captain Gil- 
chriſt, a gallant and alert officer, who, in the ſe- 
quel, ſignalized himſelf on divers occaſions, by 
very extraordinary acts of valour. All the ſea-offi- 
cers ſeemed to be animated with a noble emulation, 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the ſervice of their 
country; and the ſpirit deſcended even to the cap- 


tains of Privateers, who, inſtead of imitating the 
= 23 former 
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former commanders of that claſs, in avoiding ſhips 
of force, and centering their whole attention in 
advantageous prizes, now encountered the armed 
ſhips of che enemy, and faught with the moſt ob- 
ſtinate valour in the purſuit of national glory. 

Perhaps hiſtory cannotafford a more remarkable 
inſtance of deſperate courage, than that which was 
exerted in December of the preceding year, by the 
officers and crew of an Engliſh privateer, called the 
Terrible, under the command of captain William 
Death, equipped with twenty-ſix carriage guns, 
and manned with two. hundred ſailors. On the 
twenty-third day of the month he engaged, and 
made prize of, a large French ſhip fromSt. Domin- 
go, after an obſtinate battle, in which he loſt his 
own brother and ſixteen ſeamen: then he ſecured 
with forty men his prize, which contained a valu- 
able cargo, and directed his courſe to England; but 
in a few days he had the misfortune to fall in with 
the Vengeance, a privateer of St. Malo, carrying 
thirty-ſix large cannon, with a complement of three 
hundred and ſixty men. Their firſt ſtep was to 
attack the prize, which was eafily retaken ; then 
the two ſhips bore down upon the Terrible, whoſe 
main-maſt was ſhot away by the firſt broadſide. 
Notwithſtanding this difaſter, the Terrible main- 
rained fuch a furious engagement againſt both as 
can hardly be paralleled in the annals of Britain. The 
French commander and his ſecond were killed, with 
two thirds of his company; but the gallant captain 
Death, with the greater part of his officers, and 
almoſt his whole crew, having met with the ſame 


fate, his ſhip was boarded by the enemy, who 


found no more than twenty-ſix perſons alive, ſix- 
2 teen 
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teen of whom where mutilated by the loſs of leg or An. 1757. 

arm, and the other ten grievouſly wounded. The 

ſhip itſelf was ſo ſhattered that it could ſcarce be 

kept above water, and the whole exhibited a ſcene 

of blood, horror, and deſolation. The victor it- 

ſelf lay like a wreck on the ſurface ; and in this 

condition made ſhift, with great difficulty, to tow 

the Terrible into St. Malo, where ſhe was not be- 

held without aſtoniſhment and terror. This adven- 

ture was no ſooner known in England, than a libe- 

ral ſubſcription was raiſed for the fupport of 

Death's * widow, and that part of the crew which 

ſurvived the engagement. In this and every ſea- 
rencounter that happened within the preſent year, 

theſuperiority in ſkillandreſolution, was aſcertained 

to the Britiſh mariners : for even when they fought 

againſt great odds, their courage was generally 

crowned with ſucceſs. In the month of Novem- 

ber, captain Lockhart, a young gentleman, who 

had already rendered himſelf a terror to the enemy, 

as commander of a ſmall frigate, now added conſi- 

derably to his reputation, by reducing the Me- 

lampe, a French privateer of Bayonne, greatly ſu- 

perior to his ſhip, in number of men and weight of 
metal. This exploit was ſeconded by another of 

the ſame nature, in his conqueſt of another French 

adventurer, called the Counteſs of Gramont; and 

a third large privateer of Bayonne was taken by 

captain Saumarez, commander of the Antelope. 

In a word, the narrow ſeas were ſo well guarded, 


— 


1 


There was a ſtrange com- commanded by captain Death, 
bination of names belonging whoſe li eutenant was called 
to this privateer, the Terrible, Devil, and who had one Ghoſt 

equipped at Execution-Dock, for his ſurgeon. 
| M that 
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An. 1757. that in a little time ſcarce a French ſhip durſtappear 
in the Engliſh channel, which the Britiſh traders 
navigated without moleſtation. 

On the firſt day of December the king of Brea 
Britain opened the ſeſſion of parliament with a 
His ma- ſpeech from the throne, which ſeemed calculated 
124 at to Prepare the nation for the expence of maintain- 
the open- ing a new war on the continent of Europe. His 
ys of _ majeſty graciouſly declared, That it would have 
parlia= given him a moſt ſenſible pleaſure to acquaint 
m_ - them, attheopening ofthe ſeſſion, that his ſucceſs 
in carrying on the war had been equal tothe juſtice 

of his cauſe, and the extent and vigour of the mea- 

ſures formed for that purpoſe. He expreſſed the 
firmeſt confidence, that the ſpirit and bravery of 
the nation, ſo renowned in all times, which had 
formerly ſurmounted ſo many difficulties, were not 

to be abated by a few diſappointments, which, he 
truſted, might be retrieved by the bleſſing of God, 
and the zeal and ardour of his parliament for his 
majeſty's honour and the advantage of their coun- 
try. He ſaid it was his determined reſolution to 

apply his utmoſt efforts for the ſecurity of his 
kingdoms, and for the recovery and protection of 
the poſſeſſions and rights of his crown and ſubjects 
in America, and elſewhere, as well by the ſtrongeſt 
exertion of his naval force as by all other methods. 
He ſignified, that another great object, which he 
had at heart, was the preſervation of the proteſtant 
religion, and the liberties of Europe; and, in that 
view, to encourage and adhere to his allies. For 
this cauſe he aſſured them he would decline no 
inconveniences; and, in this cauſe, he earneſtly ſol- 


licited their hearty concurrence and vigorous afliſt- 


' GEORGE I. 


Germany had given a happy turn to affairs, which 
it was incumbent on them to improve; and that, 
in ſuch a critical conjuncture, the eyes of all Eu- 
rope were upon them. He particularly recom- 
mended to them, that his good brother and ally 


the king of Pruſſia might be ſupported in ſuch a a 


manner, as his magnanimity and active zeal for the 
common cauſe appeared to deſerve. To the com- 
mons he expreſſed his concern that the large ſup- 
plies they had already granted did not produce all 
the good fruits they had reaſon to expect; but he 
had ſo great a reliance on their wiſdom, as not to 
doubt of their perſeverance. He only deſired ſuch 
ſupplies as ſhould be neceſſary for the public ſer- 
vice; and told them they might depend upon it, 
that the beſt and moſt faithful ceconomy ſhould be 
uſed. He took notice of that ſpirit of diſorder 
which had ſhewn itſelf among the common people, 
in ſome parts of the kingdom: he laid injunctions 
upon them to uſe their endeavours for diſcouraging 
and ſuppreſſing ſuch abuſes, and for maintaining 
the laws and lawful authority. He concluded with 
obſerving, that nothing would fo effectually con- 
duce to the defence of all that was dear to the na- 
tion, as well. as to the reducing their enemies to 
reaſon, as union and harmony among themſelves. 
The time was when every. paragraph of this 
harangue, which the reader will perceive is not re- 
markable for its elegance and propriety, would 
have been canvaſſed and impugned by the country 
party in the houſe of commons. They would have 
imputed the bad ſucceſs of the war to the indiſcre- 
tion of the miniſtry, in 1 prepoſterous mea- 
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ance. He obſerved, that the late ſignal ſucceſs in An. 1757. 


Remarks 
on that 
harangue. 


ſures, 


186 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


An. 1757. ſures, and appointing commanders unequal to the 

ſervice, They would have inquired in what man- 
ner the proteſtant religion was endangered; and, 

if it was, how it could be preſerved or promoted 

by adhering to allies, who, without provocation, 
had well nigh ruined the firſt and principal protef. 

tant country of the Empire. They would have 
ftarted doubts with reſpect to the late ſignal ſucceſs 

in Germany; and hinted, that it would only ſerve 
to protract the burden of a continental war. They 

would have owned that the eyes of all Europe 
were upon them; anddrawn this conſequence, that 
it therefore behoved them to act with the more 
delicacy and caution, in diſcharge of the ſacred 
truſt repoſed in them by their conſtituents: a truſt 
which their conſciences would not allow to be faith- 
fully diſcharged, ſhould they ruſh precipitately into 
the deſtructive meaſures of a raſh and prodigal 
miniſtry, ſquander away the wealth of the nation, 
and add to the grievous incumbrances under which 
it groaned, in ſupport of connexions and alliances 

that were equally foreign to her conſideration, and 
rnicious to her intereſt. They would have in- 
veſtigated that cauſe which was ſo warmly recom- 
mended for ſupport, and pretended to diſcover 
that it was a cauſe in which Great Britain ought to 
have had no concern, becauſe it produced a cer- 
tainty of loſs, without the leaſt proſpect of advan- 
tage. They would have varied eſſentially in their 
inions of the neceſſary ſupplies, from the ſenti- 
ments of thoſe who prepared the eſtimates, and 
even declared ſome doubts about the ceconomy to 
be uſed in managing the national expence : finally, 
they would have repreſented: the 1mpeſſibility of 
* union 
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union between the two parties, one of which ſeem- An. 7 
ed bent upon reducing the other to beggary and 
contempt. Such vas the ſtrain that uſed to flow 
from an oppoſition, ſaid to conſiſt of diſloyalty and 
diſappointed ambition. But that malignant ſpirit 
was now happily extinguiſhed. The voice of the 

| {---n was adored as the oracle of a divinity; and 
thoſe happy days were now approaching, that ſaw 
the commons of England pour their treaſures in 

| ſupport of a German prince, with ſuch a generous 
hand, that poſterity will be amazed at their libera- 

lity. 

To the ſpeech of his majeſty the houſe of lords 
returned an addreſs, in ſuch terms of complacency 
as had long diſtinguiſhed that illuſtrious aſſembly, 

The commons expreſſed their approbation and con- 
fidence with equal ardour ; and not one objection 
was made to the form or nature of the addreſs, 

though one gentleman, equally independent in his 
mind and fortune, took exceptions to ſome of the 

meaſures which had been lately purſued. 

Their complaiſance was more ſubſtantially ſpeci- supplies 
fied in the reſolutions of the houſe, as ſoon as the pony 
two great committees of ſupply were appointed. ba) I 
They granted for the fea-ſervice of the enſuing 
year ſixty thouſand men, including fourteen thou- 
land eight hundred and forty-five marines ; and 
the ſtanding army, comprehending four thouſand 
invalids, was fixed at fifty-three thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-ſeven effective men, commiſ- 

ſion and non-commiſſion officers included. For 
the maintenance of theſe forces, by ſea and land, 

the charge of guards and garriſons at home and 
abroad, the expence of the ordnance, and in or- 

| der 
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An.1758. der to make good the ſum which had been iſſued 
by his majeſty's orders, in purſuance of the addreſs 
from the commons, they now allotted four mil. 
lions twenty-two thouſand eight hundred and ſeven 
pounds ſeven ſhillings and three pence. They 
unanimouſly granted, as a preſent ſupply in the 
then critical exigency, towards enabling his ma- 
jeſty to maintain and keep together the army 
formed laſt year in his electoral dominions, and 
then again put in motion, and actually employed 
againſt the common enemy, in concert with the 
king of Pruſſia, the ſum of one hundred thouſand 
pounds: for the ordinary of the navy, including 
half pay to the ſea officers, they allowed two hun- 
dred twenty-four thouſand four hundred twenty- 
one pounds five ſhillings and eight pence: towards 
the building and ſupport of the three hoſpitals for 
ſeamen at Goſport, Plymouth, and Greenwich, 
thirty thouſand pounds : for the reduced officers 
of the land forces and marines, penſions to the 
widows of officers, and other ſuch military contin- 
gencies, forty thouſand nine hundred and twenty- 
ſix pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and eleven pence: 
towards building, rebuilding, and repairs of his 
majeſty's ſhips for the enſuing year, the ſum of 
two hundred thouſand pounds : for defraying the 
charge of two thouſand one hundred and twenty 
| horſe, and nine thouſand nine hundred infantry, 
together with the general and ſtaff officers, the 
officers of the hoſpital and the train of artillery, 

being the troops of the landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel 
in the pay of Great Britain for ſixty days, together 
with the ſubſidy for the ſaid time, purſuant to 
treaty, they aſſigned thirty-eight thouſand three 


hun- 
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| hundred and ſixty pounds nineteen ſhillings and 
ten pence three farthings. To the foundling hoſ- 


pital they gave forty thouſand pounds for the 


maintenance and education of deſerted young chil- 
dren, as well as for the reception of all ſuch as 
ſhould be preſented under a certain age, to be 
limited by the governors and guardians of that 
charity. Three hundred thouſand pounds were 
given towards diſcharging the debt of the navy; 
and two hundred eighty-four thouſand eight hun- 
dred and two pounds for making up the deficiency 
of the grants for the ſervice of the preceding year. 
The landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel was, moreover, gra- 
tified with the further ſum of two hundred and 
three thouſand five hundred and thirty-ſix pounds 
four ſhillings and nine pence one farthing, for the 
maintenance of his forces, and the remainder of 
his ſubſidy. They granted fix hundred and ſeventy 
thouſand pounds for enabling his majeſty to make 
good his engagements with the king of Pruſſia, 
purſuant to a convention lately concluded with that 
potentate. For defraying the charge of thirty- 
eight thouſand men of the troops of Hanover, 
Wolfenbuttle, Saxe-Gotha, and the count of Buck- 
bourg, together with that of general and ſtaff 
officers, actually employed againſt the common 
enemy, in concert with the king of Pruſſia, from 
the twenty- eighth day of November in the laſt, to 
the twenty - fourth of December in the preſent year 


incluſive, to be iſſued in advance every two 


months, they allotted the ſum of four hundred and 
fixty-three thouſand eighty-four pounds fix ſhil- 
lings and ten pence; and furthermore they granted 
three hundred eighty-ſix thouſand nine hundred 

FE. 8 and 
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Pariſh-church of St. Margaret in Weſtminſter, they 
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and fifteen pounds thirteen ſhillings and two pence, 


to defray the charges of forage, bread waggons, 
train of artillery, proviſions, wood, ſtraw, and all 
other extraordinary expences, contingencies, and 
loſſes whatſoever, incurred, or to be incurred, on 
account of his majeſty's army, conſiſting of thirty- 
eight thouſand men, actually employed againſt the 


common enemy, in concert with the king of Pruſ- 


ſia, from November laſt to next December inclu- 
five. For the extraordinary expences of the land- 
forces, and other ſervices incurred, in the courſe of 
the laſt year, and not provided for by parliament, 
they allowed one hundred forty-five thouſand four 
hundred fifty-four pounds fifteen ſhillings and one 
farthing. They provided eight hundred thouſand 
pounds to enable his majeſty to defray the like ſum 


raiſed in purſuance of an act made in the laſt ſeſ- 


fion of parliament, and charged upon the firſt aids 
and ſupplies to be granted in the current ſeſſion. 
Twenty-ſix thouſand pounds were beſtowed on the 
out-penſioners of Chelſea-hoſpital; above twenty 


thouſand for the expence of maintaining the 


colonies of Nova Scotia and Georgia ; for reimbur- 
ſing to the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay, and the 
colony of Connecticut, their expence in furniſhing 
proviſions and ſtores to the troops raiſed by them 
for his majeſty's ſervice, in the campaign of the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſix, 

the ſum of forty-one thouſand one hundred ſeven- 
teen pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and ſix pence half- 
penny: to beapplied towards the rebuilding of Lon- 


don bridge, carrying ori the works for fortifying and 


ſecuring the harbour of Milford, and repairing the 


al- 
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allotted twenty-nine thouſand pounds, The Eaſt- 
India company were indulgd with twenty thoufand 
pounds upon account, towards enabling them to 
defray the expence of a military force in their ſet- 
tlements, to be maintained by them in lieu of the 
battalion of his majeſty's forces withdrawn from 
thoſe ſettlements : the ſum of ten thouſand pounds 
was given, as uſual, for maintaining and ſupporting 
the Britiſh forts and ſettlements on the coaſt of 
Africa; and eleven thouſand four hundred and 
fifty, were granted as an augmentation to the ſala- 
ries of the judges in the ſuperior courts of judica- 
ture. They likewiſe provided one hundred thou- 
| fand pounds for defraying the charge of pay and 
| cloathingtothemilitia; and advanced eight hundred 
thouſand pounds, to enable his majeſty to defray any 
extraordinary expences of the war, incurred or to 
be incurred for the ſervice of the current year; and 
to take all ſuch meaſures as might be neceſſary to 
diſappoint, or defeat, any enterprizes or deſigns of 
his enemies, as the exigency of his affairs might 
require. The wholeſupplies of this ſeſſion amounted 
to the enormous ſum of ten millions, four hundred 
elghty-ſix thouſand four hundred fifty-ſevenpounds 
and one penny. f | 
Nothing could fo plainly demonſtrate the impli- 
cit confidence which the parliament, at this juncture, _ on 
repoſed in the ſovereign and the miniſtry, as their — 
conduct in granting ſuch liberal ſupplies, great 
part of which were beſtowed in favour of our Ger- 
man allies, whom the Britiſh nation thus generouſly 
| Payed for fighting their own battles. Beſides the 
ſium of one million, eight hundred ſixty- one thou- 
ſand, eight hundred ninety- ſeven pounds, four ſhil- 
| | lings 
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An. 1758. lings and eight pence, expreſly aſſigned for the ſup- 
port of theſe continental connexions, a ſum conſi- 
derably exceeding the whole of the revenue raiſed 
in the reign of the ſecond Charles, and what part 
of the ſum granted to the king for extraordinary 
expences, might be applied to the ſame uſe, the 
article might not improperly be ſwelled with the 
vaſt expence incurred by expeditions to the coaſt 
of France, the chief, if not ſole deſign of which 

ſeemed to be a diverſion in favour of the nation's 
allies in Germany, by preventing France from 
ſending ſuch numerous armies into that country 
as it could have ſpared, had not its ſea-coaſts required 
a conſiderable body of forces for its detence againſt 
the attempts of the Engliſh. Indeed the parti- 
fans of the m——y were at great pains to ſug- 
geſt and inculcate a belief, that the war in Ger- 
many was chiefly ſupported as a neceſſary diver- 
ſion in favour of Great Britain and her plantations, 
| which would have been expoſed to inſult and inva- 
_- ſion, had not the enemy's forces been otherwiſe 
| employed. But the abſurdity of this notion will 
at once appear to thoſe who conſider, that by this 
time Great Britain was ſole miſtreſs of the ſea; that 
the navy of France was almoſt ruined, and her 
commerce on the ocean quite extinguiſhed ; that 
ſhe could not, with the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs, 
hazard any expedition of conſequence againſt Great 
Britain, orany partof her dominions, while the ocean 
was covered with ſuch powerful navies belonging 
to that nation; and that if one third part of the 
* money annually ingulphed in the German vortex, 
had been employed in augmenting the naval forces 


of England, and thoſe forces properly exerted, not 
Big - 
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2 ſingle cruiſer would have been able to ſtir from An. 1758. 
the harbours of France; all her colonies in the c 
Weſt Indies would have fallen an eaſy prey to the 
arms of Great Britain; and thus cur off from the 
reſources of commerce, ſhe muſt have been con- 
tent to embrace ſuch terms of peace as the victor 
ſhould have thought proper to preſcribe. _ 
The fundseſtabliſhed bythe committee of ways Funds — 
and means, in order to realize thoſe articles of ſup- — 
ply, conſiſted of the malt- tax, the lanꝗ - tax at 
four ſhillings in the pound, ſums remaining in the 
exchequer produced from the ſinking fund, four 
millions five hundred thouſand pounds to be raiſed 
by annuities, at three pounds ten ſhillings per 
cent. per ann. and five hundred thouſand pounds 
by a lottery, attended with annuities redeemable 
by parliament, after the rate of three pounds per 
cent. per ann. theſe ſeveral annuities to be transfer- 
able at the-bank of England, and charged upon 4 
fund to be eſtabliſhed in this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment for payment thereof, and for which the ſink- 
ing fund ſhould be a collateral ſecurity &; one mil- 
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lt was enated, That eve- 


ry perſon ſubſcribing for five 
hundred pounds, ſhould be in- 
titled to four hundred and fifty 
in annuities, and fifty pounds in 
lottery tickets, andſoinpropor- 
tion for a greater or leſſer ſum; 


that the lottery ſnould conſiſt 


of tickets of the value of ten 
pounds each, in a proportion 
not exceeding eight blanks to 
a prize; the blanks to be of 
the value of fix pounds each; 
the blanks and prizes to bear 
an intereſt after the rate of 
Numa, XV. | 


three pounds per cent. to com- 


- mence from the firſt day of Ja- 


nuary, in the year one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty- 


nine; and that the ſum of four 


millions five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, to be raiſed by 
annuities, ſhould bear an in- 
tereſt after the rate of three 
pounds ten ſhillings per cent. 
from the fifth day of July in 
the preſentyear ; which annu- 
ities ſhould ſtand reduced to 
three pounds per cent. after 


. the * of twenty-four 


_ yearsg 
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lion ſix hundred and fix thouſand and ſeventy-fix 
poutids, fre ſhillings,” one penny one farthing, iſ. 
ſued and applied out of ſuch monies as fhould, or 


might ariſe from the ſurpluſſes, exceſſes, a nd other 


revenues compoſing the ſinking fund; a tax of 
one ſhilling in the pound to be annually paid from 
all ſalaries, fees, and perquiſites of offices and em- 
ployments in Great Britain, and from all penſions 
and other gratuities payable out of any revenues be- 
longing tohis majeſty in Great Britain, exceeding the 
yearly value of one hundred pounds; an impoſi- 
tion of one ſhilling annually upon every dwelling- 


houſt inhabited within the kingdom of Great Bri- 


tain; over and above all other duties already. charge- 

able upon them, to commence from the fifth day 
of April; an additional tax of fix- pence yearh⸗ 
for every window or light in every dwelling- houſe 


inhabited in Britain, which ſhall contain fifteen 
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years, and afterwards be rel time to time to ſuch ſervices 
deemable in the whole, or in as ſhould then have-been voted 
part, by ſums not leſs than five by the houſe of commons in 


hundred thouſand pounds at this ſeſſion of parliament, and 


one time, fix months notice not otherwiſe : that any ſub- 


having been firſt given of ſuch _ 


payments reſpectively; that 
An ſübſeriber might, on or 
he fore the twenty-ninth day of 
April, make a depoſit of ten 
pounds per cent. on ſuch ſums 
as he ſhould chooſe to ſubſeribe 
towards raiſing theſe five mil- 
lions, with the caſhiers of the 
bank, as à ſecurity for his 
future payments on the days 
appointed for. that purpoſe ; 
that the ſeveral ' ſums ſo 
received by the caſhiers, ſhould 
be payed into the receipt of the 


exchequer, to be applied from 


oF 
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ſcriber payin the whole, or 
any part of his ſubſcription 
previous to the days appointed 
for the reſpective payments, 
ſhould be allowed a diſcount, 
at the rate of three per cent. 
from the days of ſuch re- 


ſpective payments, to there- 


ſpective times on which ſuch 
payments were directed to 
be made; and that all per- 
ſons who ſhould make their 
full payments on the ſaid 
lottery, ſhould receive their 


tickets as ſoon as they could 


be conveniently made out. 
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windows or upwards; ; a continuation of « certain 
acts near expiring, with reſpect to the duties pay- 
able on foreign fail-cloth imported into Great Bri- 


tain; the exportation of Britiſh gunpowder; the 


ſecuring and encouraging the trade of his majeſty? O 
ſugar colonies in America, andthe impowering the 
importers and proprietors of ſpirits from the Britiſh 
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ſugar plantations, to land them before payment of * 


the duties of exciſe; and to lodge-them in ware- 
houſes at their own expence; an annual tax of 
forty ſhillings for a licence to be taken out by 
every perſon trading 1 in, ſelling of vending gold ot 
filver plate, in lieu of the duty of ſix- pence per 
ounce on all ſilver plate, made or wrought, or which 

ought to be touched, aſſayed, or marked in $1 iS 
kingdom; which duty now ceaſed. and determined 
aceſſation of all drawbacks payable on the expor- 
tation of ſilver plate; a law prohibiting all perſons 
from ſelling by retail, any ſweets or made wines, 
without firſt having procured a licence for that 
purpoſe; and a loan, by exchequer- bills, for eight 


hundred thouſand pounds, to be charged on the 


firſt aids to be granted in the next ſeſſion of par- 


lament. Theſe proviſions amounted to the ſum of 


eleven millions ſeverity-nine thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred arid twenty-two pounds, ſix ſhillings and ten- 
pence, exceeding the grants in the fun of five 
hundred ninety-three thouſand two hundred and 
ſixty-five pounds, ſix ſhillings and nine: pence; 
o that the nation had reaſon to hope, that this 
ſurplus of above half a million would prevent, any 
demand for deficiencies in the next ſeſſion. By theſe 
copious grants of an h—ſe of , whoſe 
omplaiſarice knew no bounds, the national debt 
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was, at this juncture, ſwelled to the aſtoniſhing 


ſam of eighty-ſeven millions three hundred fixty. 
ſeven thouſand two hundred and ten pounds, nine- 
teen ſhillings and ten-pence farthing ; a load that 
would have cruſhed the national credit of any other 
More: in chriſtendom, 

The liberality of the — was a Mr the rock 
in the wilderneſs, which flowed with the welcome 
ſtream when touched by the rod of Moſes. The 


commons. reſent ſupply which the commons granted for the 


ſubſiſtence of the Hanoverian army, was, in pur- 
fuance of a meſſage from his majefty, communi- 
cated tothe houſe by Mr. ſecretary Pitt, importing, 

That the king had ordered his electoral army to be 
pus again into metion, that it might act with 
vigour againſt the common enemy, in concert with 


his good brother and ally the king of Pruſſia; that 


the exhauſted and ruined ſtate of the electorate, 
having rendered it incapable of maintaining that 
army, until the further neceſſary charge thereof, 
as well as the more particular meaſures then con- 


certing for the effectual ſupport of his Pruſſian ma- 


jeſty, could be laid before the houſe, the king re- 


| lying on the conſtant zeal of his faithful commons, 


for the ſupport of the proteſtant religion, and of 
the liberties of Europe, againſt the dangerous de- 
fgns of France and her-confederates, found him- 
felf, in the mean time, under the abſolute neceſlity 


of recommending to the houſe the ſpeedy conſide · 


ration of ſuch a preſent ſupply, as might enable his 


majeſty, in this critical conjuncture, to ſubſiſt and 


keep together the ſaid army. This addreſs was no 
ſooner recited by this ſpeaker, than it was unant- 


W referred to the committee of ſupply, who 
2 gratified 


— 
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GEORGE II. 
gratified his majeſty's wiſh with an immediate reſo- 
jution; and, conſidering their generous diſpoſition, 
doubtleſs the ſame compliance would have appear- 
ed, even though no mention had been made of 
the proteſtant religion, which, to men of ordinary 
enciration, appeared to have no natural concern 
in the preſent diſpute between the belligerant pow- 
ers, although former miniſters had often violently 
introduced it into meſſages and ſpeeches from the 
throne, in order to dazzle the eyes of the popu- 
Jace, even while they inſulted the underſtanding of 
thoſe who were capable of exerciſing their own 
reaſon. 8 85 
This pretext was worn ſo threadbare, that, 
among the ſenſible part of mankind, it could no 
longer be uſed without incurring contempt and 
ridicule. In order to perſuade mankind that the pro- 
teſtant religion was in danger, it would have been 
neceſſary to ſpecify the deſigns that were formed 
againſt it, as wellas the nature of the conſpiracy, 
and to deſcend to particulars, properly authenti- 
cated. In that caſe, great part of Europe would 


have been juſtly alarmed. The States General of 


the United Provinces, who have made ſuch glo- 
rious and indefatigable efforts in ſupport of the 
proteſtant religion, would ſurely have lent an help- 
ing hand towards its preſervation. The Danes 
would not have ſtood tamely neutral, and ſeen the 
religion they profeſs expoſed to the rage of ſuch a 
powerful confederacy. It is not to be imagined 
that the Swedes, who have ſo zealouſly maintained 


the purity of the proteſtant faith, would now join 


an aſſociation whoſe aim was the ruin of that reli- 
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church, which they eſpouſe. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND: 


gion. It 1s not credible, that even the Hungz. 
rians, who profeſs the ſame faith, and other pro- 
teſtant ſtates of the Empire, would enter ſo hearti- 
ly into the intereſts of thoſe who were bent upon 
Its deſtruction ; or that the Ruſſians would contri- 
bute to the aggrandizement of the catholic faith 
and diſcipline, ſo oppolite to that of. the Greek 
As, therefore, no 
particular of ſuch a deſign was explained, no act of 
oppreſſion towards any proteſtant ſtate or ſociety 
pointed out, except thoſe that were exerciſed by 
the proteſtants themſelves; and as the court of 
Vienna repeatedly diſayowed any ſuch deſign, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, the unprejudiced part of 
mankind will be apt to conclude, that the cry of 
religion was uſed, as in former times, to arouſe, 
alarm, and inflame: nor did the artifice prove al- 
together unſucceſsful, Notwithſtanding the ge- 
neral luke-warmth of the age in matters of religion, 
it produced conſiderable effect among the fanatic 
ſectaries that ſwarm through the kingdom of Eng- 
land. The leaders of thoſe blind enthuſiaſts, either 
ackuated by the ſpirit of deluſion, or deſirous of re- 
commending themſelves to the protection of the 
higher powers, immediately ſeized the hint, expa- 
tiating vehemently on the danger that impended 
over God's people ; and exerting all their faculties 
to impreſs the belief of a religious war, which 
never fails to exaſperate and impel the minds of 
men to ſuch deeds of cruelty and revenge as muſt 
diſcredit all religion, and even diſgrace humanity. 
7:0 me ſignal truſt and confidence which the par- 


lament of England repoſed i in the king, at this 


junctore, » was in — more conſpicuous than in 
leaving 


0 E 01 R G F H. 
leaving to. the crown the unlimited application of 
the ſum granted for augmenting the ſalaries of the 
judges. In the reign of king William, when the 
act of ſettlement was paſſed, the parliament, jealous 
of the influence which the crown might acquire 
over the Judges, provided, by an expreſs clauſe of 
that act, tharthe commiſſions of the judges ſhould 
ſubſiſt quam diu ſe bene geſſerint, and that their 
ſalaries ſhould: be eſtabliſned: but now we find a 
ſum of money granted for the augmentation of 
their ſalaries, and the crown veſted with a diſcre- | 


tionary power to proportion and apply this aug - 
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Confi- 
dence re- 
poſed in 
his my 
with re- 
ſpect to 
the ſala- 
ries of the 
judges. 


mentation: a ſtretch of complaiſance, which, how- 


ſafe ſoever it may appear during the reign of a 
prince famed for integrity and moderation, will 


perhaps one day be conſidered as a very e | 


acceſſion to the prerogative, 


So fully perſuaded were the m—y that the | 


commons would chearfully enable them to pay 
what ſubſidies they might promite to their German 


a new treaty or convention with his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty, which, that it might have the firmer con- 


Second 
treaty of 
Con ven- 


tion with 


allies, that on the eleventhof April they concluded the king 


of Pruſſia. 


ſiſtence, and the greater authority, was, on the part 


of Great Britain, tranſacted and ſigned by almoſt 
all the privy counſellors who had any ſhare in the 


adminiſtration * . This treaty, which was ſigned 
1 at 


SR» + - 


2 one of che principal 
ſecretaries of ſtate; Philip earl 
of Hardwicke; and William 
Pitt, Eſq; another of the prin- 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate, In 


i tm, 4 


Theſe were, Sir Robe 
Henley, lord keeper of the 
great ſeal ; John earl Gran- 
ville, preſident of the council; 
Thomas Holles duke of New- 


9 


caſtle, firſt commiſſioner of the 


treaſury Robert earl of Hol- 


the name- and on the part of 


his Pruſſian majeſty, the Sieurs 
N 4 „ 


ä 1 be 2. - * . 
„ 


— 


- 


P 
"Ig : 
— >" xr Wy IST r 9 8 CEE $71 
| "3-5 —o- 4 8 „„ 


8 


An. 1758. at Weſtminſter, imported, That the contracting 


G 
* 
| 
' 
: 

oF ” 

5 

| 

Z 3 1 

| 

4 

= ' Ws 

1 ! . N 

| ' 

F = T2; 
1 

| ! 7 

3 
1 

! . 

l [ 1 
i! | 
[ 

i 
b 
k 

F . 
4 
9 4 
= 7 
12-4 1 
1 

I 19 

14 
| 

* 1 

11 

1 

1 k 
41 

1} 

ſ 14 

11 

_ 

* 
3 

1 1 

Ly 15 

Wil! a 

= 

4 
þ 1 3! 

[1 * p] 

l 4 ©! 
Iv 5 : 
_ 
4 it; 

. 

1 

1 

ik ' 

3 

mn 

=_ 7 

1 

. 1 

3 

. ; 

. 4 
_—_ 
| 4 47 
. * 

Ll 
ke q . 
. 
. 
LEE . 
_— 

= 

ot ©; [ 

\ "| 
v1 . 
9 Lt | 
abt 
: i! | 
ht 
o 
11 

n 
x j 
4 
g y 
1 
£4 
5 
i 

* 3 
1 1 AX * 
1 8 
_ 

4 1 

13 

i 5 

is} 

WT f 

14 

_ 
+} 4 

ES "2 

n 
4 : 
* 

1 : 

al l 

a 

9 
3 
1 

4 * 

. E. 4 
BY 
= - 

: - 

R 
1 
u 21 I 
3 | 
#7 ; : 
| : 

Li f 

13 
1 1 
1 
= q 

1 M 

j 
an 

p 'Þ j 
IS N 
C1 ' 
1 
3 \t 

3 bi | 
4 k 
K _ 
© n | | | 

p . 


4. Jas 
. hn 
— 
— 


— 


1 
oh 

i! 

1 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


powers having mutually reſolved to continue their 
efforts for their reciprocal defence and ſecurity, 
for the recovery of their poſſeſſions, the protection 
of their allies, and the ſupport of the liberties of 
the Germanic bady; his Britannic majeſty had, 
from theſe conſiderations, determined'to grant to 
his Pruſſian majeſty an immediate ſuccour in mo- 
ney, as being the moſt ready and the moſt effica. 
cious: and their majeſties having judged it proper 
that thereupon a convention ſhould be made, for 
declaring and fixing their intentions upon this 
head, they had nominated and authorized their re. 

ſpective miniſters, who, after having communi. 
cated their full powers to one anether, agreed to 
the following ſtipulations. The king of Great Bri- 
tain engaged to pay in the city of London, to ſuch 
perſon as ſhould be authorized to receive it by his 
Pruſſian majeſty, the ſum of four millions of Ger- 
man crowns, amounting to fix hundred and ſeventy 
thouſand pounds ſterling, to be payed at once, and 
in one whole ſum, immediately after the exchange 
of ratifications, upon being demanded by his Pruſ- 
ſian majeſty. This prince, on his part, obliged 
himſelf to apply that ſum to the maintaining and 
augmenting his forces, which ſhould act in the beſt 
manner for the good of the common cauſe, and 
for the purpoſe of reciprocal defence, and mutual 
ſecurity, propoſed by their faid majeſties. More- 
over, the high contracting parties engaged not to 
conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality, 


— 


1 —_— 


Dado Henry, baron of Knyp- | tentiary at the court of Lon- 
hauſen, his privy counſellorof don; and Lewis Michel, his 
ambaſſy, and miniſterplenipo- feſident, and charge d'affaires. 
| nor 


' GEORGE 1. 
nor any other ſart of convention or agreement, 
with the powers engaged in the preſent war, but 


in concert and by mutual agreement, wherein 


both ſhould be nominally comprehended. Finally, 
it was ſtipulated, that this convention ſhould be 
ratified, and the ratifications exchanged on both 
ſides, within the term of ſix weeks, to be com- 
puted from the day of ſigning thispreſent conven- 
tion, or ſooner, if poſſible. 

At this juncture, in all probability, hoo m—y 
of England imagined, that the war might be ter- 
minated in one campaign, by a vigorous exertion. 
of the united powers of the contracting parties, 
whoſe hands were ſtrengthened accordingly; but 
theſe ſang uine hopes were not accompliſhed: the 
war continued to rage, and Great Britain to re- 
double her efforts on the continent; and, ſhould 
ſne adhere to the letter of this treaty, the war may 
be protracted in Germany until the people of 
England ſhould be tired of giving ſubſidies for 1 its 
ſupport. 

All the reſolutions to which the committee of 
ways and means agreed, were executed by bills, or 


An. 178d. 


clauſes in bills, which afterwards received the royal 


ſanction. The militia ſtill continued to be an ob- 
ject of parliamentary care and attention: but the 
inſtitution was not yet heartily embraced, becauſe 
ſeemingly diſcountenanced by the remnant of the 
old miniſtry, which ſtill maintained a capital place 
in the late coalition, and indeed almoſt wholly in- 
groſſed the diſtribution of penſions and places. 
The commons having preſented an addreſs to his 
majeſty, with reſpect to the harbour of Milford- 
Ravens: a book of plans and eſtimates for fortifying 


that 


Bill in fa- 
vour of 
Milford. 
haven. 
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481758. that harbour was laid before the houfe, and a com- 
mittee appointed to examine the particulars. They 
were of opinion, that the mouth of the btn 
was tool wide to admit of any fortification, or ef. 
fectual defence; but that the paſſage called Nai- 
land- point, lying higher than Hubberſtone-road, 
might be fortified, ſa as to afford ſafe. riding and 
protection to the trade and navy of Great Britain : 
that if it ſhould be thought proper hereafter to 
eftabliſh a yard and dock for building and equip- 
ping fleets at Milford, no place could, from the 
fituation, nature, ſoil, and a general coneurrence 
of all neceſſary local enen be more fitted 
for ſuch a deſign: that if proper uſe were made of 
this valuable, though long- neglected harbour, the 
diſtreſsful delays, too often embarraſſing and diſap- 
pointing the nation in her naval operations, might 
be in a great meaſure happily. removed, to the infi- 
nite relief and enlargement of the kingdom in the 
means of improving its naval force; the neceſſary 
progreſs and free execution of which was now ſo 
unhappily and frequently reſtrained and fruſtrated 
by the want of an harbour like that of Milford- 
haven, framed by nature with ſuch local advan- 
tages. This report appeared to be ſo well ſup- 
ported by evidence, that a bill was framed and 
paſſed into an act, for granting ten thouſand 
pounds towards carrying on the works for fortify- 
ing and ſecuring the harbour of Milford, in the 
county of Pembroke. 
Other laws of national conſequence were en- 
acted in the courſe of this ſeſſion, with little or no 
2 On the very firſt day of their ſitting, 
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magiſtrates, merchants, and inhabitants of Liyer- An. 1758. i 
pool, complaining of the high price of wheat, and Regula- 0 
dther grain; expreſſing their apprehenſion that it ara i 
would continue to Tile, unleſs the time for the im- . i 

ortation of foreign corn, duty free, ſhould be =o 
prolonged, or ſome other ſalutary meaſure taken by 

parliament, to prevent dealers from engroſſing 
corn ; ſubmitting to the wiſdom of the houſe, a 

total prohibition of diſtilling and exporting grain, 
while the high price ſhould continue; praying 
they would take the premiſes into conſideration, 
and grant a ſeaſonable relief to the petitioners, by 
a continuance of a free 1 importation, and taking 
ſuch other effectual means to reduce the growing 
price of corn, as to them ſhould ſeem neceſſary and 
expedient. This being an urgent caſe, that equal- 
ly intereſted the humanity of the legiſlature and 
the manufactures of the kingdom, it was delibe- 
rated upon, and diſcuſſed with remarkable diſpatch. 
In a few days 3 a bill was prepared, paſſed through 
both houſes, and enacted 1 into a law, continuing 
till the twenty. fourth day of December, i in the pre- 
ſent year, the three acts of laſt ſeſſion; for prohi- 
biting the exportation of corn; for prohibiting 
the diſtillation of ſpirits; and for allowing the im- 
portation of corn duty free. A ſecond law was 
eſtabliſhed, regulating the price and aſſize of 
bread, and ſubjecting to ſevere penalties thoſe who 
ſhould be concerned in its adulteration. In conſe- 
quence of certain reſolutions, taken in a committee 
of the whole houſe, a bill was preſented for prohi- 
biting the payment of the bounty upon the ex- 
portation of corn, unleſs ſold at a lower price than 
18 e in an act paſſed i in the firſt year of the 


reign- 
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reign of William and Mary : but this bill, after 
having been read aſecond time, and committed, 


was neglected, and proved abortive. Certain it is, 
that as the preſervation and extenſion of manufac- 
tures depend in a great meaſure upon the mode- 


Bill for 
the encou- 


= agement 


of ſea- 
men. 


rate price of bread, which enables the labourer to 

work for low wages, and his maſter to ſell his com- 
modity as cheap as it can be afforded by the mer- 
chants and manufacturers of other countries, it is 
a flagrant abſurdity to grant a bounty on the ex- 
portation of corn, when the price is not as low at 
home as abroad; butit is ſtill more abſurd to grant 
ſuch a large bounty as may enable the exporter to 
ſell it for a ſmaller price to foreigners, and rivals 
in commerce, than the Britiſh manufacturer is 
obliged to pay for it at home; and this will always 
be the caſe, when the bounty exceeds the charge 
and riſque of exportation. 

In conſequence of a motion made by Mr. Green 
ville, a humane bill was prepared and brought in 
for the encouragement of ſeamen employed i in the 
royal navy, eſtabliſhing a regular method for the 
punctual, frequent, and certain payment of their 
wages; enabling them more eaſily and readily to 
remit money for the ſupport of their wives and fa- 


milies, and preventing frauds and abuſes attending 


ſuch pay ments. This bill, having paſſed the low- 
er houſe, engaged, in a very particular manner, 
the attention of the lords, who, by divers meſ- 
ſages to the houſe of commons, deſired the at- 
tendance of ſeveral members. Theſe meſſages 
being taken into conſideration, ſeveral precedents 


were recited; a debate aroſe about their formality, 


and the bouſe unanimouſly reſolved, that a meſſage 
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ſhould be ſent to the lords acquainting them, that An. 1758, 
the houſe of commons, not being ſufficiently in- | 
formed by their meſſages upon what grounds, or 
for what purpoſes, their lordſhips deſired the houſe 
would give! leave to ſuch of their members, as were 
named in the ſaid meſſages, to attend the houſe of 
lords, in order to be examined upon the ſecond 
reading of the bill; the commons hoped their 
lordſhips would make them acquainted with their 
intention. The lords, 1 in anſwer to this intimation, 
gave the commons to underſtand, that they deſired 
the attendance of the members mentioned in their 
meſſages, that they might be examined as witneſ⸗ 
ſes upon the ſecond reading of the bill; This expla- 
nation beingdeemed fatisfactory,, the members at- 
rended the houſe of lords, where they, were care- 
fully and fully examined, as perſons converſant in 
ſea- affairs; touching the inconveniencies which had 
formerly attended the ſea-ſervice, as well as the 
remedies now propoſed; and the bill having paſſed 
through their houſe, though not without warm 
oppoſition; was enacted into a law, by his majeſty's 
aſſent. How defective and imperfect ſoever this 
act may appear to thoſe, Who have accurately and 
maturely donſidered the ſubject, it certainly flewed 
from a Principle of Juſtice and humanity; and the 
ſalutary effects of it ſoon appeared, in conſidera- 
bleſums of money which even the common ſeamen 
remitted to their poor ene in eferentpates 
of Great Britain and Ireland 144 + 
The militia act, as it paſſed Fray aſt ſeflion, Act for 
being found upon trial defective, Mr. Townſhend cM 
g the 
moved for leave to bring in a new bill to explain, militia- 
amend and enforce it; this was accordingly alt 2. 
lowed, 
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An: 1758. lowed, prepared, and paſſed into a law; though 

it does not ſeem altogether free from material ob- 

jections, ſome of which are of an alarming nature. 

The power veſted by law in the crown, over the 

militia, is even more independent than that which 

it exerciſes over the ſtanding army: for this laſt 

expires at the end of the year, if not continued by 

a new act of parliament; whereas the militia is 

ſubjected to the power of the crown for the term 

of five years, during which it may be called out 

into actual ſervice without conſent of parliament; 

and” *conſequently employed for ſiniſter purpoſes; 
A*commiſſion-officer in the militia may be de- 

tained, as ſubje&to the articles of war, until the 

crown ſhall allow the militia to return to their re- 

ſpective pariſhes; and thus engaged, he is liable to 

death as a mutineer, or deſerter, ſhould he refuſe - 
1 do appear in arms, and fight in n of the worſt 


meaſures of the worſt miniſter. 27925 
Silk bil! Several merchants, and mänefgcturers of fk, 


13 offered: a petition, repreſen ting, that i in conſequence 
of the act paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion, allowing the im- 
portation of fine organzine Italian thrown filk till 
the firſt day of December, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty ſeven, they had given orders 
to their correſpondents abroad to ſend large quan- 
tities of ſuch ſilk throꝰ Germany to Hamburgh and 
Holland, which, in the common courſe of things; 
might probably have arrived in London before the 
act expired, if their carriage had not been protract- 
ech by. the great rains and inundations in Italy and 

4: -; Germany, in the months of Auguſt and Septem- 

A lla ber laſt, which rendered the roads for many weeks 

* im paſſable: : that from unlucky accidents on Vn 
g e32W OL | an 


GEORGE Jr -; :1 
and ſtorms and contrary winds, after the filk Was 


ſhipped, it could not poſſibly arrive withinthe time 


limited by the act; and unleſs it ſhould be admit- 
ted to an entry, they, the petitioners, would be 

reat ſufferers, the manufactures greatly Preju- 
diced, and the good end and purpoſe of the act in 
a great meaſure fruſtrated they, therefore, prayed 
leave to bring in a bill for allowing the introdut- 
tion of all ſuch fine Italian organzine filk, as ſhould 
appear to have been ſhipped in Holland and Ham- 
burgh for London, on or before the firſt day of 
December. The petition being referred to a com- 
mittee, which reported that theſe allegations were 
true, the houſe complied with their requeſt, and 
the. bill having paſſed, was enacted into a law 
in the uſual form. A ſpeedy paſſage. was likewiſe 
granted to the mutiny bill, and the other annual 
meaſure for regulating the marine forces, which 
contained nothing new or extraordinary. 

A committee being appointed to enquire. what 
lars were already expired, or near expiring, they 
performed this difficult, taſk with indefatigable pa- 
tience and perſeverance; and, in purſuancn of their 
reſolutions, three bills were prepared and paſſed 
into laws, continuing ſome acts for a certain time, 


and n A Others ene 
The 
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"+ Among thoſe rendered of Gori IT. to prevent the 
perpetual, we find an act of breaking down the bank 6f 
the 13th and 14th of Charles any river; and another clauſe 
II. for preventing theft and in the ſaid act, to. prevent the 
rapine. An act of the gth of 'treach.rous cutting of hopg- 
George I. for puniſhing per- binds. Several clauſes in 4 

ſons going armed in diſguiſe, act of the 10th of George I n. 


A clauſe in an at of the 6th for puniſhing e ſetting 
On 


A 
11 by 
"Py 
10H 
1 
140 
4 
1 
kf 
. 4 
1 
Wk 
. 
- 11 
8 ». 2X0 
, 48 
14 
1 
An 15 8 1 
9 0 Bl! if 
wy. 
di! | WER. 
1 1 
e 
Wy ITY 
4 . 14 
Will 
{008 
THT 
. 
ie 
1 
Wt 
j f 1 
n 
1 
9 
1 
. 
l 
1 
BY. 
4! 11 
; ar 
i 1 
+I 
v1 
1 
1 47 
14% t — 
\ U N 
1 
1. 2 
* *. 
"Ol y 
Ta +4. 
1 Fi 
BY 
t bi TY N 
1 
1 
1 
1 ** 
wi 
. } fl 
' _ 
mn 
1 i 
Wy : l J 
1 
1 
Wis. 
i 1 
| 
Ou $3 
W # 
e 
9 * 
1 
"oF 4 : 
"Mi 
2 \ 5 
1 
1 
=> 
bY... i! 
<4 BR 
"ON 
6 
e 
4 386 
_ 
 /; 
7 5 114 
1 
1 
. ql *- 
N 
n 
„ 
SY 
1 
„ 1 Moe! | 
4 x; 
temporary <p 
0:7. 
AWS Per- : 
Or Con- of 
75 4 N 
t 
ti d 1 
inued. 1 
; bh..." 1 


— 
— 


— 


- 


208 HISTORY or ENGL AND: 
An. 1758. The lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons of 
Bill for the the city of London, in common-council aſſembled, 
1 having drawn up a petition to the houſe of com- 
Bridge, mons, alledging, that the toll upon loaded veſſels, 
or other craft, paſſing through the arches of Lon. 
don Bridge, granted by a former act, paſſed in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty, for im. 
proving, widening, and enlarging the paſſage both 
under and over the ſaid bridge, was altogether pre- 

carious and inſufficient to defray the expence, in- 

cluding that of a temporary wooden bridge already 
erected; and praying that a bill might be prepa- 
red for explaining and rendering that act effec- 
tual; a committee was appointed to examine the 
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on fire any mine, &c. Tho 
temporary part of the act of 
the 2oth of George II. for 
taking awaythehereditary ju- 


riſdictions of Scotland, rela- 


ting to the power of appealing 


to cifcuit-courts. Theſe con- 


tinued were, I. An act of the 
12th of George II. for grant- 
ing liberty to carry ſugars, 
Ec. until the twenty -ninth 
day of September, in the year 
one thoufand ſeven hundred 
and ſixty- four, and to the end 
of the next ſeſſion of parlia- 


ment. II. An act — of 
r 


George II. to prevent frauds 
by bankrupts, &c. for the 
Lame period. III. An act of 
the $th of Geo. II. for encou- 
Taging the importation of na- 
val ftores, &c. for the ſame 


period. IV.Anatoftheigth 


12 George II. for preventing 
Frauds in the admeaſurement 
of coals, &c. until June 24, 
17593 and to this was added 


a perpetual clauſe for pre- 
venting the ſtealing or de-. 
ſtroying of madder roots. V. 
An act of the gth of Geo. II. 
for encouraging the manufac- 
ture of Britiſh fal- cloch until 
the twenty-ninth of Septem- 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſixty- four. VI. An 
act of the 4th of George II. 

ranting an allowance upon 
Britin. made gunpowder, for 


” 


the ſame period. VII. An act 


of the 6th of George II. en- 
couraging the trade of the ſu- 
gar colonies, until the twenty - 
ninth of September, one thou- 


ſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- 


one. And, VIII. ſo much of 


the act of the 15th and 16th 


of George II. to impower 
the importers of rum, &c. 3s 
relates to landing it before 
the payment of duties, until 
the twenty-ninth of Septem- 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſixty-four. 


contents 


Sons r 


contents, and a bill brought in according to their An. 1758, 


requeſt. This, however, was oppoſed by a pett- 
tion from ſeveral perſons, owners of barges and 
other craft navigating the river Thames, . who af- 
firmed, that if the bill ſhould paſs into a law as it 
then ſtood, it would be extremely injurious to the 
petitioners in particular, and to the public in gene- 


ral. Theſe were heard by their eounſel before the 


committee, but no report was yet given, when the 
temporary bridge was reduced to aſnes. Then the 
mayor, aldermen, and commons of London, pre- 
ſented another petition, alledging, that in purſu- 
ance of the powers veſted in them by act of parlia- 
ment, they had already demoliſhed a good num- 
ber of the houſes on London-Bridge, and directed 
the reſt that were ſtanding, to be taken down with 
all convenient expedition; that two of the arches 
might be laid into one for the improvement of the 
navigation ; that they had, at a very great ex- 
pence, erected a temporary wooden bridge to pre- 
ſerve a public paſſage to and from the city, until the 
great arch could be finiſhed, which temporary 
bridge being conſumed by fire, they muſt rebuild it 
vith the greateſt expedition, at a further conſide- 
rable expence ; that the ſum neceſſary for carrying 
on and completing this great and uſeful work, in- 
_ cluding the rebuilding of the ſaid temporary bridge, 
was eſtimated at fourſcore thouſand pounds; and 
ag the improving, widening, and enlarging London- 
Bridge, was calculated for the general good of the 
public, for the advancement of trade and com- 
merce, for making the navigation upon the river 
Thames more ſafe and ſecure; they therefore 
prayed the houſe to take the premiſes into conſide · 

Numb. 15, O ration. 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND: 


ration. This petition being recommended by his 


majeſty. to the conſideration of the houſe, was re- 
ferred to the committee of ſupply, and produced 
the reſolution of granting fifteen thouſand pounds 
towards the rebuilding of London- Bridge. A bill 
was prepared under the title of, An act to improve, 
widen, and enlarge the paſſage over and through 


London- Bridge, enfoccing the payment of the 


toll impoſed upon loaded veſſels, which had been 


found extremely burthenſome to trade; but this 


incumbrance was prevented by another petition of 
ſeveral merchants, tradefmen, and other inhabi- 
tants of the borough of Southwark, taking no- 
tice of the fifteen thouſand pounds granted to- 
wards the repair of London-Bridge ; and, as they 
were informed, intended to make the ſaid bridge 
free for all his majeſty's ſubjects: they ſaid they 
hoped to partake of this public bounty; but after- 
wards hearing that the bill then depending was 
confined to the tolls formerly granted for repairing 
the ſaid bridge, they repreſented the hardſhips 
which they and all traders would continue to Jabour 
under ; they alledged, that the ſurveyors and work- 
men then employed upon this work had diſcovered 
the true principles on which the bridge was built; 
that the foundation of the piers conſiſted of hard 
durable ſtone, well cemented together, and now as 
ſtrong and firm as when firſt built; that when the 
bridge ſhould be finiſhed, great ſavings would be 
made in keeping it in repair, from the ſums for- 
merly expended on a miſtaken opinion, that the 
foundation was of wood : that there were very con- 
ſiderable eſtates appointed ſolely for the repairs of 


the bridge, waich, they eee would be 
5 ſufficient 


GEORGE I 

ſufficient to maintain it without any toll ; or if they 
ſhould not be thought adequate to that purpoſe, 
they hoped the deficiency would not be niade up 
by a toll upon trade and commerce, but rather by 
an impoſition on coaches, chariots, chaiſes, and ſad- 
dle horſes. This remonftrance made füch an im- 
preſſion on the houſe, that ſeveral amendments 
were made to the bill, and an expreſs clauſe added, 

that none of the tolls impoſed by the act of the 
twenty - ninth year of his preſent majeſty, ſhould 
be exacted after next Midſummer. Thus altered 
and amended, it paſſed through both houſes, and 
obtained the royal aſſent. 


211 
An. 1758. 


The next object that engroſſed the attention of por the 


the commons, was a bill for allowing the importa- 
tion of Iriſh tallow, ſuggeſted by a petition of ſe- 
veral tallow-chandlers of London and Weſtminſter, 
who repreſented that the ſcarcity of Britiſh tallow, 
occaſioned by a diſtemper among the horned cat- 


importa- - 
tion of 


Iriſh tal- 
low. 


tle, the rot among the ſheep, and the increaſed 


conſumption of this commodity i in the manufacto- 
ry of hard ſoap, had raiſed the price of it ſo high 
as to make candles extremely dear: that the con- 
ſequence of this dearth was, in the firſt inſtance, 
ſeverely felt by the poor, very diſcouraging to every 
branch of trade and manufacture, and, by inducing 
great numbers to uſe oil inſtead of candles, would 
ultimately prove detrimental to his majeſty's reve- 
nue, and injurious to the landed intereſt ; they 
therefore ſubmitted to the houſe, whether the free 
admiſſion of Iriſh tallow, the duty on which 
amounted almoſt to a prohibition, would not, in all 
likelihood, reduce the preſent exorbitant price of 
candles, prevent monopolies in ſuch an eſſential 
Us article 
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An. 1758. article of the neceſſaries of life, and at the ſame 
time ſecure the duties upon candles to the crown, 
with eaſe and advantage to the ſubject. The com- 
mittee appointed to take this petition into conſide- 
ration, reported their opinion, that the duties then 
payable on tallow imported trom Ireland, ſhould 
ceaſe for a limited time. On this reſolution a bill 
was founded, and approved by a petition of the 
merchants, tradeſmen, and tallow-chandlers of Li- 
verpool and parts adjacent. But another, couched 
in a very different ſtrain, was preſented by certain 
proprietors of lands, landholders, ſaleſmen, and 
graziers of Buckinghamſhire, alledging, that they 
had ſuſtained great loſſes by the contagious diſtem- 
per which raged a long time among their cattle, 
| for which the advanced price of proviſions had by 
no means been been an adequate fatisfaCtion : that 
as the diſtemper among the horned cattle had now 
entirely ceaſed, and the rot among the ſheep was 
greatly abated, the petitioners were thoroughly 
convinced, from the daily decreaſe of the price of 
tallow, that the markets would be ſufficiently 
ſupplied without any Importation : that ſhould che 
bill paſs into a law, the natives of Ireland would be 
enabled to underſell the Engliſh in their tallow, as | 
they payed no land- tax, and held their farms at 
eaſy rates; conſequently the rents in England muſt 
be proportionably abated; a circumſtance that EZ 
would affect the landed intereſt, and be detrimental M 
to the revenue. On the other hand, petitions in | 
favour of the bill were brought up from Leiceſter- 
ſhire, Lincolnſhire, Nottingham, Taviſtock, Nor- | 
| 
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wich and Canterbury, Coventry and Sudbury, ſome 


of the principal trading towns of England, T 6 
| 1 


GEORGE II. 


pill being diſcuſſed in a committee of the whole 
houſe, paſſed without much further oppoſition, 
anc! was carried to the upper houſe, from whence 
it never returned. This miſcarriage was the more 
extraordinary, as it appeared from authentic ac- 
counts left on the table in the houſe of commons, 
for the peruſal of the members, that the reduction 
of the price of tallow would occaſion a very conſi- 
derable ſaving in the expence of the navy, eſpe- 
cially in time of war, and alſo prove advantageous 
to navigation in general, as conſiderable quantities 


of tallow are uſed in building and repairing the 


ſhips and veſſels belonging to the merchants : the 
truth is, all ſchemes of national advantage, that 
interfere with the private lucre of individuals, will 
ever be oppoſed by ſuch as are actuated by a nar- 
row ſordid ſpirit oi ſelf-intereſt. 

On the ſame coaſt another bill was n in- 
tended to permit the free importation of cattle 
from Ireland, for a time to be limited. A com- 
mittee of the whole houſe of commons, after hav- 
ing deliberated upon the laws which prohibit the 
Importation of cattle from Ireland, the duties upon 
ſkins and hides imported into Great Britain, and 
peruſed a variety of accounts relating to this ſub- 
Ject, reſolved, that there ſhould be a free importa- 
tion of cattle from Ireland into Great Britain, for 
2 limited time ; and the bill was prepared in pur- 
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Steps tak - 
en with 
reſpect to 
the impor- 
tation of 
Iriſh cat- 
tle. 


ſuance of this reſolution. At the ſame time ano- 


ther was brought in for ſuſpending, for a limited 
time, the duties payable on the importation of raw 
hides and calves ſkins from Ireland. Theſe bills 
vere ſupported by petitions from the merchants of 
Liverpool, Baraftaple, Minchead, Cheſter, New- 

* caſtle- 


4 8 6 — 
3 a. "= x, ISS — — WS 
. r 5 W's - 5 - — 7 o n 
— * ns es ——_— = I es: s N 7 I 
- = 4 P * "5 2 * wy — a 4p — * 
. RAE OWN £77 ERIN r * e 2 


| 
G — 
bi 
N 
i 
7 
7 
44 
t 4! 
#4 $ 
f f 
X 1} 
1 
N is 
Ts; 
[2 
*% N 
vt 
| 1 1 
! ſ 
i ; 
f 4 
\ 
4 
' + 
"1 at 
Thy 
1— 
3 * 
W 
8 
» 334.4 
1 ns ; 
af - 
4 19% 
„ 
1 
5 8 
137 
bs 
\, 4 
: F* 
w. 
+ 
ä 7 1 
4 = 
* = 4 
rf 
-— th 
tx 1 
* 
* 
* 
1 
je 
ar". 4? 
14 
wo 
4 "4 0 
< BF 
4% 
_ mv 
p20 
, * 
4 #4 
3. 
MAT 
30 © 
7, 1 
3 
"> 1 
* 1 
+ it. 
TILE 
wy 
27 
FEY 
Fl" 4 
AI. 
4 * 
Al 
5 
* p : 
. 
1 
1 
1. 
1 
15 
I 
„ 1 
: * 
54 
4 
4 
3 
1717 i 
#1 
44.4 
N 
. 
* 1 
2 
194. 
* i 
4 o 
1 
fg 
6 
; 
7 
7 
3 
4 
by 
fi 
EIT 
ah 
1. 
4 
1152 
ome 
yl 
4 
{LE 
3 
1 
i 
63 
12 
. 
4 
14 
1 


5 — = Ry . - 
EY 2. 2 -- Q £5 I" 
'- a0 - 
1 . = 
— — 
— th. wor 
_ — Boo - 


ut — 
2 88 

Cu Whey Rove 
COVE Senn 


214 
An. 1758. 


RC r CT T yy, A __ \ 


— — —— 


boy — — — 


of 3 = 
» — Is = = a = 
b 4 hb o 
0 N N i D . I "IR _ 

WIGS To an oat 5⅜rfmn oa ee ed ge ESE ES „ — 2 * 42 a= "a —_ - 
- = = — ME. — = — — A — — : 2 — = = 
PETS — - 2 — * of D 228m — * x x 

k — nb. — D—2— — — — —h — — 

: 2 = — — r —— * 


— T 
— 


a 


— _ ” 


12 a f = 
_ =_ xd = 
of ? = 
— 2 2 
5 — — Ks. 2 a - — 
2 7 8 jg — 


— — 


> 7 * 
I" SY — — _— 


IP 4 2 x 
— —— — ra 
4 — me pl n "£4 ous Oy — — 4 
- - E * A — - —— — — _ — — 
n N £ — 4 1 = N — 2 - = — —.— 
a RT * — Pl n 1 — * — — <= 4 — = . — —— — — — — — — — 
F Y - « 7 — = — — — — = — yi — — — ww. 
—MDBW — — — 2 — — — —äͤ——ä . —— — — — — — - 
0 — 2 - . PO — — — — 1 = _ — — — —— — — — — — — — — 
* 


** 
. = 
—— © -- 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


caſtie-upon-Tyne, Glaſgow, Edinburgh, Briſtol, 
Haverfordweſt, as well as by the tanners of the 
county of Salop, and of the town and county of 
Glouceſter. Some of theſe repreſented, that the 
free importation of live cattle from Ireland would 
ſupply the paſtures of England, ſo greatly thinned 
by the diſtemper ; the price of tallow would be 
lowered ; the eſtates much better able to bear and 
pay the taxes; the kingdom enabled to ſupply the 
navy with beef on reaſonable terms; while the 
wicked practice of ſupplying the enemy with pro- 
viſion, and ſmuggling ſoap and candles from Ire- 
land, would be in a great meaſure prevented. In 
oppoſition to all theſe remonſtrances, there was but 
one ſolitary petition againſt the cattle bill, from the 
ſheriff and grand jury, gentlemen, proprietors of 
land, landholders, and breeders of cattle, aſſem- 
bled at the great ſeſſions holden for the county of 
Pembroke, alledging, that the free importation of 


cattle from Ireland would be attended with very 


affecting conſequences to the general landed inte- 
reſt of the kingdom; and expreſſing their hope 
that, as the nation was engaged in an expenſive 
war, towards the ſupport of which the landed in- 


tereſt bore ſo great a proportion, the preſent junc- 


ture would not be thought a proper time to weaken 
that intereſt, by paſſing a bill of ſo fatal a tenden- 
Cy, the evils of which were ſo ſenſibly felt in a 
farmer reign, that no fewer than four very ſevere 
laws were paſſed for their prevention. Though this 
remanſtrance produced no effect in the houfe of 
commons, it ſeems: to have had ſome weight with 


the lords, among whom the bill was dropped. : 
* OY The 
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„ The other houſe perceiving the diſpoſition of An. 1758. 
- their lordſhips, deſiſted from proceeding on the gin fr 
f bill for diſcontinuing the duties payable on the im- the impor- 
. WH portation of raw hides from Ireland, though no i 
| a ks 4 ef,pork, 
bbjection had been ſtarted againſt it from any part and butter 
of the kingdom. Nevertheleſs, intent upon taking _ Ire- 
| ſome meaſure of this kind for the relief of the poor, © 
| | and the benefit of commerce, they examined the 
accounts, ſpecifying the prices which had, for a ſe- 
ries of years, been payed, in victualling the navy; 
and prepared a bill, permitting for a limited time, 
the importation of ſalted beef, pork, and butter, 
from Ireland. This, after having excited warm de- 
bates, and undergone divers amendments, made 
its progreſs through both houſes to the throne, 
where it obtained the royal ſanction; and ſurely no 
law could be more juſt, ſeaſonable, or better cal- 
culated for the intereſt of the kingdom in general: 
it muſt naturally have put a ſtop to the pernicious 
practice of ſupplying the enemies of the nation 
with the means of life; and likewiſe prevented 
ſuch an exorbitant increaſe in the price of provi- 
ſions through the united kingdom of Great Britain, 
as might have proved fatal to thoſe manufactures, 
on which the national wealth and commerce prin- 
cipally depend F. _ | | Soho 
36 The 


— W 


The parliament and na- Britiſh nation looked upon with 

tion, about this period, exhi- ſuch jealous eyes, that chieffy 

bited a remarkable proof of with a view to diſcourage this 
their profound regard to his new inſtitution, an act was 
Pruflian majeſty. That prince paſſed, reſtraining the practice 
had a few years ago eſtabliſhed of making inſurances on fo- 
an Eaſt-India company at Emb- reign ſhips, bound to or from 
den, which at that time the the Eaſt-Indies; an act that 
O 4 ſavoured 
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The intereſt of the manufactures was alſo conſulted 
in an act encouraging the growth of madder, a plant 
eſſentially neceſſary in dying and printing callicoes, 
which may be raiſed in England without the leaſt 
inconvenience. It was judged, upon enquiry, that 
the moſt effectual means to encourage the growth 
of this commodity, would be to aſcertain the 
tythe of it, and a bill was brought in for that pur. 
poſe. The rate of the tythe was eſtabliſhed at 
five ſhillings an acre; and it was enacted, that this 
la ſhould continue in force for fourteen years, and 
to the end of the next ſeſſion of parliament ; but 
wherefore this encouragement was made tempo- 
rary, it is not eaſy to determine. | 

The laws relating to the poor, though equally 
numerous and oppreſſive to the ſubject, having 
been found defective, a new clauſe relating to the 
ſettlement of ſervants and apprentices, was now 
added to an act paſſed in the twentieth year of the 
preſent reign, intituled, An act for the better ad- 


juiting and mare eaſy recovery of the wages of 


— 


n 


ſavoured more of national 
pique than a genuine zeal for 
the true intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain. At that time the k 


of P. was connected with 


France, and his character ap- 


peared in no favourable light 


to the ſubjects of Great Britain 
in 
tion had taken him into its bo- 
ſom as an ally, he was meta- 
morphoſed into a hero : his in- 
tereſt and that of England be- 
came common and reciprocal ; 
and the proſpect of rivalſhip and 
competition between the two 
Eaſt-India companies, vaniſh- 
ed like a morning dream. 


general: but now the na- 


Great Britain. 


Embden being at this juncture 
in the hands of the enemy, a 
Pruſſian ſhip, returned from 
China, found protection in the 
port of Plymouth: the Eaft- 
India company of England of- 
fered to purchaſe the cargo ; 
but as this fale would have 
been expreſly contrary to an 
act of parliament, they found 


Intereſt ſufficient to procure a 


bill repealing that act, which 
accordingly paſſed into a law 
without oppoſition ; and the 
cargo of the Pruſſian ſhip found 
a good market in a port of 


certain 
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certain ſervants, and of certain apprentices. No 
country in the univerſe can produce ſo many laws 


made in behalf of the poor, as thoſe that are daily 
accumulating in England: in no other country is 
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there ſo much money raiſed for their ſupport, by pri- 


vate charity, as well as public taxation; yet this, as 
much as any country, ſwarms with vagrant beggars, 
and teems with objects of miſery and diſtreſs; a 
ſure ſign either of miſconduct in the 1 re; 
or of ſhameful relaxation in the executive part o 
the civil adminiſtration. 

The ſcenes of corruption, perjury, riot, and in- 
temperance, which every election for a member of 
parliament had lately produced, were now grown 
ſo infamouſly open and intolerable, and the right 
of voting was rendered fo obſcure and perplexed 
by the pretenſions and proceedings of all the candi- 
dates for Oxfordſhire in the laſt el-&ion, that the 
fundamentals of the- conſtitution ſeemed to ſhake, 
and the very effence of parliaments to be in dan- 
ger. Actuated by theſe apprehenſions, Sir John 
Philips, a gentleman of Wales, who had long diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf in the oppoſition, by his courage 
and independent ſpirit, moved for leave to bring in 
a bill that ſhould obviare any doubts which might 
ariſe concerning the electors of knights of the 
ſhire, to ſerve in parliament for England, and fur- 


Act aſcer- 
taining 
the quali- 
fication of 
voting. 


ther regulate the proceedings of ſuch elections. 


He was accordingly permitted to bring in ſuch a 
bill, in conjunction with Mr. Townſhend, Mr. 
Cornwall, the lords North and Carysfort ; and in 
the uſual courſe the bill being prepared, was 
enacted into a law under the title of, . An act 

for further explaining the laws touching the elec- 
tors 
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An. 1758. tors of knights of the ſhire to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for that part of Great Britain called England. 

The preamble ſpecified, That though, by an a& 

paſſed in the eighteenth. year of the preſent reign, 

it was provided, that no perſon might vote at the 

election of a knight or knights of a ſhire, within 
England and Wales, without having a freehold. 

1 eſtate, in the county for which he votes, of the 
17 | clear yearly value of forty ſhillings, over and above 
j all rents and charges, payable out of or in reſpe& 
to the ſame; nevertheleſs certain perſons, who 

| hold their eſtates by copy of court-roll, pretend to 
a right of voting, and have, at certain times, pre- 
ſumed to vote at ſuch elections: this act therefore 
ordained, that from and after the twenty-ninth day 
of June, in the preſent year, no perſon, who holds 
his eſtate by copy of court-roll, thould be intitled 
thereby to vote at the election of any knight or 
knights of a ſhire within England or Wales ; but 
every ſuch vote ſhould be void, and the perſon fo 
voting ſhould forteit fifty pounds to any candidate 
for whom ſuch vote ſhould not have been given, 
and who ſhould firſt ſue for the ſame, to be reco- 
yered with full coſts, by action of debt, in any court 
of judicature *. So far the a&, thus procured, 

N may 


* For the more eaſy reco- acted contrary to this act, 
very of this forfeit, it was en- without mentioning the writ 
acted, That the plaintiff in ſuch of ſummons to parliament, or 
action might only ſet forth, in the return thereof; and, upon 
the declaration or bill, that the trial of any iſſue, the plaintiff 
defendant was indebted to him ſhould not be obliged to prove 
in the ſum of fifty pounds, al- the writ of ſummons to par- 
ledging the offence for which lament, or the return thereof, 
the fuit ſhould be brought, or any warrant or authority to 


1438 and that the defendant had the ſheriff upon any ſuch 7 
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may be attended with ſalutary conſequences : but, 
in all probability, the intention of its firſt movers 
and patrons was not fully anſwered ; inaſmuch as 
no proviſion was made for putting a ſtop to that 
ſpirit of licence, drunkenneſs, and debauchery, 
which prevails at almoſt every election, and has a 
very pernicious effect upon the morals of the 
people. | | | 

Among the bills that miſcarried in the courſe of 
this ſeſſion, ſome turned on points of great conſe- 
quence to the community. Lord Barrington, 
Mr. Thomas Gore, and Mr. Charles Townſhend, 
were ordered by the houſe to prepare a bill for the 
ſpeedy and effectual recruiting of his majeſty's land- 
forces and marines, which was no more than a 
tranſcript of the temporary act paſſed in the pre- 
ceding ſeſſion under the ſame title; but the majo- 
rity were averſe to its being continued for another 
year, as it was attended with ſome prejudice to the 
liberty of the ſubject. Objections of the ſame na- 


ture might have been as juſtly ſtarted againſt an- 


other bill, for the more effectually manning of his 


majeſty's navy, for preventing deſertion, and for 


the relief and encouragement of ſeamen belonging 
to ſhips and veſſels in the ſervice of the merchants. 
The purport of this project was to eſtabliſn regi- 
ſters or muſter. rolls of all ſeamen, fiſhermen, ligh- 


termen, and watermen; obliging ſhipmaſters to 


leave ſubſcribed liſts of their reſpective crews at 


_—_ 


— 
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that every ſuch action ſhould 
be commenced within nine 
months after the fact commit- 
ted; and that, if the plaintiff 
thould diſcontinue his action, 


ment given againſt him, the 
defendant ſhould recover treble 
coſts. | | 


offices, 


or be nonfuited, or have judg- 
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offices, maintained for that purpoſe, that a cer- 
tain number of them might be choſen by lot for 
his majeſty's ſervice, in any caſe of emergency. 
This expedient, however, was rejected as an un- 
neceſſary and ineffectual incumbrance on com- 
merce, which would hamper navigation, and in a 
little time diminiſh the number of ſeamen, of con- 
ſequence act diametrically oppoſite to the purpoſe 
for which it was contrived. 

- Numberleſs frauds having been committed, and 
inceſſant lawſuits produced, by private and clandeſ- 
tine conveyances, a motion was made, and leave 
given, to form a bill for the public regiſtering of 
all deeds, conveyances, wills, and other incum- 
brances, that might affect any honours, manours, 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, within the 
kingdom of England, wherein public regiſters were 
not already appointed by act of parliament : but 
this meaſure, ſo neceſſary to the aſcertainment and 
poſſeſſion of property, met with a violent oppoſi- 
tion; and was finally dropped, as ſome people ima- 
gine, through the influence of thoſe who, perhaps, 
had particular reaſons for countenancing the pre- 
ſent myſterious forms of conveyancing, Such a 
bill muſt alſo have been diſagreeable and mortify- 
ing to the pride of thoſe landholders whoſe eſtates 
were incumbered, becauſe, in conſequence of ſuch 
a regiſter, every mortgage, under which they la- 
boured, would be exactly known, 

The next object to which the houſe converted 
its attention, was a bill explaining and amending a 
late act for eftabliſhing a fiſh-market in the city of 
Weſtminſter, and preventing ſcandalous monopo- 


lies of a few engroſſing fiſnmongers, who impoſed 
exor- 
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exorbitant prices on their fiſh, and, in this particu- 
lar branch of traffick, gave law to above fix hun- 
dred, thouſand of their fellow-citizens. Abundance 
of pains was taken to render this bill effectual, 
for putting an end to ſuch flagrant impoſition. In- 
quiries were made, petitions read, counſel heard, 
and alterations propoſed: at length the bill, having 
paſſed through the lower houſe, was conveyed to 
the lords, among whom it was ſuffered to expire, 
on pretence that there was not time ſufficient to 
deliberate maturely on the ſubject. 
The occaſion that produced the next bill, which 
miſcarried, we ſhall explain, as an incident equally 
extraordinary and intereſting. By an act paſſed in 
the preceding ſeſſion, for recruiting his majeſty's 
land-forces and marines, we have already obſerved, 
that the commiſſioners, thereby appointed, were 
veſted with a power of judging ultimately whether 
the perſons . brought before them were ſuch as 
ought, by the rules preſcribed in the act, to be im- 
preſſed into the ſervice : for it was expreſly pro- 
vided, that no perſon, fo impreſſed by thoſe com- 
miſſioners, ſhould be taken out of his majeſty's 


ſervice by any proceſs, other than for ſome criminal 


accuſation. During the receſs. of parliament, a 
gentleman having been impreſſed before the tom- 
miſſioners, and confined in the Savoy, his friends 
made application for a habeas corpus, which pro- 
duced ſome heſitation, and indeed an inſurmount- 
able difficulty : for, according to the writ of habeas 
corpus, paſſed in the reign of the ſecond Charles, 
this privilege relates only to perſons committed for 
criminal, or ſuppoſed criminal matters, and the 
gentleman did not ſtand in that predicament, Be- 
EL fore 
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An. 1758. fore the queſtion could be determined he was dif. 
charged, m conſequence of an application to the 
ſecretary at war; but the nature of the caſe plainly 
pointed out a defect in the act, ſeemingly of the 
moſt dangerous conſequence to the liberty of the 
ſubject. In order to remedy this defect, a bill for 
giving a more ſpeedy remedy to the ſubject, upon 
the writ of habeas: corpus, was prepared, and pre- 
ſented to the houſe. of commons, which formed it- 
ſelf into a committee, and made ſeveral amend- 
ments. It imported, that the ſeveral proviſions 
made in the aforeſaid act, paſſed in the reign of 
Charles II. for the awarding of writs of Nen cor- 
pus, in caſes of commitment, or detainer, for any 
criminal or ſuppoſed criminal matter, ſhould, in 
like manner, extend to all caſes where any perſon, 
not being committed or detained for any criminal 
or ſuppoſed criminal matter, ſhould be confined, or 
reſtrained of his or her liberty, under any colour or 
pretence whatſoever : that, upon oath made by ſuch 
perſon ſo confined or reſtrained, or by any other on 
his or her behalf, of any actual confinement or re- 
ſtraint, and that ſuch confinement or reſtraint, to 
the belt of the knowledge and belief of the perſon 
fo applying, was not by virtue of any commitment or 
detainer for any criminal or ſuppoſed criminal mat- 
ter; an habeas corpus, directed to the perſon or 
perſons ſo confining or reſtraining the party, as 
aforeſaid; ſhould be awarded and granted in the 
fame manner as is dire&ed, and under the ſame pe- 
nalties as are provided by the ſaid act, in the caſe 
of perfons committed and detained for any crimi- 
nal or ſuppoſed criminal matter: that the perſon 
or perſons before whom the party ſo confined or 
re- 


GEORGE II. 
reſtrained ſhould be brought, by virtue of any ha- 


beas corpus granted in the vacation-time, under the 


authority of this act, might and ſhould, within 
three days after the return made, proceed to exa- 
mine into the facts contained in ſuch return, and 


into the cauſe of ſuch confinement and reſtraint; 


and thereupon etther diſcharge, or bail, or remand 
the parties ſo brought, as the caſe ſhould require, 
and as to juſtice ſhould appertain. The reſt of 
the bill related to the return of the writ in three 
days, and the penalties incurred by thoſe who 
ſhould neglect or refuſe to make the due return, 


or to comply with any other clauſe of this regula- 
tion. The commons ſeemed hearty in rearing up 


this additional buttreſs to the liberty of their fellow- 
ſubjects, and paſſed the bill with the moſt laudable 
alacrity : but in the houſe of lords ſuch a great 
number of objections was ftarted, that it ſunk at 


the ſecond reading, and the judges were ordered to 


prepare a bill for the ſame purpole, to be laid be- 
fore that houſe in the next ſeſſion. 
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His majeſty having recommended the care of scheme in 


the foundling-hoſpital to the houſe of commons, 
which chearfully granted forty thouſand pounds 
for the ſupport of chat charity, the growing annual 
expence of it appeared worthy of further conſide- 
ration; and leave was granted to bring in a bill 
for obliging all the pariſnes of England and Wales 
to keep regiſters of all their deaths, births, and 
marriages, that from theſe a fund might be raiſed 


towards the ſupport of the ſaid hoſpital. The bill 


was accordingly prepared by a committee appoint- 
ed for the purpoſe ; but, before the houſe could: 
take the report into conſideration, the patliament 
Was 


favour of 
the found- 
ling-hot- 
pital. 
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4 1758: was prorogued. The nation was no great loſer by 

this miſcarriage z for the ſcheme of the bill was to 

lay a very grievous impoſition, extending even to 

the remoteſt county, as well as to the loweſt of the. 

people, in favour of a partial charity, which, in 

all appearance, will overſhoot the purpole for which 

it was eſtabliſned, promote idleneſs and profligacy, 

diſcourage matrimony, and prove an enormous bur- 
then on the commonwealth. 05 

* Ihe proprietors of the privateer called the An- 

owners of tigallican, which had taken a rich French ſhip 

the Arti- homeward-bound from China, and carried her into 

| Cadiz, where the Spaniſh- government had wreſted 

her by violence from the captors, and delivered her 

to the French owners, now preſented a petition to 

the houſe of commons, complaining of this interpo- 

fition as an act of partiality and injuſtice ; repreſent- 

ing the great expence at which the privateer had 

been equipped, the legality of the capture, the 

loſs and hardſhips which they the petitioners had 

ſuſtained, and imploring ſuch relief as the houſe 

ſhould think requiſite. Though theſe allegations 

were ſupported by a ſpecies of evidence that ſeemed 

ſtrong and convincing, and it might be thought in- 

cumbent on the parliament to vindicate the honour 

of the nation, when thus inſulted by a foreign 

power; the houſe, upon this occaſion, treated the 

petition with the moſt mortifying neglect, either 

giving little credit to the aſſertions it contained, 

or unwilling to take any ſtep which might at this 

juncture embroil the nation with the court of Spain 

on ſuch a frivolous ſubject. True it is, the Spa- 

niſh government alledged, in their own. juſtifica- 

tion, that the prlze was taken under the guns of 

Corun- 
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Corunna, infomuch that the ſhot fired by the pri- 
vateer entered that place, and damaged ſome 
houſes: but this allegation was never properly 
ſuſtained, and the prize was certainly condemned 
as legal by the court of admiralty at Gibraltar. 

As we have already g given a detail of the trial of 
Sir John Mordaunt, it will be unneceſſary toreca- 
pitulate any circumſtances of that affair, except 
ſuch as relate to its connexion with the proceed- 
ings of parliament. In the beginning of this ſeſ- 
fion the lord Barrington, as ſecretary at war, in- 
formed the houſe, by his majeſty's command, 
that lieutenant-general Sir John Mordaunt, a mem- 
ber of that houſe, was in arreſt for diſobedience of 
his majeſty's orders, while employed on the late 
expedition to the coaſt of France. The com- 
mons immediately reſolved, That an addreſs ſhould 
be preſented to his majeſty, returning him the 
thanks of this houſe for his gracious "meſſage of 
that day, in the communication he had been pleaſed 
to make of the reaſon for ar, ee 
ral Sir John Mordaunt in arreſt. | 

Among the various objects of commerce that 
employed the attention of the houſe, one of the 
moſt conſiderable was the trade to the coaſt of 
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Africa, for the protection of which an annual ſum company. 


had been granted for ſome years, to be expended 
in the maintenance and repairs of caſtles and facto- 
ries. While a committee was employed in per- 
uſing the accounts relating to the ſum granted in 
the preceding : ſeſſion for this purpoſe, a petition 
from the committee of the African company, re- 
commended in a meſſage from his majeſty, was 
preſented to the houſe, ſoliciting further aſſiſtance 

Numb, 15. * | for 
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An. 1758. for the enſuing year. In the mean time a re- 
monſtrance was offered by certain planters and mer- 
chants intereſted in and trading to the Britiſh ſu- 
gar- colonies in America, alledging, that the price 
of negroes was greatly advanced, ſince the forts 

and ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa had been un- 
der the direction of the committee of the compa- 
ny of merchants trading to that coaſt; a circum- 
ſtance that greatly diſtreſſed and alarmed the peti- 
. tioners, prevented the cultivation of the Britiſh co- 
lonies, and was of great detriment to the trade and 
navigation of the kingdom: that this misfortune, 
they believed, was in ſome meaſure owing to the 
ruinous ſtate and condition of the forts and ſettle- 
ments: that, in their opinion, the moſt effectual 
method for maintaining the intereſt of that trade 
on a reſpectable footing, next to that of an incor- 
porated joint-ſtock company, would be putting 
thoſe forts and ſettlements under the ſole direction 
of the commiſſioners for trade and plantations: 
that the preſervation or ruin of the American ſugar- 
colonies went hand in hand with that of the ſlave- 
trade to Africa: that, by an act paſſed in the year 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty, for extend- 
ing and improving this trade, the Britiſh ſubjects 
were debarred from lodging their ſlaves and mer- 
chandize in the forts and ſettlements on the coaſt: 
they therefore prayed, that this part of the act 
might be repealed : that all commanders of Britiſh 
and American veſſels, free merchants, and all other 
his majeſty's ſubjects, who were ſettled, or might 
at any time thereafter ſettle, in Africa, ſhould have 
free liberty, from fun-riſe to ſun-ſet, to enter 


; the forts and ſettlements, and to n their goods 
8 ; _ 'S 5 | and 
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and merchandize in the warehouſes thereunto be- 
longing; to ſecure their ſlaves, or other purchaſes, 
without paying any conſideration for the ſame; 
but the ſlaves to be victualled at the proper coſt 
and charges of their reſpective owners. The houſe 


having taken this petition into conſideration, in- 


quired into the proceedings of the company, and 


reviſed the act for extending and 1 improving the 
trade to Africa, reſolved, That the committee of 


: the African company had faithfully diſcharged the 
truſt repoſed in them; and granted ten thouſand 


pounds for maintaining the Britiſh forts and ſettle- 


ments in that part of the world. Without all doubt, 
the committee had executed their truſt with fideli- 
ty in expending the ſum granted by parliament: 
but every perſon, acquainted with the great im- 
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portance of the African trade, will reflect with . 


aſtoniſhment, that although the forts and ſettle- 
ments upon which thatcommerceentirely depends, 
cannot poſſibly be maintained in a poſture of de- 


fence for the annual ſum granted by parhament, 


and therefore are altogether untenable; and it is 


plain, to demonſtration, that the addition of five 


thouſand pounds to the yearly allowance, would 
render it ſufficient for the ſupport of the caſtles, 
and the ſecurity of the traders; the whole com- 
merce to the coaſt of Guinea, ſo beneficial to the 
Britiſh manufactures, and ſo eſſential to the very 
being of the ſugar-plantations in the Weſt Indies, 
hath been, for a ſeries of years, expoſed to the moſt 


imminent danger of total ruin, by witholding ſuch 


a paultry ſum; while millions are laviſhed away, 
without remorſe, upon ſchemes of unavailing con- 


queſt, and * that have ſcarce the ſlighteſt 
a | con- 
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Endea- 
vours uſed 
to con- 
tract the 
duration 
of parlia- 
ments. 


enemy were perfectly well acquainted with the 
weakneſs of the Britiſh caſtles on the coaſt of Afri- 
ca; and had they known as well how to execute 
with ſpirit as to plan with ſagacity, the attempt 
which, in the courſe of the preceding year, they 
made upon the principal Britiſh fort in Guinea, 
would have ſucceeded, and all the other ſettlements 
would have fallen into theirhands without oppoſi- 


tion. 


The longeſt and warmeſt debate which was 


maintained in the courſe of this ſeſſion, aroſe from 
a motion for leave to bring in a bill for ſhortening 
the term and duration of future parliaments: a 
meaſure truly patriotical, againſt which no ſubſtan- 
tial argument could be produced, although the 
motion was rejected by the majority, on pretence, 
that whilſt the nation was engaged in ſuch a dan- 
gerous and expenſive war, it would be improper to 
think of introducing ſuch an alteration in the form 


* **. 


+ Robert Hunter Morris 


repreſented, in a petition to 
the houſe, that as no ſalt was 
made in the Britiſh colonies 
in America, they were obliged 


to depend upon a precarious 


tupply of that commodity 
From foreigners; he therefore 
offered to undertake the mak- 
ing of marine ſalt at a mode- 
rate price in one of thoſe co- 
lonies, at his own riſque and 
charge, provided he could be 
ſecured in the enjoyment. of 


the profits which the work 


might. produce for ſuch a 
term of years as might ſeem 
to the houſe a proper and ade- 
quate compenſation for ſo 
great an undertaking. The 
petition was ordered to lie 


upon the table; afterwards 
read, and referred to a com- 
mittee, which however made 
no report, A circumſtance 
not eaſily accounted for, un- 
leſs we ſuppoſe the houſe of 
commons were of opinion, 
that ſuch an enterprize might 
contribute towards rendering 
our colonies too independent 
of their mother-country. E- 
qually unaccountable was the 
miſcarriage of another bill, 
brought in for regulating the 
manner of licenſing ale-houfes, 
which was read for the firſt 
time ; but when a motion was 
made for a ſecond reading, the 
queſtion was put, and it paſſed 


in the negative. 


of 
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of government. Reaſons of equal ſtrength and 
ſolidity will never be wanting to the patrons and 
miniſters of C———n and V— The al- 
teration propoſed, was nothing elſe than removing 
and annulling an encroachment which had been 
made on the conſtitution: it might have been ef- 
fected, without the leaſt pang or convulſion, to the 
general ſatisfaction of the nation: far from being 
unreaſonable at this juncture, it would have in- 
hanced the national reputation abroad, and ren- 
dered the war more formidable to the enemies of 
Great Britain, by convincing them that it was ſup- 
ported by a miniſtry and parliament, who ſtood up- 
onſuch good terms with thepeople. Indeedaquick 
ſucceſſion of parliaments might have diſconcerted, 
and perhaps expelled that ſpirit of confidence and 
generoſity, which now ſo remarkably eſpouſed and 
gratified the f———'s predilection for the inte- 
reſt of H— -r. 


Other committees were eſtabliſhed to inquire. 


into the expence incurred by new lines and fortifi- 
cations raiſed at Gibraltar; to examine the origi- 
nal ſtandards of weights and meaſures uſed in Eng- 
land; conſider the laws relating to them, and re- 
port their obſervations, together with their opinion 


of the moſt effectual means for aſcertaining and 


enforcing uniform ſtandards to be uſed for the 
future. The commons were perfectly ſatisfied with 
the new works which had been raiſed at Gibraltar; 
and with reſpect to the weights and meaſures, the 
committee agreed to certain reſolutions; but no fur- 
ther progreſs was made in this inquiry, except an 
order for printing theſe reſolutions, with the ap- 
pendix: however, as the boxes containing the ſtan- 
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An. 1758. dards were ordered to be locked up by the clerk of 


the houſe, in all probability their intention was to 
proceed on this ſubject in ſome future ſeſſion. 
On the ninth day of June ſundry bills received 


the royal aſſent by commiſſion, his majeſty being 


indiſpoſed; and on the twentieth day of the ſame 
month, the lords commiſſioners cloſed the ſeſſion 
with a ſpeech to both houſes, expreſſing his ma- 
jeſty's deep ſenſe of their loyalty and good affec- 
tion, demonſtrated in their late proceedings; in 
their zeal for his honour and real intereſt in all 
parts; in their earneſtneſs to ſurmount every diffi- 
culty; in their ardour to maintain the war with 
the utmoſt vigour; proofs which muſt convince 
mankind, that the ancient ſpirit of the Britiſh na- 
tion ſtill ſubſiſted in its full force. They were gi- 
ven to underſtand, that the king had taken all ſuch 
meaſures as appeared the moſt conducive to the 
accompliſhment of their public-ſpirited views and 
wiſhes: that with their aſſiſtance, crowned by the 
bleſſing of God upon the conduct and bravery of 
the combined army, his majeſty had been enabled, 
not only to deliver his dominionsin Germany from 
the oppreſſions and devaſtations of the French, 
but alſo to puſh his advantages on this ſide the 
Rhine; that he had cemented the union between 
him and his good brother the king of Pruſſia, by 
new engagements; that the Britiſh fleets and ar- 
mies were now actually employed in ſuch expedi- 
tions, as appeared likely to annoy the enemy in the 
moſt ſenſible manner, to promote the welfare and 
proſperity of theſe kingdoms; in particular, to 
preſerve the Britiſh rights and poſſeſſions 1 in Ame- 


rica, and to make France feel, in thoſe parts, the 
real 


GEORGE II. | 
real ſtrength and importance of Great Britain, 
The commons were thanked for the ample ſup- 
plies which they had fo freely and unanimouſly 
given; and aſſured on the part of his majeſty, 
that they ſnould be managed with the moſt frugal 
cconomy. They were deſired, in conſequence 
of the king's earneſt recommendation, to promote 
harmony and good agreement amongſt his faith- 
ful ſubjects; to make the people acquainted with 
the rectitude and purity of his intentions and mea- 
{ures; and to exert themſelves in maintaining the 
peace and good order of the country, by enforcing 
obedience to the laws and lawful authority. ©" 
Never, ſurely, had any ſovereign more reaſon to 

be pleaſed with the conduct of his miniſters, and 
the ſpirit of his people. The whole nation repoſed 
the moſt unbounded confidence in the courage and 
diſcretion, as well as in the integrity of the mini- 
ſter, who ſeemed eager upon proſecuting the war 
with ſuch vigour and activity, as appeared almoſt 
unexampled in the annals of Great Britain. New 
levies were made, new ſhips put in commiſſion, 
freſh expeditions undertaken, and freſh conqueſts 
projected. Such was the credit of the adminiſtra- 
tion, that people ſubſcribed to the government- 
loans with ſurprizing eagerneſs. An unuſual ſpirit 
of enterprize and reſolution ſeemed to inſpire all 
the individuals that conſtituted the army and navy; 


and the paſſion for military fame diffuſed itſelf ' 


through all ranks in the civil department of life, 
even to the very dregs of the populace; ſuch a re- 
markable change from indolence to activity, from 
indifference to zeal, from timorous caution to fear- 


leſs execution, was effected by the influence and 
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who, chagrined at the inactivity and diſgraces of 
the preceding campaign, had, on a very ſolemn oc- 
caſion, lately declared his belief, that there was a 
determined reſolution, both in the naval and mili- 


tary c ——rs, a againſt any vigorous exertion of 


the national power in the ſervice of their country. 
He affirmed, that though his majeſty appeared 
ready to embrace every meaſure propaſed by his 
miniſters for the honour and intereſt of his Britiſh 
dominions, yet ſcarce a man could be found with 


whom the execution of any one plan, in which there 


was the leaſt appearance of any danger, could with 
confidence be truſted. He particularized the inac- 
tivity of one genera] | in North America, from whoſe 


abilities and perſonal bravery the nation had con- 


ceived great expectations: he complained, that 
this noble c——r had expreſſed the moſt con- 
temptuous diſregard for the civil power, from which 


he derived his authority, by neglecting to tranſmit, 
for a conſiderable length of time, any other advice 


of his proceedings but what appeared on a written 
ſcrap of paper: he obſerved that with a force by 


land and ſea, greater than ever the nation had here- 
tofore maintained, with a king and miniſtry ar- 


dently deſirous of redeeming her glory, ſuccour- 
ing her allies, and promoting her true intereſt, a 
2 $1 diſlike to ſervice every where prevaileg, 


and few ſeemed affected with any other zeal than 


that of aſpiring to the higheſt poſts, and graſping 


the largeſt ſalaries. The cenſure levelled at the 
c ir in America was founded on miſtake: the 
inactivity of that noble I- d was not more diſap- 
pointing to the miniſtry than diſagreeable to his 


OWN 
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own inelination. He uſed his utmoſt endeavours An. 758. 


to anſwer the expectation of the public; but his 
hands were effectually tied by an abſolute impoſſi- 
bility of ſucceſs, and his conduct ſtood juſtified in 
the eyes of his ſovereign. A particular and accu- 
rate detail of his proceedings he tranſmitted thro 
a canal, which he imagined would have directly 
conveyed it to the foot of the throne ; but the 
pacquet was ſaid to have been purpoſely intercepted 
and ſuppreſſed, Perhaps he was not altogether ex- 
cuſeable for having correſponded fo ſlightly with 
the ſecretary of ſtate ; but he was ſaid to have gone 
abroad in full perſuaſion that the miniſtry would 
be changed, and therefore his aſſiduities were prin- 
cipally directed to the great perſonage, who, in 
that caſe, would have ſuperintended and directed all 
the operations of the army. . 

All ſorts of military preparations in founderies, 
docks, arſenals, raiſing and exerciſing troops, and 
victualling tranſports, were now carried on with 
ſuch diligence and diſpatch, as ſeemed to promiſe 
an exertion that would ſoon obliterate the diſagree- 
able remembrance of paſt diſgrace. The beginning 
of the year was, however, a little clouded by a ge- 
neral concern for the death of his majeſty's third 
daughter, the princeſs Caroline, a lady of the moſt 


exemplary virtue andamiable character, who died 


at the age of forty-five, ſincerely regretted as a pat- 


tern of unaffected piety and unbounded benevo- 
lence. 


The Britiſh cruiſers kept the ſea during all the 


ſeverity of winter, in order to protect the com- 
merce of the kingdom, and annoy that of the ene- 
my. They FXEFIEG themſelves with ſuch activity, 

and 
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and their vigilance was attended with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that a great number of prizes was taken, and the 
trade of France almoſt totally extinguiſhed. A 
very gallant exploit was atchieved by one captain 
Bray, commander of the Adventure, a ſmall armed. 
veſſel in the government's ſervice : falling in with 
the Machault, a large privateer of Dunkirk, near 
Dungeneſs, he ran her aboard, faſtened her bolt- 
ſprit to his captain, and after a warm engagement 
compelled her commander to ſubmit. A French 
frigate of thirty-fix guns was taken by captain 


Parker, in a new fir-ſhip of inferior force. Divers 


Sea en- 
gagement 
off Cape- 
Francois 
in the 


'Weſt-[n- 
dies 


privateers of the enemy were ſunk, burned, or 


taken; and a great number of merchant-ſhips fell 


into the hands of the Engliſh. : 

Nor was the ſucceſs of the Britiſh ſhips of war 
confined to the Engliſh channel. At this period 
the board of admiralty received information from 
admiral Cotes, in Jamaica, of an action which hap- 
pened off the iſland of Hiſpaniola, in the month 
of October of the preceding year, between three 
Engliſh ſhips of war and a French ſquadron. Cap- 
tain Forreſt, an officer of diſtinguiſhed merit in the 
ſervice, had, in the ſhip Auguſta, failed from Port 
Royal in Jamaica, accompanied by the Dread- 
nought and Edinburgh, under the command of the 
captains Suckling and Langdon. He was ordered 
to cruize off Cape-Francois ; and this ſervice he 
literally performed, in the face of a French ſqua- 
dron lately arrived at that place from the coaſt of 
Africa, The commander, piqued at ſeeing himſelf 
thus inſulted by an inferior armament, reſolved to 
come forth and give hath battle; and that he 


might either take them, or at leaſt drive them out 
of 
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of theſe ſeas, ſo as to afford a free paſſage to a great 
number of merchant-ſhips then lying at the Cape, 
bound for Europe, he took every precaution which 
he thought neceſſary to inſure ſucceſs. He rein- 
forced his ſquadron with ſome ſtoreſhips, mounted 
with guns and armed for the occaſion, and ſup- 
plied the deficiency in his complements, by taking 
on board ſeamen from the merchant-ſhips, and ſol- 
diers from the garriſon. Thus prepared he weigh- 
ed anchor and ſtood out to ſea, having under his 
command four large ſhips of the line, and three 
ſtout frigates. They were no ſooner perceived 
advancing, than captain Forreſt held a ſhortcoun- 
cil with his two captains. © Gentlemen (ſaid he) 
you know our own ſtrength, and ſee that of the 
enemy: ſhall we give them battle?” They re- 
plying in the affirmative, he added, © Then fight 
them we will; there 1s no time to be loft : return 
to your ſhips, and get them ready for engaging.” 
After this laconic conſultation among theſe three 
gallant officers, they bore down upon the French 
ſquadron without further heſitation, and between 
three and four in the afternoon the action began 
with great impetuoſity. The enemy exerted them- 
ſelves with uncommon ſpirit, conſcious that their 
honour was peculiarly at ſtake, and that they 
fought in ſight, as it were, of their own coaſt, 
which was lined with people expecting to ſee them 
return in triumph. But notwithſtanding all their 
endeavours, their commodore, after having ſuſ- 
| tained a ſevere engagement that laſted two hours 

and a half, found his ſhip in ſuch a ſhattered condi- 
tion, that he made ſignal for one of his frigates to 
come and tow him out- of the line. His example 


was 
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was followed by the reſt of his ſquadron, which, by 
this aſſiſtance, with the favour of the land-breeze 
and the approach of night, made ſhift to accom- 
pliſh their eſcape from the three Britiſh ſhips, that 
were too much diſabled in their maſts and rigging 
to proſecute their victory. One of the French 
ſquadron was rendered al together unſerviceable for 
action: their loſs in men amounted to three hun- 
dred killed, and as many wounded; whereas that 
of the Engliſh did not much exceed one third of 
this number. Nevertheleſs they were ſo much 
damaged, that, being unable to keep the ſea, they 
returned to Jamaica; and the French commodore 
ſeized the opportunity of m_ with a _ con- 
voy for Europe. 

This gentleman, whoſe name was Kerſin, had 
ſcoured the Coaſt of Guinea, and made prize of 
ſeveral Engliſh trading ſhips: but his chief aim 
was to reduce the caſtle at Cape- coaſt, of which 
had he gained poſſeſſion, the other ſubordinate 
forts would have ſubmitted without oppoſition. 
When Mr. Bell, the governor of this caſtle, re- 
ceived intelligence that M. de Kerſin was a few 
leagues to windward, and certainly intended to at- 


tack Cape-coaſt, his whole garriſon did not exceed 


thirty white men, excluſive of a few Mulatto ſol- 
diers: his ſtock of ammunition was reduced 'to 
half a barrel of gunpowder ; and his fortifications 
were ſo crazy and inconſiderable, that, in the opi- 
nion of the beſt engineers, they could not have 
ſuſtained for twenty minutes the fire of one great 
ſhip, had it been properly directed and maintained. 


In theſe circumſtances, few people would have 


dreamed of making any preparation for defence ; 
but, 
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but Mr. Bell entertained other ſentiments, and ac- An. 1758. 


quitted himſelf with equal courage and diſcretion, 
He forthwith procured a ſupply of gunpowder, and 
a reinforcement of about fifty men from certain 
trading veſſels that happened to be upon that part 
of the coaſt. He mounted ſome ſpare cannon 
upon an occaſional battery; and aſſembling a body 
of twelve hundred negroes well armed, under the 
command of their chief, on whoſe attachment he 
could depend, ordered them to take poſt at the 
place where he apprehended the enemy would at- 
tempt a landing. Theſe precautions were hardly 
taken when the French ſquadron appeared, and in 
a little time their attack began: but they met with 
ſuch a warm reception, that in leſs than two hours 
they deſiſted, leaving the caſtle very little damaged, 


and immediately made ſail for the Weſt Indies; 


very much to the diſappointment and mortification 
of the Dutch officers belonging to the fort of El. 
mina, in the ſame neighbourhood, who made no 
ſcruple ofexpreſſing their withes publicly in favour 
of the French commodore, and at a diſtance viewed 
the engagement with the moſt partial eagerneſs 
and impatience, M. de Kerſin was generally 
blamed for his want of conduct and reſolution in 
this attempt: but he is ſaid to have been deceived 
in his opinion of the real ſtate of Cape-coaſt-caſtle, 
by the vigorous and reſolute exertion of the gover- 
nor, and was apprehenſive of loſing a malt in the 
engagement; a Joſs which he could not have re- 
paired on the whole coaſt of Africa. Had the fort 
of Cape- coaſt been reduced on this occaſion, in all 
probability every petty republic of the negroes, 


ſettled under the protection of the forts on the Gold 
| Coaſt, 
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An. 1758. Coaſt, would have revolted from the Britiſh inte. 


reſt: for while the French ſquadron, in their pro- 
greſs along ſhore, hovered in the offing at Ana- 
maboe, -an Engliſh ſettlement a few leagues to 
windward of Cape- coaſt, John Corrantee, the ca- 
boceiro, chief magiſtrate and general of the Blacks 
on that part of the coaſt, whoſe adopted ſon had 


a few years before been careſſed, and even treated 


as a prince in England, taking it for granted that 
this enterprize of the French would be attended 


with ſucceſs, actually ſent ſome of his. dependants 


with a preſent of refreſnments for their commo- 
dore; the delivery of which, however, was pre- 
vented by Mr. Brew, the Engliſh chief of the fort, 
who ſhattered in pieces the canoe before it could 
be launched, and threatened with his cannon to 
level the black town with the duſt, The cabo- 

ceiro, though thus anticipated in his deſign, re- 
ſolved to be among the firſt who ſhould compli- 
ment Mr. de Kerſin on his victory at Cape-coaſt; 

and, with this view, prepared an ambaſſy or depu- 


tation to go thither by land; but, underſtanding 


Remark. .- 


able ſuc- 
ceſs of 
captain 
Forreſt, 


that the French had failed in their attempt, he 


. hifted his deſign, without the leaſt heſitation, and 


diſpatched the ſame ambaſſy to Mr. Bell, whom 
he congratulated on his victory, affuring him he 
had kepthis men readyarmed to march at the firſt 


ſummons to his aſſiſtance. 


The courage of captain Forreſt was not more 


conſpicuous in his engagement with the French 
ſquadron near Cape Francois, than his conduct and 
ſagacity in a ſubſequent adventure near Port au 
Prince, a French harbour, fituated at the bottom 
of a bay on the weſtern, part of Hiſpaniola, behind 

the 
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the ſmall iſland of Gonave. After Mr. de Kerfin An. 1758. - 


had taken his departure from Cape Francois for 


Europe, admiral Cotes, beating up to windward 


from Port Royal in Jamaica with three ſhips of the 
line, received intelligence that there was a French 
fleet at Port au Prince, ready to ſail on their return 
to Europe: captain Forreſt then preſented the ad- 


miral with a plan for an attack on this place, and 


urged it earneſtly. This however was declined, 


and captain Forreſt directed to cruize off the iſland 


Gonave for two days only, the admiral enjoining 
him to return at the expiration of the time, and re- 


join the ſquadron at Cape Nicholas. Accordingly 


captain Forreſt, in the Auguſta, proceeded up the 


bay, between theiſland Gonave and Hiſpaniola, with 


a view to execute a plan which he had himſelf pro- 
jected. Next day in the afternoon, tho? he perceived 
two ſloops, he forebore chaſing, that he might not 
riſque a diſcovery : for the ſame purpoſe he hoiſted 


Dutch colours, and diſguiſed his ſhip with tarpaulins. 
At five in the afternoon he diſcovered ſeven fail of 
ſhips ſteering to the weſtward, and hauled from 
them to avoid ſuſpicion ; but at the approach of 


night gave chace with all the fail he could carry. 

About ten he perceived twoſail, one of which fired 
a gun, and the other made the beſt of her way for 
Leoganne, another harbour in the bay. At this 


period captain Forreſt reckoned eight fail to lee- 


ward, near another port called Petit Goave: coming 
up with the ſhipwhich had fired the gun, ſhe ſub- 
mitted without oppoſition, after he had hailed and 


told her captain what he was, produced two of his 


largeſt cannon, and threatened to ſink her if ſhe 
ſhould give the leaſt alarm. He forthwith ſhifred 


the 
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An. 1758. the priſoners from this prize, and placed on board 
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of her five and thirty of his own crew, with orders 
to ſtand for Petit Goave, and intercept any of the 
fleet that might attempt to reach that harbour. 
Then he made ſail after the reſt, and in the dawn 
of the morning, finding himſelf in the middle of 
their fleet, he began to fire. at them all in their 
turns, as he could bring his guns to bear: they re- 
turned the fire for ſome time; at length the Mar- 
guerite, the Solide, and the Theodore ſtruck their 
colours. Theſe, being ſecured, were afterwards 
uſed in taking the Maurice, Le Grand, and La 
Flore: the Brilliant alſo ſubmitted; and the Mars 
made ſail in hope of eſcaping; but the Auguſta 
coming up with her about noon, ſhe likewiſe fell 
into the hands of the victor. Thus, by a well-_ 
conducted ſtratagem, a whole fleet of nine ſail were 
taken by a ſingle ſhip in the neighbourhood of 
four or five harbours, in any one of which they 
would have found immediate ſnelter and ſecurity. 
The prizes, ' which happened to be richly laden, 
were ſafely conveyed to Jamaica, and there ſold 
at public auction for the benefit of the captors, 
who may ſafely challenge hiſtory to een ſuch 
another inſtance of ſucceſs. 

The miniftry having determined to make vigo- 
rous efforts againſt the enemy in North America, 
admiral Boſcawen was veſted with the command of 
the fleet deſtined for that ſervice, and failed from 
Sr. Helen's on the nineteenth day of February, 
when the Invincible of ſeventy-four guns, one of 
the beſt ſhips that conſtituted his ſquadron, run 
aground and periſhed; bur her _ ſtores, and 
artillery were — 

In 
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In the courſe of the ſucceeding month, Sir Ed- 


ward Hawke ſteered into the bay of Biſcay with 
another ſquadron, in order to intercept any ſupplies 
from France deſigned for Cape-Breton or Canada; 
and about the i time the town of Embden, be- 
longing to his Pruſſian majeſty, which had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, was ſuddenly re- 
trieved by the conduct of commodore Holmes, 
ſtationed on that coaſt, who ſent up two of his 
ſmall ſhips to anchor in the river between Knok 
and the city. The garriſon, amounting to three 
thouſand ſeven hundred men, finding themſclves 
thus cut off from all communication with the 
country below, abandoned- the place with great 
precipitation z and ſome of their baggage being 
ſent off by water, was taken by the boats which 
the commodore armed for that purpoſe. 

It was in the ſame month that the admiralty re- 
ceived advice of another advantage by ſea, which 
had been gained by admiral Oſborne, while he 
cruiſed between Cape de Gatt and Carthagena on 


the coaſt of Spain, On the twenty-eighth day of 


March he fell in with a French ſquadron, com- 
manded by the marquis du Queſne, conſiſting of 
four ſhips ; namely, the Foudroyant of eighty 
guns, the Orphee of ſixty- four, the Oriflamme of 
fifty, and the Pleiade frigate of twenty-four, in 
their paſſage from Toulon to reinforce M. de la 
Clue, who had for ſome time been blocked up by 
admiral Oſborne in the harbour of Carthagena. 
The enemy no ſooner perceived the Engliſh ſqua- 
dron than they diſperſed, and ſteered different 
courſes: then Mr, Oſborne detached divets ſhips 


in purſuit of each, while he himſelf, with the body 
Nums. XVI. Q of 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
of his fleet, ſtood off for the bay of Carthagena'to 


watch the motions of the French ſquadron which 
there Jay at anchor. About ſeven in the evening 


the Orphee, having on board five hundred men, 


ſtruck to captain Storr in the Revenge, wha loſt 
the calf of one leg in the engag ment, during 
which he was ſuſtained by the ſhips Berwick and 
Preſton. The Monmouth of | fixty-tour guns, 


commanded by captain Gardener, engaged the Fou- 


French 
fleet dri- 
ven on 
ſhore 1n 
the road 
of Baſque, 


droyant, one of the largeſt ſhips in the French na- 
vy, mounted with fourſcore cannon, and contain- 
ing eight hundred men, under the direction ct the 
marquis du Queſne, The action was maintained 
with great fury on both ſides, and the gallant cap- 
tain Gardener loſt his life: nevertheleſs the fight 
was continued with unabating vigour by his lieu- 
tenant Mr, Carkett, and the Foudroyant difabled 
in ſuch a manner, that her commander ftruck as 


ſoon as the other Engliſh ſhips, the Swiftſure and 


the Hampton-court, appeared. This mortifying 
ſtep, however, he did not take until he ſaw his ſhip 


lie like a wreck upon the water, and the decks co- 


vered with carnage. The Orilamme was driven on 


ſhore under the caſtle of Aiglos, by the ſhips Mon- 
tague and Monarque, cominanded by the captains 
Rowley and Montague, who could not complete 


their deſtruction without violating the neutrality of 
Spain. As for the Pleiade frigate, ſhe made her 


eſcape by being a prime ſailor. 


This was a ſevere ſtroke upon the enemy, who 


not only loſt two of their capital ſhips, but faw 


them added to the navy. of Great Britain ; and 
the diſaſter was cloſe followed by another, which 


ey could not be feeling with equal ſenſibility 


of 
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of mortification and chagrin. In the beginning of An. 2754. 


April, Sir Edward Hawke ſteering with his ſqua- 
dron into Baſque-road, on the coaſt of Poictou. 
dilcovered off the iſle of Aix a French fleet at an- 


chor, conſiſting of five ſhips of the line, with ſi 


frigates, and forty tranſports, having on board 
three thouſand troops, and a large quantity of 
ſtores and proviſion, intended as a fopply for their 
ſettlements in North America. They no ſooner 
ſaw the Engliſh admiral advancing, than they be- 
gan to ſlip their cables and fly in the utmoit cons 
fuſion. Some of them eſcaped to ſea, but the 
greater number ran into ſhoal water, where they 
could not be purſued ; and next morning they ap- 
peared aground, lying on their broadſides. Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke, who had rode all night at anchor 
abreaſt of the ifle of Aix, furniſhed the ſhips Intre- 
pid and Medway with truſty pilots, and ſent them 
farther in when the flood began to make, with or- 
ders to ſound a head, that he might know whether 
there was any poſſibility of attacking the enemy ; 
but the want of a ſufficient depth of water ren- 
dered this ſcheme impracticable. In the mean time 
the French threw overboard their cannon, ſtores, 
and ballaſt; and boats and launches from Roche- 
fort, were employed in carrying out warps to drag 
their ſhips through the ſoft mud, as ſoon as they 
ſhould be waterborne by the flowing tide. By 
theſe means their large ſhips of war, and many of 
their tranſports eſeaped into the river Charente; 
but their loading was loſt, and the end of their 


equipment totally defeated. Another convoy of 


merchant ſhips, under the protection of three fri- 


gates, Sir Edward Hawke, a few days before, had 
2 2 chaced 


»* 
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Þ A. 1758. chaced into the harbour of St. Martin's on the iſſe 
of Rhe, where they ſtill remained, waiting an op- 
portunity for hazarding a ſecond departure: a 
third, conſiſting of twelve fail, bound from Bour- 
deaux to Quebe, under convoy of a frigate and 
armed veſſe}, was encountered at ſea by one Britiſh 
ſhip of the line and two fireſhips, which took the 
frigate and armed veſſel, and two of the convoy 
afterwards met with the ſame fate ; but this advan- 
tage was over- balanced by the loſs of captain James 
Hume, commander of the Pluto fireſhip, a brave 

il ' accompliſhed officer, who, in an. unequal combat 
=_  _ _ with the enemy, refuſed to quit the deck even 

_ when he was diſabled, and fell gloriouſly covered 

with wounds, exhorting the people, with his lateſt 
breath, to continue the engagement while the ſhip 
could ſwim, and acquit themſelves with honour in 
the ſervice of their country. 
The Rai. On the twenty-ninth day of May the Raiſona- 
1 ble, a French ſhip of the line, mounted with ſixty- 
the Dor- four cannon, having on board ſix hundred and 
ſetſhire. thirty men, commanded by the prince de Mom- 
bazon chevalier de Rohan, was, in her paſſage from 
Port l'Orient to Breſt, attacked by captain Dennis 
in the Dorſetſhire of ſeventy guns, and taken after 
an obſtinate engagement, in which one hundred 
and ſixty men of the prince's complement were 
killed or wounded, and he ſuſtained great damage 
in his bull, fails, and rigging. 
Admiral Theſe ſucceſſes were however chequered by the 
Brode- tidings of a lamentable diſaſter that befel the ſhip 
rick's ſhip Prince George of eighty guns, commanded by 
1 rear-admiral Broderick, in his paſſage to the Medi- 
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broke out in the fore-part of the ſhip, and raged 
with ſuch fury, that notwithſtanding all the efforts 
of the officers and men for ſeveral hours, the 
flames increaſed, and the ſhip being conſumed to 
the water-edge, the remnant ſunk about fix o'clock 
in the evening. The horror and conſternation of 
ſuch a ſcene are not eaſily deſcribed. When all en- 
deavours proved fruitleſs, and no hope of preferv- 
ing the ſhip remained, the barge was hoiſted out 
for the preſervation of the admiral, who entered it 
accordingly ; but all diſtinction of perſons. being 
now aboliſhed, the ſeamen ruſhed into it in ſuch 
crowds, that in a few moments it overſet. The 
admiral foreſeeing that this would be the caſe, 
ſtripped off his cloaths, and committing. himſelf 
to the mercy of the waves, was ſaved by the 
boat of a merchant ſhip, after he had ſuſtained 
himſelf in the ſea a full hour by ſwimming, Cap- 
tain Payton, who was the ſecond in command, re- 
mained upon the quarter-deck as long as it was 
poſſible to keep that ſtation, and then deſcending 
by the ſtern ladder, had the good fortune to be 
taken into a boat belonging to the ſloop Alderney. 
The hull of the ſhip, maſts, and rigging, were now 
in a blaze, burſting tremendous in ſeveral parts 
through horrid clouds of ſmoak : nothing was 
heard but the crackling of the flames, mingled 
with the diſmal cries of terror and diſtraction; 
nothing was ſeen but acts of frenzy and deſpera- 
tion. The miſerable wretches, affrighted at the 
horrors of ſuch a conflagration, fought a fate leſs 
_ dreadful by plunging into the fea; and about three 
hundred men were Preſerved by the boats belong- 
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An.1758, ing to ſome ſhips that accompanied the admiral in 
| his voyage, but five hundred periſhed in the ocean. 
Arma- The king of Great Britain, being determined to 
men's renew his attempt upon the coaſt of France, or- 
gainſt the 
coaſt of dered a very formidable armament to be equipped 
France. for that purpoſe. Two powerful ſquadrons by ſea, 

were deſtined for the ſervices of this expedition: 
the firſt, conſiſting of eleven great ſhips, was com- 
manded by Lord Noten and Sir Edward Hawke: 
the other, compoſed of four ſhips of the line, ſeven 
frigates, fix ſloops, two fireſhips, two bombs, ten 
cutters, twenty tenders, ten ſtoreſhips, and one 
hundred tranſports, was put under the direction of 
commodore Howe, who had fignalized himſelf by 
his gallantry and conduct in the courſe of the laſt 
fruitleſs expedition. The plan of a deſcent upon 
France having been adopted by the miniſtry, a 
body of troops, conſiſting of ſixteen regiments, 
nine troops of light horſe, and fix thouſand ma- 
rinzs, was aſſembled for the ex:cution of this de- 
fign, and embarked under the command of the 
duke of Marlborough; a nobleman, who though 
he did not inherit all the military genius of his 
grandfather, yet far excelled him in the amiable. 
and ſocial qualities of the heart: he was brave be- 
yond all queſtion, generous to profuſion, and good- 
natured to exceſs. On this occaſion, he was aſſiſted 
by the counſels of lord George Sackville, ſecond 
in command, ſon to the duke of Dorſet; an officer 
of experience and reputation, who had, in the civil 
departments of government, exhibited proofs of 
extraordinary genius and uncommon application. 
The troops, having for ſome time been encamped 
upon the Iſle of Wight, were embarked in the lat- 
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GEORGE: H. 
ter end of May, and the two fl-ers failed in the 


beginning of June for the coaſt of Bretagne, leaving 


the people of England fluſhed with the gayeſt 
hopes of victory and conqueſt. 

The two fleets parted at fea : lord Axa with 
nis ſquadron proceeded to the bay of Biſcay, in or- 
der to watch the motions of the enemy's ſhips, and 
harraſs their navigation; while commodore Howe 
with tne land-forces- ſteered directly towards St. 
Malo, a ſtrong place of confiderable commerce, 
ſituated on the coaſt of Bretagne, againt which 
the purpoſed invaſion ſeemed to be chiefly in- 
tended. The town, however, was found too well 
fortified, both by art and nature, to admit of any 

attempt by ſea, with any proſpect of ſucceſs; and 
therefore it was reſolved to make a deſcent in the 
neighbourhood. Aſter the fleet had been, by con- 
trary "winds, detained ſeveral days in fight of the 
French coaſt, it arrived in the bay of Cancalle, 
about two leagues to the ealtward of St. Malo; and 
Mr. Howe having ſilenced a ſmall battery, which 
the enemy had occaſionally raiſed upon the beach, 
the troops were landed without farther oppoſition, 
on the ſixth day of June. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough immediately began his march towards St. 
Servan, with a view to deſtroy ſuch ſhipping and 
magazines as might be in any acceſſible parts of 
the river; and this ſcheme was executed with ſuc- 
ceſs. A great quantity of naval ſtores, two ſhips 
of war, ſeveral privateers, and about fourſcore veſ- 
lels of different ſorts, were ſet on fire, and reduced 
to aſhes, almoſt under the cannon of the place, 
which, however, they could not pretend to beſiege 
in form. His grace, having received repeated ad- 
vices that the enemy were buſily employed in af- 
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An.1758- ſembling forces to march againſt him, returned to 


Cancalle; where Mr. Howe had made ſuch a 


maſterly diſpoſition of the boats and tranſports, 
that the reimbarkation of the troops was performed 


with ſurpriſing eaſe and expedition. The forces, 
while they remained on ſhore, were reſtrained from 
all outrages by the moſt ſevere diſcipline; and the 
French houſes, which their inhabitants had aban- 
doned, were left untouched. Immediately after 
their landing, the duke of Marlborough, as com- 
mander in chief, publiſhed and diſtributed a mani- 
feſto, addreſſed to the people of Bretagne, giving 
them to underſtand, that his deſcent upon the coaſt 
was not effected with a deſign to make war on the 
inhabitants of the open country, except ſuch as 
ſhould be found in arms, or otherwiſe oppoſing 
the operations of his Britannic majeſty : that all 
who were willing to remain in peaceable poſſeſſion 


of their effects, might ſtay unmoleſted in their 
reſpective dwellings, and follow their uſual occu- 


pations : that, beſides the cuftoms and taxes they 
uſed to pay to their own king, nothing ſhould be 
required of them but what was abſolutely neceſſary 
for the ſubſiſtence of the army: and that, for all 
proviſions brought in, they ſhould be payed in 
ready money, He concluded this notice with de- 
claring, that if, notwithſtanding theſe aſſurances of 
protection, they ſhould carry off their effects and 
proviſions, and abandon the places of their habi- 
tation, he would treat them as enemies, and de- 
ſtroy their houſes with fire and ſword. To the ma- 


| giltracy of St. Malo he likewiſe ſent a letter, im- 


porting, that as all the inhabitants of the towns 


and villages between Dinant, Rennes, and Doll, 
now in his poſſeſſion, had deſerted their habita- 


11 tions, 
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tions, probably to avoid the payment of the uſual An. 1758. 
contributions ; and he being informed, that the 
magiſtrates had compelled the people of the coun- 
try to retire into the town of St. Malo, he now 
gave them notice, that if they did not immediately 
lend them back to their houſes, and come them- 
ſelves to his head-quarters to ſettle the contribu- | 
tions, he ſhould think himſelf obliged to proceed 1 
to military execution. Theſe threats, however, i 
were not put in force, although the magiſtrates 9 
of St. Malo did not think proper to comply with i 
his injunction, ; 4 

But it was found altogether impoſſible to pre- | 
vent irregularities among troops that were naturally Wl 
licentious. Some houles were pillaged, and not 4 
without acts of barbarity : but thoſe offenders were 
brought to immediate juſtice ; and it muſt be 
owned, as an inconteſtable proof of the general's 
humanity, that in deſtroying the magazines of the 
enemy at St. Servan, which may be termed the 
ſuburbs of St. Malo, he ordered one ſmall ſtore- 
houſe to be ſpared, becauſe it could not be ſet on 
fire without endangering the whole diſtrict. 

The Britiſh forces being reimbarked, including 
about five hundred light horſe, which had been diſ- 
ciplined and carried over with a view to fcour the 
country, the fleet was detained by contrary winds 
in the bay of Cancalle for ſeveral days; during 

which a deſign ſeems to have been formed for at- 
tacking Granville, which had been reconnoitred by 

ſome of the engineers: bur, in conſequence of 

their report, the ſcheme was laid aſide, and the 

fleet ſtood out to ſea, where it was expoſed to ſome EF 

rough weather. In a few days, the wand blowing 1 
in 
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in a northern direction, they ſteered again towards 
the French coaſt, and ran in with the land near 
Havre de Grace, where the flat-bottomed boars, 
provided for landing, were hoiſted out, and a ſe- 
cond diſembarkation expected. But the wind 


blowing violently towards the evening, the boats 
were reſhipped, and the fleet obliged to quit the 
land, in order to avoid the dangers of a lee ſhore. 
Next day, the weather being more moderate, they 


returned to the ſame ſtation, and orders were given to 


prepare for a deſcent; but the duke of Marlborough 


having taken a view of the coaſt in an open cutter, 
accompanied by commodore Howe, thought pro- 


Per to wave the attempt. Their next ſtep was to 


bear away before the wind for Cherbourg, in the 
neighbourhood. of which place the fleet came to 
anchor. Here ſome of the tranſports received the 
fire of ſix different batteries; and a conſiderable 
body of troops appeared in arms, to diſpute the 
landing: nevertheleis the general reſolved that the 


Forts Querqueville, L*hommet, and Gallet, ſhould 


be attacked in the night by the firſt regiment of 
guards. The ſoldiers were actually diſtributed in 


the flat- bottomed boats, and every preparation 


made for this enterprize, when the wind began to 


blow with ſuch violence, that the troops could not 
be landed without the moſt imminent danger and 


difficulty; nor properly ſuſtained, in caſe of a re- 
pulſe, even if the diſembarkation could have been 
effected. This attempt therefore was laid aſide ; 
but at the ſame time a reſolution taken to ſtand in 
towards the ſhore with the whole fleet, to cover a 
general landing. A diſpoſition was made accord- 


iogly: but the ſtorm increaſing; the tranſports ran 
foul 
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foul of each other; and the ſhips were expoſed to 
all the perils of a lee-ſhore ; for the gale blew di- 
rectly upon the coaſt: beſides, the proviſion began 
to fail, and the hay for the horſes was almoſt con- 
ſumed. Theſe concurring reaſons induced the 
commander to poſtpone the diſembarkation to a 
more favourable opportunity. The fleet ſtood out 
to ſea, the tempeſt abated, they ſteered for the Iſle 
of Wight, and next day anchored at St. Helen's. 
Such was the ifſue of an enterprize atchieved 
with conſiderable ſucceſs, if we conſider the da- 
mage done to the enemy's ſhipping, and the other 
objects which the miniſtry had in view; namely, 
to ſecure the navigation of the channel, and make 
a diverſion in favour of German allies, by alarm- 
ing the French king, and obliging him to employ 


a great number of troops to Jefend his coaſt from 


inſult and invaſion : but whether ſuch a mighty ar- 


The fleet 


returns to 


St. He- 
len's. 


Remarks 


on the ex- 
pedition. 


mament was neceſſary for the accompliſhment of 


theſe petty aims, and whether the ſame armament 
might not have been employed in executing 
ſchemes of infinitely greater advantage to the na- 
tion, we ſhall leave to the . reader's own 
reflection. 

The deſigns upon the coaſt of France, though 
interrupted by tempeſtuous weather, were not as 
yet laid aſide for the whole ſeaſon: but, in the 
mean time, the troops were diſembarked on the 
Ille of Wight; and one brigade marched to the 
northward, to join a body oft troops with which the 
government reſolved to augment the army of the 
allies in Germany, commanded by prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwic. The duke of Marlborough and lord 
George Sackville being appointed to conduct this 
Britiſh 
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Britiſh corps upon the continent, the command of 
the marine expeditions devolved to lieutenant- 
general Bligh, an old experienced officer, who had 
ſerved with reputation z and' his royal highneſs 
prince Edward, afterwards created duke of York, 
entered as a volunteer with commodore Howe, in 
order to learn the rudiments of the ſea-ſervice. 

The remainder of the troops being reimbarked, 
and every thing prepared for the ſecond expedi- 
tion, the fleet failed from St. Helen's on the firſt 


of Auguſt; and after a tedious paſſage, from calms 


and contrary winds, anchored on the ſeventh in the 


bay of Cherbourg. By this time che enemy had 


intrenched themſelves within a line, extending from 
the fort Ececurdeville,' which ſtands about two 
miles to the weſtward of Cherbourg, along the 
coaft for the ſpace of four miles, fortified with ſe- 
veral batteries at proper diſtances. Behind this 


retrenchment a body of horſe and infantry appeared 


in red and blue uniform; but as they did not ad- 
vance to the open beach, the leſs riſque was run in 
landing the Britiſh forces. At firſt a bomb. ketch 
had been ſent to anchor near the town, and throw 
ſome ſhells into the place, as a feint to amuſe the 
enemy, and deceive them with regard to the place 
of diſembarkation; while the general had deter- 
mined to land about a league to the weſtward of 
Querqueville, the moſt an fort in the bay, 
The other bomb-ketches, being poſted along ſhore, 
did conſiderable execution upon the intrenchments, 
not only by throwing ſhells in the uſual way, but 
alſo by uſing ball-mortars, filled with great quan- 
rities of balls, which may be thrown to a great diſ- 


tance, and, by ſcattering as they fly, do — 
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of miſchief. While theſe ketches fired without Au. 1758. 


cealing, the grenadiers and guards were rowed re- 
gularly aſhore in the flat-bottomed boats, and, 
Janding- without oppoſition, inſtantly formed on a 
ſmall open portion of the beach, with a natural 
breaſt work in their front, having on the other ſide 


a hollow way, and a village riſing beyond it with 


a ſudden aſcent : on the left, the ground was inter- 
ſected by hedges, and covered with orchards, and 
from this quarter the enemy advanced in order. The 
Britiſh troops immediately quitted the breaſt-work, 
in order to meet them halt way, and a ſtraggling 
fire began; but the French edging to the left, 
took poſſeſſion of the hill, from whence they pi- 
queered with the advanced poſts of the Engliſh. 

In the mean time the reſt of the infantry were 
diſembarked, and the enemy at night retired. As 
the light troops were not yet landed, general Bligh 
encamped that night at the village of Erville, 
on a piece of ground that did not extend above 
four hundred paces ; ſo that the tents were pitched 
in a crowded and irregular manner. Next morn- 
ing the general having received intelligence, that 
no parties of the enemy were ſeen moving on the 
hill, or in the plain, and that Fort Querqueville 
was entirely abandoned, made a diſpoſition for 
marching in two columns to Cherbourg. An ad- 
vanced party took immediate poſſeſſion of Quer- 
queville; and the lines and batteries along the 
ſhore were now deſerted by the enemy. 

The Britiſh forces marching behind St. Aulne, 
Ecceurdeville, Hommet, and la Galer, found the 
town of Cherbourg likewiſe abandoned, and the 
gates being open, entered it without oppoſition. 
The 
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An. 1758. The citizens, encouraged by a manifeſto contain. 
ing a promiſe of protection, which had been pub- 

liſhed and diſtributed in order to quiet their appre- 
henſions, received their new gueſts with a good 
grace, overwhelming them with civilities, for which 
they met with a very ungrateful return; for as the 
bulk of the army was not regularly encamped and 
ſuperintended, the ſoldiers were at liberty to in- 
dulge themſelves in riot and licentiouſneſs. All 
night long they ravaged the adjacent country with- 
| | out reſtraint; and as no guards had been regularly 
placed in the ſtreets and avenues of Cherbourg, 
to prevent diforders, the town itſelf was net ex- 
empted from pillage and brutality. Thele outrages, 
however, were no ſooner known, than the general 
> took immediate ſteps for putting a ſtop to them for 
| the preſent, and preventing all irregularities for 
the future. Next morning the place being recon- 
noitred, he determined to deſtroy, without delay, 
all the forts and the baſon; and the execution of 
this deſign was left to the engineers, aſſiſted by the 
officers of the fleet and artillery, Great ſums of 
money had been expended upon the harbour and 
baſon of Cherbourg, which at one time was conſi- 
dered by the French court as an object of great im- 
portance, from its ſituation reſpecting the river 
Seine, as well as the oppoſite coaſt of England; but 
as the works were left unfiniſhed, in all appearance 
the plan had grown into diſreputation. The enemy 
had raiſed ſeveral unconnected batteries along the 
bay, but the town itſelf was quite open and de- 
fenceleſs. While the engineers were employed in 
demoliſhing the works, the light horſe ſcoured the 


country, and detachments were every day ſent out 
towards 
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towards Walloign, at the diſtance of four leagues An. 1758. 5 


from Cherbourg, where the enemy were encamped, 
and every hour received reinforcements. Several 
ſkirmiſhes were fought by the out- parties of each 
army, in one of which Capt. Lindſay, a gallant 
young officer, who had been very inſtrumental in 
training the light horſe, was mortally wounced. 
The harbour and baſon of Cherbourg being de- 
ſtroyed, together with all the forts in the neigh- 


bourhood, and about twenty pieces of braſs can- 


non ſecured on board the Engliſh ſhips; a contri- 
bution, amounting to about three thouſand pounds 
ſterling, was exacted upon the town; and a plan of 
reimbar kation concerted, as it appeared from the 
reports of peaſants and deſerters, that the enemy 
were already encreaſed to a formidable number. A 
ſlight intrenchment being raiſed, ſufficient to de- 
fend the laſt diviſion that ſhould be reimbarked, 
the ſtores and artillery were ſhipped, and the light 
horſes conveyed on board their reſpective tranſports, 
by means of platforms laid in the flat-botromed veſ- 
ſels. On the ſixteenth day of Auguſt, at three 
o'clock in the morning, the forces marched from 
Cherbourg down to the beach, and reimbarked at 
Fort Galet, without the leaſt diſturbance from the 
enemy. 

This ſervice being beppily performed, the fleet 
ſet ſail for the coaſt of England, and anchored in 
the road of Weymouth, under the high land of 
Portland. In two days it weighed and ſtood again 
to the ſouthward ; but was obliged, by contrary 
winds, to return to the ſame riding. The ſecond 
effort, however, was more effectual. The fleet, 
with ſome difficulty, kept the ſez, and ſteering to 


the 


Another 
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the French coaſt, came to anchor in the bay of St. 
Lunaire, two leagues to the weſtward of St. Malo, 
againſt which it was determined to make another 
attempt. The ſloops and ketches being ranged 
along · ſnore to cover the diſembarkation, the troops 
landed on a fair open beach, and a detachment of 
grenadiers was ſent to the harbour of St. Briac, 
above the town of St. Malo, where they deſtroyed 
above fifteen ſmall veſſels: but St. Malo itſelf be- 
ing properly ſurveyed, appeared to be above in- 
ſult, either from the land- forces or the ſhipping, 
The mouth of the river that forms its baſon extends 
above two miles in breadth at its narroweſt part, ſo 
as to be out of the reach of land- batteries; and the 
entrance is defended by ſuch forts and batteries, as 
the ſhips of war could not pretend to ſilence, con- 
ſidering the difficult navigation of the channel: 
beſides fifty pieces of large cannon planted on theſe 
forts and batteries, the enemy had. mounted forty 
on the weſt ſide of the town; and the baſon was, 
moreover, ſtrengthened by ſeven frigates or armed 
veſſels, whoſe guns might have been brought to 
bear upon any batteries that could be raiſed on 
ſhore, as well as upon ſhips entering by the uſual 
channel. For theſe ſubſtantial reaſons the deſign 
againſt St, Malo was dropped ; but the general 
being unwilling to reimbark without having taken 
ſome ſtep for the further annoyance of the ene- 
my, refolved to penetrate into the country, con- 
| ducting his motions, however, ſo as to be near 
the fleet, which had, by this time, quitted the bay 
of St. Lunaire, where it could not ride with any 
ſafety, and anchored in the bay of St. Cas, about 


three leagues to the weſtward, 
| On 
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On Friday the eighth of September, general 
Bligh, with his little army, began his Wa” for 
Guildo, at the diſtance of nine miles, which he 
reached in the evening: next day he croſſed a lit- 
tle gut or inlet of the ſea, at low water, and his 
troops being incommoded by the peaſants, Who 
fired at them from hedges and houſes, he ſent a 
prieſt with a meſſage, intimating, that if they ſnould 
not deſiſt he would reduce their houſes to aſhes. 
No regard being paid to this intimation, the 
houſes were actually ſet on fire as ſoon as the troops 
had formed their camp about two miles on the 
other ſide of the inlet. Next morning he proceed- 
ed to the village of Matignon, where, after ſome 
ſmart ſkirmiſhing, the French piquets appeared, 


drawn up in order, to the number of two batta- - 


lions; but having ſuſtained a few ſhot from the 
Engliſh field-pieces, and ſeeing the grenadiers ad- 
vance, they ſuddenly diſperſed. General Bligh 


continuing his route through the village, encamp- 


ed in the open ground about three miles from the 
bay of St. Cas, which was this day recpnnoitred for 
reimbarkation : for he now received undoubted in- 
telligence, that the duke d'Aiguillon had advan- 
ced from Breſt to Lambale, within ſix miles of 
the Engliſh camp, at the head of twelve regular 
battalions, ſix ſquadrons, two regiments of mili- 
tia, eight mortars, and ten pieces of cannon. The 
bay of St. Cas was covered by an intrenchment 
which the enemy had thrown up, to prevent or 
Oppoſe any diſembarkation ; and on the outſide of 
this work there was a range of ſand-hills extend- 
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ing along ſhore, which could have ſerved as a co- 


ver to the enemy, from whence they might have an- 
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- noyed the troops in reimbarking : for this reaſon 


a propoſal was made to the general, that the forces 
ſhould be reimbarked from a fair open beach on 
the left, between St. Cas and Guildo; but this ad- 
vice was rejected, and, indeed, the ſubſequent ope- 
rations of the army ſavoured ſtrong of blind lecu- 
rity and raſh preſumption. 

Had the troops decamped-1n the wake without 
noiſe, in all probability they would have arrived at 
the beach before the French had received the leaſt. 
intelligence of their motion; and, in that caſe, the 
whole army, conſiſting of about ſix thouſand men, 
might have been reimbarked without the leaſt in- 
terruption: but inſtead of this cautious manner of 
proceeding, the drums were beaten at two o'clock 
in the morning, as if with intention to give notice 
to the enemy, who forthwith repeated the ſame 
ſignal. The troops were in motion before three, 
and though the length of the march did not ex- 
ceed three miles, the halts and interruptions were 
ſo numerous and frequent, that they did not arrive 
on the beach at St. Cas till nine. Then the embar- 


kation was begun, and might have been happily fi- 


niihed, had the tranſports lain near the ſhore, and 
received the men as faſt as the boats could have 
conveyed. them on board without diſtinction; but 
many {ſhips rode at a conſiderable diſtance, and 
every boat carried the men on board the reſpective 


tranſports to which they belonged ; a punctilio of 


diſpoſition, by which a great deal of time was un- 
neceſſarily conſumed. The ſmall ſhips and bomb- 
ketches were brought near the ſhore to cover the 
reimbarkation; and a conſiderable number of ſea- 


the 
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the boats crews, and regulate the ſervice ; but A 
notwithitanding all their attention and authority, 

ſome of the boats were otherwiſe employed than in 
conveying the unhappy ſoldiers : had all the cutters 

and ſmall craft belonging to the fleet been properly 
occupied. in this ſervice, the diſgrace and diſaſter 

of the day would ſcarce have happened. 

The Britiſh forces had ſkirmifhed a little on the A firong 
march, but no conſiderable body of the enemy — 
appeared until the embarkation was begun; then advances 
they took poſſeſſion of an eminence by a wind- mill, againſt 
and forthwith opened a battery of ten cannon and them. 
eight mortars, from whence they fired with conſi- 
derable effect upon the ſoldiers on the beach, and 
on the boats in their paſſage. They afterwards ” 
began to march down the hill, partly covered by 
a hollow-way on their left, with deſign to gain a 
wood, where they might form and extend them- 
ſelves along the front of the Engliſh, and advance 
againſt them under ſhelter of the ſand-hills; but 
in their deſcent they ſuffered extremely from the 
cannon and mortars of. the ſhipping, which made 
great havock, and threw them into confulion. 
Their line of march down the hill was ſtaggered, 
and for ſome time continued in ſuſpence ; then they 
turned off to one ſide, extended themſelves along 
a hill to the left, and advanced in a hollow-way, 
from whence they ſuddenly ruſhed out to the at- 
tack, Though the greater part of the Britiſh 
troops were already embarked, the rear-guard, con- 
| liſting of all the grenadiers, and half of the firſt 
regiment of guards, remained on the ſhore to the 
number of fifteen hundred, under the command of 
major- general Dury. This officer ſeeing the French 
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advance, ordered his troops to form in grand di- 
viſions, and march from behind the bank that co- 
vered them, in order to charge the enemy before 
they could be formed on the plain. Had this ſtep 


been taken, when it was firſt ſuggeſted to Mr. 


Dury, before the French were diſengaged from the 
hollow. way, perhaps it might have ſo far ſucceed- 
ed as to difconcert and throw them into confuſion : 


but by this time they had extended themſelves in- 


to a very formidable front, and no hope remained 
of being able to withſtand ſuch a ſuperior number. 
Inſtead of attempting to fight againſt ſuch odds 
in an open field of battle, they might have retreat- 
ed along the beach to a rock on the left, in which 
progreſs their right flank could have been ſecured 
by the intrenchment; and the enemy could not 
have purſued them along the ſhore, without being 
expoſed to ſuch a fire from the ſhipping, as in all 
probability they could not have ſuſtained. This 
ſcheme was likewiſe propoſed to Mr. Dury; but he 
ſeemed to be actuated by a ſpirit of infatuation. 
The Engliſh line being drawn up in uneven 
ground, began the action with an irregular fire 
from right to left, which the enemy returned; but 
their uſual fortitude and reſolution ſeemed to for- 
ſake them on this occaſion. They ſaw themſelves 
in danger of being furrounded, and cut in pieces; 
their officers dropped on every fide; and all hope 
of retreat was now intercepted. In this cruel di- 
lemma their ſpirits failed ; they were ſeized with a 
pannic; they faultered, they broke, and in leſs than 


five minutes after the engagement began, they fled 


in the utmoſt confuſion, purſued by the enemy, 


who, no ſooner law them give way than they fell in 
among 


GEORGE II. 


among them with their bayonets fixed, and made a 


great carnage. General Dury being dangerouſly 


wounded, ran into the ſea, where he periſhed ; and 
this was the fate of a great number, officers as well 
as ſoldiers. Many ſwam towards the boats and veſ- 
ſels, which were ordered to give them all manner of 
aſſiſtance; but by far the greater number were ei- 
ther butchered on the beach, or drowned in the wa- 
ter: a ſmall body, however, inſtead of throwing 
themſelves into the ſea, retired to the rock on the 
lefr, where they made a ſtand, until they had ex- 
hauſted their ammunition, and then ſurrendered 
at diſcretion. The havock was moreover increa- 
ſed by the ſhot and ſhells diſcharged from the bat- 
tery which the enemy had raiſed on the hill : the 
ſlaughter would not have been ſo great, had not 
the French ſoldiers been exaſperated by the fire 
from the frigates, which was ſtill maintained even 
after the Engliſh troops were routed : hut this was 
no ſooner ſilenced by a ſignal from the commo- 
dore, than the enemy exhibited a noble example 
of moderation and humanity, in granting immedi- 


ate quarter and protection to the vanquiſhed. A- 


bout one thouſand choſen men of the Engliſh ar- 
my were killed and taken priſoners on this occa- 
ſion: nor was the advantage cheaply purchaſed by 
the French troops, among whom the ſhot and 
ſhells from the frigates and ketches had done great 
execution. The clemency of the victors was the 
more remarkable, as the Britiſh troops in this ex- 
pedition had been ſhamefully guilty of marauding, 
pillaging, burning, and other exceſſes. 

War is ſo dreadful in itſelf, and ſo ſevere in its 
conſequences, that the exerciſe of generoſity and 
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compaſſion, by which its horrors are mitigated, 
ought ever to be applauded, encouraged, and 


imitated, We oughr alſo to uſe our beſt endea- 


vours to deſerve Laßt treatment at the hands of a 


civilized enemy, Let us be humane 1n our turns 
to thoſe whom the fate of war hath ſubjected to 
our power: let us, in proſecuting our military ope- 


rations, maintain the moſt rigid diſcipline among 
the troops, and religiouſly abſtain from all acts of 
violence and oppreſſion. Thus a laudable emulation 
will undoubtedly enſue, and the powers at war vie 


with each other in humanity and politeneſs. In 


other reſpects, the commander of an invading ar- 


mament will always find his account in being well 


with the common people of the country;in which the 
deſcent is made. By civil treatment and ſeaſonable 
gratifications, they will be encouraged to bring in- 


to the camp regular ſupplies of proviſion and re- 
freſhment; they will mingle with the ſoldiers, and 


even form friendſhips among them ; ſerve as guides, 
meſſengers, and interpreters ; let out their cattle 
for hire as draught-horſes; work in their own per- 
ſons as day-labourers ; diſcover proper fords, 
bridges, roads, paſles, and defiles ; and, if artful- 
ly managed, communicate many uſeful hints of 
intelligence. _ 

If great care an! circumſpeRion be not exerted 
in maintaining diſcipline, and bridling the licen- 
tious diſpoſition of the ſoldiers, ſuch invaſions will 
be productive of nothing but miſcarriage and diſ- 
grace : for this, 'at beſt, is but a piratical way of 
carrying on the war; and the troops engaged in 


it are, in ſome meaſure, debauched by the nature 


of the ſervice. They are crouded together in 
3 | rranſports 


n A 0 „ . __—_— 
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tranſports, where the minute particulars of mili- 
tary order Cannot be obſerved, even though the 
good of the ſervice greatly depends upon a due 
obſervance of theſe forms. The ſoldiers grow neg- 
ligent, and inattent» e to cleanneſs and the exte- 
rior ornaments of dreſs: they become ſlovenly, 
ſlothful, and altogether unfit for a return of duty: 
they are tumbled about occaſionally in ſhips and 
boats, landed and reimbarked in a tumultuous 
manner, under a divided and diforderly command : 
they are accuſtomed to retire at the firſt report of 
an approaching enemy, and to take ſhelter on an- 


other element; nay, their ſmall pillaging parties 
are often obliged to fly before unarmed peaſants.: 


Their duty on ſuch occaſions is the mdſt unmanly 


part of a ſoldier's office; namely, to ruin, ravage, 


and deſtroy. They ſoon yield to the temptation 
of pillage, and are habituated to rapine : they give 
a looſe to intemperance, riot, and intoxication ; 
commit a thouſand exceſſes; and, when the enemy 
appears, run on board the ſhips with their booty. 
Thus the dignity of the ſervice is debaſed: they 
loſe all ſenſe of honour, and of ſhame: they are no 
longer reſtricted by military laws, nor over-awed 
by the authority of officers :—in a word, they dege- 
nerate into a ſpecies of lawleſs buccaneers. From 
ſuch a total relaxation of morals and diſcipline, 
what can enſue but riot, confuſion, diſhonour, and 


defeat? All the advantage that can be expected 
from theſe ſudden ſtarts of - invaſion, will ſcarce 


over-ballance the evils we have mentioned, toge- 
ther with the extraordinary expence of equipping 
armaments of this nature. True it is, theſe deſcents 
oblige the French king to employ a conſiderable 
| R 4 num- 
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time places : they ſerve to ruin the trade of his 
ſubjects, protect the navigation of Great Britain, 
and ſecure its coaſt from invaſion: but theſe pur- 
poſes might be as effectually anſwered, at a much 
ſmaller expence, by the ſhipping alone. Should it 
be judged expedient, however, to proſecute this de- 
ſultory kind of war, the commanders employed in it, 
will do well to conſider, that a deſcent ought never 
to be hazarded in an enemy's country, without 
having taken proper precautions to ſecure a re- 
treat; that the ſevereſt diſcipline ought to be pre- 
ſerved, during all the operations of the campaign; 
that a general ought never to diſembark but upon 
a well-concerted plan, nor commence his military 
tranſactions without ſome immediate point or ob- 


ject in view; that a reimbarkation ought never to 


be attempted, except from a clear open beach, 

where the approaches of an enemy may. be ſeen, 
and the troops covered by the fire of their ſhipping. 

Thoſe who preſumed to refle& upon the particu- 
lars of this laſt expedition, owned themſelves at a 
loſs to account for the conduct of the g „in re- 
maining on ſhore after the deſign upon St. Malo 
was laid aſide; in penetrating ſo far into the coun- 
try, without any viſible object; neglecting the re- 
peated intelligence which he received; communi- 
cating by beat of drum his midnight motions to an 
enemy of double his force; loitering near ſeven 
hours in a march of three miles; and,- laſtly, at- 
tempting the reimbarkation of the troops at a place 
where no proper meaſures had been taken for their 
cover and defence. After the action of St. Cas, 


ſome civilities, by meſſage, paſſed between the 
duke 


GEORGE H. 


who were favoured with a liſt of the priſoners, in- 


cluding four ſea-captains ; and aſſured, that the 


wounded ſhould receive all poſſible comfort and aſ- 
ſiſtance. Theſe matters being adjuſted, commo- 
dore Howe returned with the fleet to Spithead, 
and the ſoldiers were diſembarked. 

The ſucceſs of the attempt upon Cherbourg had 
elevated the people to a degree of childiſh triumph; 
and the g thought proper to indulge this pe- 
tulant ſpirit of exultation, by expoſing twenty-one 
pieces of French cannon in Hyde- park, from 
whence they were drawn in proceſſion to the 
Tower, amidſt the acclamations of the populace. 


duke d'Aiguillon and the Engliſh commanders, 


From this pinnacle of elation and pride they were 


precipitated to the abyſs of deſpondence or dejec- 
tion, by the account of the miſcarriage at St. Cas, 
which buoyed up the ſpirits of the French in the 
ſame proportion. The people of that nation began 
to ſtand in need of ſome ſuch cordial after the 
| loſſes they had ſuſtained, and the miniſtry of Ver- 
failles did not fail to make the moſt of this advan- 
tage: they publiſhed a pompous narrative of the 
battle of St. Cas, and magnified into a mighty 
victory the puny check which they had given to 
the rear guard of an inconſiderable detachment. 
The people received it with implicit belief, becauſe 
it was agreeable to their paſſions, and congratu- 
lated themſelves upon their ſucceſs in hyperboles, 
dictated by that vivacity ſo peculiar to the French 
nation. Indeed, theſe are artifices which the mi- 
niſters of every nation find it neceſſary to uſe at 
certain conjunctures, in governing the turbulent 
and capricious multitude. 
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After the misfortune at St. Cas, nothing further 
was attempted by that armament; nor was any en- 
terprize of importance atchieved by the Britiſh 
ſhips in Europe during the courſe of this ſummer. 
The cruiſers, however, fill continued active and 
alert. Captain Hervey, in the ſhip Monmouth, 
deſtroyed a French ſhip of forty guns in the iſland 
of Malta ; an exploit of which the Malteſe loud!y 
complained, as a violation of their neutrality.” A- 
bout twenty fail of ſmall French veſſels were dri- 


ven aſhore on the rocks of Bretagne, by ſome 


cruiſers belonging to the fleet commanded by lord 
Anſon, after a ſmart engagement with two frigates, 
under whoſe convoy they ſailed. In the month of 
November the Belliqueux, a French ſhip of war, 
mounted with ſixty- four guns, having, by miſtake, 
run up St. George's channel, and anchored in Lun- 
dy road, captain Saumarez of the Antelope, then 
lying in King-road, immediately weighed and went 
in queſt of her, according to the advice he had re- 
ceived, When he appeared, the French captain 
heaved up his anchor, and made a ſhew of prepa- 
ring for an engagement; but ſoon hauled down 
his colours, and, without firing a-ſhot, ſurrendered, 
with a complement of four hundred and ſeventeen 


men, to a ſhip of inferior force, both in number of 


hands and weight of metal. 

By this time the Engliſh privateers ſwarmed to 
ſuch a degree in the channel, that ſcarce a French 
veſſel durſt quit the harbour, and conſequently 


there was little or no booty to he obtained. In 


this dearth of legal prizes, ſome of the adventurers 
were tempted to commit acts of piracy, and actual- 
ly rifled the ſhips of neutral nations. A Dutch 

veſſel, 


* 
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veſſel, having on board the baggage and dome ſlics 
belonging to the marquis de Pignatelli, ambaſſa- 


dor from the court of Spain to the king of Den- 
mark, was boarded three times ſueceſſively by the 


crews of three different privateers, who forced tlie 
hatches, rummaged the hold, broke open and 
rifed the trunks and boxes of the ambaſſador, in- 
ſulted and even cruelly bruiſed his officers, ſtrip- 
ped his domeſtics, and carried off his effects, toge- 
ther with letters of credit and a bill of exchange. 
Complaints of theſe outrages being made to the 
court of London, the lords of the admiralty pro- 
miſed, in the Gazette, a reward of five hundred 
pounds, without deduction, ,to any perſon who 
ſhould diſcover the offenders concerned in theſe 
acts of piracy. Some of them were detected accord- 
ingly, and brought to condign puniſhment. 

The Dutch had for ſome time carried on a uy 

conſiderable traffic, not only in taking the fair ad- 
vantages of their neutrality, but alſo in ſupplying 
the French with naval ſtores, and tranſporting the 
produce of the French fugar-colonies to Europe, 
as carriers hired by the proprietors. The Engliſn 
government, incenſed at this unfair commerce, 
proſecuted with ſuch flagrant partiality for their 


enemies, iſſued orders for the cruiſers to arreſt all 


ſhips of neutral powers that ſhould have French 
property on board ; and theſe orders were execu- 
ted with rigour and ſeverity. A great number of 
Dutch ſhips were taken, and condemned as legal 
prizes, both in England and Jamaica: ſometimes 
the owners met. with hard meaſure, and ſome 
crews were treated with inſolence and barbarity. 
The e of the United Provinces raiſed a loud 
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ticular treaty of commerce ſubliſting berween Great 
Britain and the Republic. Remonſtrances were 
made to the Engliſh miniſtry, who expoſtulated in 
their turn with the deputies of the States General; 

and the two nations were inflamed againſt each 
other with the moſt bitter animoſity. The Britiſh 
reſident at the Hague, in a conference with the 
States, repreſented, that the king his maſter could 
not hope to ſee peace ſpeedily re-eſtabliſhed, if the 
neutral princes ſhould aſſume a right of carrying on 
the trade of his enemies: that he expected, from 
their known juſtice, and the alliance by which they 
were ſo nearly connected with his ſubjects, they 


would honeſtly abandon this fraudulent commerce, 


and agree, that naval ſtores ſnould be comprehend- 
ed in the claſs of contraband commodities. He 
anſwered ſome articles of the complaints they had 
made with an appearance of candour and mode- 
ration; declared his majeſty's abhorrence of the 
violences which had been committed upon the ſub- 


jects of the United Provinces; explained the ſteps 


which had been taken by the Engliſh government 
to bring the offenders to juſtice, as well as to pre- 
vent ſuch outrages for the future; and aſſured 


them, that his Britannic majeſty had nothing more 


at heart than to renew, and maintain in full force, 


the mutual confidence and friendſhip by which the 


maritime powers of England and Holland had 
been ſo long united. Theſe profeſſions of eſteem 
and affection were not ſufficient to quiet the minds 
and appeaſe the reſentment of the Dutch mer— 
chants; and the French party, which was both 
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numerous and powerful, employed all their art and 
influence to exaſperate their paſſions, and widen 
the breach between the two nations. The court 
of Verſailles did not fail to ſeize this opportunity 
of inſinuation: while, on one hand, their miniſters 
and emiſfarics in Holland exaggerated the indigni- 
ties and injuries which the States had ſuſtained, 
from the inſolence and rapacity of the Engliſh, 
they, on the other hand, flattered and cajoled them 
with little advantages in trade, and formal profeſ- 
ſions of reſpect. Such was the memorial delivered 
by the count D'Affry, intimating that the Em- 
preſs queen being under an abſolute neceſſity of 
employing all her forces to defend her hereditary 
dominions 1n Germany, ſhe had been obliged to 
withdraw her troops from Oſtend and Nieuport ; 
and applied to the French king, as her ally neareſt 
at hand, to garriſon theſe two places, which, how- 


ever, ſhould be reſtored at the peace, er ſooner, 


ſhould her Imperial majeſty think proper. 

The ſpirit of the Dutch merchants at this junc- 
ture, and their ſentiments with reſpect to England, 
appeared with very high colouring in a memorial 
to the States General, ſubſcribed by two hundred 


and ſixty-nine traders, compoſed and preſented 


with equal ſecrecy and circumſpection. In this 
famous remonſtrance they complained, that the 
violences and unjuſt depredations committed by 
the Engliſh ſhips of war and privateers on the veſ- 
ſels and effects of them and their fellow ſubjects, 
were not only continued, but daily multiplied; 
and cruelty and exceſs carried to ſuch a pitch of 
wanton barbarity, that the petitioners were forced 
to implore the aſſiſtance of their High Mighti- 
neſſes to protect, in the moſt efficacious manner, 
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ſinews of the republic. For this neceſſary pur- 
poſe they offered to contribute each his contingent, 
and to arm at their own charge; and other propo- 
fitions were made for an immediate augmenta- 
tion of the marine. While this party induſtriouſly 
exerted all their power and credit to effect a rup- 
ture with England, the Princeſs Gouvernante em- 
ployed all her intereſt and addreſs to divert them 
from this object, and alarm them with reſpect to 
the power and deſigns of France; againſt which 
ſhe earneſtly exhorted them to augment their mi- 
litary forces by land, that they might be prepared 
to defend themſelves againſt all invaſion. At the 
ſame time ſhe ſpared no pains to adjuſt the differ- 
ences between her huſband's country and her fa- 
ther's kingdom ; and, without doubt, her healing 
counſels were of great efficacy in preventing mat- 


ters from coming to a very dangerous extremity. 


The whole ſtrength of Great Britain during this 
campaign, was not exhauſted in petty deſcents 
upon the coaſt of France. The continent of Ame- 
rica was the great theatre on which her chief vi- 
gour was diſplayed ; nor did ſhe fail to exert her- 
ſelf in ſucceſsful efforts againſt the French ſettle- 
ments on the coaft of Africa. The whole gum 
trade from Cape Blanco to the river Gambia, an 
extent of five hundred miles, had been engroſſed 
by the French, who built Fort Louis within the 
mouth of the Senegal, extending their factories near 
three hundred leagues up that river, and on the 
ſame coaſt had fortified the iſland of Goree, in 
which they maintained 'a conſiderable garriſon. 
The gum-ſenega, of which a great quantity is 
uſed by the manufacturers of England, being 
wy 
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wholly in the hands of the enemy, the Engliſh ae, 


dealers were obliged to buy it at ſecond-hand from 

the Dutch, who Purchaſed it of the French, and 

exited an exorbitant price for that commodity. 

This conſideration forwarded: the plan for annex- 
ing the country to the poſſeſſion of Great Britain. 

The project was firſt conceived by Mr. Thomas 
Cumming, a ſenſible quaker, who, as a priva e 
merchant, had made a voyage to=Portenderrick, 
an adjoining part of the coaſt, and contracted a 
perſonal acquaintance with Amir the Mooriſh king 
of Le . He found this African prince ex- 
tremely well diſpoſed towards the ſubjects of Great 
Britain, whom he publicly Pegel to all other 
Europeans, and ſo exaſperated againſt the French, 

that he declared he ſhould never be eaſy till they 
were exterminated from the river Senegal. At 
that very time he had commenced hoſtilities againſt 
them, and earneſtly deſired that the king of Eng- 
land would ſend out an armament to reduce Fort 
Louis and Goree, with ſome ſhips of force to pro- 
tect the traders. In that caſe, he promiſed to join 
his Britannic majeſty's forces, and grant an exclu- 
tive trade to his ſubjects. Mr. Cumming not only 
perceived the advantage that would relult from 
ſuch an excluſive privilege with regard to the 
gum, but foreſaw many other important conſe- 
quences of an extenſive trade in a country, which, 

over and above the gum-ſenega, contains many va- 
habe articles, ſuch as gold duff, elephants teeth, 
| hides, cotton, bees-wax, ſlaves, oſtrich feathers, indi- 
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* The name the natives The Gum Coaſt, and called 
ve to that part of South in maps, The Sandy Deſart 
Barbe ry, known to merchants of Sara, and ſometnnes Za- 
and navigators by that of ra. 5 
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An.1758. go, ambergris, and civet. Elevated with the pro- 


Expedi- 


tion to 


Senegal. 


ſpect of an acquiſition ſo valuable to his country, 


this honeſt quaker was equally minute and indefa- 


tigable in his inquiries, touching the commerce of 


the coaſt, as well as the ſtrength and ſituation of 


the French ſettlements on the river Senegal; and, 
at his return to England, actually formed the plan 
of an expedition for the conqueſt of Fort Louis. 
This was preſented to the board of trade, by whom 
it was approved, after a ſevere examination: but it 
required the patriotic zeal, and invincible perſeve- 
rance of Mr. Cumming, to ſurmount a variety of 


obſtacles before it was adopted by the miniſtry; | 


and even then 1t was not executed in its full ex- 
tent. He was abridged of one large ſhip; and in 


lieu of fix hundred land-forces to be draughted 
from different regiments, which he in vain de- 


manded, firſt from the d— of C———, and af- 
terwards from lord L rr, the lords of the 


ad 
this ſervice. | 

After repeated ſollicitation he, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-ſeven, obtained 
an order, that the two annual ſhips bound to the 
coaſt of Guiney, ſhould be joined by a ſloop and 


two buſſes, and make an attempt upon the French 


ſettlement in the river Senegal. Theſe ſhips, how- 
ever, were detained by contrary winds, until the 
ſeaſon was too far advanced to admit a probability of 
ſucceſs, and therefore the deſign was poſtponed. In 
the beginning of the preſent year, Mr. Cumming 
being reinforced with the intereſt of a conſiderable 
merchant in the city, to whom he had commu- 


nicated the plan, renewed his application to the 


miniſtry, and they reſolved to hazard the enter- 
prize, 


y allotted two hundred marines only for 
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prize: wy ſmall ſquadron was equipped for this 


ee 


expedition, under the command of captain M larſn; 


having on board a body of marines, commanded 
by major Maſon, with a detachment of artillery, 
ten pieces of cannon, eight mortars, and: a conſi- 
derable quantity of warlike ſtores and ammuni- 
tion. Captain Walker was appointed engineer; 
and Mr. Cumming was concerned as a principal di- 
rector and promoter of the expedition *. This little 
armament failed in the beginning of March and 
in their paſſage touched at the iſland Teneriff, 
where, while the ſhips ſupplied themſelves with wine 
and water, Mr. Cumming proceeded in the Swan 
loop to Portenderrick, being charged with a letter 
of credence to his old friend the king of that coun- 
try, who had favoured him in his laſt viſit with an 
excluſive trade on that coaſt, by a formal charter, 
written in the. Arabic language; which charter is 
ſtill in his poſſeſſion. This prince was now up 
the country engaged in a war with his neighbours, 
called the Diable-Moors +; and the queen daw- 
ager, who remained at Forte nderrick, gave Mr. 


Sod 


about them. 


* On this occaſion Mr. 
Cumming may ſeem to have 
acted directly contrary to the 
tenets of his religious profeſ- 
ſion; but he ever declared to 
the miniſtry, that he was ful- 
ly perſuaded his ſchemes 
might be accompliſhed with- 


out the effuſion of human 


blood ; and thar if he thought 
otherwiſe, he -would by no 
means have concerned himſelf 
He alſo defired, 

let the conſequence be what 
it might, his brethren ſhould 


not be chargeable with what 


was his own fi ngle act. —f 


Numb. 16. 


it was the firſt military: ſcheme 
of any Quaker, let it be re- 
membered it was alſo the firſt 
ſucceſsful expedition of this 
war, and one of. the firſt that 
was ever Carried on according 
to the pacific ſyſtem of the 
Quakers; without the loſs of a 
drop of blood on either fide, 
+ This is the name by which 
the ſubjects of Legibelli dif- 


tinguiſh thoſe of Brackna, 
who inhabit the country far- 


ther up the river Senegal; and 
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are in conſtant alliance with 
the French, 
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The Eng- 
Kiſh troops 
intrench 
on the 


bank of 


the river. 


_ HISTORY or ENGLAND; 
Cumming to underſtand, that ſhe could not at pre: 


ſent ſpare any troops to join the Engliſh in their 


expedition againſt Senegal : but ſhe afored him, 
that ſhould the French be exterminated, ſhe ang 
her ſubjects would go thither and ſettle. In the 
mean time one of the chiefs, called Prince Amir, 
diſpatched a meſſenger to the king with advice of 
their arrival and deſign. He declared that he 
would, with all poſſible diligence, aſſemble three 
hundred warriors to join the Engliſn troops; and 


that, in his opinion, the king would reinforce them 


with a detachment from his : army. 


By this time captain Marſh, with the reſt of the 


armament, had arrived at Portenderrick, and fear- 
ing that the enemy might receive intimation of his 
deſign, reſolved to proceed on the expedition with- 
out waiting for the promiſed auxiliaries. On the 
twenty-ſecond day of April he weighed anchor; 
and next day at four o'clock diſcovered the French 
flag flying upon Fort Louis, ſituated in the 
midſt of a pretty confiderable town, which exhibit- 
ed a very agreeable appearance. The commodore 
having made prize of a Dutch ſhip richly loaden 
with gum, which lay at anchor without the bar, 
came to anchor in Senegal-road, at the mouth of 
the river; and here he perceived ſeveral armed 
floops which the enemy had detached to defend the 
paſſage of the bar, which is extremely dangerous. 
All the boats were employed in conveying the ſtores 
into the ſmall craft, while three of the loops con. 

tinued exchanging fire over a narrow tongue of 


land with the veſſels of the enemy, conſiſting of 


one brig and ſix armed ſloops, mounted with great 


guns and ſwivels. At length the channel being 
dil- 


GEORGE UH. 

diſcovered, and the wind, which generally blows 
down the river, chopping about, captain: Millar, of 
the London buſs, ſeized that opportunity; and paſſ- 
ing the bar with a flowing ſheet, dropped- aachor 
on the inſide, where he lay till night, expoſed to 
the whole fire of the enemy. Next day he was 
joined by the other fmall veſſels, and a regular en- 


gagement enſued. This was warmly maintained 


on both ſides, until the buſſes and one dogger run- 
ning aground, immediately bulged, and were fill- 
ed with water. Then the troops they contained 
took to their boats, and with ſome difficulty reach- 
ed the ſhore, where they formed in a body, and 
were ſoon. joined by their companions from the 
other veſſels; ſo that now the whole amounted to 
three hundred and ninety marines, beſides the de- 
tachment of artillery. As they laid their account 
with being attacked by the natives, who lined the 
ſhore at ſome diſtance, ſeemingly determined to 
oppoſe the deſcent, they forthwith threw up an in- 
trenchment, and began to diſembark the ſtores, 


great part of which lay under water. While they 


were employed in railing this occaſional defence, 
the negroes came in great numbers and ſubmitted ; 
and on the ſucceeding day they were reinforced by 
three hundred and fifty ſeamen, who paſſed the bar 
in loops, with their enſigns and colours flying. 
They had made no further progreſs in their ope- 
rations, when two French deputies arrived at the 
intrenchment, with propoſals for a capitulation 
from the governor of Fort Louis. After ſome he- 
ſitation captain Marſh and major Maſon agreed, 
That all the white people belonging to the French 
company at Senegal, ſhould be ſafely conducted to 
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The 


French 
governor 
of Fort 
Louis ca— 
pitulates. 
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An.1758. France in an Engliſh veſſel, without being deprived 
of their private effects, provided all the merchan- 
dize, and uncoined treaſure, ſhould be delivered up 

to the victors; and that all the forts, ſtore-houſes, 
| veſſels, arms, proviſions, and every article belong- 
| ing to the company .in that river, ſhould be put 
into the hands of the Engliſh immediately after the 
capitulation could be ſigned. They promiſed that 
the free natives living at Fort Louis, ſhould re- 
main in quiet poſſeſſion of their effects, and in the 
free exerciſe of their religion; and that all negroes, 
mulattoes, and others, who could prove them- 
ſelves free, ſhould have it in their option either to 
remain in the place, or remove to any other part 
of the country. The captains Campbell and 
Walker were immediately ſent up the river with a 
flag of truce, to ſee the articles ſigned and execu- 
ted; but they were ſo retarded by the rapidity of 
the ſtream, that they did not approach the fort 
till three in the morning. As ſoon as the day 
broke they hoiſted their flag, and rowed up to- 
wards a battery on a point of the iſland, where they 
lay upon their oars very near a full hour, beating 
the chamade; but no notice was taken of their 
approach. This reſerve appearing myſterious, they 
"retired down the river to their intrenchment, where 
they underſtood that the negroes on the iſland 
were in arms, and had blocked up the French in 
Fort Louis, reſolving to defend the place to the 
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* The victors, however, ſervice to the Engliſh mer- 
committed a very great miſ- chants, by informing them of 
take in allowing chem to car- the commodities, their value, 
ry off their books and ac- the proper ſeaſons, and methods 
compts, the peruſal of which of proſecuting trade. 
would have been of infinite 8 SE, 120 
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aft extremity, unleſs they ſhould be included in An. 1758. 


the capitulation. This intelligence was communi- 
cated in a ſecond letter from the governor, who 
likewiſe informed the Engliſh commander, that 
vnleſs. the French dire&or-general ſhould be per- 
mitted to remain with the natives as a ſurety for 


that article of the capitulation in which they were 


concerned, they would allow themſelves to be cut 
in pieces rather than ſubmit. 

This requeſt being granted, the Engliſh forces 
began their march to Fort Louis, accompanied by 
a number of long- boats, in which the artillery and 
ſtores had been embarked. The French, ſeeing 
them. advance, immediately ſtruck their flag; i 
major Maſon took poſſeſſion of the caſtle, where 
he found ninety-two pieces of cannon, with trea- 


The Eng- 
liſh forces 
take poſ- 
ſeflion of 
Senegal. 


ſure and merchandize to a conſiderable value. The 


corporation and burghers of the town of Senegal 
ſubmitted, and ſwore allegiance to his Britannic 
majeſty : the neighbouring princes, attended by 
numerous retinues, viſited the commander, and 
concluded treaties with the Engliſh nation; and 
the king of Portenderrick, or Legibelli, ſent an 
ambaſſador from his camp to major Maſon, with 
preſents, compliments of congratulation, and al- 
ſurances of friendſhip. The number of free inde- 
pendent Negroes and Mulattoes ſertled at Senegal 
amounted to three thouſand, and many of theſe 
enjoyed ſlaves and poſſeſſions of their own. The 
two French factories of Podore and Galam, the lat- 
ter ſituated nine hundred miles farther up tie river, 


were included in the capitulation; fo that Great Bri- 
tain, almoſt without ſtriking a blow, found herſelf 


poſſeſſed of a conqueſt, from which, with proper ma- 
nage- 
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nagement, 'ſhe may derive inconceivable riches, 
This important acquiſition being in a great mea- 
ſure, if not intirely, owing to the ſagacity, zeal, and 
indefatigable efforts of Mr. Cumming, who not on- 
ly formed the plan, and ſolicited the armament, but 
alſo attended the execution of it in perſon, at the 
hazard of his life, and to the interruption of his 
private concerns; thoſe who preſide at the helm of 
affairs, with ſuch reputation for candour and libe- 


rality, will no doubt conſider it as a point of con- 


Unſuc- 
ceſsful at- 
tempt up- 


on Goree. 


ſcience, not only to indemnify him for the time he 
has loſt, and the trouble he has taken, but even 
amply reward him, in proportion to the benefit 
which the nation will reap from his ſervice. 

Fort Louis being ſecured with an Engliſh garri- 
ſon, and fome armed veſſels left to guard the paſ- 
ſage of the bar, at the mouth of the river, the 
great ſhips proceeded to make an attempt upon 
the iſland of Goree, which lies at the diſtance of 
thirty leagues from Senegal. There the French 
company had conſiderable magazines and ware- 
houſes, and lodged the negro ſlaves until they 
could be ſhipped for the Weſt-Indies. If the ad. 
ditional force which Mr. Cumming propoſed for 
the conqueſt of this iſland had been added to the 
armament, in all probability the iſland would have 
been reduced; and in that caſe, the nation would 
have ſaved the conſiderable expence of a ſubſe- 
quent expedition againſt it, under the conduct of 
commodore Keppel. At preſent, the ſhips, by 
which Goree was attacked, were found unequal to 
the attempt, and it miſcarried accordingly; though 
the miſcarriage was attended with little or no da- 
mage to the aſſailants, 

| Scenes 
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Scenes of ſtill greater importance were acted in An. 1738. 
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North America, where, excluſive of the fleet and Expedi- 


marines, the government had aſſembled about fifty 
thouſand men, including two and twenty thouſand 
regular troops. The earl of Loudon having re- 
turned to England, the chief command in America 
devolved to major- general Abercrombie ; but as 
the objects of operation were various, the forces 
were divided into three detached bodies, under as 
many different commanders. About twelve thou- 
ſand were deſtined to undertake the ſiege of Louiſ- 
bourg, on the iſland of Cape Breton. The general 
himſelf reſerved near ſixteen thouſand for the re- 
duction of Crown Point, a fort ſituated on the lake 
Champlain: eight thouſand, under the conduct of 
brigadier-general Forbes, were allotted for the con- 
queſt of Fort du Queſne, which ſtood a great way 
to the ſouthward, near the river Ohio; and a con- 
ſiderable garriſon was left at Annapolis in Nova- 
Scotia. The reduction of Louiſbourg and the 
illand of Cape Breton, being an object of imme- 
diate conſideration, was undertaken with all poſſi- 
ble diſpatch. Major- general Amherſt being joined 
by admiral Boſcawen, with the fleet and forces 
from England, the whole armament, conſiſting of 
one hundred and fifry-ſeven ſail, took their depar- 
ture from the harbour of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, 
on the twenty- eighth of May; and on the ſecond 
day of June part of the tranſports anchored in the 
bay of Gabarus, about ſeven miles to the weſtward 
of Louiſbourg. The garriſon of this place, com- 
manded by the chevalier Drucour, conſiſted of 
two thouſand five hundred regular troops, three 
hundred militia, formed of the burghers, and 
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ie towards the end of the ſiege they were reinforced 


by three hundred and fifty Canadians, including 
threeſcore Indians. The harbour was ſecured by 
ſix * ſhips; of the line, and five frigates, three of 
which the enemy ſunk acroſs the harbour's mouth, 


in order to render it inacceſſible to the Engliſh 


ſhipping. The fortifications. were in bad repair, 
many parts of them crumbling down the covered 
way, and ſeveral baſtions expoſed in ſuch a man- 
ner as to be enfiladed by the beſiegers, and no 
part of the town ſecure from the effects of can- 


nbnading and bombardment. The Sovernor had 
taken all the precautions in his power to prevent a 


landing, by eftabliſhing a chain of poſts, that ex- 
tended two leagues and a half along the moſt ac- 
ceſſible pairs of the beach: intrenchments were 
thrown up, and batteries erected ; but there were 
ſome intermediate places which could not be pro- 
perly ſecured, and in one of theſe the _— | 


| e were diſembarkeed. 


The 
troops are 
diſem- 
barked. 


The diſpoſition being made for landing, a de- 
tachment; in ſeveral flops, under convoy, paſſed 


by the mouth of the harbour towards Lorembec, 


in order to draw the enemy's attention that way, 


while the landing ſhould really b e effected on the 
other ſide of the town. On the eighth day of June, 


the troops being aſſembled i in che boats before day- 


break, in three diviſions, ſeveral ſloops a and trigates, 


that were ſtationed along ſhore in the bay of Ga- 


barus, began to ſcour the beach with their ſhot; 
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»The Prudent, of ſeventy- faiſant, of ſixty- four guns each, 
four guns; the Entreprenant, the Apollo, of fifty guns; the 
of Jeventy- -four guns; the Ca- Chevre, Biche, Fidelle, Diana, 
8 — and Bien- and Eccho frigates. 


and 
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an hour, the boats, containing the diviſion on the 
left, were rowed towards the ſhore; under the com- 
mand of brigadier- general Wolfe, an accompliſhed 
officer, who, in the ſequel, diſplayed very extra- 
ordinary proofs of military genius. At the fame 
time the other two diviſions, on the right and in 
the centre, commanded by the brigadiers Whit⸗ 
more and Laurence, made a ſhew of landing, in 
order to divide and diftract the enemy. Notwith- 
ſtanding an imperuous forf, by which many' boats 
were overſet, and a very ſevere fire of cannon and 
muſketry from the enemies batteries, which did 
conſiderable execution, brigadier Wolfe purſued 
his point with admirable courage and deliberation. 
The ſoldiers leaped into the water with the moſt 
eager alacrity, and, gaining the ſhore, attacked the 
enemy in ſuch a manner, that in a few minutes 
they abandoned their works and artillery, and fled 
in the utmoſt confuſion. The other diviſions 
landed alſo; but not without an obſtinate oppoſi- 
tion: and the ſtores, with the artillery, being 
brought on ſhore, the town of Louiſbourg was for- 
mally inveſted. The difficulty of landing ſtores 
and implements in boiſterous weather, and the na- 
ture of the ground, which, being marſhy, was un- 
ſit for the conveyance of heavy cannon, retarded 
the operations of the ſiege; and Mr. Amherſt 
made his approaches with great circumſpection, 
ſecuring his camp with redoubts and epaulements 
from any attacks of Canadians, of which he ima- 
gined there was a conſiderable body behind him 
On the iſland, as well as from the fire of the French 


ſhip- 
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Ass. ſhipping in the harbour, which would otherwiſe 


Progreſs 


of the 
fiege of 
Louiſ- 
bourg. 


have annoyed him extremely in his advances. 
The governor of Louiſbourg having deſtroyed 
the grand battery, which was detached from the 


body of the place, and recalled his out- poſts, pre. 
pared for making a vigorous defence. A very ſe. 


vere fire, well directed, was maintained againſt the 


beſiegers and their work, from the town, the 


iſland battery, and the ſhips in the harbour ; and 
divers ſallies were made, though without much 
effect. In the mean time brigadier Wolfe, with 
a ſtrong detachment, had marched round the north- 


eaſt part of the harbour, and taken poſſeſſion of 


the Lighthouſe-point, where he erected ſeveral bat- 
teries againſt the ſhips and the iſland fortification, 
which laſt was ſoon filenced. On the nineteenth 
day of June the Eccho, a French frigate, was taken 
by the Engliſh cruiſers, after having eſcaped from 
the harbour : from the officers on board of this 
ſhip the admiral learned that the Bizarre, an- 


other frigate, had failed from thence on the day of 


the diſembarkation ; and the Comete had ſucceſs- 


fully followed her example. Beſides the regular 


approaches to the town, conducted by the engineers 
under the immediate command and inſpection of 


general Amherſt, divers batteries were raiſed by 
the detached corps under brigadier Wolfe, who 


exerted himſelf with amazing activity, and grievouſ- 
ly incommoded the enemy, both of the town and 
the ſhipping. On the twenty- firſt day of July the 


three great ſhips, the Entreprenant, Capricieux, 


and Celebre, were ſet on fire by the bomb-ſhells, 


and burned to aſhes ; ; ſo that none remained but 


the 
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che Prudent and Bienfaiſant, which the admiral 8 - 
undertook to deſtroy. For this purpoſe, in the 
night between the twenty-fifth and twenty-ſixth 
days of the month, the boats of the ſquadron were 
in two divifions detached i into the harbour, under 
the command of two young captains, Laforey and 


Balfour. They accordingly penetrated, in the 
dark, through a terrible fire of cannon and muſ- 
quetry, and boarded the enemy ſword. in hand. 
The Prudent, being aground, was ſet on fire, and 
deſtroyed 3 but the Bienfaiſant was towed out of 
the harbour in triumph. | 

In the proſecution of the ſiege the admiral and 
general co-operated with remarkable harmony; 
the former chearfully affiſting the latter with can- 
non, and other implements, with detachments of 
- marines to maintain poſts on ſhore, with parties of 
ſeamen to act as pioneers, and concur in working 
the guns and mortars. The fire of the town was 
managed with equal ſkill and activity, and kept 


up with great perſeverance ; until, at length, their 
ſhipping being all taken or deſtroyed, the“ caſerns 


ruined in the two principal baſtions, forty out of 
fifty-two pieces of cannon diſmounted, broke, or 
rendered unſerviceable, and divers practicable 
breaches effected, the governor, in a letter to Mr. 
Amherſt, propoſed a capitulation on the ſame ar- 


—_— 


. It may not be ami to demoliſhed by two or three 
obſerve, that a caſern, which ſhot from one of the Britiſh 
admiral K had built at an batteries; ; ſo admirably had 
enormous expence to the na- this piece of fortification been 
tion, while Louiſbourg remain- contrived and executed, under 
ed in the hands of the Eng- the eye of that profound engi- 
liſn in the laſt war, was, in the neer. | 
courſe of this ſiege, entirely | 


ticles 
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The go- 
vernor ca- 
pitulates. 
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Ki 138. ticles that were granted to the Engliſh at Port- 


mahon. In anſwer to this propoſal he was given 


to underſtand, that he and his garriſon muſt ſur- 


render themſ-lves priſoners of war, otherwiſe he 
might next morning expect a general aſſault by the 


ſhipping under admiral Boſcawen. The chevalier 


Drucour; piqued at the ſeverity of theſe terms, re- 
plied, that he would, rather than comply with them, 
ſtand an aſſault; but the commiſſary- general, and 
intendant of the colony, preſented a petition from 
the traders and inhabitants of the place, in conſe- 
quence of which he ſubmitted. On the twenty. 
ſeventh day of July three companies of grenadiers, 


ecommanded by major Farquhar, took poſſeſſion of 
the weſtern gate; and brigadier Whitmore was de. 


tached into the town, to ſce the garriſon lay down 
their arms and deliver up their colours on the el- 
planade, and to poſt the neceſſary guards on the 
79 * magazines, and ramparts. 


Thus, at the expence of about four hundred 


men killed or wounded, the Engliſh obtained pol- 


feſſion of the important iſland oft Cape Breton, and 


the ſtrong town of Loviſbourg, in which the vic- 
tors found two hundred and twenty-one pieces of 


cannon, with eighteen mortars, and a conſiderable 


quantity of ſtores and ammunition. The mer- 
chants and inhabitants were fent to France in Eng- 


Jiſh bottoms ; but the garriſon, together with the 


ſea-officers, marines, and mariners, amounting in 
all to five thouſand fix hundred and thirty-lcven 
priſoners, were tranſported to England. 

The loſs of Louiſbourg was the more ſeverely 


felt by the French king, as it had been attended 
with the deſtruction of ſo many conſiderable ſhips 


and 
/ 
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were immediately brought to England, in a veſſel 
diſpatched for that purpoſe, with captain Amherſt, 
brother to the commander; who was alſo intruſted 
with eleven pair of colours taken at Louiſpourg: 
theſe were, by his majeſty's orders, carried in 
pompous parade, eſcorted by detachments of horſe 
and foot - guards, with kettle- drums and trumpets; 


283 


and frigates. The particulars of this tranſaction An 758. 


Rejot- 
cings in 


England, 


from the palace. of Kenſington to St. Paul's cathe- 


dral, where they were depoſited as trophies, under 
a diſcharge. of cannon,” and other noiſy: expreſſion 
of triumph and exultation. Indeed, the public re- 
joicings for the conqueſt of Louiſbourg were dif- 
fuſed through every part of the Britiſh dominions, 
and addreſſes of congratulation were preſented to 
the king by a great number of flouriſhing towns 
and corporations. 

After the reduction of Cape- Breton, ſome ape 
were detached with a body of troops, under the 
command of lieut. col. lord Rollo, to take poſſeſſion 
of the ifland of St. John, which alſo lies in the gulph 
of St. Laurence, anJ, by its fertility in corn and cat- 
tle, had ſince the beginning of the war ſupplied 
Quebec with conſiderable quantities of proviſion. 
It was likewiſe the aſylum to which the French neu- 
trals of Annapolis fled for ſhelter, from the Eng- 
liſn government; and the retreat from whence 


they and the Indians uſed to make their ſudden ir- 


ruptions into Nova Scotia, Where they perpetrated 
the moſt inhuman barbarities on the defenceleſs 
ſubjects of Great Britain. The number of inha- 
bitants amounted to four thouſand one hun— 
dred, who ſubmitted, and. brought in their arms: 
then lord Rollo took poſſeſſion of the governor's 


Reduc- 
tion of 


St. John. 


quarters, 
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quarters, where he found ſeveral ſcalps of Engliſh. 
men, whom the ſavages had aſſaſſinated, in conſe. 


| quence of the. encouragement they received from 


their French patrons and allies, who gratify them 
with a certain premium for every ſcalp they pro- 


duce. The iſland was ſtocked with above ten 
1 thouſand head of black cattle, and ſome of the 
farmers raiſed each twelve hundred buſhels of corn 


Expedi- 
tion to 
Ticonde- 


roga. 


annually for the market of Quebec. 

The joy and ſatisfaction ailing from the con- 
queſt of Louiſbourg and St. John, was not a little 
checked by the diſaſter which befel the main body 
of the Britiſi forces in America, under the imme- 
diate conduct of general Abercrombie, who, as 
we have already obſerved, had propoſed the reduc- 
tion of the French forts on the lakes George and 
Champlain, as the chief objects of his enterprize; 


with a view to ſecure the frontier of the Britiſh co- 


lonies, and open a paſſage for the future conqueſts 


of Canada, In the beginning of July his forces, 
amounting to near ſeven thouſand regular troops, 
and ten thouſand provincials, embarked on the 
Lake George, in the neighbourhood of Lake 
Champlain, on board of nine hundred batteaus, 
and one hundred and thirty-five whale boats, with 
proviſion, artillery, and ammunition ; ſeveral 
pieces of cannon being mounted on rafts to cover 
the purpoſed landing, which was next day effected 
without oppoſition. The general's deſign was to 
inveſt Ticonderoga, a fort ſituated on a tongue of 
land, extending between Lake George and a nar- 
row gut that communicates with the Lake Cham- 
plain. This fortification was, on three ſides, ſur- 
rounded with water, and in front nature had ſe- 
cured it with a moraſs. The 


GEORGE H. 


gan their march to the enemy's advanced poſt, 
conſiſting of one battalion, encamped behind a 
breaſt- work of logs, which they now abandoned 


with precipitation, after having ſet them on fire 


and burned their tents and implements. The Bri- 
tiſh forces continued their march in the ſame order ; 
but the route lying through a thick wood that did 
not admit of any regular progreffion, or paſſage, 
and the guides proving extremely ignorant, the 
troops were bewildered, and the columns broken 
by falling in one upon another. Lord Howe be- 
ing advanced at the head of the right centre co- 
lumn, encountered a French detachment who had 
likewiſe loſt their way in the retreat from the ad- 
vanced poſt, and a warm ſkirmiſh enſuing, the 


enemy were routed with conſiderable loſs, a good 


number were killed, and one hundred and forty- 
eight taken priſoners, including five officers. This 
petty advantage was dearly, bought with the loſs of 
lord Howe, who fell in the beginning of the ac- 
tion, unſpeakably regretted as a young nobleman 
of the moſt promiſing talents, who had diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf in a peculiar manner by his courage, ac- 
tivity, and rigid obſervation of military diſcipline, 
and had acquired the efteem and affection of the 
ſoldiery by his generoſity, ſweetneſs of manners, 
and engaging addreſs. The general perceiving the 
troops were greatly fatigued and diſordered from 
want of reſt and refreſhment, thought it adviſeable 
to march back to the landing place, which they 
reached about eight in the morning. Then he de- 
tached lieutenant-colonel Bradſtreet, with one re- 
Cl Im 1 gu ar 


The Engliſh troops being diſembarked, were An. 1756. 
immediately formed into three columns, and be- Skirmiſh, 
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gular regiment, ſix companies of the royal Ames. 
ricans, with the batteau- men, and a body of ran · 
—5 to take poſſeſſion of a ſaw- mill in the neigh; 

2urhood of acer, which Fa enemy had 
abandoned. ; 


This poſt being ſecured, che 1 advanced 


again towards Ticonderoga, where he underſtood 
from the priſoners . the enemy had aſſembled eight 
battalions, with a body of Canadians and, Indians; 
amounting in all to fix thouſand. Theſe, they 


faid, being encamped before the fort, were em- 
ployed.i in making a formidable intrenchment, where 


they. intended to wait for a reinforcement of three 


thouſand. men;. who had been detached under the 


command of. M. de Levi, to-make a diverſion on 
the ſide of the Mohawk * river;- but upon intelli- 
gence of Mr. Abercrombie's approach, were now 
recalled for the defence of Ticonderoga, 
formation determined the Engliſh general to ſtrike, 
if poſſible, ſome decifive'blow before the junction 
could be effected. He, therefore, early next mora- 
ing, ſent his engineer acroſs the river on the 
oppokite fide of the fort, to reconnoitre the ene- 
my's intrenchments, and he reported, 
works being ſtill unfiniſhed, might be attempted 
with a good proſpect of ſucceſs. A diſpoſition was 
made accordingly for the attack, and after proper 
guards had been left at the faw-mill and the land- 
ing-place, the whole army was put in motion. 


This in- 


that the 


Am... 


— 


* This 1 intended to 


have made an irruption thro? 


the paſs of Oneida on the Mo- 
hawks river, but was recalled 
before he could execute this 
deſign. General Abercrombie 


1 , 
» * * 


afterwards ſent thither briga- 
dier Stanwix, with a conſi- 
derable body of Provincials; 
and this important paſs was 
ſecured by a fort built at that 
juncture. 


They 
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They advanced with great alacrity towards the in- 
trenchment, which, however, they found altoge- 
ther impracticable. The breaſt-work was raiſed 
eight feet high, and the ground before it covered 
with an abattis, or felled trees, with their boughs 
pointing outwards, and projecting in ſuch a man- 
ner as to render the intrenchment almoſt inacceſſi- 
ble. Notwithſtanding theſe diſcouraging difficul- 
ties, the Britiſn troops marched up to the aſſault 


with an undaunted reſolution, and ſuſtained a ter- 


rible fire without flinching. They endeavoured 
to cut their way through theſe embarraſſments 
with their ſwords, and ſome of them even mounted 
the parapet ; but the enemy were ſo well covered, 
that they could, deliberately, direct their fire with- 
out the. leaſt danger to themſelves : the carnage was 
therefore conſiderable, and the troops began to fall 
into confuſion, after ſeveral repeated attacks, which 
laſted above four hours, under the moſt diſadvan- 
tageous circumſtances. The general, by this time, 
jaw plainly that no hope of ſucceſs remained; and, 
in order to prevent a total defeat, took meaſures 
for the retreat of the army, which retired unmo- 
leſted to their former camp, with the loſs of about 
eighteen hundred men killed or wounded, including 
a great number of officets. Every corps of regu- 
lar troops behaved, on this unfortunate occaſion, 
with remarkable intrepidity ; but the greateſt loſs 
was ſuſtained by lord John Murray's Highland re- 
giment, of which above one half of the private 
men, and twenty-five officers, were either ſlain up- 
on the ſpor, or deſperately wounded. 

Mr. Abercrombie, unwilling to ſtay in the neigh- 


bourhood of the enemy, with forces which had re- 
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ceived ſuch a diſpiriting check, retired to his bat. 
teaus, and reimbarking the troops, returned to the 
camp at Lake George, from whence he had taken 


his departure. Cenſure, which always attends 


miſcarriage, did not ſpare the character of this 
commander: his attack was condemned as raſh, 
and his retreat as puſillanimous. In ſuch caſes al- 
Iowance muſt be made for the peeviſnneſs of diſap- 
pointment, and the clamour of connection. How 
far Mr. Abercrombie acquitted himſelf in the duty 
of a general, we ſhall not pretend to determine: 
but if he could depend upon the courage and diſ- 
cipline of his forces, he ſurely had nothing to fear 
after the action, from the attempts of the enemy, 
to whom he would have been ſuperior in number, 
even though they had been joined by the expected 
reinforcement : he might have therefore remained 
on the ſpot, in order to execute ſome other enter- 
prize when he ſhould be reinforced in his turn; 
for general Amherſt no ſooner heard of his diſaſter, 
than he returned with the troops from Cape Bre- 
ton to New England, after having left a ſtrong Sal. 
riſon in Louiſbourg. At the e, of ſix regi- 
ments he began his march to Albany, about the 
middle of September, in order to join the forces 
on the lake, that they might undertake ſome other 
ſervice before the ſeaſon ſhould be exhauſted. 

In the mean time general Abercrombie had de- 
tached lieutenant colonel Bradſtreet with a body of 
three thouſand men, chiefly Provincials, to exe- 
cute a plan which this officer had formed againit 
Cadaraqui, or Fort Frontenac, ſituated on the 

north ſide of the river St. Laurence, juſt where it 


takes its origin from the Lake Ontario. To the 
| ſide 


> A «+ OO -r vi 


GEORGE I 


fide of this lake he penetrated with his detach- An. 1758. 


ment, and embarking in ſome ſloops and batteaus, 
provided for the purpoſe, landed within a mile of 


Fort Frontenac, the garriſon of which, conſiſting of 


one hundred and ten men, with a few Indians, im- 
mediately ſurrendered at diſcretion, Conſidering 
the importance of this poſt, which, 1n a great mea- 
ſure, commanded the mouth of the river St. Lau- 
rence, and ſerved as a magazine to the more ſou- 
thera caſtles, the French general was inexcuſable 
for leaving it in ſuch a defenceleſs condition. The 
fortification itſelf was inconſiderable and ill con- 
trived : nevertheleſs, it contained ſixty pieces of 
cannon, ſixteen ſmall mortars, with an immenſe 
quantity of merchandiſe and proviſions, depoſited 
for the uſe of the French forces detached againſt 
brigadier Forbes, their weſtern garriſons, and In- 
dian allies, as well as for the ſubſiſtence of the corps 
commanded by Mr. de Levi, on his enterprize 
againſt the Mohawk river. Mr. Bradſtreet not 
only reduced the fort without bloodſhed, bur alſo 
made himſelf maſter of all the enemy's ſhipping 
on the lake, amounting to nine armed veſſels, ſome 
of which carried. eighteen guns. Two of theſe 
Mr. Bradſtreet conveyed to Oſwego, whither he re- 
turned with his troops, after he had deſtroyed Fort 
Frontenac, with all the artillery, ſtores, proviſion, 
and merchandize, which it contained. In conſe- 
quence of this exploit, the French troops to the 
ſouthward were expoſed to the hazard of ſtarving; 
but it is not eaſy to conceive the general's reaſon for 


giving orders to abandon and deſtroy a fort, which, 


if properly ſtrengthened and ſuſtained, might have 
rendered the Engliſh maſters of the Lake Ontario, 
T 2 and 
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and grievouſly harraſſed the enemy, both in their 


commerce and expeditions to the weſtward. In- 
deed, great part of the Indian trade centered at 
Frontenac, to which place the Indians annually re- 
paired from all parts of America, ſome of them at 
the diſtance of a thouſand miles, and here ex- 
changed their furs for European commodities. So 
much did the French traders excel the Engliſh in 
the art of conciliating the affection of thoſe ſavage 


tribes, that great part of them, in their yearly pro- 


greſs to this remote market, actually paſſed by the 
Britiſh ſettlement of Albany in New York, where 
they might have been ſupplied with what articles 
they wanted, much more . cheap than they could 
purchaſe them at Frontenac or Montreal : nay, the 
French traders uſed to furniſh themſelves with theſe 
very commodities from the merchants of New Tork, 
and found this traffic much more proficable than 


that of procuring the ſame articles from France, 
loaded with the expence of a tedious and danger- 


ous navigation, from the ſca to the fource of the 
river St. Laurence. | 

In all probability, the deſtruction of Frontenac 
facilitated the expedition againſt Fort du Queſne, 
intruſted to the conduct of brigadier Forbes, who, 
with his little army, began his march in the be- 
ginning of July from Philadelphia for the river 
Ohio, a prodigious tract of country very little 
known, - deſtitute of military roads, incumbered 
with mountains, moraſſes, and woods, that were 
almoſt impenetrable. It was not without incredi- 
ble exertion of induſtry, that he procured provi- 
ſions and carriages for this expedition, formed new 


roads, extended ſcouting parttes, ſecured 1 * 
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and ſurmounted many other difficulties in the courſe An. 1758. 
of his tedious march, during which he was allo 
harraſſed by ſmall detachments of the enemy's 
Indians. Having penetrated with the main body 
as far as Ray's-Town, at the diſtance of ninety 
miles from Fort du Queſne, and advanced colonel 
Bouquet, with two thouſand men, abour fifty. miles 
farther, to a place called Lyal-Henning, this officer 
detached major Grant, at the head of eight hun- 
dred men, to reconnoitre the fort and its outworks. 
The enemy perceiving him approach, ſent a body 
of troops againſt him, ſufficient to ſurround his 
whole detachment; a very ſevere action began, 
the Engliſh maintained it with their uſual courage 
for three hours againſt cruel odds, but at length, 
being overpowered by numbers, they were obliged 
to give way, and retired in diſorder to Lyal-Hen- 
ning, with the loſs of about three hundred men 
killed or taken, including major Grant, who was 
carried priſoner to Fort du Queſne, and nineteen 
officers. Notwithſtanding this mortifying check, 
brigadier Forbes advanced with the army, reſolv- 
ed to proſecute his operations with vigour; but 
the enemy dreading the proſpect of a ſiege, diſ- 
mantled and abandoned the fort, and retired down 
the river Ohio, to their ſettlements on the Miſſiſſip- 
pi. They quitted the fort on the twenty-fourth 
day of November, and next day it was poſſeſſed 
by the Britiſh forces. As for the Indians of this 
country, they ſeemed heartily to renounce their 
connections with France, and be perfectly recon- 
ciled to the government of his Britannic majeſty. 
Brigadier Forbes having repaired the fort, changed 
its name from Da Queſne to Pittſburgh, ſecured it 
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An.1758. with a garriſon of Provincials, and concluded tre. 


ties of friendſhip and alliance with the Indian tribes, 
Then he marched back to Philadelphia, and in his 


retreat built a blockhouſe, near Lyal-Henning, for 


the defence of Penſylvania: but he himſelf did not 
long ſurvive theſe tranſactions, his conſtitution 
having been exhauſted by the incredible fatigues 
of the ſervice. 

Thus have we given a particular detail of all the 
remarkable operations by which this campaign 
was- diſtinguiſhed on the continent of America; 
the reader will be convinced, that notwithſtand- 


ing the defeat at Ticonderoga, and the diſaſter 
of the advanced party in the neighbourhood of 


Fort du Queſne, the arms of Great Britain acquired 
many important advantages; and, indeed, payed 
the way for the reduction of Quebec, and conqueſt 
of all Canada, In the mean time, the admirals 
Boſcawen and Hardy, having left a conſiderable 


ſquadron at Halifax in Nova Scotia, returned with 


four ſhips of the line to England, where they. ar- 
rived in the beginning of November, after having 
given chace to fix large French ſhips, which they 
deſcried to the weitward of Scilly, but could not 
overtake or bring to an engagement. 

The conqueſt of the French ſettlements in the 
river Senegal being deemed imperfect and incom- 
pleat, while France ſtill kept poſſeſſion of the 
iſland of Goree, the miniſtry of Great Britain re- 
ſolved to crown the campaign in Africa with the 
reduction of that fortreſs. For this purpoſe com- 
modore Keppel, brother to the ear] of Albemarle, 
was veſted with the command of a ſquadron, con- 
fiſting of four ſhips of the line, ſeveral frigates, 
two 
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two bomb-ketches, and ſome tranſports, having An. 1758. 


on board ſeven hundred men of the regular troops, 
commanded by colanel Worge, and embarked in 
the harbour of Cork in Ireland, from whence this 


whole armament took their departure on the ele- 


venth day of November. After a tempeſtuous 
paſſage, in which they touched at the iſle of Tene- 
rife, they arrived at Goree in the latter end of 
December, and the commodore made a diſpoſition 
for attacking this iſland, which was remarkably 
ſtrong by nature, but very indifferently fortified. 
Goree is a ſmall barren iſland, extending about 
three quarters of a mile in length, of a triangular 
form; and on the ſouth-weſt fide riſing into a 
rocky hill, on which the paultry fort of St. Michael 
is ſituated. There is another, ſtill more inconſi- 
derable, called St. Francis, towards the other ex- 
tremity of the iſland; and ſeveral batteries were 
raiſed around its ſweep, mounted with about one 
hundred pieces of cannon and four mortars. The 
French governor, Mr. de St. Jean, had great plenty 
of ammunition, and his garriſon amounted ro about 
three hundred men, excluſive of as many negro in- 


| habitants. 


The flat-bottomed boats, for diſembarkiog the 
troops, being hoifted out, and diſpoſed along-ſide 
of the different tranſports, the commodore ſta- 
tioned his ſhips on the weſt fide of the iſland, and 
the engagement began with a ſhell from one of the 


| ketches, This was a ſignal for the great ſhips, 


which poured i in their broadſides without intermiſ- 
fion, and the fire was returned with equal vivacity 
. all the batteries of the iſland. In the courſe 


of the action the cannonading from the ſhips be- 
T 4 came 
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An. 1755. came ſo ſevere and terrible, that the French garri. 


ſon deſerted their quarters, in ſpite of all the efforts 
of the governor, who acquitted himſelf like a man 
of honour; but he was obliged to ſtrike his colours, 
and ſurrender at diſcretion, after a ſhort but warm 
diſpute, in which the lols of the Britiſh commodore 


did not exceed one hundred men killed and 


wounded, The ſucceſs of the day was the more 
extraordinary as the French garriſon had not loſt 
a man except one negro, killed by the burſting of 
a bomb-ſhell, and the number of their wounded 
was very inconſiderable. While the attack laſted, 
the oppolite ſhore of the continent was lined with 
a concourſe of negroes, aſſembled to view the com- 
bat, who expreſſed their ſentiments and ſurprize 
in loud clamour and uncouth geſticulations, and 
ſeemed to be impreſſed with awe and aſtoniſhment 
at the power and execution of the Britiſh ſquadron, 
The French colours being ſtruck, as a ſignal of 
ſubmiſſion, the commodore ſent. « detachment of 
marines on ſhore, who diſarmed the garriſon, and 
hoiſted the Britiſh flag upon the caſtle of St. Mi- 
chael. In the mean time the governor and the 
reſt of the priſoners were ſecured among the ſhip- 
ping. Thus the important iſland of Goree fell 
into the hands of the Engliſh, together with two 
trading veſſels, that chanced to be at anchor in the 
road ; and ſtores, money, and merchandize, to the 
value of twenty thouſand pounds. | 

Part of the troops being left in garriſon at Go- 
ree, under the command of major Newton, toge- 
ther with three floops for his ſervice, the ſquadron . 
being watered and refreſhed from the continent, 


that part of which 1s governed by one of the Jalof 


kings 


G E OR - G E It. 


kings and the priſoners, with their baggage, be- 
ing diſmiſſed in three cartel-ſhips to France ; the 
commodore ſet ſail for Senegal, and n Fort 
Louis with the reſt of the troops, under colonel 
Worge, who was at this juncture favoured with a 
viſit by the king of Legibelli : but very little pains 
were taken to diſmiſs this potentate in good hu- 
mour, or maintain the diſpoſition he profeſſed to 
favour the commerce of Great Britain. True it 1s, 
he was deſirous of engaging the Engliſh in his 
quarrels with ſome neighbouring nations; and 
ſuch engagements were cautiouſly and politically 
avoided, becauſe it was the intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain to be upon good terms with every African 


prince who can promote and extend the commerce 


of her ſubjects. 

Commodore Keppel having reduced Goree, and 
reinforced the garriſon of Senegal, returned to 
England, where all his ſhips arrived, after a very 


tempeſtuous voyage, in which the ſquadron had 


been diſperſed. 

This expedition, however ſucceſsful in the main, 
was attended with one misfortune ; namely, the 
loſs of the Litchfield ſhip of war, commanded by 
captain Barton, which, together with one tranſport 
and a bomb-tender, was wrecked on the coaſt of 
Barbary, about nine leagues to the northward. of 
Saffy, in the dominions of Morocco. One hun- 
dred and thirty men, including ſeveral officers, pe- 
iſhed on this occaſion ; but the captain and the 
reſt of the company, to the number of two hun- 
dred and twenty, made thift to reach the ſhore, 
where they ran the riſque of ſtarving, and were 
cruelly uſcd by the natives, although a treaty of 

| peace 
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peace at that time ſubſiſted between Great Britain 
and Morocco; nay, they were even enſlaved by the 


Emperor, who detained them in captivity until 


they were ranſomed by the Britiſh government: {6 


little dependence can be placed on the faith of ſuck 


Gallant 
exploit of 
captain 
Tyrrel. 


Barbarian princes, with whom it is even 2 diſgrace 
for any civilized nation to be in alliance, whatever 
commercial advantages might ariſe from the con- 


nexion. 
The incidents of the war that happened in the 


Weſt Indies, during theſe occurrences, may be re- 
duced to a ſmall compaſs. Nothing extraordinary 
was atchieved in the neighbourhood of Jamaica, 
where admiral Cotes commanded a ſmall ſquadron, 
from which he detached cruiſers occaſionally for 
the protection of the Britiſh commerce; and at 
Antigua the trade was effectually ſecured by the 
vigilance of captain Tyrrel, whoſe courage and 


activity were equal to his conduct and circumſpec- 
tion. In the month of March this gentleman, 


with his own ſhip the Buckingham, and the Cam- 
bridge, another of the line, demoliſhed a fort on 
the-iſland of Martinique, and deſtroyed four priva- 
teers riding under its protection: but his valour 
appeared much more conſpicuous in a ſubſequent 
engagement, which happened in the month of 


November. Being detached on a cruiſe in his own 


ſhip the Buckingham by commodore Moor, who 
commanded at the Leeward Iſlands, he fell in with 
the Weazle ſloop, commanded by captain Boles, 
between the iſlands of Montſerrat and Guadalupe, 
and immediately diſcovered a-fleet of nineteen fail, 
under convoy of a French ſhip of war carrying 


ſeventy-four cannon, and two large frigates. Cap- 
tain 
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tain Tyrrel immediately gave chace with all ine ſail An. 1758. 


he cquld carry; and the Weazle, running cloſe to 
the enemy, received a whole broadſide from the 
large ſhip, which, however, ſhe ſuſtained without 
much damage : nevertheleſs, Mr. Tyrrel ordered 
her commander to keep aloof, as he could not be 
ſuppoſed able to bear the ſhock of large metal, 
and he himſelf prepared for the engagement. The 
enemy's large ſhip the Floriſſant, though of much 
greater force than the Buckingham, inſtead of 
lying-to for his coming up, made a running fight 


with her ſtern-chace, while the two frigates an- 


noyed him in his courſe, ſometimes raking him 
fore and aft, and ſometimes lying on his quarter. 
At length he came along-tide of the Floriſſant, 
within piſtol-ſhot, and poured in a whole broad- 
fide, which did conſiderable execution. The ſa- 
Jutation was returned with equal vivacity, and a fu- 
rious engagement enſued, Captain Tyrrel was 
wounded in the face, and loſt three fingers of his 
right hand; ſo that, being intirely diſabled, he was 
obliged to delegate the command of the ſhip to 
his firſt lieutenant, Mr. Marſhal, who continued 
the battle with great gallantry until he loſt his life : 
then the charge devolved to the ſecond lieutenant, 
who acquitted himſelf with equal honour, and ſuſ- 
tained a deſperate fight againſt the three ſhips of 
the enemy. The officers and crew of the Buck- 
ingham exerted themſelves with equal vigour and 
deliberation ; and captain Troy, who commanded 
a detachment of marines on the poop, plied his 
{mall arms ſo effectually as to diive the French 
from their quarters. At length confuſion, terror, 
and uproar prevailing on board the Floriſſant, her 
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An.1758. firing ceaſed, and her colours were hauled down 


about the twilight: but her commander, per. 


ceiving that the Buckingham was too much da- 
maged in her rigging to purſue with any hope of 


ſucceſs, ordered all his ſails to be ſet, and fled in 


the dark with his two conſorts. Nothing but this 


circumſtance could have prevented a Britiſh ſhip of 


ſixty-five guns, indifferently manned, in reſpect to 
number, from taking a French ſhip of the line, 
mounted with ſeventy-four pieces of cannon, pro- 
vided with ſeven hundred men, and aſſiſted by 
two large frigates, one of thirty-eight guns, and 
the other wanting two of this number. The loſs 
of the Buckingham, in this action, did not exceed 


twenty men killed and wounded ; whereas the 


number of the ſlain on board the F loriflant did not 
fall ſhort of one hundred and eighty, and that of 


her wounded is ſaid to have exceeded three hun- 


dred. She was ſo diſabled in her hull, that ſhe 
could hardly be kept afloat until ſhe reached Mar- 
tinique, where ſhe was repaired ; and the largeſt 


frigate, together with the loſs of forty men, re- 


ceived ſuch damage as to be for ſome time quire 
unſerviceable. 

In the Eaſt Indies the tranſaQions of the war 
were chequered with a variety of ſucceſs; but, on 
the whale, the deſigns of the enemy were intirely 
defeated. The French king had ſent a conſider— 
able reinforcement to the Eaſt Indies, under the 
command of general Lally, an officer of [Iriſh ex- 
traction, together with ſuch a number of ſhips as 
rendered the ſquadron of Mr. d'Apchè ſuperior to 
that of Admiral Pocock, who had ſucceeded ad- 
miral Watſon, lately deceaſed, in the command of 


the | 
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the Engliſh ſquadron ſtationed on the coaſt of Co- 
romandel, which, in the beginning of this year, 
was reinforced from England with ſeveral ſhips, 
under the direction of commodore Stevens. Im- 
mediately after this junction, which was effected 
in the road of Madras on the twenty- fourth day 
of March, admiral Pocock, who had already ſig- 
nalized himſelf by his courage, vigilance, and con- 
duct, ſailed to windward, with a view to intercept 
the French ſquadron, of which he had received in- 
telligence. In two days he deſcried in the road of 
Fort St. David the enemy's fleet, conſiſting of nine 
ſhips, which immediately ſtood out to ſea, and 
formed the line of battle a-head. The admiral 
took the ſame precaution, and, bearing down upon 
Mr. d'Apche, the engagement began about three 
in the afternoon. The French commodore, having 
ſuſtained a warm action for about two hours, bore 
away with his whole fleet; and being joined by two 
ſhips, formed a line of battle again to leeward. 
Admiral Pocock's own ſhip, and ſome others, 
being greatly damaged in their maſts and rigging, 


two of his captains having miſbehaved in the ac- 


tion, and night coming on, he did not think it ad- 
viſeahle to purſue them with all the ſail he could 
carry; but nevertheleſs he followed them at a pro- 
per diſtance, ſtanding to the ſouth-weſt, in order to 
maintain the weather-gage, in caſe he ſhould be 
able to renew the action in the morning. In this 
expectation, however, he was diſappointed: the 
enemy ſhewed no lights, nor made any ſignals that 
could be obſerved; and in the morning not the 


leaſt veſtige of them appeared. Mr. Pocock, on 


the ſuppoſition that they had weathered him in 
| | | the 
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Ay. 1758. the night, endeavoured to work up after them to 


Fort St. 
David's 
taken by 
the 
French. 


windward ; but finding he loſt ground conſidera. 
bly, he dropped anchor about three leagues to the 
northward of Sadras, and received intelligence from 
the chief of that fertlement, that one of the largeſt 


French fhips having been diſabled in the engage. 
ment, was run aſhore to the ſouthward of Alem. 


parve, where their whole ſquadron lay at anchor, 
Such was the iſſue of the firſt action between the 
Engliſh and French ſquadrons in the Eaſt-Indies, 
which, over and above the loſs of a capital ſhip, is 
ſaid to have coſt the enemy about five hundred 
men, whereas the Britiſh admiral did not loſe one- 
fifth part of that number. Being diſſatisfied with 
the behaviour of three captains, he, on his return 


to Madraſs, appointed a court- martial to enquire 


into their conduct; two were diſmiſſed from that 
ſervice, and the third was ſentenced to loſe one 
year's rank as a poſt-captain. 

In the mean time Mr. Lally had diſembarked 
his troops at Pondicherry, and, taking the field, im- 
mediately inveſted the fort of St. David, while the 
ſquadron blocked it up by ſea; two Engliſh ſhips 
being at anchor in the road when the enemy ar- 


rived, their captains ſeeing no poſſibility of eſcap- 


ing, ran them on ſhore, ſet them on fire, and re- 


tired with their men into the fortreſs, which, how- 
ever, was in a few days ſurrendered. Admiral Po- 


cock having, to the beſt of his power, repaired his 


ſhattered ſhips, ſet fail again on the tenth of May, 
in order to attempt the relief of Fort St. David's; 
buc notwithſtanding his utmoſt endeavours, he 
could not reach it in time to be of any ſervice, On the 


* thirtieth day of the month he came in ſight of Pon- 
dicherry, 
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away early next morning; nor was it in his power 
to come up with them, though he made all poſſible 
efforts for that purpoſe. Then receiving intelli- 
gence that Fort St. David's was ſurrendered to the 
enemy, he returned again to Madraſs, in order to 
refreſh his ſquadron, On the twenty- fifth day of 
July, he failed a third time in queſt of Mr. d'Apche, 
and, in two days perceived his ſquadron, conſiſt- 
ing of eight ſhips of the line and a frigate, at an- 
chor in the road of Pondicherry. They no ſooner 
deſcried him advancing than they ſtood out. to ſea 
as before, and he continued to chace, in hope of 
bringing them to an engagement; but all his en- 
deavours proved fruitleſs till the third day of Auguſt, 
when having obtained the weather-gage, he bore 
down upon them in order of battle. The engage- 
ment began with great impetuoſity on both ſides, 
but in little more than ten minutes Mr. d'Apche 
ſet his foreſail and bore away, his whole ſquadron 
following his example, and maintaining a running 
fight in a very irregular line. The Britiſh admiral 
then hoiſted the ſignal for a general chace, which 
the enemy perceiving, thought proper to cut away 
their boats, and croud with all the fail they could 
carry. They eſcaped by favour of the night into 
the road of Pondicherry, and Mr. Pocock anchored 
with his ſquadron off Carical, a French ſettlement, 
having ti:us obtained an undiſputed victory, with 
the lois 07 thirty men killed, and one hundred and 
ſixteen wounded, including commodore Stevens 
and captain Martin, though their wounds were nox 
dangerous, The number of killed and wounded 
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on board of the French ſquadron, amounted; ac: 


cording to report, to five hundred and forty ; and 
their fleet was ſo much damaged, that in the be- 


ginning of September their commodore failed for 


the iſland of Bourbon, in the ſame latitude with 
Madagaſcar, in order to refit; thus leaving the 
command and ſovereignty of the Indian ſeas to the 
Engliſh admiral, whoſe fleet, from the beginning 
of this campaign, had been much inferior to the 
French ſquadron in number of ſhips and men, as 
well as in weight of metal. 

Mr. Lally having reduced Cudalore and Fort St, 
David's “, reſolved to extort a ſum of money from 


the king of Tanjour, on pretence that, in the laſt 


war, he had granted an obligation to the French go- 
vernor, for a certain ſum which had never been 
payed. Lally accordingly marched with a body of 
three thouſand men into the dominions of Tan- 
jour, and demanded ſeventy-two lack of rupees; 
This extravagant demand being rejected, he plun- 
dered Nagare, a trading town on the ſea-coaft, and 
afterwards inveſted the capital : but after he had 
proſecuted the ſiege until a breach was made, his 
proviſions and ammunition beginning to fail, ſe- 
veral vigorous fallies being made by the forces of 
the king of Tanjour, and the place well defended by 
European gunners, ſent from the Engliſh garriſon 


— 


— 


* Cudalore was in ſuch a 
defenceleſs condition, that it 
could make no reſiſtance; and 
there being no place 1n Fort 


St. David's bomb-proof, nor 


any proviſions or freſh water, 


the ifon ſurrendered in 
twelve days, on capitulation, 
after having ſuſtained a ſevere 
bombardment, 


at 
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it Trichenopoli, he found himſelf obliged to raiſe 
the ſiege, and retreat with precipitation, leaving his 
cannon behind. He arrived at Carical about the 
middle of Auguſt, and from thence retired to Pon- 
dicherry towards the end of September. He af- 
terwards cantoned his troops 1n the province of 
Arcot, entered the city without oppoſition, and be- 
gan to make preparations for the ſiege of Madraſs, 
which ſhall be recorded among the incidents of the 
ſucceeding year. In the mean time, the land- 
forces belonging to the Faſt India company were 
ſo much out-numbered by the reinforcements 
which arrived with Mr. Lally, that they could nor 
pretend to keep the field, but were obliged to re- 
main on the defenſive, and provide as well as they 
could for the ſecurity of Fort Sr. George, and the 
other ſettlements in that part of India. 

Having particularized the events of the war 
which diſtinguiſhed this year, in America, Africa, 
and Aſia, thoſe remote ſcenes in which the intereſt 
of Great Britain was immediately and intimately 


concerned, it now remains to record the incidents 


of the military operations in Germany, ſupported 
by Britiſh ſubſidies, and enforced by Britiſh troops, 
to favour the a— deſigns of an ally, from whoſe ſo- 
litary friend{hip the Britiſh nation, can never reap 
any ſolid benefit; and to defend a foreign el „in 
whoſe behalf ſhe had already laviſhed an immen- 
ſity of treaſure. Notwithſtanding the bloodſhed 
and ravages which had ſignalized the former cam- 
paign; the mutual loſſes of the belligerant pow- 
ers, the incredible expence of money, the difficulty 
of recruiting armies thinned by ſword and diſtem- 
per, the ſcarcity of forage and proviſion, the diſ- 
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4 1758. treſſes of Saxony in particular, and the calamities 
of war, which deſolated the greateſt part of the 
empire, no propolition of peace was hinted by ei- 
ther of the parties concerned, but the powers at 
variance ſeemed to be exaſperated againſt each 
other, with the molt implacable reſentment. Jar. 
ring intereſts were harmonized, old prejudices . 
rooted up, inveterate enemies aſſwaged, and even 
inconſiſtencies reconciled, in connecting the confe- 


deracy which was now formed and eſtabliſhed 

/ againſt the king of Pruſſia; and on the other 

hand, the k— of G— B ſeemed determined 
to employ the whole power and influence of his 
crown in {ſupporting this monarch. Yet the mem- 
bers of the grand confederacy were differently ac- ; 
tuated by Giſagreeable motives, which, in the ſe— F 
quel, operated for the preſcrvation of his Pruſſian 4 
majeſty, by preventing the full exertion of their f 
united ſtrength. The Emprefſs queen, over and 1 
above her deſire of retrieving Sileſia, which was " 
her primary aim, gave way to the ſuggeſtions of p 
perſonal hatred and revenge, to the gratification of 9 
which ſhe may be ſaid to have ſacrificed, in ſome 1 
meaſure, the intereſts of her family, as well as the 8 
repoſe of the empire, by admitting the natural oh 
enemies of her houle into the Auſtrian Nether- 65 
lands, and inviting them to invade the dominions 25 
of her co- eſtates with a formidable army. France, * 
true to her old political maxims, wiſhed to ſee the 8 
houſe of Auſtria weakened by the diviſions in the " 
empire, which ſhe accordingly fomented : for this Q 
reaſon it could not be her intereſt to effect the ruin fag 
of the houſe of Brandenburgh; and therefore ſhe Re: 
had, no doubt, ſet bounds to the proſecution of ber ¶ fe 


ſchemes 


GEORGE I 305 

ſchemes in concert with the court of Vienna: but n 
her deſigns againſt Hanover amounted to abſo- 
jute conqueſt: in purſuance of theſe, ſhe ſent an 
army of one hundred and twenty thouſand men 
acroſs the Rhine, inſtead of four and twenty thou- 
ſand which ſhe had engaged to furniſh by the ori- 
” ginal treaty with the Empref-queen of Hungary, 
who is ſaid to have ſhared in the ſpoils of the elec- 
torate. The Czarina, by co-operating with the houſes 
of Bourbon and Auſtria, gratified her perſonal 
diſguſt towards the Pruſſian monarch, augmented 
her finances by conſiderable ſubſidies from both, 
and perhaps amuſed herſelf with the hope of ob- 
taining an eſtabliſhment in the German empire : but 
whether ſhe wavered in her own ſentiments, or her 
miniſtry fluctuated between the promiſes cf France 
and the preſents of G— B n, certain it is, her 
forces had not acted with vigour in Pomerania; 
and her general Apraxin, inſtead of proſecuting his 
advantage, had retreated immediately after the 
Pruſſians miſcarried in their attack, He was in- 
deed diſgraced, and tried for having thus retired 
without orders: but in all probability this trial was 
no other than a farce, acted to amule the other 
confederates, while the empreſs of Ruſſia gained 
time to deliberate upon the offers that were made, 
and determine with regard to the advantages or diſ- 
advantages that might accrue to her from perſe- 
vering in the engagements which ſhe had con- 
tracted. As for the Swedes, although they had 
deen inſtigated to hoſtilities againſt Pruſſia, by the 
intrigues of France, and flattered with hopes of 
retrieving Pomerania, they proſecuted the war in 
ſuch a dilpirited and ineffectual manner, as plainly 

92 proved 
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proved that either the ancient valour of that people 
was extinct, or that the nation was not heartily 
engaged in the quarrel. . 
When the Ruſſian general Apraxin retreated 
from Pomerania, marechal Lehwald, who com. 
manded the Pruſſians in that country, was left at 
liberty to turn his arms againſt the Swedes, and 
accordingly drove them before him almoſt without 


oppoſition. By the beginning of January they had 


evacuated all the Pruſſian Pomerania, and Leh- 
wald invaded their dominions in his turn. He, in 
a little time, made himſelf maſter of all Swediſh Po- 
merania, except Stralſund and the iſle of Rugen, 
and poſſeſſed himſelf of ſeveral magazines which 
the enemy had erected. The Auſtrian army, after 
their defeat at Breſlau, had retired into Bohemia, 
where they were cantoned, the head-quarters be- 
ing fixed at Koningſgratz. The king of Pruſſia 
having cleared all his part of Sileſia, except the 
town of Schweidnitz, which he circumſcribed with a 
blockade, ſent detachments from his army cantoned 
in the neighbourhood of Breſlau, to penetrate into 


the Auſtrian or ſouthern part of Sileſia, where they 


ſurprized Troppau and Jaggornſdorf, while he 
himſelf remained at Breſlau, entertaining his offi- 
cers with concerts of muſick. Not that he ſuffered 
theſe amuſements to divert his attention from ſub- 
Jets of greater importance. He layed Swediſh 
Pomerania under contribution, and made a freſh 
demand of five hundred thouſand crowns from the 
electorate of Saxony. Having received intima- 
tion that the duke of Mecklenbourg was employed 
in providing magazines for the French army, he 
detached a body of troops into that country, who 


p not 
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derable contributions; and the duke retired to Lu- 
beck, attended by the French miniſter. The ſtates 
of Saxony having proved a little dilatory in obey- 
ing his Pruſſian majeſty's injunction, received a 
ſecond intimation, importing, that they ſhould 
levy and deliver, within a certain time, eighteen 
thouſand recruits for his army, pay into the hands 
of his commiſſary one year's revenue of the elec- 
torate in advance; and Leipzic was taxed with an 
extraordinary ſubſidy of eight hundred thouſand 
crowns, on pain of military execution, The ſtates 
were immediately convoked at Leipzic, in order to 
deliberate on theſe demands; and the city being 
unable to pay ſuch a conſiderable ſum, the Pruſ- 
ſian troops began to put the monarch's threats in 
execution. He juſtified theſe proceedings, by de- 
claring that the enemy had practiſed the ſame vio- 
lence and oppreflion on the territories of his allies; 
but how the practice of his declared enemies, in 
countries which they had invaded and ſubdued in 
the common courſe of war, ſhould juſtify him in 
pillaging and oppreſling a people, with whom nei- 
ther he nor his allies were at war, it is not eaſy to 
conceive, As little can we reconcile this conduct 
to the character of a prince, aſſuming the title of 
Protector of the Proteſtant religion, which is the 
eſtabliſhed faith among thoſe very Saxons, who 
were ſubjected to ſuch grievous impoſitions. Im- 
poſitions the more grievous and unmerited, as 
they had never taken any ſhare in the preſent war, 


bur cautiouſly. avoided every ſtep that might be 


conſtrued into provocation, ſince the king of P—a 
declared they might GY upon his protect on. 
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Before we proceed to enumerate the events of 
the campaign, it may be neceſſary to inform the 


the armies reader, that the forces brought into the field by 


on the 


Continent. 


the empreſs-queen of Hungary, and the ſtates of 


the Empire, the Czarina, the Kings of France and 


Sweden, fell very little ſhort of three hundred 
thouſand men; and all theſe were deſtined to act 


againſt the king of Pruſſia and the elector of Ha. 


nover. In oppoſition to this formidable confede- 
racy, his Pruſſian majeſty was, by the ſubſidy from 
England, the ſpoils of Saxony, and the revenues 
of Brandenbourg, enabled to maintain an army of 
one hundred and forty thouſand men; while the 
elector of Hanover aſſembled a body of ſixty thou- 
ſand men, compoſed of his own electoral troops, with 
the auxiliary mercenaries of Heſſe Caſſel, Bucke- 
bourg, Saxegotha, and Brunſwic Wolfembuttle, all 
of them maintained by the pay of Great Britain. At 
this juncture, indeed, there was no other fund for 
their ſubſiſtence, as the countries of Hanover and 


_ Heſſe were poſſeſſed by the enemy, and in the 


The 
French 
king 
changes 
the admi- 
nĩiſtration 
of Hano- 


ver. 


former the government was entirely changed. 

Ia the month of December, in the preceding 
year, a farmer of the revenues from Paris arrived 
at Hanover, where he eſtabliſhed his office, in 
order to act by virtue of powers from one John 
Faidy, to whom the French king granted the di- 


rection, receipt, and adminiſtration of all the duties 


and revenues of the electorate. This director was, 
by a decree of the council of ſtate, impowered to 
receive the revenues not only of Hanover, but allo 
of all other countries that ſhould be ſubjected to 


his moſt Chriſtiaa majeſty in the courſe of the 


campaign ; and to remove the receivers who had 
: been 
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deen empleyed in any part of the direction, receipt, 
and adminiſtration of the duties and revenues 
of Hanover, and appoint others in their room. 
The French king, by the ſame decree, ordained, 
that all perſons who had been intruſted under the 
preceding government with titles, papers, accounts, 
regiſters, or eſtimates, relating to the adminiſtra- 
tion of the revenues, ſhould communicate them to 
John Faidy, or his attornies; that the magiſtrates 
of the towns, diſtricts, and commonalties, as well 
as thoſe who directed the adminiſtration of particu- 
Jar ſtates and provinces, ſhould deliver to the ſaid: 
John Faidy, or his attornies, the produce of {ſix 
years of the duties and revenues belonging to the 
ſaid towns, diſtricts, and provinces, reckoning from 
the firſt of January in the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fifty-one, together with an authentic 
account of the ſums they had paid during that term 
to the preceding ſovereign, and of the charges ne- 
cefarily incurred. It appears, from the nature of 
this decree, which was dated on the eighteenth day 
of October, that immediately after the conventions 
of Cloſter-ſeven and Bremeworden *, the court of 
Verſailles had determined to change the govern- 
ment and ſyſtem of the electorate, contrary to an 
expreſs article of the capitulation granted to the 
city of Hanover, when it ſurrendered on the ninth 
day of Auguſt; and that the crown of France in- 
tended to take advantage of the ceſſation of arms, 


* Six days after the con- generals Sporcken and Ville- 
vention was ſigned at Cloſter- mur, relating to the releaſe 
ſeven, another act of accom- of priſoners, and ſome other 
modation was concluded at points omitted in the conven- 
Bremeworden, between the tion, 
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An. 1758. in ſeizing places and provinces which were not yet 
ſubdued ; for, by the decree abovementioned, the 
adminiſtration of John Faidy extended to the coun. 
tries which might hereafter be conquered. With 
what regard to juſtice, then, could the French go. 
verament charge the elector of Hanover with the 
infraction of articles? or what reſpect to good faith 
and humanity did the duke de Richelieu obſerve, in 
the order iſſued from Zell, towards the end of the 
year, importing, that as the treaty made with the 
country of Hanover had been rendered void by the 
violation of the articles ſigned at Cloſter- ſeven, all 
the effects belonging to the officers, or others, em- 
ployed in the Hanoverian army, ſhould be confil- 
cated for the ule of his moſt Chriſtian majeſty ? 
Play of = The landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, being deſirous of 
treaty be- 
tween the àverting a like ſtorm from his dominions, not only 
French promiſed to renounce all connexion with the kings 
king and of Great Britain and Pruſſia, bur even ſolicited the 
the land- i 
grave of Court of France to receive him among the number 
Heſſe of its dependants; for, on the eighteenth day of 
Caſſel. October, the miniſter of the duc de Deuxponts de- 
lIiivered at Verſailles, in the name of the landgrave, 
the plan of a treaty to be founded on the following 
conditions. The landgrave, after having expreſſed 
an ardent detire of attaching himſelf wholly to 
France, propoſed theſe articles: That he ſhould 
enter into no engagement againſt the king and his 
allies; and give no affiſtance, directly or indirectly, 
to the enemies of his majeſty and his allies : that 
he ſhould never give his vote, in the general or par- 
ticular aſſemblies of the Empire, againſt his majel- 
ty's intereſt; but, on the contrary, employ his in- 


tereſt, jointly with France, to quiet the troubles of 
| me 
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the Empire : that, for this end, his troops, which An. 1758. 


had ſerved in the Hanoverian army, ſhould engage 
in the ſervice of France, on condition that they 
ſhould not act in the preſent war againſt his Bri- 
tannic majeſty : that, immediately after the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty, his moſt Chriſtian majeſty 
ſhould reſtore the dominions of the landgrave in 
the ſame condition they were in-when ſubdued by 
the French forces : that theſe dominions ſhould be 
exempted from all further contributions, either in 
money, corn, forage, wood, or cattle, though al- 
ready impoſed on the ſubjects of Heſſe: and the 
French troops pay for all the proviſion with which 
they might be ſupplied ; in which caſe the land- 


grave ſhould exact no toll for warlike ſtores, provi- 


fions, or other articles of that nature, which'might 
paſs through his dominions : that the king of 
France ſhould guaranty all his eſtates, all the 
rights of the houſe of Heſſe Caſſel, particularly the 
act of aſſurance ſigned by his ſon, the hereditary 
prince, with regard to religion; uſe his intereſt 
with the Emperor, and the Empreſs-queen, that, 
in. conſideration of the immenſe loſſes and damages 
his moſt ſerene highneſs had ſuffered ſince the 
French invaded his country, and of the great ſums 
he ſhould loſe with England in arrears and ſubſi- 
dies by this accommodation, he might be excuſed 
trom furniſhing his contingent to the army of the 
Empire, as well as from paying the Roman months 
granted by the diet of the Empire; and if, in re- 
ſentment of this convention, the ſtates of his ſe— 
rene highneſs ſhould be attacked, his moſt Chriſtian 
majeſty ſhould afford the moſt ſpeedy and effectual 
ſuccours, 
Theſe 
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Remarks 
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Plan. 
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Theſe propoſals will ſpeak for themſelves to the 
reader's apprehenſion; and if he is not blinded 


by the darkeſt miſts of prejudice, exhibit a clear 


and diſtinct idea of a genuine G n ally. The 
] of H C | had been fed with the 
good things of England, even in time of peace, 
when his friendſhip could not avail, nor his aver- 
fion prejudice the intereſts of Great Britain: but 
he was retained in that ſeaſon of tranquillity as a 
friend on whoſe ſervices the molt implicit depen- 
dence might be placed in any future ſtorm or com- 
motion, How far he merited this confidence and 
favour, might have b-en determined by reflecting 
on his conduct during the laſt war: in the courſe 
of which his troops were hired to the king of 
Great Britain and his enemies alternately, as the 
ſcale of convenience happened to preponderate, 
Since the commencement of the prelent troubles, 
he had acted as a mercenary to Great Britain, al- 
though he was a principal in the diſpute, and ſtood 
connected with her deſigns by ſolemn treaty, as 
well as by all the ties of gratitude and honour : 
but now that the cauſe of Hanover ſeemed to be 
on the decline, and his own dominions had ſuffered 
by the fate of the war, he not only appeared willing 
to abandon his benefactor and ally, but even ſued 
to be inliſted in the ſervice of his adverſary. This 
intended defection was, however, prevented by a 
ſudden turn of fortune, which he could not poſſibly 
foreſee; and his troops continued to act | in con- 


junction with the Hanoverians. 


The landgrave of Heſſe Ca At] was not ſingvlar 
in making ſuch advances to the French . 


The duke of Brun! wic, ſtill more nearly connected 
with 
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GEORGE . 
with the king of Great Britain, uſed fuch uncom- 
mon expedition in detaching himſelf from the tot- 
tering fortune of Hanover, that, in ten days after 
the convention of Cloſter-ſeven, he had concluded 
a treaty with the courts of Vienna and Verſailles; 
ſo that the negotiation muſt have been begun be- 
fore that convention took place. On the twentieth 
day of September his miniſter at Vienna, by virtue 
of full powers from the duke of Brunſwic, accepted 
and ſigned the conditions which the French king 


and his Auſtrian ally thought proper to impoſe. 


Theſe imported, That his moſt Chriftian majefty 
ſhould keep poſſeſſion of the cities of Brunſwic and 
Wolfembuttle during the war, and make uſe of the 
artillery, arms, and military ſtores, depoſited 1n their 
arſenals : that the duke's forces, on their return 
from the camp of the duke of Cumberland, ſhould 
be diſbanded and diſarmed; and take an oath, that 
they ſhould not, during the preſent war, ſerv 

againſt the king or his allies: that the duke ſhould 
be permitted to maintain a battalion of foot, and 


two ſquadrons of horſe, for the guard of his perſon 


and caſtles; but the regulations made by the mare- 
chal Richelieu and the intendant of his army ſhould 
ſubſiſt on their preſent footing : that the duke 
ſhould furniſh his contingent in money and troops, 


agreeably to the laws of the Empire: that his 


forces ſhould immediately join thoſe which the Ger- 
manic body had aſſembled ; and that he ſhould 
order his miniſter at Ratiſbon to vote conformably 
to the reſolutions of the diet, approved and con- 
firmed. by the Emperor. In conſideration of all 
tneſe conceſſions, the duke was reſtored to the fa- 
your of the French king, who graciouſly promiſed 

| that 
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An.1758- that neither his revenues nor his treaſure ſhould be 

| touched, nor the adminiſtration of juſtice invaded, 

| 1 and that nothing further ſaould be demanded, but 
winter quarters for the regiments which ſhould paſs 

that ſeaſon in the country of Brunſwic. 
Hoy ſcrupulouſly ſoever the duke might have 
intended to obſerve the articles of this treaty, his 
intentions were fruſtrated by the conduct of his 
brother prince Ferdinand, who, being inveſted 
with the command of the Hanoverian army, and 
ordered to reſume the operations of war againſt the 
enemy, detained the troops of Brunſwic, as well as 
his nephew the hereditary prince, notwithſtanding 
the treaty which his brother had ſigned, and the 
injunctions which he had laid upon his ſon to quit 
the army, and make a tour to Holland. The duke 


7 


The 

duke's wrote an expoſtulatory letter to prince Ferdinand, 
expoſtu- pathetically complaining - that he had ſeduced his 
lation d hi ſi di i . 
with his troops, decoyed his ſon, and diſgraced his family; 
brother inſiſting upon the prince's purſuing his journey, as 
prince well as upon the return of the troops; and threaten- 
1 ing, in caſe of non-compliance, to uſe other means 


that ſhould be more effectual *. 
| Not- 


1 — 


* Tranſlation of the letter 
written by the duke of Brunſ- 
wic to his brother prince Fer- 
dinand. 

« SIR, 

«© I know you too well to 
doubt that the ſituation in 
which we ſtand at preſent, with 


reſpe& to each other, gives 


you abundance of uneaſineſs; 


nor will you doubt that it gives 


me equal concern : indeed it 
afflicts me greatly. Mean while 


I could never, my deareſt bro- 


ther, have believed that you 
would be the perſon who 
ſhould carry away from me my 
eldeſt ſon. I am exceedingly 
mortified to find myſelf under 
the hard neceſſity of telling you 
that this ſtep is corrtrary to the 
law of nations, and the con- 
ſtitutions of the Empire; and 
that, if you perſiſt in it, you 
will diſgrace your family, and 
bring a ſtain upon your coun- 

on try, 
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Notwithſtanding this warm remonſtrance, prince An.1758s 
Ferdinand adhered to his plan. 


He detained the 
troops, 


try, which you pretend to jerve. 
The hereditary prince, my ſon, 
was at Hamburgh by my or- 
der, and you have carried him 
to Stade. Could he diſtruſt his 
uncle, an uncle who hath 
done ſo much honour to his 
family? Could he believe that 
this uncle would deprive him 
of liberty, a liberty never re- 
fuſed to the loweſt officer? I 
ordered him to make a tour to 
Holland : 
officer have done as much ? 
Let us ſuppoſe, for a moment, 
that my troops, among whom 
he ſerved, were to have ſtayed 
with the Hanoverians, would 
it not have been ſtill in my 
power to give an officer leave 
of abſence, or even leave to 
teſign his commiſſion ? and 
would you hinder your bro- 
ther, the head of your family, 
and of ſuch a family as ours, 
to exerciſe this right with re- 
gard to a ſon, who is the here- 
ditary prince, of whoſe rights 
and prerogatives you cannot be 
ignorant? It is impoſſible you 
could have conceived ſuch de- 
ſigns, without the ſuggeſtion 
of others. Thoſe who did ſug- 
geſt them have trampled on 
the rights of nature, of na- 
tions, and of the princes of 
Germany : they have induced 
you to add to all theſe the 
moſt cruel inſult on a-brother 
whom you love, and who al- 
ways loved you with the warm- 
eſt affection. Would you have 


could not the loweſt 


your brother lay his juſt com- 
plaints againſt you before the 
whole Empire, and all Europe? 
Are not your proceedings with- 
out example? What is Ger- 
many become? What are its 
princes become, and our houſe 
in particular? Is it the intereſt 
of the two kings, the cauſe of 
your country, and my cauſe, 
that you pretend to ſupport? 
I repeat it, brother, that this 
deſign could never have been 
framed by you. I again com- 
mand my ſon to purſue his 
journey; and I = con- 
ceive you will give the leaſt 
obſtruction: if you ſhould 
(which I pray God avert) I ſo- 
lemnly declare, that I will not 
be conſtrained by ſuch mea- 
ſures, nor ſhall I ever forget 


what Iowe to myſelf. As to my 


troops, you may ſee what I 
have written on that head to 
the Hanoverian miniſtry, The 
duke of Cumberland, by the 
convention of Cloſter- ſeven, 
diſmiſſed them, and ſent them 
home : the ſaid miniſtry gave 
me notice of this convention, 
as a treaty by which I was 
bound. The march of the 
troops was ſettled; and an in- 
cident happening, they halted: 
that obſtacle being removed, 
they were to have continued 
their march. The court of 
Hanover will be no longer 
bound by the convention ; 
while I not only accepted it 
on their word, but have alſo, in 

conformity 
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An. 1758. troops, and the hereditary prince, who, being fond 
| of the ſervice, in a little time ſignalized himſclf 
by very extraordinary acts of bravery and conduct; 
and means were found to reconcile his father to 
meaſures that expreſly contradicted his engage- 

ments with the courts of Vienna and Verſailles, 
Decree of The defeat of the French army at Roſbach, and 
the Aulic the retreat of the Ruſſians from Pomerania, had 
AT intirely changed the face of affairs in the empire. 


againſt 
— 1" The French king was ſoon obliged to abandon his 


of MT conqueſts on that fide of the Rhine, and his threats 
1 ſounded no longer terrible in the ears of the Ha- 


noverian and Pruſſian allies. 
were the denunciations of the Emperor, who had, 


by a decree of the Aulic council, communicated 


to the diet certain mandates, iſſued in the month 
of Auguſt in the preceding year, on pain of the 
ban of the Empire, with avocatory letters annexed, 


againſt the king of Great Britain, elector of Hano. 


As little formidable 


conformity with their inſtrue- 
tions, negotiated at Verſailles, 
and at Vienna. After all theſe 
fteps, they would have me 
contradi® myſelf, break my 
word, and entirely ruin my 
eſtate, as weil as my honour. 
Did you ever know your bro- 
ther guilty of ſuch things ? 


True it is, I have, as you ſay, 


ſacrificed my ali; or rather, I 
have been ſacrificed. The on- 
ly thiog left me is my honour; 
and, in the unhappy contraſt 
of our ſituations, I lament 
both you and myſelf, that it 
ſhould be from you, my dear 


brother, I ſhould receive the 


cruel advice to give up my 
honour, I cannot liſten to it: 


I cannot recede from my pro. 
miſe. My troops, therefore, 
muſt return home, agreeably 
to what the duke of Cumber- 


land and the Hanoverian mi- 


niſtry ſtipulated with regard to 
me in the ſtrongeſt manner. I 
am afraid that the true circum- 
ſtances of things are concealed 
from you. Not to detain your 
expreſs too long, I ſhall ſend 
you, by the poſt, copies of all 
I have written to the Hanove- 
rian miniſtry. It will grieve 
your honeſt heart to read it. 


Jam, with an heart almoſt 


broken, yet full of tenderneſs 
for you, your, &c. 
Blanckenbourg, 
Nov. 27. 1729.” | 
ver; 
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ver, and the other princes acting in concert with An. 1738. 


the king of Pruſſia. 
The French court likewiſe oubliGied a virulent 


memorial, after the convention of Cloſter ſeven had 
been violated and ſet aſide, drawing an invidious 


parallel between the conduct of the French king 
and the proceedings of his Britannic majeſty; in 
which the latter is taxed with breach of faith, and 
almoſt every meanneſs that could ſtain the charac- 
ter of a monarch. In anſwer to the Emperor's de- 
cree, and this virulent charge, baron Gimmengen, 
the electoral miniſter of Brunſwic Lunenbourg, 
preſented to the diet, in November, a long memo- 
rial, recapitulating the important ſervices his ſove- 


reign had done the houſe of Auſtria, and the un- 


grateful returns he had reaped, in the queen's re- 
fuſing to aſſiſt him, when his domintons were threat- 
ened with an invaſion. He enumerated many in- 
ſtances in which ſne had aſſiſted, encouraged, and 
even joined the enemies of the electorate, in con- 
tempt of her former engagements, and directly 
contrary to the conſtitution of the empire. He 
refuted every article of the charge which the French 
court had brought againſt him in their virulent li- 
bel, retorted the imputations of perfidy and ambi- 
tion, and, with reſpect to France, juſtified every 
particular of his own conduct. 

While the French and Hanoverian armies re- 
mained in their winter quarters, the former at 
Zell, and the latter at Lunenbourg, divers petty en- 


terprizes were executed by detachments with va- 


rious ſucceſs, The Hanoverian general Juncheim, 
having taken poſt at Halberſtadt and Quedlim- 
burg, from whence he made excurſions even to the 


mw | gates 


Winter 
excur- 
ſions. 
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An. 1758. gates of Brunſwic, and kept the French army in 


cContinual alarm, he was viſited by a large body 
"of the enemy, who compelled him to retire to 


Ackerſleben, committed great exceſſes in the 


town of Halberſtadt and its neighbourhood, and 


carried off hoſtages for the payment of contribu. 
tions. General Hardenberg, another Hanoverian 
officer, having diſlodged the French detachments 
that occupied Burgh, Vogelſack, and Ritterhude, 
and cleared the whole territory of Bremen, in the 
month of January the duke of Broglio aſſembled 
a conſiderable corps of troops that were cantoned 
at Otterſburg, Rothenburg, and the adjacent 
country, and advancing to Bremen demanded ad- 
mittance, threatning, that in caſe of a refuſal, he 


would have recourſe to extremities, and puniſh the 
inhabitants. ſeverely, ſhould they make the leaſt 


oppoſition. When their deputies waited upon him, 


to defire a ſhort time for deliberation, he an- 
ſwered, Not a moment—the duke de Richeliev's 


orders are peremptory, and adinit of no delay.” 
He accordingly ordered the cannon to advance; 
the wall was ſcaled, and the gates would have 
been forced open, had not the magiſtrates, at the 
earneſt importunity of the people, reſolved to com- 
ply with his demand.. A ſecond deputation was 
immediately diſpatched to the duke of Broglio, ſig- 
nifying their compliance; and the gates being 
opened, he marched into the city at midnight, after 


having promiſed, upon his honour, that no attempt. 


ſhould be made to the prejudice of its rights and 
. E 0 * „ 
prerogatives, and no outrage offered to the privi- 


leges of the regency, to the liberty, religion, and 


commerce of the inhabitants. This conqueſt, 
5 how- 


GEORGE 1. '*% 

however, was of ſhort duration. Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwic being joined by a body of Pruſſian 
horſe, under the command of prince George of 
Holſtein-Gottorp, the. whole army was put in mo- 
tion, and advanced to the country of Bremen about 
the middle of February. The enemy were diſ- 


lodged from Rottenburg, Otterſburg, and Verden, 


and they abandoned the city of Bremen at the ap- 


proach of the Hanoverian general, who took poſ- 


ſeſſion of it without oppoſition. 

By this time the court of Verſailles, being diſſa- 
tisfied with the conduct of the duke de Richelieu, 
had recalled that general from Germany, where his 
place was ſupplied by the count de Clermont, to 
the general ſatisfaction of the army, as well as to 
the joy of the Hanoverian ſubjects, among whom 
Richelieu had committed many flagrant and inhu- 
man acts of rapine and oppreſſion. The new com- 
mander found his maſter's forces reduced to a de- 
plorable condition, by the accidents of war, and 
diſtemper ariſing from hard duty, ſevere weather, 
and the want of necelfirits, As he could not pre- 
tend, with ſuch a wretched remnant, to oppoſe the 
deſigns of prince Ferdinand in the field, or even 
maintain the footing which his predeceſfor had 
gained, he found himſelf under the neceſſity of re- 
tiring with all poſſible expedition towards the 
Rhine, As the allies advanced, his troops re- 
treated from their diſtant" quarters with ſuch pre 
cipitation, as to leave behind all their ſick, toge- 
ther with a great part of their baggage and artil- 
ery, beſides a great number of officers and ſol- 
diers, that fell into the hands of thoſe parties by 
whom they were purſued, | 


Numb, 17. w The 
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The inhabitants of Hanover, perceiving the 
French intended to abandon that city, were over— 
whelmed with the fear of being ſubjected to every 
ſpecies of violence and abuſe: but their apprehen- 
ſions were happily diſappointed by the honour and 
integrity of the duke de Randan, the French go- 
vernor, who not only took effectual meaſures for 
reſtraining the ſoldiers within the bounds of the 
molt rigid diſcipline and moderation, but likewiſe 
exhibited a noble proof of generolity, almoſt with- 
out example. Inſtead of deſtroying his magazine 
of proviſions, according to the uſual practice of 
war, he ordered the whole to be either ſold at a 
low price, or diſtributed among the poor of the 
city, who had been long expoſed to the horrors of 
famine : an act of godlike humanity, which ought 
to dignify the character of that worchy nobleman 
above all the titles that military fame can deſerve, 
or arbitrary monarchs beſtow. The regency of 
Hanover were ſo deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
his heroic behaviour on this occaſion, that they 
gratefully acknowledged it in a letter of thanks to 
him and the count de Clermont; and on the day 
of ſolemn thankſgiving to heaven, for their being 
delivered from their enemies,. the clergy in their 
Sermons did not fail to celebrate and extol the cha- 
rity and benevolence of the duke de Randan. 
Such glorious teſtimonies, even from enemies, 


muſt have afforded the moſt exquiſite pleaſure to 


a mind endued with ſenſibility and this, no doubt, 


may be termed one of the faireſt triumphs ot 
humanity. 


The two grand diviſions of the French army, 


quartered at Zell and Hanover, retired in good or- 
| | . a | der, 


GEORGE tf, 
der to Hamelen, where they collected all their 


troops, except thoſe that were left in Hoya, and 


about four thouſand men placed in garriſon at Min- 
den, to retard the operations of the combined army, 
Towards the latter end of February, prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunſwic, having received intelligence that 


the count de Chabot was poſted with a conſiderable 


body of troops at Hoya upon the Weſer, detached 
the hereditary prince of Brunſwic with four batta- 
lions, and ſome light troops and dragoons, to diſ- 
lodge them from that neighbourhood. This enter- 
prize was executed with the utmoſt 1ntrepidity. 
The hereditary prince paſſed the Weſer at Bremen 


with part of his detachment, while the reſt ad- 


vanced on this ſide of the river; and the enemy; 
being attacked in front and rear, were in a little 
time forced, and thrown into confuſion. The 
bridge being abandoned, and near ſeven hundred 
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prince of 
Brunſwic 
reduces 
Hoya and 
Minden. 


men taken priſoners, the count de Chabot threw 


himſelf with two battalions into the caſtle, where 


he reſolved to ſupport himſelf, in hope of being 


relieved. The regiment of Bretagne and ſome de- 
tachments of dragoons were actually on the march 
to his aſſiſtance. The hereditary prince being 
made acquainted with this circumſtance, being 
alſo deſtitute of heavy artillery to beſiege that place 


in form, and taking it for granted he ſhould not 


be able to maintain the poſt after ic might be taken, 


he liſtened to the terms of capitulation propoſed by 


the French general, whoſe garriſon was ſuffered to 
march out with the honours of war; but their can- 


non, ſtores, and ammunition, were ſurrendered to 


che victor. 
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veſted on the fifth day of March, and on the four- 


The 
French 


army re- 


treats to 


theRhine. 
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ſubſequent occaſions, ſhone with diſtinguiſhed! 
luſtre. He had no ſooner reduced Hoya, than he 


marched to the atrack of Minden, which he in- 


teenth the garriſon ſurrendered at diſcretion. 


After the reduction of this city, the combined 
army advanced towards Hamelen, where the French 


general had eſtabliſhed his head-quarters : but he 


abandoned them at the approach of the allies, and 


leaving behind all his ſick and wounded, with part 


of his magazines, retired without halting to Pader- 
born, and from thence to the Rhine, recalling in 
his march the troops that were in Embden, Caſſel, 


and the landgraviate of Heſſe, all which places 


were now evacuated. They were terribly harraſſed 


in their retreat by the Pruſſian! huſſars, and a body 


of light horſe, diſtinguiſhed by the name of Ha- 
noverian hunters, who took a great number of 
Priſoners, together with many baggage-waggons, | 


and ſome artillery. Such was the precipitation of 
the enemy's retreat, that they. could not find time 


to deſtroy all their magazines of proviſion and fo- 


rage; and even forgot to call in the garriſon of 
Vecht, a ſmall fortreſs in the neighbourhood of 
Diepholt, who were made priſoners of war, and 
here was found a complete train of battering can- 
non and mortars. 

The count de Clermont, We reached the 
banks of the Rhine, diſtributed his forces into 
quarters of cantonment in Weſel and the adjoin- 


ing country, while prince Ferdinand cantoned the 


allied army in the, biſhopric of Munſter : here, 
however, he did not long remain inactive. In the 


latter end of May he ordered a detachment to paſs 
2 che 
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the Rhine at Duyſburg, under the command of An.1758. 


colonel Scheither, who executed his order with- 


out lofs, defeated three battalions of the enemy, 
and took five pieces of cannon. In the beginning paſſes the 


of June the whole army -paſſed the Rhine, on a 
bridge conſtructed for the occaſion, defeated a 


body of French cavalry, and obtained divers other 


advantages in their march towards Weſel. Kai- 
ſerſworth was ſurprized, the greater part of the 
garriſon either killed or taken ; and prince Fer- 
dinand began to make preparations for the ſizge 
of Duſſeldorp. In the mean time the count de 
Clermont, being unable to ſtop the rapidity of his 
progreſs, was obliged to ſecure his troops with 
ſtrong intrenchments, until he ſhould be un; 
reinforced. 

The court of Verſailles, though equally morti- 
fed and confounded at the turn of their affairs in 
Germany, did not fit tamely and behold this re- 


They aſſembled a body of troops at Hanau, under 
the direction of the prince de Soubiſe, who, it was 
ſaid, had received orders to penetrate, by the way 
of Donawert, Ingoldſtadt, and Arnberg, into Bo- 
hemia. In the mean time, reinforcements daily 
arrived in the camp of the count de Clermont; 
and as repeated complaints had been made of the 
want of diſcipline and ſubordination in that army, 
meaſures were taken for reforming the troops by 
ſeverity and example. The marechal duke de 
Belleiſle, who now acted as ſecretary at war, with 
uncommon ability, wrote a letter, directed to all 
the colonels of infantry, threatning them, in the 
X 3 king's 


Prince 
Ferdi- 
nand 


Rhine. 


* 
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The 
French 


army re- 


; „ inforced. 
verſe; but exerted their uſual ſpirit and expedi- 


tion in retrieving the loſſes they had ſuſtained. 
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HISTORY gr ENGLAND, 
king's name, with the loſs of their regiments, 
ſnould they connive any longer at the ſcandalous 
practice of buying commiſſions: an abuſe which 
had crept into the ſervice under various pretexts, 


to the diſcourag-ment of merit, the relaxation of 


diſcipline, and the total extinction of laudable 
emulation. 
The prince of Clermont having quitted his 
ſtrong camp at Rhinefeldt, retired to Nuys, a little 
higher up the river, and detached a conſiderable 
corps, under the command of the count de St. Ger: 
main, to take poſt at Crevelt, ſituated in a plain 
between his army and the camp of the allies, which 
fronted the town of Meurs: after ſeveral motions 
on both ſides, prince Ferdinand reſolved to attack 


the enemy, and forthwith made a diſpoſition for 


this purpoſe. He aſſigned the command of the 
whole lefr wing, conliſting of eighteen battalions 
and twenty-eight ſquadrons, to lieutenant general 
Sporcken : the conduct of the right wing, com- 
poſed of ſixteen battalions and fourteen ſquadrons, 
was intruſted to the hereditary prince and major» 
general Wangenheim ; the ſquadrons, with the 


addition of two regiments of Pruſſian dragoons, 


were under the immediate direction of the prince 


of Holſtein, While the hereditary prince com- 
manded the infantry, The light troops, con- 


ſiſting of five ſquadrons. of huſſars, were divided 
between the prince of Holſtein and lieutenant-ge- 
neral Sporcken. Major Luckner's ſquadron; to- 
gether with Scheither's corps, were ordered to ob- 
ſerve the flank of the enemy's right, and with this 


view were poſted in the village of Papendeick ; 


and a battal: on of the troops of Wolfembuttle 
were 
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were left in the town of Hulſte, to cover the rear An 1758. | 
of the army. Prince Ferdinand's deſign was to 
attack the enemy on their left flank; but the exe- 
cution was rendered extremely difficult by the woods 
and ditches that embarraſſed the route, and the 
e numerous ditches that interſected this part of the 

country. | * 

$ On the twenty-third day of June, at four in the Their 0M 
| morning, the army began to move; the right ad- is 10 

4 vancing in two columns as far as St. Anthony, and Crevelt. 
the left marching up within half a league of Cre- 
| velt. The prince having viewed the poſition of the 
| enemy from the ſteeple of St. Anthony, procured 
guides, and having received all the neceſſary hints 

of information, proceeded to the right, 4n order to 

charge the enemy's left, flank by the villages of 

Worſt and Anrath ; but, in order to FMS their 

attention, and keep them in ſuſpence with reſpect 

to the nature of his principal attack, he directed 

the generals Sporcken and Oberg to advance againſt 

them by the way of Crevelt and St. Anthony, and, 

ia particular, to make the molt of their artillery, 
that, being employed in three different places at 

once, they might be prevented from ſending any 

reinforcement to the left, where the chief attack 

was intended. Theſe precautions being taken, 
prince Ferdinand putting himſelf at the head of 
the grenadiers of the right wing, continued his 

march in two columns to the village of Anrath, 

where he fell in with an advanced party of the 

French, which, after a few diſcharges of muſque- 

try, retired to their camp and gave the alarm. In 

the mean time both armies were drawn up in order 


ot battle ; the troops of the allies in the plain be- 
| X's tween 
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An. 1758. tween the villages of Anrath and Willich, Oppolite 


to the F rench forces, whoſe left was covered with 
a wood. The action began about one in the af. 
ternoon, with a ſevere cannonading on the Part 


of prince Ferdinand, which, though well ſupported, 


proved ineffectual in drawing the enemy from their 


cover: he therefore determined to diſlodge them 
from the wood by dint of ſmall. arms, The here. 


ditary prince immediately advanced with the whole 
front, and a very obſtinate action enſued. Mean 


while the cavalry on the right, in vain, attempted 
to penetrate the wood on the other ſide, where the 


enemy had raiſed two batteries, which were ſuſ— 
tained by forty ſquadrons of horſe. After a terri- 


ble fire had been maintained on both ſides till five 


in the afternoon, the grenadiers forced the intrench- 
ments in the wood, which were lined by the French 
infantry. Theſe giving way abandoned the wood 
in the utmoſt diſorder ; but the purſuit was check- 
ed by the conduct and reſolution of the enemy's 
cavalry, which, notwithſtanding a dreadful fire 
from the artillery of the allies, maintained their 
ground, and covered the foot in their retreat to 
Nuys. The ſucceſs of the day was, in a good 
meaſure, owing to the artillery on the lefc and in 
the centre, with which the generals Sporcken and 


Oberg had done great execution, and employed 


the attention of the enemy on that ſide, while 
prince Ferdinand proſecuted his attack on the 
other quarter. It muſt be owned, however, that 


their right wing and centre retired in great order to 


Nuys, though the left was defeated with the loſs 
of ſome ſtandards, colours, and pieces of cannon, 


and ſix thouſand men killed, wounded, or taken 


pri- 


\ 
( 
t 
{ 
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priſoners *. This victory, however, which coſt 
the allies about fifteen hundred men, was not at 
all deciſive in its conſequences; and, indeed, the 
plan ſeemed only calculated to diſplay the enter- 
priſing genius of the Hanoverian general. True 


zarding any ſtep for the relief of Duſſeldorp, which 
prince Ferdinand immediately inveſted, and, in a 
few days, reduced, the garriſon being allowed to 
march out with the honours of war, on condition 
that they ſhould not, for the ſpace of one year, 
carry arms againſt the allies. | 

It was at this period the count de Clermont re- 
ſigned his command, which was conferred upon 
Mr. de Contades, and the French army was conſi- 
derably reinforced. He even threatned to attack 
prince Ferdinand in his turn, and made ſome mo- 
tions with that deſign; but was prevented by the 
little” river Erff, behind which the prince reſolved 
to lie quiet until he ſhould be joined by the body 
of Britiſh troops, under the command of the duke 
of Marlborough, the firſt diviſion of which had juſt 
landed at Embden. He flattered himſelf that the 
prince of Yſenbourg, at the head of the Heſſian 
troops, would find employment for the prince de 
Soubiſe, who had marched from Hanau with a 


it is, the French army took refuge under the can- 
non of Celogne, where they remained without ha- 
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deſign to penetrate into the landgraviate of Heſſe 


* Among the French officers niſhed a ſhort life of honour in 
who loſt their lives in this en- the embrace of military glory, 
gagement, was the count de Gi- and fell pallantly fighting at 
lors, only ſon of the marechal the head of his own regiment, 
duke de Belleifle, and laſt hope to the inexpreſſible grief of 
of that illuſtrious family, a his aged father, and the uni- 
/oung nobleman of extraordi- verſal regret of his country. 
nary accompliſhments, who fi- | | 
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330 HISTORT or ENGLAND. 
An.1758. Caſſel: his vanguard had been already ſurpriſeq 
a and defeated by the militia of the country; and 
the prince of Yſenbourg was at the head of a con- 
fiderable body of regular forces, aſſembled to * 

poſe his further progreſs. 

The Prince Ferdinand therefore hoped, that the ope. 
g of rations of the French general would be effectualhy 
bourg deg impeded, until he himſelf, being joined by the Bri- 
feated by tiſh troops, ſhould be in a condition to paſs the 
the duke Meuſe, transfer the ſeat. of war into the enemy's 
tio? country, thus make a diverſion from the Rhine, and 
perhaps oblige the prince of Soubiſe to come to 
the aſſiſtance of the principal French army, com- 
manded by M. de Contades. He had formed a 
plan which would have anſwered theſe purpoſes ef- 
fectually, and, in execution of it, marched to Ru- 
remond on the Maeſe, when his meaſures were to- 
tally diſconcerted by a variety of incidents which 
he could not foreſee, The prince of Yſenbourg 
was, on the twenty-third day of July, defeated 
2 Sangarſhauſen by the duke de Broglio, whom the 


number of troops, greatly ſuperior to that which 
the Heſſian general commanded. The duke de 
Broglio, who commanded the corps that formed 
the vanguard of Soubiſe's army, having learned at 
Caſſel, that the Heſſian troops under the prince of 
Yſenbourg, were retiring towards Munden, he ad- 


eight thouſand men to the village of Sangarſhaulen, 
where he found them drawn up in order of battle; 
and forthwith made a diſpoſition for the attack. At 
firſt his cavalry were repulſed by the Heſſian horſe, 
which charged the French infantry, and were 
| broke 


prince de Soubiſe had detached againſt him with a | 


vanced, on the twenty-third of July, with a body of 
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broke in their turn. The Heſſians, though greatly 
inferior in number to the enemy, made a very ob- 
ſtinate reſiſtance, by favour of a rock in the Fulde 
that covered their right, and a wood by which their 
left was ſecured. T he diſpute was ſo obſtinate, 
that the enemy's left was obliged to give ground; 
but the duke of Broglio, ordering a freſh corps to 
advance, changed the fortune of the day. The 
Heſſians, overpowered by numbers, gave way 
part plunged into the river, where many periſhed, 


and part threw themſelves into the wood, through 
which they eſcaped from the purſuit of the huſſars, 


who took above two hundred ſoldiers and fifty offi- 
| * 8 

cers, including the count de Canitz, who was ſe— 
cond in command. They likewiſe found on the 
field of battle ſeven pieces of cannon, and eight 
at Munden : but the carnage was pretty conſider- 
able, and nearly equal on both ſides. The num- 
ber of the killed and wounded on the fide of the 
French, exceeded two thouſand ; the loſs of the 


Heſſians was not ſo great. The prince of Ylſen-. 
bourg having collected the remains of his little 


army took poſt at Eimbeck, where he ſoon was 
reinforced, and found himſelf at the head of 
twelve thouſand men: but in conſequence of this 
advantage, the enemy became maſters of the We- 
ſer, and opened to themſelves a free paſſage into 
Weſtphalia. | 


331 
An. 1758. ' 


The progreſs of prince Ferdinand upon the Prince 


Maeſe had been retarded by a long ſucceſſion of 


heavy rains, which broke up the roads, and render- 


ed the country impaſſable ; 2nd now the certain in- 
formation of this unlucky check, left him no al- 
Fernative but a battle or a retreat acroſs the 

Rhine; 


Ferdi- 
nand re- 
ſolves to 
retreat. 


. HISTORY os ENGLAND. 
An. 1758. Rhine: the firſt was carefully avoided by the ene. 
my 3. the latter reſolution, therefore, he found him. 
ſelf under a neceſſity to embrace. In his preſent 
poſition he was hampered by the French army on 
one wing, on the other by the fortreſs of Gueldre, 
the garriſon of which had been lately reinforced, 
as well as by divers other poſts, capable of obſtruct. 
ing the convoys and ſubſiſtence of the combined 
army: beſides, he had reaſon to apprehend, that 
the prince de Soubiſe would endeavour to intercept 
che Britiſh troops in their march from Embden. 
Induced by theſe conſiderations he determined to 
* repaſs the Rhine, after having offered battle to the 
enemy, and made ſeveral motions for that pur- 
poſe. Finding them averſe to an engagement, he 
made his diſpoſitions for forcing the ſtrong paſs of 
Wachtendonck, an ifland ſurrounded by the Niers, 
of very difficult approach, and ſituated exactly in 
his rout to the Rhine. This ſervice was performed 
by the hereditary prince of Brunſwic, who per- 
cclving the enemy had drawn up the bridge, 
| ruſhed into the river at the head of his grenadiers, 
who drove them away with their bayonets, and 
cleared the bridges for the paſſage of the army to- 
wards Rhinebergen. At this place prince Ferdi- 
nand received intelligence, that Mr. de Chevert, re- 
Nuted one of the beſt officers in the French ſervice, 
had paſſed the Lippe with fourteen battalions and 
ſeveral ſquadrons, to join the garriſon of Weſel, 
and fall upon lieutenant- general Imhoff, who com- 
— manded a detached corps of the combined army at 
b Meer, that he might be at hand to guard the. bridge 
| which the prince had thrown over the Rhine at 


Bees. His ſerene highneſs was extremely — 
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of ſending ſuccours to general Imhoff; but the 
troops were too much fatigued to begin another 


march before morning; and the Rhine had over- 


flowed its bank in ſuch a manner as to render the 
bridge at Rees impaſſable ; ſo that Mr. Imhoff was 
left ro the reſources of his own conduct, and the 
bravery of his troops, conſiſting of ſix battalions 
and four ſquadrons, already weakened by the ab- 
fence of different detachments, 

This generat having received advice on "el 
fourth of Auguſt, that the enemy intended to paſs 
the Lippe the ſame evening with a conſiderable 
train of artillery, in order to burn the bridge at 


Rees, decamped with a view to cover this place; 


and join two battalions which had paſſed the Rhine 
in boats, under the command of general Zaſtrow,, 
who reinforced him accordingly; but the enemy not 
appearing, he concluded the information was falſe, 
and reſolved to reſume his advantageous poſt ar 
Meer. Of this he had no fooner repoſſeſſed him- 
ſelf, than his advanced guards were engaged with 
the enemy, who marched to the attack from We 
fel, under the command of lieutenant general de 


Chevert, conſiſting of the whole corps intended 


for the ſiege of Duſſeldorp. Imhoff's front was 
covered by coppices and ditches, there being a 
riſing ground on his right, from whence he could 
alainly diſcern the whole force that advanced 
againſt him, together with the manner of their 
approach. Perceiving them engaged in that diffi- 
cujt graund, he poſted one regiment in a coppice, 
with orders to fall upon the lefc flank of the ene- 


my, which appeared quite uncovered ; and as ſoon 


as their fire began, advanced with the reſt of his 
"> 0 forces 
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forces to attack. them in front. The bayonet way 
uſed on this occaſion, and the charge given with 
ſoch impetuoſity and reſolution, that after a ſhort 
reſiſtance, the enemy fell into confuſion, and fled 
towards Weſel, leaving on the ſpot eleven pieces 
of cannon, with a great number of 'waggons and 
other carriages : beſides the killed and wounded, 
who amounted to a pretty conſiderable number, 
the victor took three hundred and fifty-four priſo- 


ners, including elzven officers; whereas, on his 


part, the victory was purchaſcd at a very ſmall e. ex · 
pence. 
Immedi lately after this action, general Wangen- 


heim paſſed the Rhine with ſeveral ſquadrons : and 


battalions to reinforce general Imhoff, and enable 


him to proſecute the advantage he had gained, 


while prince Ferdinand marched with the reſt of 
the army to Santen: from thence he proceeded to 


Rhineberg, where he intended to paſs; but the 


river had overflowed to ſuch a degree, that here, 
as well as at Rees, the ſhore was inacceſſible; ſo 
that he found it neceſſary to march farther down 
the river, and lay a bridge at Gtiethuyzen. The 


enemy had contrived four veſlels for the deſtruction 


of this bridge; but they were all taken before 


they could put the deſign in execution, and the 


whole army paſſed on the tenth day of Auguſt, 
without any loſs or further interruption. At 
the ſame time the prince withdrew his garriſon 
from Duſſeldorp, of which the French immedi- 


ately took poſſeſſion. Immediately after his paſſage 


he received a letter from the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, acquainting him, that the Britiſh troops 


had arrived at Lingen, in their route to Coesfeldt; 
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GEORGE II. 
to which place general Imhoff was ſent to receive 
them, with a ſtrong detachment : but, notwith- 
ſtanding this junction, the two armies on the Rhine 


were ſo equally matched, that no ſtroke of impor- 


rance was ſtruck on either ſide during the remain- 
ing part of the campaign. 


Mr. de Conrades, ſecing no proſpect of obtain- 


ing the leaſt advantage over prince Ferdinand, de- 
tached prince Xaverius of Saxony with a ſtrong 
reinforcement to the prince de Soubiſe, who had 
taken poſſeſſion of Gottingen, and ſeemed deter- 
mined to attack the prince of Yſenbourg at Eim- 
beck, That this officer might be able to give him 


a proper reception, prince Ferdinand detached ge- 


neral Oberg with ten thouſand men to Lipſtadt, 
from whence, ſhould occaſion require, they might 
continue their march, and join the Heſſians. The 


whole body, when thus reinforced, did not exceed 


twenty thouſand men, of whom general Oberg now 
aſſumed the command; whereas the troops of Sou- 
bile were increaſed to the number of thirty thou- 
land. The allies had taken poſt upon the river 


29S. - 
An. 1758. 


The corps 
comman- 
ded by 
general 
Oberg de- 
feated by 
the French 
at Land- 
wernha- 
gen. 


Fulde at Sanderſhauſen, where they hoped the 


French would attack them; but the deſign of Sou- 
biſe was firſt to diſlodge them from that ad- 


vantageous ſituation. With this view he made a 


motion, as if he had intended to turn the camp of 
the allies by the road of Munden. In order to 
prevent the execution of this ſuppoſed deſign, ge- 
neral Oberg decamped on the tenth of October, 
and, paſſing by the village of Landwernhagen, ad- 
vanced towards Luttenberg ; ; where, underſtand- 
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45. 5 58. the Fulde, and his left extending to a thicket Upon 


an eminence, where he planted five field- pieces. 
The cavalry ſupported the wings in a third line; 
the village of Luttenberg was in the rear, and 


four pieces of cannon were mounted on a riſing. 


ground that flanked this village. The French, 
having likewiſe paſſed Landwernhagen, poſted 


their left towards the Fulde, their right extending 
far beyond the left of the allies, and their front 


being ſtrengthened with above thirty pieces of can- 
non. At four in the afternoon the enemy began 
the battle with a ſevere cannonading, and at the 


ſame time the firſt line of their infantry attacked | 
major- general Zaſtrow, who was poſted on the left 


wing of the allies. This body of the French was 
repulſed ; but, in the ſame moment, a conſiderable 


line of cavalry advancing, charged the allies in 
front and flank, Theſe were ſupported by a freſh 


body of infantry with cannon, which, after a warm 
diſpute, obliged the confederates to give way; 
and general Oberg, in order to prevent a total de- 
feat, made a diſpoſition for a retreat, which was 
performed in tolerable order; not but that he ſut- 
fered greatly, in paſſing through a defile, from the 
fire of the enemy's cannon, which was brought up, 
and managed under the direction of the duke de 
Broglio. Having marched through Munden, by 


midnight, the retiring army lay till morning under 


arms in the little plain near Grupen, on the other 
fide of the Weſer; but at day- break proſecuted 
their march, after having withdrawn the garriſon 
from Munden, until they arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of Gunterſheim, where they encamped. 
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| In this engagement general Oberg loſt about An. 1758. 
Efreen hundred men, his artillery, baggage, and 
ammunition. He was obliged to abandon a ma- 
d carine of hay and ſtraw at Munden, and leave 
part of his wounded men in thar place to the hu- 
b, manity of the victor. But, after all, the French 


d general reaped very little advantage from his 
fy victory. 75 3 | 

At By this time prince Ferdinand had retired into 
n. Weſtphalia, and fixed his head- quarters at Mune 
in ſer, while Mr. Contades encamped near Ham up- 
he on the Lippe: fo that, although he had obliged 
d the French army to evacuate Hanover and Heſſe 
#1 in the beginning of the year, when they were 


weakened by death and diſtemper, and even driven 
them beyond the Rhine, where they ſuſtained a de- 
i feat; yet they were ſoon put in a condition to baffle 
n all his future endeavours, and penetrate again into 
* Weſtphalia, where they eſtabliſned their winter— 
quarters, extending themſelves in ſuch a manner, 
* as to command the whole courſe of the Rhine on 
as both ſides, while the allies were diſpoſed in the 
landgraviate of Heſſe - Caſſel, and in the biſhoprics 
of Munſter, Paderborn, and Hildeſheim. The 
Britiſh troops had joined them fo late in the ſeaſon, 
that they had no opportunity to ſignalize them- 
ſelves in the field; yet the fatigues of the cam- 
paign, which they ſeverely felt, proved fatal to 
their commander, the duke of Marlborough, who 
died of a dyſentery at Munſter, univerſally la. 
mented. | 
Having thus particularized the operations of the 
allied army ſince the commencement of the cam- 
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paign, we ſhall now endeavour to trace the ſteps 
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of the king of Pruſſia, from the period at which 
his army was afſembled for action. Having co]. 


lected his forces as ſoon as the ſeaſon would per- 


mit, he undertook the fiege of Schweidnitz in 
form on the twenty-firſt day of March; and car- 


"ried on his operations with ſuch vigour, that in 


thirteen days the garriſon ſurrendered themſelves 
priſoners of war, after having loſt one half of their 


number in the defence of the place. While one 


part of his troops were engaged in this ſervice, he 
himfelf at the head of another advanced to the 


_ eaſtern frontier of Bohemia, and fent a detachment 


as far as Trautenaw, garriſoned by a body of Au— 
ſtrians, who, after an obſtinate reſiſtance, abandoned 
the place, and retreated towards their grand army. 
By this ſucceſs he opened to himfelf a way into Bo- 
he mia, by which he poured in detachments of light 


troops, to raiſe contributions, and harraſs the out- 


oſts of the enemy. At the ſame time the Baron 
de la Mothe Fouquet marched with another body 
againſt the Auſtrian general Jahnus, poſted in the 
county of Glatz, whom he obliged to abandon all 
the poſts he occupied in that country, and purſued 


as far as Nachod, within twenty mites of Koninſ- 
gratz, where the grand Auſtrian army was en- 


camped, under the command of marechal Daun, 
who had lately arrived from Vienna “. 


* At this juncture the Pruſ- thouſand tents, and other field- 
fan commandant of Dreſden, utenfils. Theſe had been here 
being admitted into the Japan conceated when the Pruflians 
palace, to ſee the curious por- firſt took poſſeſſion of the city: 
celain with which it 18 adorn- they were immediately ſeized 
ed, perceived a door built up; by the commandant, and diſ- 
and ordering the paſſage to be tributed among the troops of 
cpened, entered a large apart- prince Henry's army. 
went, where he found three 
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Over and above theſe excurſions, the king or- 
dered a body of thirty thouſand men to be aſſem- 
bled, to act under the- command of his brother 
prince Henry, an accompliſhed warrior, againſt 


the army of the Empire, which the prince of 


Deuxponts. with great difficulty, made ſhift to 
form again near Bamberg in Franconia. 

The king of Pruſſia, whoſe deſigns were per- 
haps even greater than he cared to own, reſolved to 
ſhift the theatre of the war, and penetrate into 
Moravia, a fertile country, which had hitherto 
been kept ſacred from ravage and contribution. 
Having formed an army of fifty thouſand choice 
troops, near Nieſs in Sileſia, he divided them into 
three columns; the firſt commanded by marechal 
Keith, the ſecond by himſelf in perſon, and the 
third conducted by prince Maurice of Anhalt Def- 
ſau. In the latter end of April they began their 
march towards Moravia; and general de la Ville, 
who commanded a body of troops in that country, 
retired as they advanced, after having thrown a 
ſtrong reinforcement into Olmutz, which the king 
was determined to beſiege. Had he paſſed by this 
fortreſs, which was ſtrongly fortified, and well pro- 
vided for a vigorous detence, he might have ad- 
vanced to the gates of Vienna, and reduced the 
Emperor to the neceſlity of ſuing for peace on his 
own terms; but, it ſeems, he was unwilling to de- 
viate ſo far from the common maxims of war as to 
leave a fortified place in his rear; and therefore he 


determined to make himſelf maſter of is before he 
ſhould proceed. For this purpoſe it was imme- 
diately inveſted, orders were iſſued to haſten up 
the heavy artillery, and marechal Keith was ap- 
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pointed to ſuperintend and direct the operations of 


the fiege. 
Mean while the Auſtrian commander, count 


Daun, being informed of his Pruſſian majeſty's 


motions and deſtgn, quitted his camp at Leuto- 
myſſel in Bohemia, and entered Moravia by the 
way of Billa. Being ſtill too weak to encounter 


the Pruſſians in the field, he extended his troops in 


the neighbourhood of the King's army, between 
Gewitz and Littau, in a mountainous fituation, 


where he ran little or no riſque of being attacked. 


Here he remained for ſome time in quiet, with the 
fertile country of Bohemia in his rear, from whence 


he drew plentiful ſupplies, and received daily rein- 


forcements. His ſcheme was to relieve the be- 
ſieged occaſionally, to harraſs the beſiegers, and 
to intercept their convoys from Sileſia; and this 
ſcheme ſucceeded to his wiſh, Olmutz is ſo exten- 
five in its works, and fo peculiarly ſituated on the 
river Moravia, that it. could not be completely in- 
veſted without weakening the poſts of the beſieging 
army, by extending them to a prodigious circuit; 
ſo that, in ſome parts, they were eaſily forced by 
detachments in the night, who fell upon them ſud- 
denly, and ſeldom failed to introduce into the 
place ſupplies of men, proviſion, and ammunition, 
The forage in the neighbourhood of the city having 
been previouſly deſtroyed, the Pruffian horſe were 


obliged to make excurſions at a great diſtance, con- 


tequently expoled to fatigue and liable to ſurpriſe; 
and, in a word, the Pruffians were not very expert 
in the art of town- taking. 

Count Daun · knew how to take advantage of theſe 


circumſtances; without hazarding a battle, to which 
tne 
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the king provoked him in vain. While the garri- An. 1758, 
ſon made repeated fallies to retard the operations The king 


of the beſieged, the Auſtrian general harraſſed 
their foraging parties, f fell upon different quarters 
of their army in the night, and kept them in con- 
tinual alarm. Nevertheleſs, the king finiſhed his 
firſt parallel; and proceeded with ſuch vigour as 
ſeemed to promiſe a ſpeedy reduction of the place, 
when his deſign was entirely fruſtrated by one un- 
toward incident. Marechal Daun, having received 
intelligence that a large convoy had let out from Si- 
leſia for the Pruſſian camp, reſolved to ſeize this op- 
portunity of compelling the king to deſiſt from his 
enterpriſe, He ſent general Jahnus with a ſtrong 
body of troops towards Bahrn, and another detach- 
ment to Stadtoliebe, with inſtructions to attack 
the convoy on different ſides ; while he himſelf 
advanced towards the beſiegers, as if he intended 


to give them battle. The king of Pruſſia, far 


from deing deceived by this feiut, began from the 


motion of. the Auſtrian general to ſuſpect his real 


ſcheme, and immediately diſpatched general Zie- 
then with a ſtrong reinforcement to protect the 
convoy, which was eſcorted by eight battalions, and 

about four thouſand men who had been ſick and 
| were juſt recovered. Before this officer joined them, 
the convoy had been attacked on the twenty- eighth 
day of June; but the aſſailants were repulſed with 
conſiderable loſs. Marechal Daun, however, took 
care that they ſhould be, immediately reinforced ; 
and next day the attack was renewed with much 
greater effect. Four hundred waggons, guarded 
by four battalions, and about one thouſand troopers, 


had juſt paſſed the de files of Domſtadt, whea the 
x 3 Au- 


of Pruſſia 
obliged to 
raiſe the 
ſiege of 
Olmutz, 
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An. 1758. Auſtrians charged them furiouſly on every ſide: 

the communication between the head and the reſt 

of the convoy was cut off; and general Zeithen, 

after having exerted all his efforts for its preſerva- 

tion, being obliged to abandon the waggons, 

retired to Troppav. Thus the whole convoy fell 

into the hands of the enemy, who took above ſix 

hundred priſoners, together with general Putkam- 

mer; and the king of Pruſſia was obliged to te- 
linquiſh his enterprize. 

He retires This was a mortifying neceſſity to a prince of 

en f his high ſpirit, at the time when he ſaw himſelf on 

the eve of reducing the place, notwithſtanding 

the gallant defence which had been made by ge- 

neral Marſhal the governor. Nothing now re- 

mained but to raiſe the ſiege, and retire without 

loſs in the face of a vigilant enemy, prepared to 

ſeize every opportunity of advantage: a taſk which 

how hard ſoever it may appear, he performed with 

equal dexterity and ſucceſs. Inſtead of retiring 

into Sileſia, he reſolved to avert the war from his 

own dominions, and take the route of Bohemia, 

the frontiers of which were left uncovered by 

marechal Daun's laſt motion, when he advanced his 

quarters to Poſnitz, in order to ſuccour Olmutz 

the more effectually. After the king had taken 

his meaſures, he carefully concealed his deſign 

from the enemy, and, notwithſtanding the loſs of 

his convoy, proſecuted the operations cf the fiege 

with redoubled vigour, till the firſt day of July, 


= -- march ro Bohemia. He himſelf, with one diviſion, 
took the road of Konitz; and marechal Keith 
having brought away all the artillery, except four 
mor- 


when he decamped in the night, and began his 
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mortars, and one difabled cannon, purſued his An. 1758. 


march by the way of Littau to Muglitz and Tribau. 
Although his Pruffian majeſty had gained an en- 
tire march upon the Auſtrians, their light troops, 
commanded by the generals Buccow and Lau- 
dohn, did not fail to attend and harraſs his army 
in their retreat; but their endeavours were in a 


oreat meaſure fruſtrated by the conduct and cir- 


cumſpection of the Pruſſian commanders. After 
the rear of the army had paſſed the defiles of Kre- 
nav, general Laſci, who was poſted at Gibau with 
a large body of Auſtrian troops, occupied the vil- 
lage of Krenau with a detachment of grenadiers, 
who were ſoon diſlodged ; and the Pruſſians purſued 
their march by Zwittau to Leutomyſſel, where 
they ſeized a magazine of meal and forage. In the 
mean time, general de Retzew, who conducted 
the proviſions and artillery, found the hills of Hol- 
litz poſſeſſed by the enemy, who cannonaded him 
as he advanced; but marechal Keith coming up, 


ordered them to be attacked in the rear, and they 


fled into a wood with precipitation, with the loſs 
of ſix officers and three hundred men, who were 
taken priſoners. While the marechal was thus em- 
ployed, the king proceeded from Leutomyflel, to 
Koninſgratz, where general Buccow, who had 
got the ſtart of him, was poſted with ſeven thau- 
ſand men behind the Elbe, and in the intrench- 
ments which they had thrown up all round the city. 
The Pruſſian troops as they artived paſſed over the 
little river Adler, and as the enemy had broken 
down the bridges over the Elbe, the king ordered 
them to be repaired with all expedition, being de- 
termined to attack the Auſtrian intrenchments: 
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An. 1758. but general Buccow did not wait for his approach. 


He abandoned his intrenchments, and retired with 
his troops to Clumetz; fo that the king took po. 
ſeſſion of the moſt important poſt of Koninigratz 
without farther oppoſition. An Avflirian corps 
having taken poſt between him and Hollitz, in 


order to obſtruct the march of the artillery, he 


advanced againſt them in perſon, and having 
driven them from the place, all his cannon, mili- 
tary ftores, proviſion, with fifteen hundred fick 


and wounded men, arrived in ſafety at Koninſ- 


gratz, where the whole army encamped. His in- 
tention was to transfer the ſeat of war from Mora- 
via to Bohemia, where he ſhould be able to main- 
tain a more eaſy communication with his own do- 
minions : but a more powerful motive ſoon obliged 
him to change his reſolution. 

After the Ruſſian troops under Apraxin had re- 
treated from Pomerania in the courſe of the pre- 
ceding year, and the czarina ſeemed ready to 
change her ſyſtem, the courts of Vienna and Ver— 
ſailes had, by dint of ſubſidies, promiſes, preſents, 


and iatrigues, attached her in all appearance more 


firmly than ever to the confederacy, and even in- 
duced her to augment the number of troops del- 
tined to act againſt the Pruſſian monarch. She 


not only figned her acceſſion in form to the qua- 


d:uple alliance with the empreſs-queen and the 
k:ngs of France and Sweden ; but, in order, to ma- 
nifett ber zeal for the common cauſe, ſhe diſgraced 
her chancellor count Beſtuchef, who was ſuppoſed 
averſe to the war; ſhe divided her troops into 
ſeparate bodies, under the command of the gene- 
rals Fermer and Brown, and ord:red them to pat 
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their troops in motion in the middle of winter. An. 1 1758. 


Fermer accordingly began his march in the be- 
ginning of January, and on the twenty. ſecond his 
light troops took poſſeſſion of Koningſberg, the 
capital of Pruſſia, without oppoſition 3 for the 


king's forces had quirted that country, in order to 


roſecute the war in the weſtern parts of Pomera- 
nia. They did not however maintain themſelves 
in this part of the country ; but, after having ra- 
vaged ſome diſtricts, returned to the main body, 
which halted on the Viſtula, to the no ſmall diſ- 
turbance of the city of Dantzick, where the reſi- 
dent of the czarina actually demanded that the 
magiſtrates ſhould receive a Ruſſian earriſon : Jp 
demand which they not only ie Wen refuſed, 
but ordered all the citizens to arms, and took every 
other method to provide for their defence. At 
length, after ſome negotiation with general Fer- 
mer, the affair was compromiſed ; he deſiſted from 
the demand, and part of his troops paſſed the Viſtula, 
ſeemingly to invade Pomerania, in the eaſtern part 
of which count Dohna had aſſembled an army of 
Pruſſians to oppoſe their progreſs. But after they 
had pillaged the open country, they rejoined their 
main body; and general Fermer, turning to the 
left, advanced towards Sileſia, in order to co- ope- 
rate with the other Ruſſian army commanded by 
Brown, who had taken his route through Poland, 
and already paſſed the Poſna. By the firſt of July, 
both bodies had reached the frontiers of Sileſia, 
and ſome of their coſſacks, penetrating into that 
province, had committed dreadful ravages, and 
overwhelmed the inhabitants with conſternation. 


Count Dohna, with the Pruſfan army under his 


com- 
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command, had attended their motions, and even 


paſſed the Oder at Frankfort, as if he had intended 
to give them battle: but he was too much infe- 


Tior in number to hazard ſuch a ſtep, which be. 


came an object of his ſovereign's own perſonal at. 
tention. Marechal Daun had followed the king 
into Bohemia, and on the twenty-ſecond day of 
July, encamped on the hills of Libiſchau, a ſitu- 
ation almoſt inacceſſible, where he reſolved to re- 
main and watch the motions of the Pruſſian mo. 
narch, until ſome opportunity ſhould offer of act. 


ing to advantage. Nature ſeems to have expreſsly 


formed this commander with talents to penetrate 


the deſigns, embarraſs the genius, and check the 


 Impetuoſity of the Pruſſian monarch. He was 


The king | 


marches 
to the 
Oder, 


Juſtly compared to Fabius Maximus, diſtinguiſhed 
by the epithet of Cunctator. He poſſeſſcd all the 
vigilance, caution, and ſagacity of that celebrated 
Roman. Like him, he hovered on the ſkirts of 
the enemy, harraſſing their parties, accuſtoming 
the ſoldiers to ſtrict diſcipline, hard ſervice, and 


the face of a formidable foe, and watching for op- | 


portunities, which he knew how to ſeize with equal 
courage and celerity. 

The king of Pruffia, being induced by a con- 
currence of motives to ſtop the progreſs of the 
Ruſſians in Sileſia, made his diſpofitions for re- 
treating from Bohemia, and on the twenty-fifth 
day of July quitted the camp of Kininſgratz, He 
was attended in his march by three thouſand Au- 
ſkrian light troops, who did not fail to incommode 
his rear : but notwithſtanding theſe impediments, 
he paſſed the Mittau, proceeded on his route, and 
on the ninth day of Auguſt arrived at Landſhut. 


From 


GEORGE II. 
From thence he haſtened with a detachment to- 
wards Frankfort on the Oder, and joined the ar- 
my commanded by lieutenant-general Dohna at 
Gorgas. Then the whole army paſſed the Oder 
by a bridge thrown over it at Gataviſe, and having 


reſted one day, advanced to Dertmitzel, where 


he encamped. The Ruſſians, under general Fer- 


mer, were poſted on the other fide of the little river 
Mitzel, their right extended to the viliage of Zwic- 
ker, and their left to Quertchem. 

The king being determined to hazard a battle, 
paſſed the Mitzel on the twenty-fifth in the morn- 
ing, and turning the left flank of the Sem drew 
up his army in order of battle in the plain between 
the little river and the town of Zorndorf. The 
Ruſſians, by whom he was outnumbered, did not 


decline the diſpute ; but as the ground did not per- 


mit them to extend themſelves, they appeared in 
four lines, forming a front on every ſide, defended 
by cannon and chevaux de friſe, their right flank 
covered by the village of Zwicker. After a warm 
cannonade, the Pruſſian infantry were ordered to at- 


and de- 

feats the 
Ruſſians 
at 7,0rn= 
dorf. 


tack the village, and a body of grenadiers ad- 


vanced to the aſſault; but this brigade unexpected- 
ly giving way, occaſioned a conſiderable opening in 
the line, and left the whole left flank of the infan- 
try uncovered. Before the enemy could take 
advantage of this incident, the interval was filled 
up by che cavalry under the command of general 
Seydlitz; and the king, with his uſual preſence of 
mind, ſubſtituted another choice body of troops, 
to carry on the attack. This began about noon, 
and continued for ſome time, during which both 
ſides fought with equal courage and perſev erance: 

at 
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348 HISTORY or ENGLAND, 
An. 1758. at length, general Seydlitz, having routed the 
Ruſſian cavalry, fell upon the flank of the infantr 
with ſuch fury, which being alſo dreadfully annoyed 
by the Pruſſian artillery, they abandoned the vil 
lage, together with their military cheſt, and great 
part of their baggage. Notwithſtanding this loss, 
which had greatly diſordered their right wing, they 
continued to ſtand their ground ; and terrible ha. 
vock was made among them, not only with the 
ſword and bayonet, but alſo by the cannon, which 
was loaded with grape-ſhot, and being excellently 
ſerved, did great execution, Towards evening 
the confuſion among them increaſed to ſuch a de- 
gree, that in all probability they would have been 
intirely routed, had they not been favoured by the 
approaching darkneſs, as well as by a particular 
operation, which was very gallantly performed. One 
of the Ruſſian generals perceiving the fortune of 
the day turned againſt them, rallied a ſelect body 
of tors. and made vigorous impreſſion on the 
right wing of the Pruſſians. This effort diverted 
their attention fo ſtrongly to that quarter, that the 
right of the Ruſſians enjoyed a reſpite, during which 
they retired in tolerable order, and occupied a new 
poſt in the right, where the reſt of their forces were 
the more eaſily aſſembled. In this battle they are ſaid 
to have loſt above fifteen thouſand men, thirty- ſeven 
colours, five ſtandards, twelve mortars, the greater 
part of their baggage, and above one hundred 
pieces of cannon. Among the priſoners that fell 
into the hands of the victor, there were ſeveral 
general officers, and a good number loſt their lives 
on the field of battle. The victory coſt the king 


above two thouſand men, including ſome office 
hu: | ; 0! 


Gt OTE ik | 
of diſtinction, particularly two aids-de-camp, who 
attended his own perſon, which he expoſed with- 
out ſcruple to all the perils of the day. It would 
have redounded ſtill more to his glory, had he put 
a ſtop to the carnage; for after all reſiſtance was 
at an end, the wretched Ruſſians were hewn down 

without mercy. It muſt be owned, indeed, that 
the Pruſſian ſoldiers were in a peculiar manner ex- 
aſperated againſt this enemy, becauſe they had laid 
waſte the country, burned the villages, ruined the 
peaſants, and committed many horrid acts of bar- 
barity, which the practice of war could' not au- 
thorize ©. The Pruſſian army paſſed the night 

under 


* A detail of the cruelties the New Marche of Branden- 
committed by thoſe barba- burg, ſituated at the conflux 
rians cannot be read without of the Warta and the Oder, 
horror. They not only burn- about fifteen Engliſh miles 
ed a great number of villages, from Franckfort. The parti- 
but they raviſhed, rifled, mur- culars of the diſaſter that be- 
dered, and mutilated the in- fel this city, are pathetically 
habitants, without diſtinction related in the following ex- 
of age or ſex, without any tracts from a letter written by 
other provocation or incite- an inhabitant and eye-wit- 
ment than brutal luſt and neſs, 
wantonneſs of barbarity. They «« On the thirteenth of Au- 
even violated the ſepulchres guſt, about three o'clock in 
of the dead, which have been the afternoon, A ſudden re- 
| held ſacred among the moſt port was ſpread, that a body 
ſavage nations. At Camin of Ruſſian huffars and coſ- 
and Breckholtz they forced ſacks appeared in ſight of the 
open the graves and ſepulchral little ſuburb. All the people 


| 
4 
| vaults, and ftripped the bo- were immediately in motion, 


12 


dies of the generals Schla- and the whole city was filled 
berndorf and Ruitz, which with terror, eſpecially as we 
had been there depoſited. But were certainly informed that 
the collected force of their the whole Ruſfian army was 
vengeance was diſcharged a- advancing from Meſerick and 
gainſt Cuftrin, the capital of Konigſwalda, by the way of 

| | Landſ- 


age 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
under arms, and next morning the cannonade was 
renewed againſt the enemy, who nevertheleſs main. 

| tained 


Pas = 9 * 


he 


Landſberg. A reinforcement 
was immediately ſent to our 
Piquet-guard in the ſuburb, 
amounting, by this junction, 
to three hundred men, who 
were ſoon attacked by the 
enemy, and the ſkirmiſh laſt- 
ed from four till ſeven o'clock 
in the evening. During this 
diſpute, we could plainly per- 
ceive, from our ramparts and 
church-ſteeple, ſeveral perſons 
of diſſinction, mounted on 
Engliſh horſes, reconnoitring 
our fortification through pro- 
ſpective plaſies. They retired, 
however, when cur cannon 
began to fire : then our piquet 
took poſſeſſion of their former 


poſt in the ſuburb; and the 


zeinforcement we had ſent 
from the city returned, after 
having broke down the bridge 
over the Oder. Next day 
count Dohna, who command- 
ed the army near Frankfort, 
ſent in a reinforcement of four 
battalions, ten ſquadrons, and 
a ſmall body of huſſars, un- 
cer the command of heute- 
nant - general Scherlemmer. 


The huſſars and a body of 


dragoons were added to the 
piquet of the little ſuburb: 
the four battalions pitched 
their tents on the Anger, be- 
tween the ſuburb and the for- 
tification ; and the reſt of the 
dragoons remained in the 


field, to cover the long ſub. 
urb. General Scherlemmer, 
attended by our governor, co. 
lone] Schuck, went with 2 
ſmall party to obferve the 
enemy; but were obliged tg 
retire, and were purſued by 
the coſſacks to the walls of the 
city. Between four and five 
o'clock next morning the poor 


inhabitants were rouſed from 


their ſleep by the noiſe of the 
cannon, intermingled with the 
diſmal ſhrieks and hideous 
yellings of the coſſacks be- 
longing to the Ruſſian army. 
Alarmed at this horrid noiſe, 
I aſcended the church: ſteeple, 
from whence I beheld the 
whole plain, extending from 
the little ſuburb to the foreſt, 
covered with the enemy's 
troops, and our light horſe, 
ſupported by the infantry, en- 
gazed in different places with 
their irregulars. At eight! 
deſcried a body of the enc- 
my's infantry, whoſe van con- 
ſiſted of four or ſive thouſand 


men, advancing towards the 


vineyard, in the neighbour- 


hood of which they had raiſed 


occaſional batteries in the pre- 
ceding evening : from theſs 
they now played on our pi- 
quet-guard and huſſars, who 
were obliged to retire. Then 
they fired, en ricochet, on the 
tents and baggage of the four 

| bat- 


GEORGE u. 


twenty-ſeventh, they ſeemed determined to hazard 


Foy 


| another 


battalions encamped on the 
Anger, who were alſo com- 


pelled to retreat. Having 
thus cleared the environs, 
they threw into the city ſuch 


a number of bombs, and red- - 


hot bullets, that by nine in 
the morning it was ſet on fire 
in three different places; and 
the ſtreets, being narrow, 
burned with ſuch fury, that 
all our endeavours to extin- 
guiſn it proved ineffeQual. 
At this time the whole atmo- 
ſphere appeared like a ſhower 
of fiery rain and hail; and the 
miſerable inhabitants thought 
of nothing but ſaving their 
lives by running into the open 


fields, The whole place was 


filled with terror and conſter- 
nation, and reſounded with 
the ſhrieks of women and 
children, who ran about in 


the utmoſt diſtraction, expoſed | 


tof the ſhot and the bomb- 
hells, which, burfting, tore 
In preces every thing that 
ſtood in their way. As I led 
my wife, with a young child 
in her arms, and drove the 
reſt of my children and ſer- 
vants half naked before me, 
thoſe inſtruments of death 


and devaſtation fell about us 


like hail; but, by the mercy 
of God, we all eſcaped un- 
wo Nothing could be more 

melancholy and affecting than 


a _ of the wretched Seople, 


flying in crowds, and leaving 


their all behind, while they 
rent the ſky with their lamen- 
tations. Many women of diſ- 
tinction I ſaw without ſhoes 


and ftockings, and almoſt 


without cloaths, who had been 
rouſed from their beds, and 
run out naked into the ſtreets. 
When my family had reached 
the open plain, I endeavoured 
to return, and ſave ſome of 


my effects; but 1 could not 


force my way through a mul- 
titude of people, thronging 
out at the gate, ſome ſick and 
bed-ridden perſons being car- 


ried on horſeback and in car- 
riages, and others conveyed , 


on the backs of their friends, 
through a moſt dreadful ſcene 
of horror and deſolation. A 
great number of families from 
the open country, and de- 
fenceleſs towns in Pruſſia and 
Pomerania, had come hither 
for ſhelter with their moſt va- 
luable eſſects, when the Ruſ- 
ſians firſt entered the king's 
territories. Theſe, as well as 


the inhabitants, are all ruin- 


ed; and many who a few 
days ago poſſeſſed conſiderable 
wealth, are now reduced to 
the utmoſt indigence. The 
neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages were ſoen crouded with 
the people of Culltin: the 


roads 
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An. 1768. another action, and even attack the conquerors: 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


inſtead of advancing, however, they took the route 
of Landſberg; but afterwards turned off towards 
Vietzel, and poſted themſelves between the river 


Warta and that village. 


2 — 


roads were filled with objects 


of miſery : nothing was ſeen 
but nakedneſs and deſpair ; 
nothing heard but the cries 


of hunger, fear, and diſtrac- 
For my own part, I. 


tion. 
ſtayed one night at Goltz, 
and then proceeded for Berlin. 
Cuſtrin is now a heap of ruins, 
The great magazine, the go- 
vernor's houſe, the church, 
the palace, the ſtore and ar- 


tillery houſes, in a word, the 
old and new towns, the ſub- 
urbs, and all the bridges, were 


reduced to aſhes : nay, after 
the arches were deſtroyed, the 
piles and ſterlings were burn- 
ed to the water's edge. The 
writings of all the colleges, 
together with the archives of 


the country, were totally con- 


ſumed, together with a pro- 
digious magazine of corn and 


flour, valued at ſome millions 


of crowns. The cannon in 
the arſenal were all melted; 
and the loaded bombs and 


cartridges, with a large quan- 


tity of gunpowder, went off 


at once with a moſt horrible 
exploſion, 


| A great number 
of the inhabitants are miſſing, 


— 


ſuppoſed to have periſhed in 
the flames, or under the ruins 


of the houſes, or to have been 
in ſubterraneous 


ſuffocated 
vaults and caverns, to which 
they had fled for ſafety,” 
Nothing could be more in- 
human, or contrary to the 
practice of a generous enemy, 
than ſuch vengeance wreaked 
upon the innocent inhabi- 
tants; for the Ruſſians did 
not begin to batter the forti- 
fications until all the reſt of 
the. place was deſtroyed. In 
the courſe of this campaign, 
the Ruſſian coſſacks are ſaid 
to have plundered and burn- 


ed fourteen large towns, and 
two hundred villages,and wan- | } 


tonly butchered above two 
thouſand defenceleſs women 
and children, Such monſters 
of barbarity ought to be ex- 
cluded from all the privileges 
of human nature, and hunted 
down as wild beaſts, without 
pity or ceſſation, What in- 
famy ought thoſe powers to 
incur, who employ and en- 
courage ſuch ruthleſs barba- 
rians! 


Imme- 


GEORGE I. 


Immediately after the battle, general Fermete, 
Who had received a flight wound in the action, ſent 
a trumpet with a letter to lieuteriant-general. Doh-- 
ha, deſiritig a ſuſpenſion of arms for two or three 
days to bury the dead; and take care of the 
wounded; and preſenting to his Pruſſian majeſty 
the bumble requeſt of general Browne, who was 
much weakened with the Joſs of blood, that he 
might have 4 paſſport, by virtue of which he could 
be removed to a place where he ſhould find ſuch 
accom modation as his ſituation required. In an- 
ſwer to this meſſage, count Dohna gave the Ruf- 
ſian general to underſtand, that as his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty remained maſter of the field, he would give 
the neceffary orders for interring the dead, and 
taking care of the wounded on boch ſides : he re- 
fuſed a ſuſpenſion of arms, but granted the requeſt 
of general Browne; and concluded his letter by 
complaining of the outrages which the Ruſſian 
troops ſtill continued to commit in Pillaging and 
burning the king's villages. 

The king of Pruſſia had no ſooner repulſed the 
enemy in one quarter than his preſence was re- 
quired in another. When he quitted Bohemia, 
marechal Daun, at the head of the Auſtrian army, 


ind the prince de Deuxponts, who commanded 


the forces of the empire, advanced to the Elbe, in 
order to ſurround the King's brother prince Henry, 


who, without immediate ſuccour, would not have 


been able to preſerve his footing in Saxony. The Pruſ- 
han monatch therefore determined to ſupport him 
wich all Poſſible expedition. In a few days after the 


"'M Generel Fermer is of Browne is actually a native of 
dcottiſn extract, and general North Britain. | 


Numb. 18. 2 battle, 
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An. 1758. 
Meſſages 
that paſſ- 
ed be- 
tween the 
Ruſſian 
and Pruſ- 
ſian gene- 


rals. 


Situation 


oſthe Au- 


firians in 
Saxony. 
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354 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

An. 1758. battle, he began his mareh from Cuſtrin with a re. 
inforce ment of twenty-four battalions and great 
part of his cavalry; and purſued his route with 
ſuch unwearied diligence, that by the fifth day of 
September he reached Torgau, and on the eleventh 
Joined his brother. Marechal Daun had poſted 

himſelf at Stolpen to the eaſtward of the Elbe, in 
order to preſerve an eaſy communication with the 
army of the empire encamped in the neighbourhood 
of Konigſtein; to favour the operations of general 
Laudohn, who had advanced through the Lower 
Luſatia to the frontiers of Brandenburg; to make 
a diverſion from the ſouthern parts of Sitefia, where 
a body of Auſtrian troops acted under the com- 
mand of the generals Harrache and De Ville; and 
to interrupt the communication between prince 
Henry and the capital of Saxony. On the fifth 
day of September, the garriſon in the ſtrong for- 
treſs of Konigſtein ſurrendered themſelves pri- 
ſoners of war, after a very feeble reſiſtance, to the 
prince of Deuxponts, who forthwith took poſſeſ- 


ſion of the ſtrong camp at Pirna. When the king 


of Pruſſia therefore arrived at Dreſden, he found 
the army of the empire in this poſition, and mare- 
chal Daun in a {till ſtronger ſituation at Stolpen, 
with bridges of communication thrown over the 
Elbe; ſo that he could not 1 them with any 
proſpect of advantage. 

The king He had no ee reſolution to take but that of 

of Pruſſia . | | | i 

advances endeavouring to cut them off from fupplies of pro- 

to Hoch- viſion; and with this view he marched to Baut- 

„ which he occupied. This motion obliged 
the Auſtrian general to quit his camp at Stolpen; 


but he choſe another of equal ſtrength at Libau 5 
yet 


— c Hoke 53: 


GRORGE:N 
yet he afterwards advanced to Rittlitz, that he 
might be at hand to ſeize the firſt favourable oc- 


caſion of executing the reſolution he had formed 


to attack the Pruſſians. The king, having de- 
tached general Retzow on his left to take poſſeſſion 


of Weiſſenberg, marched forwards with the body 
of his army; and poſted hitnſeif in the neighbour- 
hood of Hochkirchen, after having diſtodged the 


Auſtrians from that village. Matters were now 
brought to ſuch a delicare crifis, that a battle 


| ſeemed inevitable; and equally deſired by both 
parties, as an event that would determine whether 


the Auſtrians ſhould be obliged to retreat for 
winter quarters into Bohemia, or be enabled to 
maintain their ground in Saxony. 

In this fituation marechal Daun reſolved to act 
offenſively, and formed a ſcheme for attacking 
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where he 


is ſur- 
priſed and 


the right flank of the Pruſſians by ſurpriſe. This dea 


meaſure was ſuggeſted to him by an overſight of 
the Pruſſians, who had neglected to occupy the 
hzights that commanded the village of Hochkir- 
chen, which was only guarded by a few free com- 
panies. He determined to take the advantage of 
a very dark night, and to employ the flower of his 
whole army on this important ſervice, well know- 
ing that ſhould they penetrate through the flank 
of the enemy, the whole Pruſſian army would be 
diſconcerted, and in all probability intirely ruined. 


Having taken his meaſures with wonderful ſecrecy 


and circumſpeCtion, the troops began to mi:ve in 
the night becween the thirteenth and fourteenth of 


October, favoured by a thick fog, which greatly 


increaſed: the darkneſs of the night. Their firſt 


care was to talce poſſeſſion of the hill that com- 


221 manded 
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An. 1758. manded Hochkirchen, from whence they poured 
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down upon the village, of which they took poſſeſ. 
fion, after having cut in pieces the free compaines 
there poſted. The action began in this quarter 
about four in the morning, and continned ſeveral 
hours with great fury; for notwithſtanding the 
impetuous efforts of the Auſtrian troops, and the 
confuſion occaſioned among the Pruſſians by the 
ſurprize, a vigorous ſtand was made by ſome ge- 
neral officers, who, with admirable expedition and 
preſence of mind, aſſembled and arranged the 
troops as they could take to their arms, and led 
them up to the attack, without diſtinction of re- 
giment, place, or precedence. While the action 
was obſtinately and deſperately maintained in this 
place, admiſt all the horrors of darkneſs, carnage 
and confuſion, the king being alarmed, exerted 


all his perſonal activity, addreſs, and recollection, 


in drawing regularity from diſorder, arranging the 
different corps, altering poſitions, reinforcing weak 
poſts, encouraging the ſoldiery, and oppoſing 
the efforts of the enemy; for although they made 
their chief impreſſion upon the right by the village 
of Hochkirchen, marechal Daun, in order to divide 
the attention, of the king, made no other attack 
upon the left, which was with difficulty ſuſtained, 
and effectually prevented him from fending rein- 


forcements to the right, where marechal Keith, un- 


der the greateſt diſadvantages, bore the brunt of 
the enemy's chief endeavours. Thus the battle 
raged till nine in the morning, when this gallant 
officer was ſhot through the heart. Prince Francis 
of Brunſwic had met with the ſame fate: Prince 
Maurice of Anhalt was wounded and taken pri- 

ſoner; 
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ſoner; and many others were either ſlain or diſa- An. 1758. 


bled. As the right wing had been ſurpriſed, the 
tents continued ſtanding, and greatly embarraſſed 
them in their defence. The ſoldiers had never 
been properly drawn up in order: the enemy ſtill 
perſevered in their attack with ſucceſſive rein- 
forcements and redoubled reſolution; and a conſi- 
derable ſlaughter was made by their artillery, 
which they had brought up to the heights of 
Hochkirchen. All theſe circumſtances concurring 
could not fail to increaſe the confuſion and diſaſter 
of the Pruſſians ; ſo that about ten the king was 
obliged to retire to Dobreſchutz, with the loſs of 
ſeven thouſand men, of all his tents, and part of 
his baggage : nor had the Auitrian general much 
cauſe to boaſt of his victory. His loſs of men 
was pretty near equal to that of the Pruſſian mo- 
narch ; and, whatever reputation he might have 
acquired in foiling that enterpriling prince, cer- 
tainly his deſign did not take effect in its full ex- 
tent, for the Pruſſians were next day in a condition 
to hazard another engagement. The king of 
pruſſia had ſuſtained no damage which he could 
not eaſily repair, except the death of marechal 
Keith, which was doubtleſs an a HTEPSrANES misfor- 


tune“. N 
| He 


* 


. 


* 8 - 


* As very little notice was tent, naked and half aſleep, 
taken, in the detail publiſhed we think it the duty of a can- 
by authority, of any part d id hiſtorian to vindicate his 
which this great man acted in memory and reputation from 
the battle of Hochkirchen, the foul aſperſion thrown by 
and a report was induſtriouſly the perfidious and illiberal 
circulated in this kingdom, hand of envious malice, or 
that he was ſurprized in his elſe contrived to ſcreen ſome 
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to Dc bre- 
ſchutz, 


HISTORY o ENGLAND. 
He remained with his army ten days at Dobref. 
He retires chutz, during which he endeavoured to bring the 


ora 


other character from the im- 
putation of miſconduct, This 
taſk we are enabled to per- 
form by a gentleman of can- 
dour and undoubted credit, 


who learned the following 


particulars at Berlin from a 
perſon that was eye-witneſs of 
the whole tranſaction. Field- 
marechal Keith, who arrived 
in the camp the very day that 
preceded the battle, diſap- 
proved of the ſituation of the 
Pruflian army, and remon- 
ſtrated to the king on that 
ſubject. In conſequence of 
his ad vice, a certain general 
was ſent with a detachment 
to take poſſeſſi on of the 


heights that commanded the 


village of Hochkirchen; but 
by ſome fatality he miſcar- 
ried. Marechal Keith was 
not in any tent; but lodged 
with prince Francis of Brunſ- 
wie, in a houſe belonging to 
a Saxon major. When the 
firſt alarm was given in the 
night, he inſtantly mounted 
his horſe, aſſembled a body 
of the neareſt troops, and 
marched directly to the place 
that was attacked. The Auſ. 
trians had taken poſſeſſion of 
the hill Which t:e Pruſſian 
officer was ſent to occupy, 
and this they fortified with 
cannon : then they made 
themſelves maſters of the vil- 


lage in which the free cot com- 
panies of Angenelli had been 
poſted. Marechal Keith im- 
mediately conceived the de. 
ſign of the Auſtrian general, 


and knowing the importance 


of this place, thither directed 
all his efforts. He in perſon 
led on the troops to the at- 
tack of the village, from 
whence he drove the enemy; 
but e ing overpowered by 
numbers continually pouring 
down from the hills, he was 
obliged to retire in his turn. 
He rallied his men, returned 
to the charge, and regained 
poſſeſſion of the place : being 
again repulſed by freſh rein- 
forcements of the enemy, he 
made another effort, entered 
the village a third time, and, 


finding it untenable, ordered 


it to be ſet on fire. Thus he 


kept the Auſtrians at bay, 


and maintained a deſperate 
conflict againſt the flower of 


the Auſtrian army, from four 


in the morning till nine, when 


the Pruſſians were formed, and 


began to file off in their re- 
treat. During the whole diſ- 
pute he rallied the troops in 
perſon, charged at their head, 
and expoſed his life in the 
hotteſt of a dreadful fire, like 
a private captain of grena- 
diers. He found it neceſſary 
to exert himſelf in this man- 


| GEORGE II. 
Auſtrians to a ſecond engagement 3 but count 


Daun declined the invitation, and kept his 


forces 
advan- 


— 


ner, the better to remove the 
bad effects of the confuſion 
that prevailed, and in order 
to inſpirit the troops to their 
utmoſt exertion by his voice, 
preſence and example. Even 
when dangerouſly wounded, 
at eight in the morning, he 
refuſed to quit the field ; but 
continued to ſignalize himſelf 
in the midſt of the carnage 
until nine, when he received 
a ſecond ſhot in his breaſt, 
and fell ſpeechleſs inta the 
arms of Mr. Tibay, an Eng- 
liſh volunteer, who had at- 
tended him during the whole 
campaign. This gentleman, 
who was likewiſe wounded, 
applied to a Pruſſian officer 


for a file of men to remove 


the marechal, being uncertain 
whether he was intirely de- 
prived of life. His requeſt 
was granted; but the ſoldiers, 
in advancing to the ſpot, were 
countermanded by another of- 
ficer. He afterwards ſpoke 
on the ſame ſubject to one of 
the Pruſſian generals, a Ger- 
man prince, as he chanced to 
paſs on horſeback : when Mr. 
Tibay told him the field- 
marechal was lying wounded 
on the field, he aſked if his 
wounds were mortal : and the 
other anſwering he was afraid 
they were, the prince ſhrugged 
Pp his ſhoulders, and road off 


without further queſtion, The 
body of this great officer, be- 
ing thus ſhamefully abandon», 
ed, was ſoon ſtripped by the 
Auſtrian ſtragglers, and lay 


expoſed and undiſtinguiſhed 
on the field of battle. 


count Laſci, ſon of the gene- 
ral of that name, with whom 


marechal Keith had ſerved in 


Ruſſia, This young count 
had been the marechal's pu- 
pil, and revered him as his 
military father, though em- 
ployed in the Auſtrian ſervice. 


He recognized the body by 


the large ſcar of a dangerous 


wound, which general Keith 


had received in his thigh at 
the fiege of Ockzacow, and 


could not help burſting into 


tears to {ce his honoured maſ- 


ter thus extended at his feet, 


a naked, lifeleſs, and deſerted 
corpſe. He forthwith cauſed 
the body to be covered, and 
interred, It was afterwards 


taken up and decently buried 
by the curate of Hochkir- 


chen; and finally, removed 
to Berlin by order of the-king 
of Pruſſia, who beſtowed upon 
it thoſe funeral honours that 
were due to the dignified rank 


and tranſcendent merit of the 


deceaſed ; merit ſo uni verſal- 
ly acknowledged, that even 
the Saxons lamented him as 


2 4 theip 


In this 
ſituation it was perceived by 
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and from 
thence to 
Sileſia. 


360 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


An. 1758 advantageouſly poſted on eminences planted with 


their beſt friend and patron, 
who protected them from vio- 


lence and outrage, even while 


artillery. His aim having been fruſtrated at Hoch- 
kirchen, where he fought with many advantages 


on his ſide, he would not hazard another battle upon 
equal terms, with ſuch an enterpriſing enemy, ren- 
dered more vigilant by the check he had received, 
already reinforced from the army of prince Henry, 
and eager for an opportunity to retrieve the laurel 
which had been ſnatched from him by the wiles of 
ſtratagem, rather than by the hand of valour. 
Count Daun having nothing more to hope from the 
active operations of his own army, contented him- 
ſelf with amuſing the Pruſſian monarch in Luſatia, 
while the Auſtrian generals, Harſche and de Ville, 
mould proſecute the reduction of Neiſs and Coſel 
in Sileſia, which they now actually inveſted, 
As the Pruſſian monarch could not ſpare detach- 
ments to oppoſe every different corps of his ene. 
mies that acted againſt him in different parts of his 
dominions, he reſolved to make up in activity what 
he wanted in number, and if poſſible to raiſe the 


ſiege of Neiſs in perſon. With this view he decamp- 


ed Thom Dobreſchutz, and in ſight of the enemy 
marched to Gorlitz, without the leaſt interruption. 
From thence he proceeded towards Sileſia with his 
uſual expedition, notwithſtanding all the endea- 
vours and activity of general Laudohn, who har- 
raſſed the rear of the Pruſſians, and gained over 
them ſome petty advantages. 


— 


he added a principal part in 
ſubjecting them to the domi- 

nion of his ſovereign. | 
„ 
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Count Daun not only ſeat this detached corps to An. 1758. 
retard them in their march, but at the ſame time, — 
by another route, detached a ſtrong reinforcement — 
to the army of the beſiegers. In the mean time, to Dreſ- 
having received intelligence that the army of den. 
prince Henry in Saxony was conſiderably weak- 
ed, he himſelf marched thither in hope of ex- 
pelling the prince from that country, and reducing 
the capital i in the king's abſence. Indeed, his de- 
gn was ftill more extenſive ; for he propoſed to 
reduce Dreſden, Leipſic, and Torn at the fame 
time; the firſt with the main body under his own 
direction; the ſecond by the army of the Empire 
under the prince de Deuxponts ; and the third by 
2 corps under general Haddick; while the forces 
directed by Laudohn ſhould exclude the king rom 
Lufatia, In execution of this plan, he marched 
directly to the Elbe, which he paſſed at Pirna, and 
advanced to Dreſden, which he hoped would ſur- 
render without putting him to the trouble oF a 
formal ſiege. The army of prince Henry had al- 
ready retized to the weſtward of this capital, before 
the prince de Deuxponts, who had found means to 
cut off his communication with Leipfic, and even 
inveſted that city. During theſe tranſactions, ge- 
neral Haddick advanced againſt Torgau. 

The field-marechal count Daun appearing on the The Pruf— 
ſixth day of November within light of Dreſden, at fian go- 
the head of ſixty thouſand men, encamped next be gh 
day at Lockowitz, and on the eighth his ad- city, 
vanced troops attacked the Pruſſian huſſars and in- el, 
dependent battalions, which were poſted at Strieſſen 8 
and Gruenewieſe. Count Schmettau, who com- 
manded the garriſon, amounting to ten thouſand 
| 5 | men, 
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drove the independent battalions into the ſuburbs, 
and 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 


| An. 1758. men, apprehenſive that, in the courſe of ſkirmiſh- 


ing, the Auſtrian troops might enter the ſui burby 
pellmell, poſted colonel Itzenplitx with feven hun- 
dred men in the redoubts that ſurrounded the ſub. 
urbs, that in caſe of emergency they ſhould ſup- 
port the irregulars : at the ſame time, as the houſes 
that conſtituted the ſuburbs were generally fo high 
as to overlook the ramparts and command the 
City, he prepared combuſtibles, and gave notice 
to the magiſtrates, that they would be ſet on fire 
as ſoon as an Auſtrian ſhould appear within the 
place. This muſt have been a dreadful declaration 


to the inhabitants of theſe ſuburbs, which compoſe 


one of the moſt elegant towns in Europe. In theſe 


houſes, which were generally lofty and magnifi- | 


cent, the faſhionable and wealthy claſs of people 


reſided; and here a number of artiſts carried on a 


variety of curious manufactures. In vain the ma- 
giſtrates implored the mercy and forbearance of 
the Pruſſian governor, and repreſented in the 
moſt ſubmiſſive ſtrain, that as they were uncon- 
cerned in the war, they hoped they ſhould be ex- 
empted from the horrors of deveſtation. In vain 
the royal family, who remained at Dreſden, conjured 


him to ſpare that laſt refuge of diſtrefſed royalty, 


and allow them at leaſt a ſecure reſidence, ſince 
they were deprived of every other comfort. He 
continued inflexible, or rather determined to exe- 
cute the orders of his mafter, which indeed he 
could not diſobey with any regard to his own 
ſafety. On the ninth day of November, about 
noon, the Auſtrian vanguard attacked the ad- 
vanced polt of the garriſon, repelled the huſſars, 
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and forced three of the redoubts, while their can- An. 1758 


non played upon the town. 
pecting a vigorous attack next day, recalled his 
troops within the city, after they had ſet fire to 
the ſuburbs. At three in the morning the ſignal 
was made for this terrible conflagration, which in 
alittle time reduced to aſhes the beautiful ſuburbs 
of Pirna, which had fo lately flouriſhed as the ſeat 
of gaiety, pleaſure, and the i ingenious arts. 

Every boſom, warmed with benevolence, muſt 
be affected at the recital of ſuch calamities. It 
excites not only our compaſſion for the unhappy 
ſufferers : but alſo our reſentment againſt the per- 


petrators of ſuch enormity. Next day marechal 
with a 


meſſage expreſſing his ſurprize at the deſtruction 


Daun ſent an officer to count Schmettau, 


of the ſuburbs in a royal reſidence, an act of in: 
humanity unheard-of among Chriſtians, He de- 
ſired to know if it was by the governor's order 
this meaſure was taken; : and aſſured him, that he 
ſhould be reſponſible, in his perſon, for whatever 


outrages had been or might be committed againſt 


aplace in which a royal family reſided. Schmettau 


gave him to underſtand, that he had orders to de- 


fend the town to the laſt extremity, and that the 
preſervation of what remained depended entirely 
on the conduct of his excellency; for, ſhould he 


think proper to attack the place, he (the gover- 
nor) would defend himſelf from houſe to houſe, 
and from ſtreet to ſtreet, and even make his laſt 


effort in the royal palace, rather than abandon the 


eity. He excuſed the deſtruction of the ſuburbs 
as a neceſſary meaſure, authoriſed by the practice 
of war; but he would have found it a difficult 


K 


The governor ex- 


taſk 


Reflec- 
tions ON 
this mea - 
ſure. 
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An, 1758. taſk to reconcile this ſtep to the laws of eternal 


order of a ſuperior will, in foro conſcientiæ, juſtify 


caſuiſt with one hundred and fifty thouſand armed 


The Sax- 
on mint- 
ſter com- 
Plains of 
this 
outrage 
to the 
dyet of 
the em- 


pire. . 


the ſoldiers had diſperſed themſelves in the ſtreets 
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Juſtice, and far leſs to the dictates of common hu— ou 
manity. Indeed if the ſcene. had happened in an 10 
enemy's country, or if no other ſtep could have * 
ſaved the lives and liberties of himſelf and his gar. N dei 
riſon, ſuch a deſperate remedy might have ſtood 2 

excuſed by the law of nature and of nations: but | 
on this occaſion he occupied a neutral city, over #2 
which he could exerciſe no other power and au- nd 
thority but that which he derived from illegal force ¶ iq, 
and violence; nor was he at all reduced to the ne- of t 
ceſſity of ſacrificing the place to his own ſafery, in- a 
aſmuch as he might have retired unmoleſted, by nba 
virtue of an honourable capitulation, which how. flor 
ever he did not demand. Whether the peremptory 


an officer who hath committed an illegal or inhu- 
man action, is a queſtion that an Engliſh reader 
will ſcarce leave to the determination of a German 


men in his retinue. 

Be this as it will, Mr. Ponickau, the Saxon mi- 
niſter, immediately after this tragedy was acted, 
without waiting for his maſter's orders, preſented 
a memorial to the dyet of the ms complain- | 
ing of it as an action reſerved for the hiſtory of 
the war, which the king of Pruſſia had kindled in 
Germany, to be tranſmitted to future ages. He 
affirmed, that, in execution of Schmettau's orders, 


of the Pirna and Witchen ſuburbs, broke open the 
honſes and ſhops, ſet fire to the combultibles, 
added freſh fuel, and then ſhut the doors; that the 


yiolence of the flames was kept up by red- hot 2 
fire 


fred into the houſes, and hai mo ſtreets ; that An. 1758: 
he wretched. inhabitants, who forſook their burn- 
ing houſes, were ſlain by the fire of the cannon and 
ſmall arms; that thoſe who endeavoured to ſave 
their perſons and effects, were puſhed down and 
deſtroyed. by the bayonets of the Pruſſian ſoldiers, 
poſted in the ſtreets for that purpoſe : he enume- 
rated particular inſtances of inhuman barbarity, 
nd declared that a great number of people pe- 
iſhed, either amidſt the flames, or under the ruins 
of the houſes. The deſtruction of two hundred 
and fifty elegant houſes, and the total ruin of the 
inhabitants, were circumſtances i in themſelves ſo de- 
plorable, as to need no aggravation: but the ac- 
count of the Saxon miniſter was ſhamefully exag- 
gerated, and all the particular inſtances of cruelty 
falſe in every circumſtance. 

Baron Piotho, the miniſter of Brandenburg, did Anſwered 
not fail to anfwer every article of the Saxon me- 1 
morial, and refute the particulars therein alledged, Hrandens- 
in a fair detail, authenticated by certificates under burg. 
the hands 'of the magiſtrates, judges, and princi- 
pal inhabitants of Dreſden. The moſt extraordi- 
nary part of this defence or vindication was the 
concluſion, in which the baron ſolemnly aſſured the 
dyet, that the king of Pruſſia, from his great love 
to mankind, always felt the greateſt emotion of 
foul, and the moſt exquiſite concern, at the effuſion 
of blood, the devaſtation of cities and countries, 
and the horrors of war, by which ſo many thouſand 
fellow-creatures were overwhelmed ; and that if his 
ſincere and honeſt inclination to procure peace to 
Germany, his dear country, had met with the leaſt 


rd, the preſent war, attended with ſuch blood- 
ſhed 
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Neiſs, and 
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ſhed and deſolation, would have been prevented 


and avoided: He therefore declated, that thoſ- 
who excited the preſent troubles, who, inſtead of 
extinguiſhing, threw. oil upon the flames, muſt an. 
ſwer to God for the ſeas of blood that had been, and 
would be ſhed; for the devaſtation of ſo many 


countries, and the entire fuin of ſo many innocent 


individuals. Such declarations coſt nothing to 
thoſe hardened politicians, Who, feeling no inter: 
nal check, are determined to ſacrifice every con- 


ſideration to the motives of rapacity and ambition. 


It would be happy however for mankind, were 
princes taught to believe that there is really an 
omnipotent and all-judging Power, that will exa& 
a ſevere account of their conduct, and puniſh them 
for their guilt, without any reſpect to their per ſons; 
that pillaging a whole people is mbre cruel than 
robbing a ſingle perſon ; and that the maſſacre of 
thouſands, is at leaſt as criminal as private murder, 
While count Daun was employed in making a 
fruitleſs attempt upon the capital of Saxony, the 
king of Pruſſia proceeded in his march to Neiſs, 
which was completely inveſted on the third day of 
October. The operations of the ſiege were car- 


ried on with great vigour by the Auſtrian. general 


de Harſche, and the place was as vigorouſly de- 


fended by the Pruffian governor Theſkaw till the 


firſt day of November, when the Pruſſian monarch 
approached and obliged the beſiegers to abandon 
their enterprize. Mr. de Harſche having raiſed the 
ſiege, the king detached general Fouquet with a 
boody of troops acroſs the river Neiſs, and imme- 
diately the blockade of Coſel was likwiſe aban- 


doned. De Harſche retired to Bohemia, and - 
Vi e 
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Ville hovered about Jagernſdorf. The fortreſs of An, 1758. 


Neiſs was no ſooner relieved than the king of Pruſſia 
began his march on his return to Saxony, where 
his immediate preſence was required. At the ſame 
time the two bodies under the generals Dohna 
and Wedel penetrated by difterent routes into that 
country. The former had been left at Cuſtrin to 
watch the motions of the Ruſſians, who had by 
this time retreated to the Viſtula, and even croſſed 
that river at Thorn; and the other had during the 
campaign obſerved the Swedes, who had now en- 
tirely evacuated the Pruſſian territories; ſo that 


Wedel was at liberty to co-operate with the king in 


Saxony. He accordingly marched to Torgau, "the 


ſiege of which had been undertaken by the Au- 
ſtrian general Haddick, who was repulſed by We- 


del, and even purſued to the neighbourhood of 
Eulenbourg. Wedel, being afterwards joined by 
Dohna, drove him from thence with conſiderable 
loſs; and then raiſed the ſiege of Leipſic. Mean 
while the king proſecuted his march towards the 
capital of Saxony, driving before him the body of 
Auſtrian troops under Laudohn, who retreated to 
Zittau, On the tenth day of November count 
Daun retired from Dreſden, and with the army of 
the empire fell back towards Bohemia; and on the 
twentieth the King arrived in that city, where he 
a ng of the governor's conduct. 

The Ruſſian general foreſeeing that he ſhould 
hot be able to maintain his ground during the 
winter in Pomerania, unleſs he could ſecure ſome 


fſea-port on the Baltic, by which he might be 


ſupplied with proviſions, detached general Palm- 
bach with fifteen thouſand men to beſiege the 
| town 


The Ruf. 


ſians miſ- 
carry in 
their at- 
tack upon 
Colberg.. 
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town of Colberg, an inconſiderable place, ve 
meanly fortified. It was accordingly inveſted on 
the third day of October; but the beliegers were 
either ſo ill provided with proper implements, ot 
ſo little acquainted with operations of this nature; 
that the garriſon, though feeble; maintained the 
place againſt all their arracks for ſix and twenty 


days; at the expiration of which they abandoned 


their enterprize, and cruelly ravaged the open 
country in their retreat. Thus by the activity and 
valour of the Pruſſian monarch, his generals, and 
officers, fix ſieges were raiſed almdſt at the ſame 
period, namely thoſe of Colberg, Neiſs, Cole), 
Torgau. Leipſic and Dreſden. 

The variety of fortune which the king of Pruffi 
experienced in the courſe of this campaign was 
very remarkable; but the ſpirit of his conduct, 
and the rapidity of his motions, were altogether 


without example. In the former campaign we 


were dazzled with the luſtre of his victories; in 
this we admire his fortitude and {Kill in ſtemming 
the different torrents of adverſity, and riſing ſu- 
perior to his evil fortune. One can hardly without 
aſtoniſhment recollect, that in the courſe of a few 
months he invaded Moravia, inveſted Olmutz, 


was obliged to relinquiſh that deſign : marched 


through an enemy's country, in the face of a great 
army, which, though it harraſſed him in his re- 
treat; could not, in a route of an hundred miles, 


obtain any advantage over him; that, in ſpite of 


his diſaſter at Olmutz, and the difficulties of ſuch a 


tnarch, he penetrated into Bohemia, drove the 


enemy from Koningſgratz, executed another dan- 


gerous and fatiguing march to the Oder, defeated 
| a great 
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a great army of Ruſſians, returned by the way An. 1758. 


of Saxony, from whence he drove the Auſtrian 
and Imperial armies; that after his defeat at 
Hochkirchen, where he loſt two of his beſt generals, 
and was obliged to leave his tents ſtanding, he 
baffled the vigilance and ſuperior number of the 
victorious army, ruſhed like a whirlwind to the 
relief of Sileſia, invaded by an Auſtrian army, 
which he compelled to retire with precipitation 
from that province; that, with the ſame rapidity 
of motion, he wheeled about to Saxony, and once 
more reſcued it from the hands of his adverſaries 
that in one campaign he made twice the circuit of 


his dominions, relieved them all in their turns, and 


369 


kept all his poſſeſſions entire againſt the united ef- 


forts of numerous armies, conducted by generals 
of conſummate ſkill and undaunted reſolution. 
His character would have been ſtill more com- 


| plete, if his moderation had been equal to his 


courage; but in this particular we cannot applaud 
his conduèt. Incenſed by the perſecuting ſpirit of 
his enemies, he wreaked his vengeance on thoſe 
who had done him no injury ; and the cruelties 
which the Ruſſians had committed in his domi- 
nions, were retaliated upon the unfortunate inha- 
bitants of Saxony. In the latter end of September, 
the preſident of the Pruſſian military directory ſent 
a letter to the magiſtrates of Leipſic, requiring 


them in the king's name to pay a new contribu- 


tion of fix hundred thouſand crowns, and to begin 
immediately with the payment of one third part, 
on pain of military execution, In anſwer to this 
demand the magiſtrates repreſented that the city 


beving been exhauſted by the enormous contribu- 
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tions already raiſed, was abſolutely incapable of f 
furniſhing further ſnpplies : that the trade was , 
ſtagnated and ruined, and the inhabitants ſo im- 
poveriſhed, that they could no longer pay the or- 1 
dinary taxes. This remonſtrance made no im. 0 
preſſion. At five in the morning, the Pruſſian fol- Ml , 
diers aſſembled, and were poſted in all the ſtreets, M 1 
ſquares, market-places, cemeteries, towers, and n 
ſteeples: then the gates being ſhut, in order to u 
exclude the populace of the ſuburbs from the city, 1 
the ſenators were brought into the town-hall, and 
accoſted by general Hauſs, who told them the p 
king his maſter would have money ; and if they ct 
refuſed to part with it, the city ſhould be plun- M 
dered. To this peremptory addreſs, they replied ki 
to this effect: We have no more money — we th 
„ have nothing left but life; and we recommend Ul 
% ourſelves to the king's merty: 7 al conſequence nd 
of this declaration, diſpoſitions were made for giv- he 
ing up the city to be plundered. Cannon were MI , 
planted in all the ſtreets; the inhabitants were or- pf 
dered to remain within doors, and every houſe re- ki. 


ſounded with diſmal cries and lamentation. The th. 


dreaded pillage, however, was converted into a Ri 


regular exaction. A party of ſoldiers, commanded MW «<9 


by a ſubaltern, went from houſe to houſe, ſigni- lor 
fying to every burgher that he ſhould produce all MW dei 
his ſpecie, on pain of immediate pillage and mal- ing 
ſacre; and every inhabitant delivered up his all for 
without further heſitation. About fix in the even- lit: 


ing the ſoldiers returned to their quarters, but the 


magiſtrates were detained in confinement, and all 
the citizens weie overwhelmed with grief and con- 
ſternation, 


— 
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GEORGE II. 
ſternation. Happy Britain, who knoweſt ſuch griev- 
ances only by report! 

When the king of Pruſſia firſt entered Saxony, 
at the beginning of the war, he declared he had no 
deſign to make a conqueſt of that electorate, but 
only to keep it as a depoſitum for the ſecurity of 
his own dominions, until he could oblige his ene- 
mies to acquieſce in reaſonable terms of peace : but 
upon bis laſt arrival at Dreſden, he adopted a new 
reſolution.” In the beginning of December, the 
Pruſſian directory of war iſſued a decree to the de- 
puties of the ſtates of the electorate, demanding a 
certain quantity of flour and forage, according to 
the convention formerly ſettled; at the ſame time 
ſignifying that though the king of Pruſſia had hi- 
therto treated the electorate as a country taken 
under his ſpecial protection, the face of affairs was 
now changed in ſuch a manner, that for the future 
he would conſider it in no other light than that of 
a conquered country. The Ruſſians had ſeized in 
Pruſſia all the eftates and effects belonging to the 
king's officers : a retaliation was now made upon 
the effects of the Saxon officers who ſerved in the 
Ruſſian army. Seals were put on all the cabinets 
containing papers belonging to the privy counſel- 
lors of his Poliſh majeſty, and they themſelves or- 
dered to depart for Warſaw at a very ſhort warn- 
ing. Though the city had been impoveriſhed by 
former exactions, and very lately ſubjected to mi- 
litary execution, the king of Pruſſia demanded 
freſh contributions, and even extorted them by 
dint of ſeverities that ſhock humanity. He ſur- 
rounded the exchange with ſoldiers, and confining 
the merchants to ftraw- beds and naked aparments, 

A a 2 obliged 
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obliged them to draw bills for very large ſums on 


their foreign correſpondents: a 'method of proceed- 


ing much more ſuitable to the deſpotiſm of a Per. 


ſian ſophi towards a conquered people who pro- 
feſſed a different ſaith, than reconcilable to the 
character of a proteſtant prince towards a peaceable 
nation 'of brethren, with whom he was connected 
by the common ties of neigbourhood and religion, 
Even if they had acted as declared enemies, and 


been ſubdued Nith arms in their hands, the ex- 


ceſſes of war on the ſide of the conqueror, ought 
to have ceaſed with the hoſtilities of the conquered, 
who by ſubmitting to his ſway, would have be- 


come his ſubjects, and in that capacity had a claim 
to his protection. To retaliate upon the Saxons, 


who had eſpouſed no quarrel, the barbarities com- 
mitted by the Ruſſians, with whom he was actually 
at war, and to treat as a conquered province, a 
neutral country which his enemies had entered by 
violence, and been obliged to evacuate by force of 


arms, was a ſpecies of conduct founded on pre- 


Progreſs 
of the 

- Swedes in 
Pomera- 
nia. 


tences which overturn all right, and confound all 
reaſon. 

Having recorded all the tranſactions of the cam- 
paign, except thoſe in which the Swedes were con- 
cerned, it now remains that we ſhould particularize 
the progreſs which was made in Pomerania by the 
troops of that nation under the command of count 
Hamilton. We have already obſerved that in the be- 
ginning of the year the Pruſſian general Lehwald 
had compelled them to evacuate the whole pro- 
vince except Stralſund, which was likewiſe in- 
veſted. This, in all probability, would have been 


Nee in form, had not Lehwald reſigned the 
com- 
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mand of the Pruſſt jans, on account of his great age 
and infirmities, and his ſucceſſor count Dohna 
being obliged to withdraw his troops, in order to 
oppoſe the Ruſſian army on the other ſide of Po- 
merania. The blockade of. Stralfund being conſe. 
quently raiſed, and that part of the country entirely 
evacuated by the Pruſſians, the Swediſh troops ad- 
vanced again from the iſle of Rugen to whict hey 
had retired ; but the ſupplies and reinforcements 
they expected from Stockholm were delayed in ſuch 
a manner, either from a deficiency i in the ſubſidies 
promiſed byF rance,or from the e management c of thoſe 
that were averſe to the war, that great part of the 
ſeaſon was elapſed before they undertook any impor- 
tant enterprize.. Indeed while they lay encamped 
under the cannon of Stralſund waiting for theſe 
ſupplies, their operations were retarded by the ex- 
ploſion ofa whole ſhip-load of gun-powder intended 
for their uſe; an event imputed to the practices 
of the Pruſſian party in Sweden, which, at this 
period, ſeemed to gain ground, and even threa- 
tened a change in the miniſtry. At length the re- 

inforcement arrived about the latter end of June, 
and their general ſeemed determined to act with 
vigour. 
In the beginning of July, his army being put 
in motion, he ſent a detachment to diſlodge the 
few Pruſſian troops that were left at Anclam, 
Demmin, and other places, to guard that frontier; 
and they retreated accordingly, Count Hamilton 

having, nothing further to oppoſe him in the field, 
In a very little tme recovered all Swediſh 2 5. 
nia, and even made hot incurſions into the Pruſ— 
ſian territories, Mean while, a combined fleet of 
„ ec thirty- 
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An. 1758. thirty-three Ruſſian and ſeven Swediſh ſhips of war 
appeared in the Baltic, and anchored between the 
iſlands of Dragoe and Amagh; bur they neither 
landed troops, nor committed hoſtilities. The 

| Swediſh general advanced as far as Fehrbellin, ſent 

x out parties that raiſed contributions within five and 

| twenty miles of Berlin, and threw the inhabitants 

of that capital into the utmoſt conſternation. The 
King of Pruſſia, alarmed at their progreſs, diſpatched 
general Wedel from Dreſden, with a body of troops 
that were augmented on the march; ſo, thar, on 
the twentieth of September, he found himſelf ar 
Berlin with eleven thouſand effective men, at the 
head of whom he proceeded againſt count Ha- 
milton, while the prince of Bevern with five thou- 
fand advanced on the other ſide from Stetin. At 


| their approach, the Swediſh commander retired, wy 
| aſter having left a garriſon of fourteen hundred we 
| men at Fehrbellin, in order to retard the Pruſſians, th 
| and ſecure the retreat of his army. The place was all 
immediately attacked by general Wedel; and tho' hi 
the Swedes diſputed the ground from houſe to pe 
houſe with uncommon obſtinacy, he at laſt drove W 
them out of the town, with the loſs of one half of W 
their number either killed or taken priſoners. The al 
body of the Swediſh army, without hazarding any m 
other action, immediately evacuated the Pruſſian te 
rerritories, and returned to the neighbourhood of dr 
Stralſund, intending to take winter-quarters in the th 
iſle of Rugen. Count Hamilton, either diſguſted co 
at the one he had been laid under, or fnd- in 
ing himſelf unable to act in ſuch a manner as might al 
redound to the advantage of his reputation, threw di 
up his command, retired from the army, and re- pr 


ſigned all his other employ ments. 


The 
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latines as had always oppoſed the meaſures of 
the reigning family. Theſe were now reinforced 
by many patriots, who dreaded the vicinity, and 
ſuſpected the deſigns of the Ruſſian army. The 
dyet of the republic was opened on the ſecond day 
of November; and, after warm debates, M. Ma- 
lachowſki was unanimouſly elected marechal : but 
no ſooner had the chamber of nuncios begun their 
deliberations, than a number of voices were raiſed 
againſt the encroachment of the Ruſſian troops, 
who had taken up their reſidence in Poland ; and 
heavy complaints were made of the damages ſuſ- 
tained from their cruelty and rapine. Great pains 
were taken to appeaſe thele clamours ; and meny 
were prevailed upon to refer theſe grievances to 
the king in ſenate: but when this difficulty ſeemed 
almoſt ſurmounted, Padhorſki, the nuncio of Vol- 
hinia, ſtood up, and declared, that he would not 
permit any other point to be diſcuſſed in the dyer, 
while the Ruſſians maintained the leaſt footing 
within the territories of the republic, Vain were 
all the attempts of the courtiers to perſuade and 
mollify this inflexible patriot. He ſolemnly 
teſted againſt their proceedings, and haſtily with- 
drew 3 ſo that the marechal was obliged tO diſſolve 
the aſſembly, and recourſe was had to a ſenatus 
conſilium, to concert proper meaſures to be taken 
in the preſent conjuncture. 

The king of Poland was, on this occaſion, likewiſe 
diſappointed | in his views of provid! ng for his ſon, 
Pn Charles, in the duchy of Courland. He had 
| A a 4 been 


The king of Pruſſia was not only favoured by An. 1758. 
a conſiderable party in Sweden, but he had alſo. 


raiſed a ſtrong intereſt in Poland, among ſuch Pa- proceed- 
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An. 1558. been recommended by the court of Ruſſia, and even 
approved by the ſtates of that country; but two dif- 
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land. 
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court of 
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ficulties occurred. 
not proceed to a new election during the life of 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


The ſtates declared they could 


their former duke, count Biron, who was ſtill alive, 


though a priſoner, in Siberia, unleſs their ducky 


ſhould be declared vacant by the king and republic 


of Poland; and, according to the laws of that coun. 
try, no prince could be elected, until he ſhould 


have declared himſelf of the Augſburgh confeſ- 
fion. His Poliſh majeſty, however, being deter- 
mined to ſurmount all obſtacles to his ſon's inte- 
reſt, ordered count Malachowſki, high-chancellor 
of Poland, to deliver. o prince Charles a diploma, 
by which the king granted permiſſion to the ſtates 
of Courland, to elect that prince for their duke, 
and appointed the day for his election and inſtal- 
ment, which accordingly took place in the month 
of January, notwithſtanding the clamour of many 
Poliſh grandees, who perſiſted in affirming, that 
the king had no power to grant ſuch permiſſion 
without the conſent of the gyet. 

The viciſſitudes of the campaign had produced 


no revolutions in the ſeveral ſyſtems adopted by 


the different powers in Europe. The Czarina, 
who in the month of June had ſignified her ſen- 
timents and deſigns againſt the king of Pruſſia, in 
a declaration delivered to all the foreign miniſters 
at Peterſburgh, ſeemed now, more than ever, deter- 


mined to act vigorouſly in behalf of the Empreſs- 


queen of Hungary, and the unfortunate king of 
Poland, who ſtill reſided at Warſaw. The court of 
Vienna, diſtributed among the Imperial miniſters 


at the leyeral courts of the empire, copies of a re- 


ſcri pt, 
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ſcript, explaining the conduct of her generals ſince 
the beginning of the campaign, and, concluding 
with expreſſions of ſelf- -approbation, to this effect. 
« Though the iſſue of the campaign be not as yet 
entirely ſatisfactory, and ſuch as might be deſired, 
the Imperial court enjoys, at leaſt, the ſincere ſa- 
tisfaction of reflefting, that, according to the change 


of circumſtances, it inſtantly took the moſt vigo - 


rous reſolutions; that it was never deficient in any 
thing that might contribute to the good of the 
common cauſe, and now employed in making pre- 
parations, from which the moſt happy conſequences 
may be expected.” 

We have already hinted at a decree of the Aulic 
council of the empire, publiſhed in the month of 
Auguſt, enjoining_ all directors of circles, all Im- 
verial towns, and the nobleſſe of the empire, to 
tranſmit to Vienna an exact liſt of all thoſe who had 
diſobeyed the avocatoria of the empire, and adhered 
to the rebeliion raiſed by the elector of Branden- 
burgh ; that their revenues might be ſequeſtred, 
and themſelves puniſhed in their honours, perſons, 
and effects. As the elector of Hanover was plain- 


ly pointed out, and, indeed, expreſly mentioned 
in this decree, the king of Great Britain, by the 


hands of baron Gemmegen, his electoral miniſter, 
preſented a memorial to the dyet of the empire in 
the month of November, enumerating the in- 
ſtances in which he had exerted himſelf, and even 
expoſed his life, for the preſervation and aggran- 
dizement of the houſe of Auſtria, In return for 
theſe important ſervices, he obſerved, that the Em- 
preſs- queen had refuſed him the affiftance ſtipu- 
ated 1 in treaties, againſt an invaſion planned by 

France, 
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An. 1758. France, whoſe hatred he had drawn upon himſelf 
by his friendſhip to that princeſs ; and his Impe- 

rial majeſty even denied him the dictatorial letters 

which he ſolicited: that the court of Vienna had 

ſigned a treaty with the crown of France, in which 

it was ſtipulated, that the French troops ſhould 

paſs the Weſer, and invade the electorate of Ha- 

nover, where they were joined by the troops of 

the Empreſs-queen, who ravaged his Britannic 
majeſty's dominions, with greater cruelty than even 

the French had practiſed ; and the ſame duke of 
Cumberland, who had been wounded at Dettia- mo 

gen in the defence of her Imperial majeſty, was tro. 
obliged to fight at Haſtenbeck againſt the troops ¶ ow 


of that very princeſs, in defence of his father's do- Ml vie 
| + minions: that ſhe ſent commiſſaries to Hanover, fie 
8 ho ſhared with the crown of France the contri- I 5h. 


4 | " - butions exrorted from that electorate; rejected all vir 
propoſals of peace, and diſmiſſed from her court 7" 
the miniſter of Brunſwic Lunenburg: that his Im- n 
perial majeſty, who had ſworn to protect the em- kin 
pire, and oppoſe the entrance of foreign troops his 
deſtined to oppreſs any of the ſtates of Germany, W _ 
afterwards required the king of England to with- W 


draw his troops from the countries which they oc- Pro 
cupied, that the French army might again have free of | 
paſſage into his German dominions: that the em- put 


peror had recalled theſe troops, releaſed them from "M 
their allegiance to their ſovereign, enjoined them = 
to abandon their poſts, their colours, and the ſer- 8 
vice in which they were embarked, on pain of EO 
being puniſhed in body, honour, ard eſtate; and AP 
that the king of England himſelf was threatened 
wich the ban of the empire. He took notice, that, 


1 
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in quality of elector, he had been accuſed of re- An.1758. 
fuſing to concur with the reſolutions of the dyet 
taken in the preceding year, of entering into alli- 
ance with the king of Pruſſia, joining his troops 
to the armies of that prince, employing auxiliaries 
belonging to the ſtates of the empire, ſending Eng- 
liſh forces into Germany, where they had taken 
poſſeſſion of Embden, and exacting contributions 
in different parts of Germany. In anſwer to theſe 
imputations, he alledged, that he could not, con- 
ſiſtent with his own ſafety, or the dictates of com- 
mon ſenſe, concur with a majority, in. joining his 
troops, which were immediately. neceſſary for his 
'own defence, to thoſe which, from the arbitrary 
views of the court of Vienna, were led againſt his 
friend and ally the king of Pruſſia, by a prince 
who did not belong to the generality of the em- 
pire, and on whom the command had been confer- 
red, without a previous concluſum of the Germa- 
nic body; that with reſpect to his alliance with the 
king of Pruſſia, he had a right, when deſerted by 
bis former allies, to ſeek aſſiſtance whereſoever it 
could be procured; and ſurely no juft grounds of 
complaint could be offered againſt that which his 
Pruſſian majeſty lent, to deliver the electoral ſtates 
of Brunſwic, as well as thoſe. of Brunſwic-Wolfem- 
buttle, Heſſe, and Buckebourg, from the oppreſ- 
fions of their common enemy. Poſterity, he ſaid, 
would hardly believe, that at a time when the 
troops of Auftria, the Palatinate, and Wirtemberg, 
were engaged to invade the countries of the empire, 
other members of the Germanic body, who em- 
ployed auxiliaries in their defence, ſhould be 
threatened with outlawry and ſequeſtration, 
He 


Au 8. 
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He owned, that, in quality of king, he had ſent 
over Engliſh troops to Germany, and taken poſſeſ. 
ſion of Embden; ſteps for which he was account- 
able to no power upon earth, although the confti. 
tutions of the empire permit the co-eſtates to-make 
uſe of foreign troops, not indeed for the purpoſe of 
invaſion or conqueſt in Germany, but for their de. 
fence and preſervation. He alſo acknowledged, 
that he had reſented the conduct and-chaſtiſed'the 
injuſtice of thoſe co-eſtates who had aſſiſted his ene. 
mies, and helped to ravage his dominions; infer- 
ring, that if the crown of France was free to pil. 


lage the eſtates of the duke of Brunſwic, and the 
land grave of Heſſe- Caſſel, becauſe they had ſup. 


plied the king of England with auxiliaries ; if the 


empreſs-queen had a tighe to appropriate to herſelf 
half of the contributions raiſed by the French king 
in theſe countries, ſurely his Britannic majeſty had 


an equal right to make thoſe feel the burden of the 


war, who had favoured the unjuſt enterprizes of his 
enemies. He expreſſed his hope, that the dyet, af- 
ter having duly conſidered theſe - circumſtances, 
would, by way of advice, propoſe to his imperial 
majeſty, that he ſhould annul his moſt inconſiſtent 


mandates ; and not only take effectual meaſures to | 


protect the electorate, and its allies, but alſo give 


order for commencing againſt the empreſs queen, 


as archduchels of. Aufs, the elector Palatine, and 
the duke of Wirtemberg, ſuch proceedings as ſhe 
wanted to enforce againſt his Britannic majeſty, 
elector of Brunſwic- Lunenburg. For this pur- 


poſe the miniſter now requeſted their excellencies 
to aſk immediately the neceſſary inſtructions from 
their prancipals\. 

a | The 


GEORGE: H. 

The reſt of this long memorial contained a juſti- 
fcation of his Britannic majeſty's conduct, in de- 
rating from the capitulation of Cloſter - ſeven; 
with a i refutatibn of the arguments adduced, and a 
retortion of the reproaches levelled againſt the king 
of England, in the paper or manifeſto, eompoſed 
and publiſhed under the direction of the French 
miniſtry, and entitled A Parallel of the conduct 
of the king of France, with that of the king of 
England, relative to the breach of the capitulation 
of Cloſter- ſeven by the Hanoverians.” 

But to this invective a more circumſtantial an- 


ſver was publiſhed ; in which, among other cu- 


nous particulars, the letter of expoſtulation, ſaid to 
have been written by the Pruſſian monarch to the 
king of Great- Britain after the defeat at Collin, is 
treated as an infamous piece of forgery, produced 
by ſome venal pen, employed to impoſe upon the 
public. The author alſo, in his endeavours to de- 
monſtrate his Britannic majeſty's averſion to a con- 
tinental war, very juſtly obſerves, that “ none but 
ſuch as are unacquainted with the maritime force of 
England can believe, that, without a diverſion on 
the continent, to employ part of the enemy's force, 
ſhe is not in a condition to hope for ſucceſs, and 
maintain her ſuperiority at ſea. England, there- 
fore, had no intereſt to foment quarrels or wars in 
Europe; but, for the ſame reaſon there was room to 
fear, that France would embrace a different ſyſtem; 
accordingly ſhe took no pains to conceal her views, 
and het envoys declared publicly, that a war upon 
the continent was inevitable; and that the king's 
dominions in Germany would be its principal ob- 
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An.1758. jet.” He aſterwards, in the courſe of his argy. 


mentation, adds, that they muſt be very igno- 


rant, indeed, who imagine that the forces of Eng- 


land are not able to reſiſt thole of France, unleſs 


the latter be hindered from turning all her efforts þ 
to the fea. In caſe of a war upon the continent, 


the two powers muſt pay ſubſidies; only with this 
difference, that France can employ. her own land- 
forces, and aſpire at conqueſts.” 

Such were the profeſſed ſentiments of the "I 
m founded upon eternal truth and demonſtra- 
tion, and openly avowed, when the buſineſs was to 
prove, that it was not the intereſt of G— B—— 
to maintain a war upon the continent; but after- 
wards, when this continental war was eagerly el- 
pouſed, foſtered, and cheriſhed by the blood and 
treaſure of the E nation, then the partiſans of 
that very m— y, which had thus declared that 
E d, without any diverſion on the continent 
of Europe, was an over-match for France by ſea, 
which may be termed the Britiſh element; then 


their partiſans, their champions, declaimers, and 


dependaats, were taught to riſe in rebellion againſt 


their former doctrine, and, in defiance of common 


ſenſe and reflection, affirm, that a diverſion in Ger- 
many was abſolutely neceſſary to the ſucceſsful iſſue 


of England's operations in Alta, Africa, and Ame- | 


rica. 

Notwithſtanding all the facts and denjuments af- 
ſembled in this elaborate memorial, to expoſe the 
ingratitude of the Empreſs-queen, and demon- 


ſtrate the opprefſive meaſures adopted by the Im- 


perial power, it remains to be proved, that the 
mem- 


cu 


tal 


f. 


er 
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member of a community is not obliged to yield 
obedience to the reſolutions taken, and the decrees 
publiſhed, by the majority of thoſe that compoſe 


this community; eſpecially when reinforced with 


the authority of the ſupreme magiſtrate, and not 
repugnant to the fundamental conſtitution on 
which that community was eſtabliſhed. 

If the Empreſs- queen was not gratified to the 


extent of her wiſhes in the fortune of the cam- 


paign, at leaſt her ſelf. importance was flattered in 
another point, which could not fail of being inte- 
reſting to a princeſs famed for a glowing zeal and 
inviolable attachment to the religion of Rome. In 


the month of Auguſt the Pope conferred upon her 


the title of Apoſtolical Queen of Hungary, con- 
veyed by a brief, in which he extolled her piety, 
and launched out into retroſpective elogiums of 
her predeceflors the princes of Hungary, who had 
gloried in the croſs of Chriſt, and been always ac- 
cuſtomed to fight and overcome for the catholic 
faith under this holy banner. 

This compliment, however, ſhe did not derive 
from the regard of Proſper Lambertini, who ex- 
erciſed the papal ſway under the aſſumed name of 
Benedict XIV. That Pontiff, univerſally eſteem- 
ed for his good ſenſe, moderation, and humanity, 
had breathed his laſt in the month of April, in the 
eighty fourth year of his age; and in July was ſuc- 
ceeded in the papacy by cardinal Charles Rezzoni- 
co, biſhop of Padua, by birth a Venetian. Ale 
was formerly auditor of the Rota; afterwards pro- 
moted to the purple by Pope Clement XII. at the 
nomination of the republic of Venice; was diflin- 
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An. 1758. guiſhed by the title of St. Maria d'Ara Cceli, the 


principal convent of the Cordeliers, and nominated 
protector of the Pandours, or IIlyrians. When he 
aſcended the papal chair, he aſſumed the name of 
Clement XIII. in gratitude to the laſt of that name, 


who was his benefactor. Though of a diſagreeable 


perſon, and even deformed in his body, he enjoys 
good health, and a vigorous conftitution. As an 
eccleſiaſtic, his life is exemplary ; his morals are 
pure and unimpeached : in his character he is ſaid 
to be learned, diligent, ſteady, devout, and in 
every reſpect worthy to ſucceed ſuch a predeceſſor 
as Benedict. 

The king of Spain wiſely perſiſted in reaping 
the advantages of a neutrality, notwithſtanding the 
intrigues of the French partiſans at the court of 


Madrid, who endeavoured to alarm his jealouſy by 


the conqueſts which the Enguth had projected in 
America. 

The king of Sardinia ſagaciouſly kept aloof, re- 
ſolving, in imitation of his predeceſſors, to main- 
tain his power on a reſpectable footing, and be rea- 
dy to ſeize all opportunities to extend and promote 
the intereſt of his crowy and the advantage of his 
country. | 

As for the king of Portugal, he had prudently 
embraced the ſame ſyſtem of forbearance : 
the latter end of the ſeaſon his attention was en- 
groſſed by a domeſtic incident of a very extraodi- 
nary nature. Whether he had, by particular in- 


ſtances of ſeverity, exaſperated the minds of cer- 
tain individua's, and exerciſed his dominion in ſuch 
acts of arbitrary power as excited a general ſpirit of 
diſaffection among his. nobility; or, laſtly, by the 

vigor- 


but in 
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ſeſuits in Paraguay, and their correſpondents in 
Portugal, had incurred the reſentment of that ſo- 
ciety, we ſhall not pretend to determine : perhaps 
all theſe motives concurred in giving birth to a 
conſpiracy againſt his life, which was actually exe- 
cared at this juncture with the moſt deſperate re- 
ſolution. On the third day of September the 
king; according to cuſtom, going out in a carriage 
to take the air, accompanied by one domeſtic, was, 
in the night, at a ſolitary place near Belem, attacked 
by three men on horſeback, armed with blunder- 
buſſes, one of whom fired his piece at the coach- 
man without effect. The man, however, terrified 
both on his own account and that of his ſove- 
reign's, drove the mules at full ſpeed; a circum- 
ſtance which in ſome meaſure diſconcerted the 
other two conſpirators, who purſued him at full 
gallop, and, having no leiſure to take aim, diſ- 
charged their pieces at random through the back 
of the carriage. The flugs with which they were 
loaded happened to paſs between the kiog's right 
arm and his breaſt, dilacerating the parts from the 
ſhoulder to the elbow, but without damaging the 
bone, or penetrating into the cavity of the body. 
Finding himſelf grievouſly wounded, and the blood 
flowing apace, he, with ſuch preſence of mind as 
cannot be ſufficently admired, inſtead of proceed- 
ing to the palace, which was at ſome diſtance, or- 
dered the coachman to return to Junqueira, where 
his principal ſurgeon reſiled, and there his wounds 
were immediately dreſſed. By this reſolution, he 
not only prevented the irreparable miſchief that 


might have ariſen from an exceſſive effuſion of. 
NuMs, XIX. | B b cod; 
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An.1738- blood; but, without all doubt, ſaved his life from a 

dhe hands of other aſſaſſins, poſted on the road to | 

accompliſh the regicide, in cafe he ſhould eſcape k 

alive from the firſt attack. This inſtance of the q 

| king's recollection was magnified into a miracle, n 

| on a ſuppoſition that it muſt have been the effect d 
| of divine inſpiration ; and, indeed, among a people | 

| addicted to ſuperſtition, might well pats for a fa. * 

| vourable interpoſition of Providence. p 

The king, being thus diſabled in his right arm, n 

iſſued a decree, inveſting the queen with the abſo- ri 

| Jute power of government. In the mean time, ng m 

perſon had acceſs to his preſence but herſelf, the Z 

| firſt miniſter, the cardinal de Saldanha, the phy- d. 

ficians, and ſurgeons. An embargo was immedi- pe 


: ately laid on all the ſhipping in the port of Liſbon, w 
E Rewards were publicly offered, together with ni 


| | promiſe of pardon to the accomplices, for de- tr 
| tecting any of the aſſaſſins; and ſuch other mea- MW fo 
| | fures uſed, that in a little time the whole conſpi- P. 

racy was diſcovered: a conſpiracy the more dan- nc 


| gerous, as it appeared to have been formed by fu 
perſons of the firſt quality and influence. Tie th 
duke de Aveiro, of the family of Maſcarenhas ; the W tec 


* 
marquis de Tavora, who had been viceroy of Goa, do 
and now actually enjoyed the commiſſion ot ge- ca 
neral of the horſe; the count de Attouguia, the re! 
marquis de Ailoria, together with their wives, th 
children, and whole families, were arreſted imme- pr 


diately after the aſſaſſination, as principals in the #0! 

deſign; and many other accomplices, including Po 

fome Jeſuits, were apprehended in the ſequel, The the 

further proceedings on this myſterious affair, with the 

the fate of the conſpirators, will be particularized m: 
: among 


oo OB 


GEORGE I. 
among the tranſactions of the following year. At 
preſent it will be ſufficient to obſerve, that the 


king's wounds were attended with no bad conſe- 
guences; nor did the impriſonment 05 thoſe. 


ncblemen pigs. any diſturbance in the Kking- 


dom. 
The domeſtic occurrences Of France were ef 


with a continuation of the diſputes between the 
parliaments and clergy, touching the bull Unige- 
nitus. In vain the king had e his autho- 
rity; firlt propoſing an accommodations then com- 
manding the parliament to forbear taking cogni- 
zance of a religious conteſt; which did not fal] un- 
der their juriſdiction ; and, thirdly, baniſhing their 
perſons, - and abrogating their power. He after- 
wards found it neceſſary to the peace of his domi- 
nions to recall and reinſtate thoſe venerable pa- 
triots; and, being convinced of the intolerable in— 


ſolence and turbulent ſpirit of the archbiſhop of 
Paris, had exijed chat prelate in his turn. He was 


no ſooner re- admitted to his function, than he re- 
ſumed his former conduct, touching the denial of 
the ſacraments to thoſe who retuled to acknow— 
ledge the bull Unigenitus: he even acted with 
doubled zeal; intrigued with the other 1 ; 
caballed among the interior clergy; and not only 
revived, but augmented the troubles throughout 
the whole kinadem: Biſhops, curates, and monks, 
preſumed to withhold ſpiritual conſolation irom per- 
lons in extremity, and were Bure by the civil 
power. Other parliaments 0: the Kingdom followed 
the example exhibited by « th wy oi P eng in aſfurting 
their authority and privileges. The king com- 
manded them to deſiſt, on pain of igcurtin 
2.1 
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dignation: they remonſtrated, and perſevered; 
while the archbiſhop repeated his injunctions and 
cenſures, and continued to inflame the diſpute to 
ſuch a dangerous degree, that he was given to un- 
derſtand he ſhould be again obliged to quit the 
capital, if he did not proceed with more mode- 
ration. 3 | | 

But the chief care of the French miniſtry was 
employed in regulating the finances, and eſtabliſh- 
ing funds of credit for raiſing money to pay ſubſi- 
dies, and maintain the war in Europe and America, 
Ja the courſe of this year they had not only conſi- 
derably reinforced their armies in Germany, but 
made ſurpriſing efforts to ſupply the colony of Ca- 
nada with troops, artillery, ſtores, and ammunition, 


for its defence againſt the operations of the Britiſh 


forces, which greatly out-numbered the French 
upon the continent. The court of Verſailles prac- 
tiſed every, ſtratagem to elude the vigilance of the 
Engliſh cruiſers. The ſhips deſtined for America 
they detached, both ſingle and in convoys, ſome- 
times from the Mediterranean, ſometimes from 
their harbours in the Channel. They aſſembled 
tranſports in one port, in order to withdraw the 
attention of their enemies from another where 
their convoys lay ready for ſailing ; and in boiſter- 
ous weather, when the Engliſh could no longer 
block up their harbours, their ſtoreſhips came forth, 
and hazarded the vovage, for the relief of their 
American ſettlements, Thoſe that had the good 
fortune to arrive on the coaſt of that continent, 
were obliged to have recourſe to different expe- 
dients for eſcaping the Britiſh ſquadrons ſtationed 
at Halifax, or cruiſing ia the bay of St. Laurence. 

They 
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They either ventured to navigate the river, before Au. 1758. 


it was clear of the ice, ſo early in the ſpring, that 
the enemy had not yet quitted the harbour of No- 
va Scotia; or they waited on the coaſt of New- 
foundland for ſuch thick fogs as might ſcreen them 
from the notice of the Engliſh cruiſers, in ſailing 
up the gulph; or, laſtly, they penetrated through 
the ſtreights of Belleifle, a dangerous paſſage, 

which however led them directly into the river St. 
Laurence, at a conſiderable diſtance above the ſta- 
tion of the Britiſh ſquadron. 


Though the French navy was by this time e ſo 


reduced, that it could neither face the Engliſh at 


ſea, nor furniſh proper convoys for commerce, 


her miniſtry nevertheleſs attempted to alarm the 
ſubjects of Great Britain with the project of an in- 
vaſion. Flat-bottomed boats were built, tranſ- 
ports collected, large ſhips of the line equipped, 
and troops ordered to aſiemble on the coaſt for 
embarkation ; but this was no more than a feint to 
arouſe the apprehenſion of the Engliſh, diſconcert 
the adminiſtration, prejudice the national credit, 


and deter the government from ſending forces to 
keep alive the war in Germany. A much more 


J cfic&tual method they took to diſtreſs the trade of 
England, by laying up their uſeleſs ſhips of war, 


and encouraging the equipment of ſtout priva- 


ters, that did conſiderable damage to the com- 
merce of Great Britain and Ireland, by cruiſing in 
tne ſeas of Europe and America. Some of them 


lay cloſe in the harbours of the Channel, fronting 
the coaſt of England, and darted out occaſionally | 


on the trading ſhips of this nation, as they received 
melligence from boats employed for that purpole. 
Bb3 Some 
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Some choſe their ſtation in the North ſea, where 


a great number of captures were made upon the 
coaſt of Scotland; others cruiſed in the chops of 
the Channel, and even ta the weſtward of Ireland ; 
but the far greater number ſcoured the ſeas in che 
neighbourhood of the Leeward Iſlands in the Weſt 
Indies, where they took a prodigious number of 
Britiſh ſhips, ſailing to and from the ſugar colonies, 
and conveyed them to their own ſettlements in 
Martinique, Guadalupe, or St. Domingo. 

With reſpect to the war that raped i in Germany, 
the king of Denmark wiſely puriued that courſe 
which happily preſerved him from being involved 
in thoſe troubles by which great part of Europe 
was agitated, and terminated in that point of na- 
tional advantage which a king ought ever to have 
in view for the benefit of his people. By ob- 
ſerving a ſcrupulous neutrality, he inhanced his im- 
portance among his neighbours : he ſaw himſelf 
courted by all the beiligerant powers: he ſaved the 
blood and treaſure of his ſubjects: he received 
large ſubſidies, in conſideration of his forbearance; 
and enjoyed, unmoleſted, a much more conſider- 
able ſhare of commerce than he could expect to 


carry on, even in times of univerſal tranquillity. 


He could not perceive that the proteſtant religion 


had any thing to apprehend from the confederacy } 


which was formed againſt the Pruffian monarch ; 


nor was he miſled into all the expence, the perils, 


and diſquiets of a ſanguinary war, by that ignis 
fatuus which hath ſeduced and impoveriſhed other 
opulent nations, under the ſpecious title of the hal- 
lacce of power in Germany. Howſoever he might 
be ſwayed by private inclination, he did not think 
| | il 
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ther Pomerania was poſſeſſed by Sweden or Pruſ- 
fa; whether the French army was driven back 
beyond the Rhine, or penetrated once more into 
the electorate of Hanover; whether the empreſs- 
queen was ftripped of her remaining poſſeſſions in 
Sileſia, or the k—— of P——a circumſcribed 
within the original bounds of his dominion. He 
took it for granted, that France, for her own ſake, 
would prevent the ruin of that enterpriſing mo- 
narch; and that the houſe of Auftria would not be 


ſo impolitie, and blind to its own intereſt, as to 


permit the empreſs of Ruſſia to make and retain 
conqueſts in the empire; but, even if theſe powers 
ſhould be weak enough to ſacrifice all the maxims 
of ſound policy-to caprice or reſentment, he did 


not think himſelf ſo deeply concerned in the event, 


as, for the diſtant project of what might poſſibly 
happen, to plunge headlong into a war that mult 
be attended with certain and immediate diladvan- 
tages. True it is, he had no hereditary electorate 
in Germany that was threatened with invaſion 3 

nor, if he had, is it to be ſuppoſed that a prince of 
his ſagacity and patriotiſm would have impove- 
riſned his kingdom of Denmark, for the precarious 
defence of a diſtant territory. It was reſerved for 
another nation to adopt the pernicious abſurdity of 
waſting its blood and treaſure, exhauſting its reve- 
nues, loading its own back with the molt grievous 
impoſitions, incurring an enormous debt big with 
bankruptcy and ruin; in a word, of expending 
above an hundred and fifty millions ſterling in 
iruitleſs efforts to defend a diſtant country, the en- 
tire property of which was never valued at- one 
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| it was a point of conſequence to his kingdom whe- An. 1758. 
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twentieth part of that ſum; a country with which 


it had no natural e hut a common alli- 
ance ariſing from accident. 


The king of Denmark, though himſelf a prince 


of the Empire, and poſſeſſed of dominions in Ger- 
many, almaſt contiguous to the ſcenes of the pre 2 
ſent war, did not yet © think himſelf ſo nearly con- 
cerned in the iſſue, as to declare himſelf either 
principal or auxiliary in the quarrel. Yet he tock 
care to maintain his forces, by ſea and land, upon 
a reſpectable footing ; and, by this conduct, he not 
only provided for the ſecurity of his own country, 
but over-awed the belligerant powers, who confi- 


dered him as a prince capable of making either 


ſcale preponderate, juſt as he might chuſe to trim 
the ballance. Thus he preſerved Kia wealth, com- 
merce, and conſequence undiminiſhed, and, in- 
ſtead of being harraſſed as a party, was honoured 
as an umpire. Had Great Britain adhered to theſe 
prudent - maxims, with regard to the continent, 


from which ſhe is, both by 1 nature and intereſt, in- 


finitely farther removed, ſhe muſt have been at 
this day one of the moſt powerful, opulent, and 
happy nations that ever flouriſhed on the face of 
the earth; and, as arbitreſs of all Europe, would 
have rely acted a much more important part than 
ſhe now performs on the theatre of Germany. 
The United Provinces, though as adverſe as his 


Daniſh majeſty to any participation in the war, did 


not however ſo ſcrupulouſly obſerve the neutrality 


they profeſſed : at leaſt, the traders of that repub- 


lic, either from an inordi nate thirſt of lucre, or 
a ſecret byaſs in favour of the enemies of Great 
Britain, aſliſted the F rench commerce with all the 


ap- 
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appearance of the molt flagrant partiality. We An. 1758. 


have, in the beginning of this year's tranſactions, 
obſerved, that a great number of their ſhips were 
taken by the. Engliſh cruiſers, and condemned as 
egal prizes, for having French property on board: 
that the Dutch merchants, exaſperated by their 
loſſes, exclaimed againſt the Engliſh as pirates and 
robbers, petitioned the States for redreſs in very: 
high terms, and even loudly clamoured for a war 
againſt Great Britain. The charge of violence and 
injuſtice which they brought againſt the Engliſh 
for taking and confiſcating the ſhips that tranſ- 
ported to Europe the produce of the French iſlands 
in the Weſt Indies, they founded on the tenth ar- 
ticle of a treaty of commerce berween Great Bri- 
rain and the States General of the United Provinces, 
concluded in the year one thouſand fix hundred 
and ſixty-eight, ſtipulating, * That whatever ſhall 
be found on board the ſhips of the ſubjects of the 
United Provinces, though the lading or part there- 
of may belong to the enemies of Great Britain, 
mall be free and unmoleſted ; except theſe be pro- 
hibited goods, which are to be fcrved in the man- 
ner preſcribed by the foregoing articles.” From 
this article the Dutch merchants argued, that, if 
there be no pronibited goods on board, the Engliſh 
had no right to ſtop or moleſt any of their ſhips, or 
make the leaſt inquiry to whom the merchandize 
belonged, whence iz was. brought, or whither 


bound. This plea the Engliſh caſuiſts would by 


no means admit, for the following reaſons : A ge- 
neral and perpetual licence to carry on the whole 
trade of their enemy, would be ſuch a glaring ab- 
ſurdity, as no conyention could authorize : com- 

mon 
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no man can be ſuppoſed to have conſented to an 
abſurdity; therefore the interpretation given by 


the Dutch to this article, could not be ſuppoſed to 


be its true and genuine meaning; which, indeed, 


relates to nothing more than the common courſe of 
trade, as it was viually carried on in time of peace, 
But, even ſhould this interpretation be accepted, 


the article, and the treaty itſelf, would be ſuper. 
ſeded and annulled by a ſubſequent treaty, con- 
cluded between the two nations in the year one 


_ thouſand ſix hundred and ſeventy-five, and often 


confirmed fince that period, ſtipulating, in a ſecret 
article, That neither of the contracting parties 
ſhould give, nor conſent that any of their ſubjects 
and inhabitants ſhould give any aid, favour, or 
counſel, directly or indirectly, by lànd or fea, or on 
the freſh waters ; nor ſhould furniſh, or permit the 
ſubjects or inhabitants of their reſpective territories, 
to furniſh any ſhips, ſoldiers, ſeamen, victuals, mo- 
neys, inſtruments of war, gunpowder, or any other 
neceſſaries for making war, to the enemies of either 
party, of any rank or condition ſoever. Now the 
Dutch have infringed this article in many inſtances, 


during the preſent war, both in Europe and Ame- 


rica; and, as they have ſo openly contravened one 
treaty, the Engliſh are not obliged to obſerve any 
other. They, moreover, forfeited all right to the 
obſervance of the treaty in queſtion, by refuling 
the ſuccours with which they were bound, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, to furniſh*the king of Great 
Britain; in caſe any of his territories in Europe 
ſhould be attacked : for nothing could be more 


weak and frivolous thaa the allegation upon which 
f | this 


GEORGE I. 
t this refuſal was founded; namely, that the hoſti- An. 1758. 


1 ities in Europe Were commenced by the Engliſh, 
/ when they ſeized and confiſcated the veſſels of 
) France; and they, being the aggreſſors, had no 
, right to inſiſt upon the fuccours ſtipulated in a 
4 treaty which was purely defenſive. If this argu- 
ment had any weight, the treaty itſelf can have no 


„ ſignification. The French, as they did in the 
preſent caſe, will always commence the war in 
America; and when their ſhips, containing rein- 
: forcements and ſtores for the maintenance of that 
war, ſhall be taken on the European ſeas, perhaps 
in conſequence of their being expoſed for that pur- 
- poſe, they will exclaim that the Engliſh were the 
aggreſſors in Europe, conſequently deprived of all 
benefit accruing from the defenſive treaty ſubſiſting 
berween them and the States General of the United 
Provinces. It being impoſſible for the Engiiſh to 
terminate the war, while their enemies derive the 
finews of it from their commerce carried on in neu- 
tral bottoms, they are obliged to ſuppreſs ſuch col- 
juſions, by that neceſſity which Grotius himſelf hath. 
allowed to be ſufficient excuſe for deviating from 
the letter of any treaty whatſoever. In time of 
peace no Dutch ſhips were permitted to carry the 
produce of any French ſugar iſland, or even to 
trade in any of the French ports in America or 
the Weſt- Indies; conſequently the treaty which 
they quote can never juſtity them in carrying on 
commerce, which, as it did not exiſt, and was 
not foreſeen, could not poſſibly be guarded againſt 
when that convention was ratified. Grotius, whoſe 
authority is held in ſuch veneration among the 
Dutch, has determined, that every nation has a 
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An. 1758. right to ſeize and confiſcate the goods of any ney. 
tral power, which ſhall attempt to carry them in:o 


any place which is blocked up by that nation, ei- 
ther by land or ſea The French iſlands in the 


Weſt-Indies. were ſo blocked up by the Engliſh 
cruiſers, that they could receive no relief from 
their own government, conſequently no neutral 
power could attempt to ſupply them without fall- 


ing under this predicament“. 


I; 


In the reign of king Wil- 


liam, when the'Engliſh and 
Dutch were engaged in'a war 
againſt France, the northern 
powers of Sweden and Den- 


mark attempted to carry on 


the French commerce, under 
the ſhade of neutrality; but 


the Dutch and Engliſh joined 


in ſeizing the veſſels that were 
thus employed. Complaints 


of theſe captures were made 


at London and the Hague, 
and the complainants were 
given to underſtand at both 
places, that they ſhould not 
be allowed to carry on any 
trade with France, but what 
was uſual in time of peace. 
In conſequence of this decla- 
ration, Mr. Groning formed 
the defign of writing a trea- 
tiſe on the freedom of navi- 
gation, and communicated the 


plan of his work to the cele- 


brated Puffendorf, who ſigni- 
fied his ſentiments in the fol- 
lowing letter, which is pre- 
ſerved by the learned Barbey- 
rac, in his notes upon that 


6 


author's treatiſe on the law of 
nature and nations. 

« The work, Sir, which 
you have in view, relating to 
the liberty of navigation, ex- 
cites my curioſity. It is a cu- 
rious ſubject, which no perſon 
that I know of has yet parti- 
cularly handled. I very much 


fear, however, if J may judge 


from your letter, that you will 
find people who will diſpute 
your notions. 'The queſtion 
1s certainly one of thoſe which 
have not yet been ſettled on 
any clear or undeniable prin- 
ciples, ſo as to afford a gene- 
ral rule to mankind. In all 
the examples brought on this 
ſubject, there is a mixture of 
right and fact. Each nation 
uſually allows, or forbids, the 
maritime commerce of neu- 
tral people with its enemy, 
either according as it happens 
to be its intereſt to preſerve 
the friendſhip of thoſe peo- 
ple, or it finds itſelf ſtrong 
enough to obtain from them 
what 1t requires, For exam- 


ple, 


— — — fg 2 
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It was for theſe reaſons that the king of England An. 1758. 
declared, by the mouth of Mr. Vork, his mini- Remarks 


ſter 


vle, the TE and Dutch 


may ſay, without abſurdity, 
that it is lawful for them to do 
all the miſchief they can to 
the French, with whom they 
are at war, and, confequent- 
ly, to employ the method 
moſt proper to weaken them, 
which is to traverſe and ruin 
their trade, They ſay it is not 
reaſonable that neutral na- 
tions ſhould enrich themſelves 
at their expence, and, by en- 


groſſing a commerce which 


the Engliſh and Dutch are de- 


prived of, furniſh the French 


with money to maintain the 
war, This ſeems the rather 
juſt, becauſe England and 
Holland commonly favour the 
trade of neutral nations, by 
ſuffering them to tranſport, 
and fell in foreign markets 
merchandize of their own 
growth and manufacture. In 
ſhort, they ſay that they are 
willing to leave them in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the trade they uſu- 
ally carry on in time of peace; 
but they cannot ſee them take 
advantage of the war, to ex- 
tend their commerce to the 
prejudice of England and 
Holland; but as this matter 
of trade and navagation does 
not ſo much depend upon 
rules founded on a general 


law, as upon conventions 


made between particular na- 


397 


on the 
conduct 


tions, ſo, in order to form a of both 


ſolid judgment of the point 
in queſtion, we ought previ- 
ouſly to examine what treaties 
ſubſiſt between the northern 
crowns on one part, and Eng- 
land and Holland on the 
other; and whether theſe laſt 
powers have offcred the for - 
mer juſt and reaſonable con- 
ditions. On the other hand, 
nevertheleſs, if the northern 
princes can maintain their 
trade with France, by ſending 
ſtrong convoys with their 
fleets, I ſee nothing to blame 
in this practice, provided their 
veſſels have no contraband 
merchandize on board. The 
laws of humanity and equity 
between nations, do not ex- 
tend ſo far as to require, with- 
out any apparent neceſſity. 
that one people ſhould give 


up their profit in favour of 


another. But as che avarice 
of merchants is ſo great, that, 
for the ſmalieſt gain, they 
make no ſcruple of exceeding 
the juſt bounds of commerce ; 
ſo nations that 
may certainly vißt neutral 
ſhips, and if they find prohi- 
bited g:ods on board, have a 
full right to confiſcate them, 
Beſides, J am not at all ſur- 
prized, that the northern 
crowns have a greater regard 
to the general intereſt of Eu- 

rope, 


are at war 


nations. 
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38 HISTORY of ENGLAND. 
An. 1758. ſter plenipotentiary at the Hague, in a conferencs f. 
held in the month of Auguſt with the deputies ofthe ſl 
States General, that though he was ready to concur i u 
in every meaſure that ſhould be propoſed for giv. ft 
ing ſatisfaction to their High Mightineſſes, wick 1 © 
whom he had always ſtudied to live in the moſt il 
perfect union, he was nevertheleſs determined, not MI 
to ſuffer the trade of the French colonies in Ame- B 
rica to be carried on by the ſubjects of other oy n 
ers, under the ſpecious pretext of neutrality: b 
to permit words to be interpreted as a ence to tl 
drive a trade with his enemies, which, though not al 
particularly ſpecified in the articles of contraband, v 
was nevertheleſs rendered ſuch in all reſpects, and ir 
in every ſenſe, by the nature of the circ umſtances. v 
It is not at all more ſurpriſing, that the Dutch mer- 
chants ſhould complain, than that the Engliſh go. it 
5 | vernment ſhould perſiſt in confiſcating the ſhips that T: 


bounds an inſolent and ex- 
orbitant power which threat- 


hazard, &c.“ 


rates 


| were found to contain the merchandize of their ene- W 
1 mies. The individual traders of every mercantile MW d 
nation will run conſiderable riſques in extending their f. 

particular commerce, even when they know it muſt ti 
be detrimental to the general intereſt of their . 
country. In the war maintained by the confede- 4 
— . 
rope, than to the complaints ens Europe Wien llavery, and % 
of ſome rapacious merchants, the protefiant religion with | 
who care not how matters ruin. This being the interel * 
go, provided they can ſatisfy of the northern crowns, it is tk 
; | their thirſt of Jucre. Theſe neither juſt nor neceſſary, p 
princes wiſely judge, that it is that, for a preſent advantage, th 
not at all convenient for them they ſhould interrupt ſuch 2 
to precipitate meaſures, while ſalutary deſign, eſpecially 25 N 
other nations unite all their they neither incur the ſmalleſt C( 
forces, to reduce within expence, nor run the lead th 


5 
a 
5 
i 


© — Ld 
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rates againſt Louis XIV. of France, the merchant 41258. 


ſhips of the Dutch carried on an uninterrupted 


trade to the French ports; and, not withſtandiog 


the repeated ſollicitations of England, the States 
General could never be prevailed upon to prohibit 
this commerce, which undoubtedly enabled France 
to protract the war. The truth is, they gave the 
Britiſn miniſtry to underſtand, that unleſs they con- 
nived at this traffic, their ſubjects could not poſſi- 


bly defray their proportion of the expence at whieh 
the war was maintained, It is well known through 
all Europe, that the ſubjects of the United Pro- 


vinces reaped conſiderable advantage, not only 


from this branch of illicit trade, but alſo by pro- 


viding for both armies in Flanders, and by the 
practice of ſtock jobbing in England; conſequently 
it was not the intereſt, either of the States Gene- 
ral, or the Engliſh general, between whom there 
was a very good underſtanding, to bring that war 
to a ſpeedy concluſion 3 nor, indeed, ought we to 
fix the imputation of partiality upon a whole na- 
tion, for the private conduct of individuals, influ- 
enced by motives of ſelf-intereſt, which operate 
with the ſame energy in Holland, and among the 
ſubjects of Great Britain. In the courſe of the 
laſt war, ſuch a ſcandalous appetite for gain pre- 


vailed in different parts of the Britiſh dominions, 
that the French iflands were actually ſupplied with 
proviſions, ſlaves, and lumber, from Ireland and 


the Britiſh colonies in North America; and Marti- 
nique, in particular, muſt have ſurrendered to the 
commander of the Engliſh ſquadron ftationed in 
thoſe ſeas, had it not been thus ſupported by Eng- 
iſh ſubjects. Certain it is, the Dutch had ſome 


reaſon 
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An. 1 758. 


Confe- 
rences be- 
tween the 
Britiſh 
amdaſſa- 
dor and 
the States 
General. 


HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
reaſon to complain that they were deccyed into this 
ſpecies of traffic by the article of a treaty, which, 
in their opinion, admitted of no limitation; and 
that the government of Great Britain, without any 


previous warning, or explaining its ſentiments on 


this ſubject, ſwept the ſea at once of all their veſſels 
employed in this commerce, and condemned them 
without mitigation, to the entire ruin of many 
thouſand families. Conſidering the intimate con- 
nection of mutual intereſt ſubſiſting between Great 
Britain and the States of the United Provinces, 
they ſeem to have had ſome right to an intimation 
of this nature, which, in all probability, would 


have induced them to reſign all proſpect of advan- 
tage from the proſecution of ſuch a traffic. 


Beſides the univerſal clamour excited in Holland, 


and the famous memorial preſented ro the States 


General, which we have already mentioned in an- 
other place, a depuration of merchants waited four 


times ſucceſſively on the Princeſs Regent, to ex- 


plaintheir grievances, anddemanded her concurrence 
in augmenting the navy for the preſervation of 
their commerce. She promiſed to interpoſe her 
beſt offices with the court of Great Britain; and 
theſe co-operating with repreſentations made by 


the States General, the Engliſh miniſter was im- 
powered to open conferences at the Hague, in or- 


der to bring all matrers in diſpute ro an amicable 
accommodation. Theſe endeavours, however, 
proved ineffectual. The Britiſh cruiſers continued 
to take, and the Briciſh court condemn, all Dutch 
veſſels containing the produce of the French ſugar 
iſlands, The merchants of Holland and Zealand 


renewed their complaints with redoubled clamour, 
| and 


— GEORGE II. 3 

and all the trading part of the nation, reinforced by An. 1758. 

the whole party that oppoſed the houſe of Orange, | 

cried aloud for an immediate augmentation of the 
marine, and repriſals upon the pirates of England. 

The princeſs, in order to avoid extremities, was 

obliged not only to employ all her perſonal influ- 

ence with the States General, but alſo to play off 
one faction againſt another in the way of remon- 

ſtrance and exclamation. \ 

As far back as the month of Tune, ſhe preſented Manage- 

a memorial to the States General, reminding them, meat of 

83 | eh) | the Prin- 

that in the beginning of the war between France ceſs Re- 

and England, ſhe had adviſed an augmentation gent. 

ſhould be made in their land-forces, to \ ſtrengthen 

the garriſons of the frontier towns, and cover the 

territories of the republic from invaſion. She 

gave them to underſtand, that the provinces of 

Gueldres and Overyſſel, intimidated by the proxi- 

mity of two formidable armies, had reſolved to de- 

mand, that the augmentation of their land-forces | 
r. be taken into conſideration by the other 
provinces; and requeſted her to reinforce their ſo- 
r MW licitations that this meaſure might immediately 
i W take place. This requeſt, ſhe ſaid, ſhe the more 
U 
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wo 


eg 160 
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readily granted, as ſhe could not but be ſenſible of 

the imminent danger that threatened the republic, 
- W eſpecially ſince the Hanoverian army had paſſed the 
2 WW Rhine; and as it behoved the ſtate to put itſelf in 
„a condition to hinder either army from retiring into 
1 WW the territories of the republic, if it ſhould be de- 
1 MW feated; for, in that caſe, the conqueror being au- 
r 
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thorized to purſue his enemy wherever he can find 
him, would bring the war into the heart of their 
„country. This repreſentation had no other effect 
chan that of ſuſpending the meaſure which each 
ͤ— *  S© | party 
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An. 1758. party propoſed. The priaceſs, in her anſwer to the 
fourth deputation. of the merchants, declared that 
ſhe beheld the preſent ſtate of their trade with the 
moſt anxious concern; that its want of protection 
was not her fault, but that of the towns of Dort, 
Haarlem, Amſterdam, Torgau, Rotterdam, and 
the Brille, to whoſe conduct it was owing, that the 
forces of the ſtate, by ſea and land, were not now 
on a better footing, The deputies were afterwards | 
referred to her minifter Mr.de la Larrey, to whom | 
they repreſented, that the augmentation of the | 
land-forces, and the equipment of a fleet, were 
matters as diſtinct from each other as light from - 
darkneſs : that there was no preſſing motive for an n 
augmentation of the army; whereas, innumera- 


ble reaſons rendered the equipment of a fleet a ( 
matter of the moſt urgent neceſſity. In a few days E 
after this repreſentation was made, the princeſs, in ſe 
an aſſembly of the States General, requeſted their 1 
High Mightineſſes, that ſeeing their earneſt and f 
repeated efforts to induce the provinces of Hol- th 


land, Zealand, Frieſland, and Weſt- Friefland, to de 

acquieſce in the propoſed augmentaion of forces W as 

by ſea and land, had not hitherto met with ſucceſs, me 

they would now conſider and deliberate upon dr 

ſome expedient for terminating this affair, and the ¶ wi 

ſooner the better, in order, on one hand, to ſatisfy MW hai 

the ſtrong and well-grounded inſtances made by 

the provinces of Gueldres, Utrecht, Overyſſel, 

and Groningen; and, on the other, to comply 

with the ardent juſt deſires expreſſed by the com- 

mercial inhabitants of the country. She told them, 

that the deputation which waited on her conſiſted 

of forty merchants, a number that merited atten- 
tion no leſs than the ſpeech they pronounced, J 
Which 


G'EORGE_H. 
which a great number of printed copies were diſ- 
tributed through all parts of the country. With- 
out making any particular remarks on the ha- 
rangue, ſhe only obſerved, that the drift of it did 


not tend to facilitate the negociation begun with 


Great Britain, nor to induce the nation to prefer a 
convention to a rupture with that crown. From 
this circumſtance ſhe inferred, it was more than 
time to finiſh the deliberations on the propoſal] for 
augmenting the forces both by. ſea and land; 
meaſure, without which ſhe was convinced in her 
conſcience the ſtate was, and would always remain, 
expoſed to all ſorts of misfortune and danger, both 
now and hereafter. 1 

In conſequence of this interpoſition, the States 
General that ſame day ſent a letter to the ſtates of 
Holland and Weſt Friefland, communicating the 
ſentiments of the Princeis Regent, and inſiſting 
upon the neceſſity of complying with her propo- 
ſal of the double augmentation. They obſerved, 
that an augmentation of the Jand-forces, for the 
defence of the frontiers, was unavoidable, as well 
as an equipment by fea for the ſecurity of com- 
merce : that the ſtates of the provinces of Guel- 
dres, Utrecht, Overyſſel, and Groningen, joined 


with them in the ſame opinion; and accordingly ' 


had inſiſted, by divers letters and propoſitions, on 
thoſe two points ſo eſſential to the public intereſt. 
They repreſented the danger of delay, and the fa- 
tal effects of diſcord : they propoſed, that by a re- 
ciprocal indulgence one party ſhould comply with 
the ſentiments of the other, in order to avoid a 
ſchiſm and dangerous diviſion among the confede- 
rates, the conlequences of which would be very 
deplorable ; while the republic, in the mean time, 

66 would 
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Subſtance 
of a letter 
from the 
States 
eneral 
to the 
ſtates of 
Holland 
and Weſt- 
F rieſland. 
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An. 1758. would remain in a defenceleſs condition, both by 
fea and land, and depend upon the arbitrary power 


HISTORY or ENGL AND. 


of its neighbours. They conjured them, there- 


fore, as they valued the ſafety of their country, 


and all that was'dear to them; as they regarded 
the protection of the good inhabitants, the con- 


cord and harmony, which at all times, but eſpe- 
cially at the preſent critical juncture, was of the 
laſt neceſſity, that they would ſeriouſly reflect 
upon the exhortations of her royal highneſs, as 


well as on the repeated inſtances of the majority of 


the confederates ; and take a wiſe and ſalutary re- 


ſolution, with regard to the propoſed augmenta- 
tion of the land-forces ; ſo that this addition, to- 
gether with an equipment at fea, might, the ſooner 
the better, be unanimouſly brought to a concluſion, 

It was undoubtedly the duty of all, who wiſh- 
ed weil to their country, to moderate the heat 
and precipitation of thoſe, who, provoked by 
their loſſes, and ſtimulated by reſentment, endea- 
voured at this period to involve their nation in 2 
war with Great Britain. Had matters been puſhed 
to this extremity, in a few months the republic 


would, in all probability, have been brought o 


the brink of ruin. The Dutch were diſtracted by 
internal diviſions; they were altogether unpro- 
vided for hoſtilities by ſea; the ocean was covered 
with their trading veſſels; and the naval! arma- 
ments of Great Britain were ſo numerous and pow- 
erful, as to render all reſiſtance on that element 
equally vain and pernicious. The Engliſh could 
not oaly have icoured the ſeas, and made prize of 
all ſhipping, but were alſo in a condition to re- 


duce or demoliſh all their towns in Zealand, 


where 


GEORGE I. 


where they would hardly have met with any oppo- n. 1758, 


ſition. 


While the operations of the war were proſecuted Domeſtic 


40g 


rences 1 


through the four quarters of the globe, the iſland d; 


of Great Britain, which may be termed the centre 


that gave motion to this vaſt machine, enjoyed all 


the tranquillity of the moſt profound peace, and ſaw 


nothing of war but the preparations and trophies, 


which ſerved only to animate the nation to a deſire 
of further conqueſt; for the dejection occaſioned 
by the misfortune at St. Cas, ſoon vaniſhed before 
the proſpect of victory and ſucceſs. Conſidering 
the agitation naturally produced among the com- 
mon people, by the practice of preſſing men into 
the ſervice of the navy, which in the beginning 
of the year, had been carried on with unuſual vio- 


lence; the levy of ſo many new corps of ſoldiers, and 


the endeavours uſed in forming the national mili- 
tia, very few difturbances happened to interrupt 
the internal repoſe of the nation. From private 
acts of malice, fraud, violence, and rapine, no 
community whatſoever is exempted. In the month 


of April, the temporary wooden-bridge over the 


Thames, built for the conveniency of carriages 
and paſſengers, while the workmen ſhould be em- 
ployed in widening and repairing London-Bridge, 
was malicioufly ſet on fire in the night, and con- 
tinued burning till noon next day, when the ruins 
of it fell into the river. The deſtruction of this 
conveniency proved very detrimental to the com- 
merce of the city; notwithſtanding the vigilancy 
and diſcretion of the magiſtrates, in applying reme- 
dies for this misfortune. A promiſe of the king's 


pardon was offered in a puplic advertiſement, by - 


is the 


Great 
Britain. 
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the ſecretary of ſtate, and a reward of two hundred 
pounds by the-city of London, to any perſon who 
ſhould diſcover the perpetrator of ſuch a wicked 
outrage; but nevertheleſs he eſcaped detection. 
No individual, nor any ſociety of men could have 
the leaſt intereſt in the execution of ſuch a ſcheme, 
except the body of London watermen : but as no 
diſcovery was made to the prejudice of any per- 
ſon belonging to that ſociety, the deed was imputed 
to the malice of ſome ſecret enemy to the public, 
Even after a new temporary bridge was erected, 
another attempt was made (in all "probability by 
the ſame incendiary) to reduce the whole to aſhes, 


but happily miſcarried ; and a guard was appointed 


Tumult 
in Lanca- 
" ſhire, 


to prevent any ſuch atrocious efforts in the ſequel. 
Dangerous tumults were raiſed in and about 


. Mancheſter, by a prodigious number of manufactu- 
rers, who had left off working, and entered into a 


combination to raiſe, by force, the price of their 
labour. They had formed a regular plan, and col- 
lected large ſums for the maintenance of the poorer 


ſort, while they refuſed to work for their families. 


They inſulted and abuſed all thoſe who would not 
Join in this defection ; diſperſed incendiary letters, 


and denounced terrible threats againſt all ſuch as 


ſhould preſume to oppoſe their proceedings. But 
theſe menaces had no effect upon the magiſtrates 


and juſtices, who did their duty with ſuch diſcre- 
tion and courage, that the ringleaders being 
ſingled out, and puniſhed by law, the reſt were 


| ſoon reduced to order, 


i Tua of 
Dr. Hen- 
ſey. 


In the month of June, Florence Henſey, an ob- 
ſcure phyſician, and native of Ireland, who had 


een apprehended for treaſonable practices, was 
tried 


GEORGE II. 


tied at the court of King's Bench on an indict- An. 1758. 


ment for high treaſon. In the courſe of the trial 
it appeared, that he had been employed as a ſpy 
for the French miniſtry; to which, in conſidera- 
tion of a paultry penſion, he ſent intelligence of 
every material occurrence in Great Britain. The 
correſpondence was managed by his brother, a Je- 
ſuit, who acted as chaplain and ſecretary to the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador at the Hague. The Britiſh re- 
ſident at that court, having learned from the Spa- 
niſh miniſter ſome ſecrets relating to England, 
even before they were communicated to him from 
the Engliſh miniſtry, was induced to ſet on foot an 
inquiry . touching the ſource of this information ; 


and ſoon received an aſſurance, that the ſecretary. 


of the Spaniſh ambaſſador had a brother, a phyſi- 
clan, at London. The ſuſpicion, naturally ariſing 
from this circumſtance, being imparted to the mi- 
aiſtry of England, Henſey was narrowly watched, 
and twenty-nine of his letters were intercepted, 
From the contents of theſe he was convicted of 
| having given the French court the firſt notice of 
the expedition to North America, the capture of 
the two ſhips Alcide and Lys, the failing and deſti- 
nation of every ſquadron and armament, and the 
difficulties that occurred in raiſing money for the 
ſervice of the public. He had even informed them 
that the ſecret expedition of the foregoing year 
was intended againſt Rochfort ; and adviſed 2 
deſcent upon Great Britain, at a certain time and 
place, as the moſt effectual method of diſtreſſing 
the government, and affecting the public credit. 
After a long trial he was found guilty of treaſon, 
and received the ſentence of death uſually pro- 

ee nounced 
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408 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 
| 2 An. 1758. nounced on ſuch occaſions : but whether he earned 
| E forgiveneſs by ſame material diſcovery, or the mi- fre 
niſter found him ſo inſenſible and inſignificant that ur 
he was aſhamed to take his life, be eſcaped execu- an 
| tion, and was pardoned, on condition of going into al 
perpetual exile. tn 
Trial of The ſeverity of the 2 t was much about the bl. 
Dr. Sheb- ſame period exerciſed on Dr. Shebbeare, a public an 
beare. writer, who, in a ſeries of printed letters to the pL 
people of England, had animadverted on the con- 77 
duct of the m - in the moſt acrimonious terms, ed 
] ſtigmatized fome great names with all the viru- 1 
lence. of cenſure, and even aſſaulted the th—ne it- a 
| ſelf with oblique inſinuation and ironical fatire. ro 


The m y, incenſed at the boldneſs, and ill 
more enraged at the ſucceſs of this author, whoſe * 
writings were bought with avidity by the public, 
= determined to puniſh him. ſeverely for his arro- 
gaance and abuſe; and he was apprehended by war- of 
\Y rant from the ſecretary's office. His fixth letter to 


nz 

the people of England was pitched upon as the ſh 

foundation of a profecution. After a ſhort trial, in pe 

the court of King's Bench, he was found guilty of m 

having writ the ſixth letter to the people of Eng- ty 

land, adjudged a libellous pamphlet, ſentenced to fe 

ſtend in the pillory, to pay a ſmall fine, to be im- 1 

priſoned three years, and give ſecurity for his fu- th 

ture good behaviour; ſo that, in effect, this man ce 

ſuffered more for having given vent to the un- m 

guarded effuſions of miſtaken zeal, couched in the p 

language of paſſion and ſcurrility, than was inflicted fi 

upon Henſey, a convicted traitor, who had acted fi 

as a ſpy for France, and betrayed his own country Ic 
4 for hire. p 


| | : | | Amidſt 


Bb 409 

Amidſt a variety of crimes and diſorders, ariſiag An.1758. 

from impetuoſity of temper, unreined paſſion, lux- Inſtitu- 

ury, extravagance, and a almoſt total want of police mm 
and ſubordination, the virtues of benevolence are 
always ſpringing up to an extraordinary growth in 
the Britiſh ſoil; and here charitics are often eſta- 
bliſhed by the humanity of individuals, which in 
any other country would be honovred as national 
inſtitutions : witneſs the great number of hoſpitals 
and infirmaries in London and Weminſter, erect- 
ed and maintained by voluntary contributions, or 
raiſed by the princely donations of private foun- 
ders. In the courſe of this year the public began 
to enjoy the benefit of ſeveral admirable inſtity- 
tions. Mr. Henry Raine, a private gentleman of 
Middleſex, had in his life-time built and endowed 
an hoſpital for the maintenance of forty poor 
maidens. By his will he bequeathed a certain ſum 
of money to accumulate at intereſt, under the ma- 
nagement of truſtees, until the yearly produce 
ſhould amount to two hundred and ten pounds, to 
be given in marriage-portions to two of the 
maidens educated in his hoſpital, at the age of 
twenty-two, who ſhould be the beſt recommended 
for piety and induſtry by he maſters or miſtreſſes 
whom they had ſerved. In the month of March, 
the ſum deſtined for this laudable purpoſe was 
completed; when the truitees, by public advertiſe- 
ment, ſummoned the maidens educated in the hoſe 
pital to appear on a certain day, with proper certi- 
ficates of their behaviour and circumſtances, that 
fix of the moſt deſerving might be ſel-4+d ro draw 
lots for the prize of one hundred pounds, to be 

payed as her marriage-portion, provided ſhe mar- 

1 ried 
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ried a man of an unblemiſhed character, a member 
of the church of England, reſiding within certain 


. ſpecified pariſhes, and approved by the truſtees, 


Magda- 
len hoſpi- 


tal and 


Aſylum. 


| Accordingly on the firſt of May the candidates ap- 


peared; and the prize being gained by one young 
woman, in preſence of a numerous afſembly of all 
ranks; attracted by curiolity, the other five maidens, 
with a fixth, added in lieu of her who had been 
ſucceſsful, were marked for a ſecond chance on the 
ſame day of the following year, when a ſecond 
prize of the ſame value would be preſented : thus 


a new candidate will be added every year, that 


every maiden who has been educated in this ho. 
pital, and preſerved her character without reproach, 
may have a chance for the noble donation, which is 
alſo accompanied with the ſum of five pounds to 


defray the expence of the wedding entertainment, 


One ſcarce knows whether moſt to admire the plan, 
or commend the buran of this excellent inſti- 


tution. 


Of equal and perhaps ſuperior merit was another 
charitable eſtabliſhment, which alſo took effect 
about this period. A ſmall number of humane 
individuals, chiefly citizens of London, deeply af- 
fected with the ſituation of common proſtitutes, 
who are certainly the moſt forlorn of all human 
creatures, formed a generous reſolution in their 
favour, ſuch as even the beſt men of the kingdom 


had never before the courage to avow, They con- 


ſidered that many of thoſe unhappy creatures, fo 


wretched in themſelves, and ſo productive of miſ- 
chief to ſociety, had been ſeduced to vice in their 
tender years by the perfidious artifice of the other 
ſex, or che violence of unruly paſſion, before they 


had 


had 
or f. 
the 
jrret 
men 
aban 
rega 
victi 
lege 
hope 
deſp. 
WHIC 
of m 
fleCti 
what 
their 
amet 
meat 
of a 
mon 
ful | 
mile 
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men 


tem] 
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had acquired experience to guard againſt the one, An. 1758, 


or foreſight to perceive the fatal conſequences of 
the other; that the jewel, reputation, being thus 
;rretrievably loſt, perhaps in one unguarded mo- 


ment, they were covered with ſname and diſgrace, 


abandoned by their families, excluded from all pity, 
regard, and aſſiſtance; that, ſtung with ſelf- con- 
viction, inſulted with reproach, denied the privi- 
lege of penitence and contrition, cut off from all 
hope, impelled by indigence, and maddened with 
deſpair, they had plunged into a life of infamy, in 
which they were expoſed to deplorable viciſſitudes 
of miſery, and the moſt excruciating pangs of re- 
flection that any human being could ſuſtain; that 
whatever remorſe they might feel, howſoever deteſt 
their own vice, or long for any opportunity of 
amendment, they were intirely deſtitute of all 
means of reformation : they were not only deprived 
of all poſſibility of profiting by thoſe precious 
moments of repentance, and becoming again uſe- 
ful members of ſociety ; but, in order to earn a 
miſcrable ſubſiſtence, were obliged to perſevere in 
the paths of proſtitution, and act as the inſtru- 


ments of heaven's vengeance in propagating diſ- 


temper and profligacy, in ruining the bodies and 
debauching the minds of their teilow creatures. 
Moved to ſympathy and compaſſion by theſe con- 
ſiderations, this virtuous band of aſſociates deter- 
mined to provide a comfortable aſylum for female 


penitents, to which they might fly for ſhelter from 


the receptacles of vice, the miſeries of life, and the 
ſcorn of mankind ; where they might indulge the 
ſalutary ſentimenits of remorſe, make their | peace 
with heaven, accuſtom themſelves to induſtry and 

tem- 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND, 
temperance, and be profitably reunited to ſociety, 
from which they had been ſo unhappily diſſevered. 
The plan of this excellent inſtitution being formed, 
was put in execution by means of voluntary ſubſcrip. 


tion, and the houſe opened in Goodman's Helds, 


under the name of the Magdalen- hoſpital, in the 
month of Auguſt; when fifty petitions were pre. 
ſented by penitent proſtitutes, ſoliciting admittance, 
Another aſylum was alſo opened by the hand of 
private charity, on the Surry fide of Weſtminſter— 
bridge, for the reception and education of female 
orphans, and children abandoned by their parents: 

and no doubt the managers of both will be enabled, 


by the contribution of the tender-hearted and 


humane, to extend their protection over every ob- 
ject labouring under thoſe ſpecies of aiſtreſs which 
they propoſe to relieve. 

Nor was encouragement refuſed to thoſe who 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by extraordinary talents, 
in any branch of the liberal and uſeful arts and 
ſciences, though no Mzcenas appeared among the 
miniſters, and not the leaſt ray of patronage glim- 
mered from the throne. The protection, coun- 
tenance, and gratification, ſecured in other coun- | 
tries by the inſtitution of academies, and the libe- 


rality of princes, the ingenious in England derived 
from the generoſity of a public, endued with taſte 


and ſenſibility, eager for 1 improvement, and proud 
of patronizing extraordinary merit. Several years 
had already elapſed ſince a ſociety of private per- 
ſons was inſtituted at London, for the encourage- 
ment of arts, manufactures, and commerce. It 
conſiſted of a preſident, vice-preſident, ſecretary, 
regiſter, collector, and other officers, elected from 

a very 
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z very conſiderable number of members, who payed An. 1758. 
a certain yearly contribution for the purpoſes of the 
inſtitution. In the courſe of every year they held 
eight general meetings in a large aſſembly-room, 
built and furniſhed at the common expence ; be- 
ſides the ordinary meetings of the ſociety, held 
every week, from the ſecond Wedneſday i in Novem- 
ber to the laſt Wedneſday in May ; and, in the 
intermediate time, on the firſt and third Wedneſday 
of every month. At theſe ordinary meetings, pro- 
vided the number then preſent exceeded ten, the 
members had a right to proceed on buſineſs, and 
power to appoint ſuch committees as they ſhould 
think neceſſary. The money contributed by this 
aſſociation, after the neceſſary expence of the ſo- 
ciety had been deducted, was expended in the pre- 
miums for planting and huſbandry, for diſcoveries 
and improvements in chemiſtry, dying, and mine- 
ralogy; for promoting the ingenious arts of draw- 
ing, engraving, Caſting, painting, ſtatuary, and 
ſculpture ; for the improvement of manufactures, 
and machines in the various articles of hats, crapes, 
druggets, mills, marbled paper, ſnip- blocks, ſpin- 
ning wheels, toys, yarn, Knitting, and weaving. 
They likewiſe allotted ſums for the advantage of 
the Britiſh colonies in America; and beſtowed pre- 
miums on thoſe ſettlers who ſhould excel in curing 
cochineal, planting logwood-trees, cultivating olive 
trees, producing myrtel-wax, making pot-aſh, 
preſerving raiſins, curing ſaflower, making ſilk and 
wines, importing ſturgeon, preparing iſinglaſs, 
planting hemp and cinnamon, extracting opium 
and the gum of the perſimon- tree, collecting 
ſtones of the mango, which ſhould be found to 
vege- 
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vegetate in the Weſt Indies; raiſing filk-graf, 
and laying out provincial gardens. They more. 
over allowed a gold medal, in honour of him who 
ſhould compoſe the beſt treatiſe on the arts of 
peace, containing an hiſtorical account of the pro. 


greſſive improvements of argriculture, manufac. 


tures, and commerce in the kingdom of Ergland, 


- with the effects of thoſe improvements on the mo- 


Other en- 


courage- 
ments for 
learning 
and inge- 
nuity. 


rals and manners of the people, and pointing out 
the moſt proper means for their future advance. 
ment. In a word, the ſociety is ſo numerous, the 
contributions ſo conſiderable, the plan fo judiciouſ. 
Iy laid, and executed with ſuch diſcretion and ſpi. 
rit, as to promiſe much more effectual and exten- 
ſive advantage to the public, than ever accrued 
from all the boaſted academies of Chriſtendom. 
The artiſts of London had long maintained a 
private academy for improvement in the art of 
drawing from living figures ; but, in order to ex- 
tend this advantage, which was not attained with 
out difficulty and expence, the duke of Richmond, 
a young nobleman of the moſt amiable character, 
provided a large apartment at Whitehall for the uſe 
of thoſe who ſtudied the arts of painting, ſculp- 
ture, and engraving; and furniſhed it with a col- 
lection of original plaiſter- caſts from the belt an- 


tique ſtatues and buſts at Rome and Florence. 


Here any learner had liberty to dra y, or make mo- 
dels, under the eye and inſtructions of two eminent 
artiſts ; and twice a, year the munificent founder 
beſtowed premiums of ſilver medals on the four 


pupils who excelled the reſt in drawing from a 
certain figure, and making the beſt model of it in 


baſſo relievo. Over and above theſe inſtitutions, 
Mr. 


GEORGE Il. 
Mr. Finch and Mr.Townſhend, animated with a lau- 
able zeal for the improvement of learning, beſtow- 
ed conſiderable prizes upon the two ſenior batchelors 
of arts, and the two middle batchelors, in the uni- 


verſity of Cambridge, who ſhould compoſe the beſt 


exerciſes in Latin proſe, to be recited in public. 
Among other tranſactions that diſtinguiſh the 
hiſtory of Great Britain, ſcarce a year glides away 
without producing ſome incident, that ſtrongly 
marks the ſingular character of the Engliſh nation. 
A very extraordinary inſtance of this nature, re- 
lating to the duke of Marlborough, we ſhall 
record among the events of this year, although it 
derived its origin from the letter end of the laſt, 


and cannot be properly enumerated among thoſe 
occurrences that appertain to general hiſtory ; but 


as it was attended with many curious circumſtances, 
the reader will excuſe the digreſſion. Towards 
the end of November, in the preceding year, the 
above-mentioned nobleman received, by the poſt, a 
letter directed To his grace the duke of Marl- 
borough, with care and ſpeed,” and containing 
this addreſs : ** My lord, As ceremony is an idle 
thing upon moſt occaſions, more eſpecially to per- 
ſons jin my ſtate of mind, I ſhall proceed imme- 
diately to acquaint you with the motive and end of 
addreſſing this epiſtle to you, which is equally in- 
tereſting to us both. You are to know then, that 
my preſent ſituation in life is ſuch, that I ſhould 
prefer annihilation to a continuance in it. Deſperate 
diſeaſes require deſperate remedies; and you are 
the man I have pitched upon, either to make me 
or unmake yourſelf. As I never had the honour 
to live among the great, the tenour of my propo- 
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An. 1758. ſals will not be very courtly ; but let that be an gr. 
gument to enforce a belief of what I am now go- 
ing to write. It has employed my invention for 
ſome time, to find out a method of deſtroying ano- 
ther without expoſing my own life: that J have 
accompliſhed, and defy the law. Now, for the ap- 
plication of it. I am deſperate, and muſt be pro- 
vided for. You have it in your power; it is my 
buſineſs to make it your inclination to ſerve me; 
which you muſt determine to comply with, by 
procuring me a genteel ſupport for my life, or 
your own will be at a period before this ſeffion of 
parliament is over. I have more motives than one 
for ſingling you out upon this occaſion; and 
I give you this fair warning, becauſe the means [ 
ſhall make uſe of are too fatal to be eluded by the 
power of phyſic. If you think this of any con- 
HTequence, you will not fail to meet the author on 
Sunday next, at ten in the morning, or on Monday 
(if the weather ſhould be rainy on Sunday) near the 

| firſt tree beyond the ſtile in Hyde Park, in the 
foot- walk to Kenſington. Secrecy and compli- I kn 
ance may preſerve you from a double danger of 
this ſort, as there is a certain part of the world the 
where your death has morethan been wiſhed for upon 28 
other motives. I know the world too well to truſt 
this ſecret in any breaſt but my own. A few days tn 
determine me your friend or enemy. Felton“. Tou 
will apprehend that I mean you ſhould be alone; and th. 
depend upon it, that a diſcovery of any artifice in I po 
this affair will be fatal to you. My e! is in- oy 


— 


- Ye 


*The name of the aſſaſſin of Bockiagham, in the reign 


who poignarded Villiers duke of Charles I. 2 Cu] 
ſured Fe 
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ſtrange remonſtrance, appeared at the time and 
place appointed, on horſe back and alone, with 
piſtols before him, and the ſtar of his order dil- 
played, that he might be the more eaſily known. 
He had likewiſe taken the precaution of engaging 
a friend to attend in the Park at ſuch a diſtance, 
however, as ſcarce to be obſervable. He continued 
ſome time on the {pot without ſeeing any perſon he 
could ſuſpect of having writ the jetter, and then 
rode away; but chancing to turn his head, when 
he reached Hyde - Park corner, he perceived a man 
ſtanding at the- bridge, and looking at the water, 
within twenty yards of the tree which was de- 
ſcribed in the letter. He forthwith rode back at 
a gentle pace, and paſſing by the perſon, expected 
to be addrefſed ; but as no advance of this kind 
was made, he, in repaſſing, bowed to the ſtranger, 
and aſked if he had not ſomething to communicate. 
The man replying, No, I don't know you; 

the duke told him his name, adding. Now you 
know me, 1 1 imagine you have ſomething to lay 


to me.” But he ſtill anſwered in the negative, and 


the duke rode home. In a day or two after this tranſ- 
action another letter was brought to him, couched 
in the following terms : My lord, you receive 
this as an acknowledgment of your punctuality, as 
to the time and place of meeting on Sunday laſt, 
though it was owing to you it anſwered no pur- 
poſe. The pageantry of being armed, and the en- 
ſidn of your order, were uſeleſs and too conſpicuous, 
You needed no attendant ; the place was not cal- 
culated for miſchief, nor was any intended. If you 

Numb, 19. Ve 


1 1 * 
ſured by wy filence, for confeſſion only can con- An. 1788. 
demn me.” The duke, in compliance with this 
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An. 1758. walk in the weſt iſle of Weſtmiinſter- Abbey, to. f 


wards eleven o'clock on Sunday next, your ſaga. [x 
| city will point out the perſon, whom you will ad. tt 
= dreſs,, by aſking his company to take a turn or two Ir 
0 with you. You will not fail, on enquity, to be ac- b 
=_ quainted with the name and place of abode. Ac- er 

cording to which direction, you will pleaſe ſend W 

two or three hundred pound bank notes, the next tc 

day by the penny poſt. Exert not your eurioſity I 

too early; it is in your power to make me grateful al 

on certain terms. I have friends who are faithful, W 


but they do not bark before they bite. I am, &c. F. of 
The duke, determined, if poſſible, to unveil th 
this myſtery, repaired to the Abbey at the time ty 
preſcribed, and after having walked up and down 2 
for five or ſix minutes, ſaw the very ſame perſon, MW th 
to whom he had ſpoke in Hyde-Park, enter the ca 
Abbey with another man of a creditable appear- W be 
ance. This laſt, after they had viewed ſome of the do 
monuments, went into the choir, and the other the 
turning back, advanced towards the duke, who ac- of 
coſting him, aſked if he had any thing to ſay to him, in 
or any commands for him? He replied, No, my 
lord, I have not.“ “Sure, you have,” . ſaid the 
duke; but he perſiſted in his denial, Then the Pei 


duke leaving him, took ſeveral turns in the iſle, n 
\ while the ſtranger walked on the other fide. But 1 1 


nothing further paſſed between them; and al- 
though the duke had provided ſeveral perſons in Pol 
diſguiſe to apprehend the delinquent, he forbore ple 
giving the fignal, that, notwithſtanding appearances, W _ 
de might run no riſque of injuring an innocent 
perſon. Not long after this ſecond diſappoint- N g 


ment he received a third letter, to the following ef · I :n:c 
| fect: 
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companion on Sunday: I interpret it as owing to 
the weakneſs of human nature; but ſuch proceed- 
ing is far from being ingenuous, and may produce 
bad effects, whilſt it is impoſſible to anſwer the 
end propoſed. You will ſee me again ſoon, as it 
were, by accident, and may eaſily find where I go 
to; in conſequence of which, by being ſent to 
I ſhall wait on your grace; but expect to be quite 
alone, and to converſe in whiſpers : you will like- 
wiſe give your honour, upon meeting, that no part 
of the converſation ſhall tranſpire. Theſe and 
the former terms complied with, enſure your ſafe- 
ty: my revenge, in caſe of non compliance, (or 
any ſcheme to expoſe me) will be ſlower, but not 
the leſs ſure ; and ſtrong ſuſpicion the utmoſt that 
can poſſibly enſus upon it, while the chances would 
be ten fold againſt you. You will poſſibly be in 
doubt after the meeting, but it is quite neceſſary 
the outſide ſhould be a maſk to the in. The family 
of the “* Bioods is not extinct, 2 they are not 


in my ſcheme.“ 
The expreſtion, © you will ſee me again ſoon, 


ag it were, by accident,” plainly pointed at the 


perſon to whom he had ſpoke in the Park, and 


in the Abbey; nevertheleſs he ſaw him not again, 
nor did he hear any thing farther of the affair 
for two months, at the expiration of which the 
poſt brought him the following letter; May it 
| pleaſe your grace, 1 have reaſon to believe that the 
fon of one Barnard, a ſurveyor in Abingdon- build- 


Blood was the name of mond, and to ſteal the crown 
the ruffan, who in the reign from the Jewel. office i in the 
of Charles II. endeavoured to Tower. 
aſaſhnate the duke of Or- 3 ; 
D d 2 ings, 
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fect: My lord, I am fully convinced you had a An. 1758. 
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| An. 1758. ings, Weſtminiſter, is acquainted with ſome ſecrets int 
| ; that nearly concern your ſafety : his father is now it 
- out of town, which will give you an opportunity of qu 
queſtioning him more privately ;. it would be uſe- r 

to 

appear more publicly in this affair, Your ſincere th. 


— : 


friend, Anonymous. He frequently goes to adt 


[ 

| | leſs to your grace, as well as dangerous to me, to 
| Anonymous 

| Story's Gate coffee- houſe.” — In about a week af. 
| ap 

| 
| 


ter this intimation was received, the duke ſent a 4 
perſon to the coffee: houſe to enquire for Mr. Bar. cha 
nard, and tell him he would be glad to ſpeak to oy 
him. The meſſage was delivered, and Barnard de- of 
clared he would wait upon his grace next Thurſday, apf 
half an hour after ten in the morning. He was pa 

punctual to his appointment, and no ſooner ap- TY 


peared chan the duke recognized him to be the per- On 
P ſon to whom he had ſpoke in the Park and the Ab- the 


bey. Having conducted him into an apartment, he 
and ſhut the door, he aſked, as before, if he had find 
any thing to communicate; and was anſwered, as ver 
formerly, in the negative. Then the duke repeated and 
every circumſtance of this ſtrange tranſaction; to oth 
which Barnard liſtened with attention and ſurpriſe, bet 
yet without exhibiting any marks of conſcious Par 
guilt or confuſion, The duke obſerving, that it was MW Ab 
matter of aſtoniſhment to ſee letters of ſuch im- Jar 
port written with the correctneſs of a ſcholar, the WW pre 
other replied, that a man might be very poor and o 
very learned at the ſame time. When he ſaw the the 
fourth letter, in which his name was mentioned, till 
with the circumſtanee of his father's abſence, he ter 
faid, © It is very odd, my father was then out of but 
town.” An expreſſion the more remarkable, as pre 


the letter was without date, and he could not, as an I mer 
| inno- 
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4 


innocent man, be ſuppoſed to know at what time An. 17 58s 


it was written. The duke having made him ac- 
quainted with the Particulars, col him, that 
if he was innocent he ought to uſe his endeavours 


to detect the writer of che letters, eſpecially of 
the laſt, in which he was expreſly named. To this 


admonition he returned no other anſwer but a ſmile, 
and then withdrew. — He was afterwards taken into 
cuſtody, and tried at the Old Bailey, for ſending a 
threatening letter, contrary to the ſtatute ; but no 
evidence could be found, to prove the letters were 
of his hand-writing ; nor did any preſumption 
appear againſt him, except his being in Hyde- 
Park, and in Weſtminſter-Abbey, at the time 
and, place appointed in the two firft letters. 
On the other hand, Mr. Barnard proved, that on 
the Sunday, when he ſaw the duke in Hyde-Park, 
he was on his way to Kenſington, on particular bu- 
fineſs, by his father's order, ſignified to him that 
very morning: that he accordingly went thither, 
and dined with his uncle, in company with ſeveral 
other perſons, to whom he related what had paſſed 
between the duke of Marlborough and him inthe 
Park: that his being afterwards in Weſtminſter- 
Abbey was the effect of mere acbident: that Mr. 
James Greenwood, his kinſman, who had lain the 
preceding night at his father's. houſe, deſired him 
to dreſs himſelf, that they might walk together in 
the Park; and hedid not comply with his requeſt 
till after much ſolicitation : that he propoſed to en- 
ter the Park without paſſing through the Abbey; 
but was prevailed upon by Mr.Greenwood, who ex- 
preſſed a deſire of ſeeing the newly erected monu- 
dent of general Hargrave: that as he had former- 
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An. 1758. ly communicated to his friend the ſtrange circum. 
ſtance of the duke's ſpeaking to him in Hyde. 


Park, Mr. Greenwood no ſooner ſaw that noble. 
man in the Abbey than he gave notice to Mr. Bar- 


'nard, who was very ſhort-ſighted ; and that, from 


his paſſing them ſeveral times, concluding he want. 
ed to ſpeak with Mr. Barnard alone, he quitted 
him, and retired into the choir, that they might 
commune together without interruption. It like- 
wiſe appeared, from undoubted evidence, that 
Barnard had often mentioned openly, to his friends 
and acquaintance, the circumſtances of what paſled 
between him and the duke in the Park and in the 
Abbey : that his father was a man of unblemiſhed 
reputation, and in affluenc circumſtances ; that he 
himſelf was never reduced to any want, or ſuch 
exigence as might impel him to any deſperate me- 
thods of obtaming money: that his fidelity had 
been often tried, and his life always irreproachable. 
For theſe reaſons he was acquitted of the crime 
laid to his charge, and the myſtery remains to this 


day undiſcovered. 


After all, the author of the letters does not ſeem 
to have had any real deſign to extort money, be- 
cauſe the ſcheme was very ill calculated for that 
purpoſe, and, indeed, could not poſſibly take effect, 
without the moſt imminent riſque of detection. 
Perhaps his aim was nothing more than to gratify a 


petulance and peculiarity of humour, by alarming 


the duke, exciting the curioſity of the public, puz- 
zling the multitude, and giving rife to a thouſand 
ridiculous conjectures. If any thing more was in- 
tended, and the duke earneſtly deſired to know 


the extent of the ſcheme, he might, when he clo- 
ſetted 


GEORGE II. | 
ſetted the perſon ſuſpected, have encouraged him An. 1758. 
to a declaration, by promiſing inviolable ſecrecy 

on his word and honour, in which any man would 

have. confided as a facred . obligation. On the 

whole, it is ſurpriſing that the death of the duke, 

which happened in the courſe gf this year, was 

never attributed to the fecret practices of this in- 

cendiary correſpondent, who had given him to un- 

derſtand, that his vengeance, though flow, would 

not be the leſs certain. 

On the twenty-third day of November both Meeting 
houſes of parliament met at Weſtminſter, when, —_— 
his majeſty being indiſpoſed, the ſeſſion was opened — 
by commiſſion, and the lord keeper harangued 
them to this effect. He told them, his majeſty 
had directed the lords of the commiſſion to aſſure 
his parliament, that he always received the higheſt 
ſatis faction in being able to lay before them any 
events that might promote the honour and intereſt 
of his kingdoms: that, in conſequence of their 
advice, and enabled by the aſſiſtance which they 
unanimouſly gave, his majeſty had exerted his en- 
deavours to carry on the war in the moſt vigorous 
manner, in order to attain that deſirahle end, al- 
ways to be wiſhed, a ſafe and honourable peace®; 
that it had pleaſed the Divine Providence to bleſs 
his meaſures and arms with ſucceſs in ſeveral parts; 
and to make the enemies of the nation feel, thar 
the ſtrength of Great Britain is not to be provoked 


"© "In the month of Augutt tion for that ſum was opened 
the king, in quality of elector at the Bank, and filled im- 
of Hanover, having occaſion mediately by ſeven or eight 
for two hundred thouſand money-dealers of London. f 
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An. 1758. with impunity: that the conqueſt of the ſtrong 


fortreſs of Louiſhourg, with the iſland of Cape 
Breton and St. John; the demolition of Fronte- 
nac, of the higheſt importance to his operations in 
America; and the reduction of Senegal; could 
not fail to bring great diſtreſs on the French com- 
merce and colonies, and, in proportion, to procure 
great advantage to thoſe of Great-Britain. He ob- 
ſerved, that France had allo been made ſenſible, 
that whilſt her forces are ſent forth to invade and 
ravage the dominions of her neighbours, her own 
coaſts are not inacceſſible to his majeſty's fleets and 


armies: a truth which ſhe had experienced in the 


demolition of the works at Cherburg, erected at a 


great expence, with a particular view to annoy Eng- 


land, as well as in the loſs of a great number of 
ſhips and veſſels : but no treatment, however in- 


jurious to his majeſty, could tempt him to make 


retaliation on the innocent ſubjects. of that crown. 
He told them, thatin Germany his majeſty's good 
brother the king of Pruſſia, and prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwick, had found full employment for the 


armies of France and her confederates, from which 


the Engliſh operations, both by ſea and in Ame- 
rica, had derived the moſt evident advantage; 


their ſuccefies owing, under God, to their able con- 


duct, and the bravery of his majeſty's troops, and 
thoſe of his allies, having been ſignal and glorious. 
The king, m moreover, ee them to declare, 


that the common cauſe of liberty and independency 
was ſtill making noble and glorious efforts againſt 
the unnatural union formed to oppreſs it: that the 
commerce of his ſubjects, the ſource of national 
riches, had, by the visilant Protection received 

from 
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from his majeſty's fleet, flouriſhed in a manner not 


co be paralleled during ſuch troubles. In this ſtate 
of things, he ſaid, the king, in his wiſdom, 
thought it unneceſſary to uſe many words to per- 
bade them to bear up againſt all difficulties, ef- 
fectually to ſtand by and defend his majeſty, vi- 


gorouſly to ſupport the king of Pruſſia, and the 


reſt of his majeſty's allies, and to exert themſelves 
to reduce their enemies to equitable terms of ac- 
commodation. He obſerved: to the houſe of com- 
mons, that the uncommon extent of this war, in 
different parts, occaſioned it to be uncommonly 
expenſive: that the king had ordered them to de- 
clare to the commons, that he ſincerely lamented, 
and deeply felt for the burdens of his people: 
chat the ſeveral eſtimates were ordered to be laid 
before them; and that he deſired only ſuch ſup- 
plies as ſhould be requiſite to puſh the war with 
advantage, and be adequate to the neceſſary ſer- 
vices. In the laſt place, he aſſured them the king 
took ſo much farisfaftion in that good harmony 
which ſubſiſted among his faithful ſubjects, that 
it was more proper for him now to thank them for 
it than to repeat his exhortation to it: that this 
union, neceſſary at all times, was more eſpecially ſo 
in ſuch critical conjunctures; and his majeity 
doubted not but the good effects the nation had 
found from it, would be the ſtrongeſt motives to 
them to purſue it. 

The reader will, no geube⸗ be ſurpriſed to find 
this harangue abound with harſhneſs of period, 
and inelegancy of expreffion : he will wonder that, 


Remarks 
on the 


ſpeech, 


in particulariſing the ſucceſſes of the year in Ame- 


rica, no mention is made of the reduction of fort 


Du 
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An. 1758. Du Queſne on the river Ohio; a place of great 
importance, both from its ſtrength and ſituation, 
the erection of which had been one great motive W 
to the war between the two nations : but he will be 


ſtill more ſurpriſed to hear it declared from the wi 
throne, that the operations, both by ſea and in Bu 
America, had derived the moſt evident advantage 2 
trom the war in Germany. An aſſertion the more i 
extraordinary, as the B-— m-—, in their anſwer An 
to the Parallel, which we have already mentioned, 5 
had exprefly affirmed, that none bur ſuch as are hol 
unacquainted with the maritime force of England, ou 
can believe, that without a diverſion on the conti- Ml of 
nent, to employ part of the enemy's force, ſhe is Ge 
not in a condition to hope for ſucceſs, and main- dil 
tain her ſuperiority at ſea.— That they mult be very par 
ignorant, indeed, who imagine that the forces of od 
England are not able to reſiſt thoſe of France, un- per 
leſs the latter be hindered from turning all her ef- 11 
Forts to the ſea.” It is very remarkable, that the- all 
B—— m—-= ſhould declare, that the war in Ger- ' ab] 
many was favourable to the Engliſh operations by the 
ſea, and in America; and, almoſt in the ſame Gs 
breath, accuſe the French king of having fomented ing 
that war. Let us ſuppoſe that France had no war Bt. 
to maintain in Europe; and aſk in what manner 1 
ſhe, in that caſe, would have oppoſed the progreſs W thi; 
of the Britiſh arms by ſea, and in America ? Her as 
navy was reduced to ſuch a condition, that it durſt ane 
not quit her harbours : her merchant ſhips were all 1 
taken, her mariners confined in England, and the to 
ſea was covered with the Britiſh cruiſers : in theſe mie 
circumflances, what expedients could ſhe have con- _ 


trived for ſending ſypplies and A 0 the 
| me⸗ 
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Greac Britain in any other part of the world ? None. 
Without ſhips and mariners, her troops, ammuni- 
tion, and ſtores were, in this reſpect, as uſeleſs as 
money to a man ſhip-wrecked on a deſolate iſland. 
But granting that the war in Germany had, in ſome 
meaſure, diverted the attention of the French mi- 
niſtry from the proſecution of their operations in 
America, (and this 1s granting more than ought 
to be allowed) the queſt ion is not, whecher the 
hoſtilities upon the continent of Europe have pre- 
vented France from ſending a great number 
of troops to Can ada; but whether the war in 
Germany was either neceſſary or expedient, for 
diſtreſſing the French more effectually in the other 
parts of the world? Surely every intelligent man of 
candour muſt anſwer in the negative. The ex- 
pence incurred by England for ſubſidies and armies 
in the empire, exceeds three millions ſterling annu- 
ally; and this enormous expence, without being 
able co protect Hanover, has only ſerved to keep 
the war alive in different parts of Germany. Had 
one half of this ſum been employed in augment- 
ing and extending the naval armaments of Great 
Britain, and in reinforcing her troops in America 
and the Weſt-Indies, France would have been, at 
this day, deprived of all her ſugar colonies, as well 
as of her ſettlements on the continent of America 
and being abſolutely cut off from theſe ſources of 
wealth, would have found it impracticable either 
to gratify her ſubſidiaries, or to maintain ſuch for- 
midable armies to annoy her neighbours. Theſe 
are truths, which will appear to the conviction of 
the public, when the illuſive ſpells of unſubſtan- 
tial 


— — 
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America, or for oppoſing the naval armaments of 4. 1758. 
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An. 1758.” tial victory are diſſolved, and time ſhall have dif. of 

perſed the thick miſts of. prejudice, which now 2 
ſeem to darken and perplex the underſtanding of 

the people. my 

| © | The conduct of the adminiſtration was ſo agree- nit 

creaty able to both houſes of parliament, that in their ad. and 

| with the dreſs to the throne, they expreſſed their unſhaken perf 

| | om To zeal and loyalty to his majeſty's perſon, congratu. 12 

| lated kim on the ſucceſs of his arms, and promiſed Th: 

to ſupport his meaſures and allies with ſteadineſs tent 

| and alacrity*. Ir was probably in conſequence MI Hen 

| > 47 | | | of of y: 

| — — — | min 

* 'That the charge of diſ- clared themſelves ſenſible, that = 

1 


| | affetion to the king's per- the operations of Great Bri. : 
| FE. ſon, which was fo loudly tain, both by ſea and in A- 1 


trumpeted by former mini- merica, had received the molt 15 
| ſters and their adherents, evident and important advan- nd 
=_ '-- againſt all thoſe who had ho- tages from the maintenance 2 
BD neſty and courage to oppoſe of the war in Germany, and 1 

the meaſures of a weak and ſeemed eager to eſpouſe any whit 

corrupt adminiſtration, was meaſure that might pratify hon 
| | | intirely falſe, and without the inclinations of the ſove- 800c 
| ; foundation, appeared at this reign. As the temper of the i. 
| juncture, when in the midſt preſent parliament is a phæ- cang 
of a cruel, oppreſſive, and nomenon, which has not be- PII 

continental war, maintained fore appeared ſince the revo- of t] 

by the blood and (treaſure of lution, and we know not how kno! 

Great Britain, all oppoſition long it may be viſible in this than 

ceaſed in -both houſes of par- our hemiſphere, we ſhall, in the 

liament. The addreſſes of order to mark it the more havi 
thanks to his majeſty, which firongly, exhibit in this note ty's 
are always dictated by the the addreſſes of both houſes ſuce 

immediate ſervants of the verbatim. That of the peers * 

crown, were unanimouſly was in the following terms: . 

adopted in both houſes, and Moſt gracious ſovereign, the 

not only couched in teams «© We your majeſty's moſt bout 
of applauſe, but ever inflated dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Cap 

with the exßreſſions d rapture lords ſpiritual and temporal 2 

and admiration. They de- in parliament aſſembled, beg big 


leave 
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of this aſſurance, that a new treaty beiden Greit An. 1758. 
Britain and Pruſſia was concluded at Londan on 


the 


* 


— * 
6 


leave to approach your throne, 


with hearts full of their duty 


and affection to your /acred 
perſon and government, Which 
become the moſt faithful ſub- 


jets to the beſt of kings. 
That conſtant regard and at- 


tention, which your majeſty has 
ſbeaun fo the honour and intereſt 
of your kingdoms, have filled our 
minds with the moſt grate- 
ful ſentiments; and we ſee 
with real ſatisfaction, thoſe 
active and vigilant efforts, 
which your majeſty, in yaur 
great wiſdom, has made to 
carry on the war with vigour, 
in order to the defirable end, 
which we all wiſh, a ſafe and 
honourable peace. Juſtice and 
good policy required, that 
our enemies ſhould feel, how 
dangerous it is for them to 
provoke the ſpirit and ſtrength 
of the Britiſh'nation. We ac- 
knowledge, with becoming 
thankfulneſs, the goodneſs of 
the Divine Providence, in 
having crowned your majeſ- 
ty's meaſures and arms with 
ſucceſs in ſeveral parts; and 
we joyſully congratulate your 
majeſty on the conqueſt of 


the ſtrong fortreſs. of Louiſ- 


bourg, with the 1flands of 
Cape-Breton and St. John, 


the taking of Frontenac, and 


the reduction of Senegal. The 
high importance of theſe ſuc- 


— 


"” * E * : — 


ceſſes is apparent, in the re- 
putation® thereby acquired to 
your majeſty's arms, and in 
the diſtreſs Sey cannot fail. 70 
bring upon the French com- 


merce and colonies; as well 


as in the happy effects pro- 
cured to thoſe of Great Brĩ- 
tain. We have ſeen, with 
the warmeſt emotions of re- 
ſentment, the exorbitant de- 
vaſtations committed by the 
armies of France upen the 
dominions of your majeſty, 
and thoſe of your allies in 
Germany. They muſt now 
have experienced how much, 

in conſequence of their un- 
bounded ambition to invade 
their neighbours, their own 
coaſts are expoſed in the de- 
molition of their expenſive 
works at Cherbourg, particu- 
larly intended for the annoy- 
ance of this country ; and 
in the loſs of ſo many ſhips 
and veſſels, as well privateers 
as others, in their ports. At 
the ſame time, we cannot ſuf- 
ficiently admire your majeſly's 
magnanimity and moderation, in 
not having hitherto retaliated 
on the innocent ſubje&s of 
that crown, the injurious 
treatment which you have re- 
ceived, We bawe a Juft ſenſe 
of the real adwantages derived 
to the operations of Great Britain 


in particular, as well as to the 


common 
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An. 1758. the ſeventh day of December, importing, that 


as the burthenſome war, in which the 


king of 
Pruſſia 


—_— 


** 28 i 


„„ as as —__ a PR 


common | cauſe in general, 


from the wiſe conduct of the 
king of Pruſſia, and prince 
Ferdinand of Brunſwick. 
Their great abilities, and the 


bravery of your majeſty's 


troops, and thoſe of your al- 
Ties, have been ſignally con- 
ſpicuous in the ſucceſſes with 
which they have been attend. 
ed, and muſt be acknow- 
ledged by all Europe. No- 
thing can poſlibly be of great- 
er national importance than 
the navigation and commerce 
of your ſubjets; and we 
return your majeſty our duti- 
ful thanks for that protection 
and ſecurity which they have 
received from your royal care, 


in the diſpoſition of your fleet, 


to which their preſent flouriſh- 
ing condition is ſo much ow- 
ing. The ſtagnation of our 
enemy's trade, and the taking 
and deftroying ſo many of 
their Capital ſhips of war, 
ought, in this view, to be 
reckoned amongſt the moſt 
happy events. —Permit us to 
declare our grateful ſenſe of 
that paternal tenderneſs which 
your majeſty has expreſſed for 
the burthens of your people : 
we receive from thence the 
Arongeſt encouragement td 
adhere the more firmly 7o the 
cauſe cf the proteſtant religion, 
and public liberty, againſt any 


unnatural union formed 10 
oppreſs it. In this juſt cauſe 


we will, to our utmoſt, effec. 


tually ſtand by and defend 
your majeſty; ſupport the ling 
of Pruſſia, and the reſt of your al. 
lies ; and vigorouſly exert our. 
ſelves to reduce our enemies to 
equitable terms of accommo- 
dation. Our duty and hdelity 
to your majeſty, and our zeal 
for the proteſiant ſucceſſion in 
your royal family, are uniform 
and unalterable : our prayers 
for the prolongation of your 
precious life, and auſpicious 
reign over us, are ſincere and 
fervent ; and we beg leave to 
give your majeſty the ſtrong- 
eſt aſſurances, that nothing 


ſhall be wanting on our part 


to improve union and good 
harmony amongſt all your 
ſubjeAs, for promoting and 
ſecuring theſe intereſting and 
eſſential objects.“ | 
The addreſs preſented by 
the commons proceeded in 
the following ſtrain * 
<«« Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
« We your majeſty's moſt 
dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
commons of Great Britain in 
parliament aſſembled, return 
your majeſty our moſt ſincere 
and hearty thanks ſor the 
ſpeech delivered by your ma- 
jeſty's command, to both 
houſes of parliament. 
« We 


a 2 


GEORGE II. 
Pruſſia is engaged, lays him under the neceſſity of An. 1758. 


n 8 


making freſh efforts to defend himſelf againſt the 


multi tude 


— 


« We beg leave to con- 


gratulate your majeſty, with 


hearts full of the moſt un- 
ſeigned joy, upon the many 
ſignal ſucceſſes, with which it 
has pleaſed Divine Providence 
to bleſs your majeſty's mea- 
ſures and arms in ſeveral parts 


of the world; particularly in 


the important conqueſt of the 
ſtrong fortreſs of Louiſbourg, 
with the iflands of Cape Bre- 
ton and St. John ; the taking 
of Frontenac, ſo eſſential to 
our operations in North-Ame- 
rica; the reduction of the va- 
luable ſettlement of Senegal ; 


the total demolition of the 


harbour and works of Cher- 
bourg, erected at ſo great ex- 


pence by the enemy, with a 


particular view to annoy this 
country ; and the deſtruſtion 
of the ſhipping and privateers 
in the ports of France. 

« Your majeſty's faithful 
commons feel, with the higheſt 
ſatisfaction, how greatly theſe 


events redound to the honour 
and intereſt of your majeſty's 


kingdoms, to the upholding 
the reputation of the Britiſh 
arms, and to the maintaining 
and extending the glories of 


Jour majeſty's reign. 


«© We have the moſt lively 
ſenſe of theſe happy conſe- 


quences (under God) of your . 


majeſly's wiſdom in the pow- 


erfu] exertion of the naval. 
force of theſe kingdoms, to 


the annoyance and diftreſs of 
the fleets, trade, and naviga- 
tion of France, whilſt the 
commerce of Great Britain 
flouriſhes in full protection 
and ſecurity; and, at the 
ſame time, of -your majeſty's 
juſtice, and magnanimity, in 
ſteadily ſupporting your al- 
lies, and in carrying on with 
vigour, in all parts, this ar- 
duous and neceſſary war. 
It is with joy and admi- 
ration we ſee the glorious ef- 
forts made in Germany, by 
your majeſty's great ally the 
king of Pruſſia, and thoſe 
made by prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwic, ſeconded by the 
valour of your majeſty's 
troops, and thoſe of your al- 
lies; and that full employ- 
ment has hereby been given 
to all the armies of France, 
and of her confederates: from 
evhich, our operations, both by 


fea and in America, hare re- 


ceived the maſt evident and im- 
portant adwantages. 

Permit us to aſſure your 
majeſty, that your faithful 
commons, juſtly animated in 
defence of the rights of your 
majeſty's crown, and of the 
preteſiant religion, 


dan- 


and the 
common cauſe of liberty and 


independency. againſt the 
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An, 1758. mulcitade of enemies Who attack his dominions. 
he is obliged to take new meaſures with the king ti 


of England, for their reciprocal defence and ſafe- la 
ty; and his Britannic majeſty hath, at the fame b 
time, ſignified his earneſt deſire to ſtrengthen the it 
friendſhip ſubſiſting between the two courts, and, Ki 
in conſequence thereof, to conclude a fern con- dc 
vention, for granting to his Pruſſian majeſty ſpeedy rl: 
and. powerful aſſiſtance, their majeſties have no- of 
minated and authoriſed their miniſters, to concert an 
and ſettle the following articles. All former trea-. Mi 
ties between the two crowns, particularly that Cal 
| ſigned at Weſtminſter, on the ſixteenth day of Ja- Pr 
; nuary; in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and PO 
| fifty-ſix, and the convention of the eleventh of in 
6 April, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and the 
fifcy- eight, are confirmed by the preſent conven- tua 
dangerous union which hath ' © We beg leave, alſo, ts wi 
been formed. to oppreſs them, expreſs our moſt grateful ſenſe yr xp 
will bear up againſt all diffi- of the paternal ſatisfaction ſely 
culties, and exert themſelves your majeſty takes, in that tak 
to the utmaſt, by granting to good harmony which ſubfiſts tru: 
your majeſty fach ſupplies as among your faithful ſub- 
ſhall be neceſſary, effectually jects; and of your majeſty's mo 
to ſtand by, and defend your gracious acceptance of the thel 
majeſty, and vigorouſly to univerſal zeal and affection for con 
ſupport the king of Pruſſia, your people; which ſalutaty ſoor 
and the reſt of your majeſty's union hath enabled us ſo ef- 
allies ; firmly rely:ng on the fectually to exert our ſtreng 2th 
wiſdom and goodneſs of your abroad, and hath w at nen 
majeſly, that the fame will home tranquility, ſafety, and it v 
de applied, in the propereſt public credit; and we truſt, ſubl 
manner, to puſh the war with that the continuance of the 1 
advantage, and to reduce the fame truly national ſpirit will, b 
enemy to equitable terms of by the bleſſing of God, be eſt 
a ſafe, honourable, and laſt- attended with the like happy the 
ing peace. .effeQs for the ſuture. = com 


tion 
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tion of the eleventh of April, in the year one n 
land ſeven hundred and fifty-eight, are confirmed 


by the preſent convention in their whole tenor, as 


if they were herein inſerted word for word. The 
king of Great Britain ſhall cauſe to be paid at Lone 
don, to fuch perſon or perſons as ſhall be autho- 
rized by the king of Pruſſia for that end, the fum 
of four millions of rixdollars, making fix hundred 
and feventy thouſand: pounds ſterling, at one pay- 
men-, immediately on the exchange of the ratifi- 


cations, if the king of Pruſſia ſhall fo require. His - 


Pruſſian majeſty ſhall employ the ſaid ſum in ſup- 
porting and augmenting his forces, which ſhall act 
in ſuch manner as ſhall be of the greateſt ſervice to 
the common cauſe, and contribute moſt to the mu- 


tual defence and ſafety of their ſaid majeſties. The 


king of Great Britain, both as king and elector, 
and the king of Pruſſia, reciprocally bind them- 
ſelves not to Tanchige: with the powers that have 
taken part in the preſent war, any treaty of peace, 
truce, or other ſuch like convention, but by com- 
mon advice and conſent, each expreſly including 
therein the other. The ratification of the preſent 


convention ſhall be exchanged within fix weeks, or 


ſooner, if poſſible. 
In effect, this treaty was no other than a re- 


newal of the ſubſidy from year to year, becauſe 
it was not thought proper to ſtipulate in the firſt 
ſubſidiary convention an annual ſupply of ſuch 
importance until the war ſhould be terminated, 
leſt the people of England ſhould be alarmed at 
the proſpect of ſuch ſucceſſive burdens, and the 
complaiſance of the commons be in fome future 
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Aa. 758. ſeſſion exhauſted. On the whole, this is perhaps 


m 


the moſt extraordinary treaty that ever was con- 


cluded3 for it contains no ſpecification of articles, 
except the payment of the ſubſidy; and every other 


article is left to the interpretation of his P n 


We ſhall conclude this volume with the original 


pieces, publiſhed by the courts of Berlin and Vien- 


na for their mutual juſtification, that the reader may 


judge for himſelf, and determine which of theſe 


two powers was, in fact, the aggreſſor in this dread- 
ful war, which hath deſolated the faireſt provinces 


in Germany, and ſhed ſuch ſeas of human blood. 


GEORGE I. 
JUSTIFYING. PROOFS, 


Publiſhed by Authority at BzRLIN. 
Numb, I. 
7 reaty of — Partition, dated May 18, 1745. 


F XPERIE NOE having but too well ſhewu how far 


the king of Pruſſia carries his evil intentions, in order to 
diſturb the repoſe of his neighbours; and that prince having 
on the one hand repeatedly invaded and laid waſte the domi- 
nions of her majeſty the queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
and on the other ſide alarmed his majeſty the king of Poland, 

elector of Saxony, by divers menaces, warlike preparations, 
and violently patſing through his territories, for which it has 
not been poſſible to obtain due ſatis faction for time paſt, nor 
ſufficient ſecurity for the future; it has been conſidered that 
this double end cannot be obtained till the ſaid formidable 
' neighbour is reduced within narrow bounds. For theſe rea- 
ſons, his majeſty the king of Poland, ele&or of Saxony, as 
an auxiliary ally, and her majeſty the queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, as a party attacked and at war, have agreed, by 
the preſent ſeparate and ſecret act, to employ their joint ef- 
forts, not only to perform fully the act paſſed between their 
majeſties the y of May, 1744, and the meaſures concerted 
in conſequence of the engagements entered into by their 
treaty of alliance the 8th of January, 1745, with the mari- 
time powers; but likewiſe, that neither the one nor the other 


ſhall lay down their arms, till, beſides the conqueſt of all 
Sileſia and the county of Glatz, the king of Pruflia be far- 


ther reduced. 

And that they may previouſly underſtand one enen with 
regard to the partition of the conqueſts to be made, ſee- 
ing the 8th article of the ſaid treaty of Warſaw only ſettled 
in general terms, that his majeſty the king of Poland, elector 
of Saxony, is to partake of the advantages, by having ſuch 

territories as lie convenient for him; it has appeared neceſſary 
to diſtinguiſh the caſes that may hereafter happen, and ro 
come to a right underſtanding about each of them. 

Suppoſe then, that beſides the recovery of all Sileſia and 
the county of Glatz, they ſhould conquer from the ſaid king 
the dutchy of Magdeburg, including therein the circle of Saal, 
the principality of Croſlen, with the circle of Zullichau de⸗ 

Ee 2 longing 
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longing thereto, and the fiefs of Bohemia poſſeſſed by that , 
king, and fituated in Luſatia; namely, Corbus, Peitz, Storc- 


kau, Beeſkau, Sommerfeld, wy other places and diſtricts be- { 
- longing . thereto : in this caſe, all Sileſia and the county of { 
Glatz, excepting Swibus, muſt return to her majeſty the queen 4 
cf Hungary and Bohemia, who, in exchange, eaten all the reſt 1 
juſt mentioned, with the diſtrict of Swibus, belonging other- 
wiſe to Sileſ. a, to his 3 the ng af Poland, elector of 
Saxony. ä 
Sunnefinn, on I apr 3 beſides Ae recovering of 7 
W” Sileſia Se. the. county: of Glatz, they could cor quer upon 185 
the aggreſſor no more than the circle of Saal, the principality 
of Croſſen, with the circle of Zullichau, (and the abovemen- q 
tioned fiefs of Bohemia belonging to him in Luſatia; then » 
his Poliſh majeſty, elector of Saxony, ſhall be content with f 
this laſt partition and the diſtrict of Swibus, leaving in like | 
manner to her majeity the queen of Hungary and Bohemia + 
all Sileſia and the county of Glatz, Swibus excepted. ' But n 
3 ſuppoſe, in fine, that contrary to all expectation, and in ſpite , 
of the joint efforts abovementioned, they could conquer, be- ö 
ſides the county of Glatz and the whole of Sileſia, no more | b 
| than the principality of Crofſen, with the circle of Zullichau, Py 
and the aboveſaid fiefs of Bohemia paſſeſſed by. the ſaid king 3 
in Luſatia: in this caſe, his Poliſh majeſty ſhall have, beſides Þ 
| the principality, the; circle and the ets juſt mentioned, the = 
A diſtri of Swibus otherwiſe belonging to Sileſia. 7 
| And to che end that his majeſty the king of Poland, eleQor x 
of Saxony, whatey er happens, may be ſo much the: more aſ- - 
ſured of theſe lait acquiſiti tions, at the leaſt, and in all events; h 
; her majeſty the queen of Hungary and Bohemia: engages in = 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſolemn. manner, that his majeſty the = 
king of Poland, elector of Saxony, ſhall have preciſely the 45 : 
fame ſecurities for theſe new acquiſitions, which ſhe ſhall or p 
may have for the recovery of her antient patrimonial'territo- WM. 2 
ries, that is to ſay, Sileſta and the county of Glatz; ſo that fu 
% every thing is to go on with an equal pace, and that ſhe muſt PS 
# not ſit down with the poſſeſſion of all Sileſia, before his ma- — 
jeſty the king of Poland be en in Eee of his ſhare = 
_ ef the conqueſts. boy 
To this cnd the Saxon troops of his Poliſh mojeſty ſhall re- in 
main in re- conquered Sileſia, till his ſtipulated ſhare be effect- 3 
| cd, at leaſt according to the laſt of the caſes abovementioned. ' 


Alter which the high contracting parties ſhall reciprocally 


guaranty, beth tor- tbcoaleives and. their heirs and 1 
or 
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for ever, whatever has fallen to their reſpective lot, and mall 


endeavour to get the ſame guarantied by their allies. 

In witneſs whereof their majeſties have each ſigned, with 
their own hand, a copy of the ſame tenor of this ſeparate and 
ſecret act, in :rder to be exchanged againſt one another, and 
have cauſed their royal ſeals to be affxed ee - Done at 


Leipſick, the 18th of May, 1745. 
Fo Er Avousrus R. 


Numb. II. 


9 ranſlaticn f the fetret ſeparate Article off rhe Trea? 7 1 Peterſe 


burgh, 1756. 


Her rs the empreſ6-queen of Hungary and Bohemia 
declares that the peace concluded at Dreſden, between her 
and his majeſty. the king of Pruſſia, on the 25th of Decem- 
Tong 1745, ſhall be obſerved, on her part, with the ſtricteſt 

e and attention, and the moſt inviolable fidelity and that 
the will not, firſt, depart from the renunciation of the right 
ſhe formerly had, to that part of the dutchy of Sileſia, and 
to the county of Glatz, which had been yielded up. 
Baut it, contrary to the expectation and common wiſh. of 

both the contracting parties, his majeſty the king of Pruſſia 
ſhould, firſt, depart from the ſaid peace, whether by hoſtilely 
attacking her majeſty the Empreſs-queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, or her heirs and ſucceſſors, or her Imperial majeſty 
of all the Ruſhas, or even the republick of Poland; and con- 
ſequently, in the one or the other of theſe caſes, the ſaid Em- 
preis-queen's right to the ſaid part of Sileſia, and the county 
of Glatz, yielded up by the abovementioned peace, and thus, 
her Imperial majeſty's guaranty thereof, renewed by the fore- 
going firit and ſecond articles of this treaty, ſhould again take 
place, and re-acquire their full force and vigour : both the 
ſaid high contracting parties have from henceforth, for that 
ſpace of time, agreed that in ſuch an unexpected caſe, but not 
ſooner, the ſaid guaranty ſnall be performed, and completely 
fulfilled, with this additional moſt binding promiſe, that in or- 
der to avert the common danger of ſuch an hoſtile attack, 
they will immediately enter into the moſt cloſe and confiden- 
tial concert; ſtrictly enjoin to their reſpective miniſters at fo- 
reign courts the ſame mutual confidence and good underſtand- 
ing, and; faithfully to communicate to each other whatever 
either of them ſhall diſcover of the enemy's views, deſigns or 


intentiogs : : aad Tally; hold in readineſs, in the bordering or 
; Ee 3 neareft 
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neareſt countries, viz. Her Roman Imperial majeſty, in Bohe- 


mia, Moravia, and the adjacent countries of Hungary: and 


her Ruſſian Imperial majeſty in Livonia, Eſtonia, and other 
neighbouring places, thirty thouſand men at leaſt, namely, 


twenty thouſand foot, and ten thouſand horſe, in ſuch man- 


ner, that whenever the caſe of an hoſtile attack from Pruſſia 
upon either of the parties ſhall exiſt, the ſaid thirty thouſand 
men may, within two months at fartheſt, or at the utmoſt 
three months, after a previous amicable requiſition, march to 
the aſſiſtance of the party attacked. 

And whereas it is eaſy to foreſee, that ſixty thouſand men 
will not be ſufficient, to repel an hoſtile attack, to re- conquer 


the ceſſions made by the peace of Dreſden, and to ſecure the 


public tranquillity more effectually for the time to come; the 
two contracting parties have therefore farther engaged them- 


ſelves to each other, that in the caſe aforeſaid, not only 


thirty thouſand men, but double that number, viz. Sixty 
thouſand men, that is to ſay, forty thouſand foot and twenty 
thouſand horſe, ſhall be employed for that purpoſe by each 
contracting party; and that, the ſooner the better; both their 
ſaid Imperial majeſties obliging themſelves, to that end, to 


-afſemble reſpectively, the ſaid number of ſixty thouſand men, 


as ſpeedily, as the diſtance of the leaſt remote parts, from 


whence the troops can be drawn, will poſſibly admit. The 


troops to be appointed for that purpoſe, on the part of her 


Ruſſian Imperial majeſty, ſhall be employed, as well by land 


as by water, according as the occaſions ſhall then be found 
moſt proper; but on the part of her Roman Imperial ma- 
jeſty, they ſhall be employed by land only; in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the ſaid troops may in the beginning, as mutual 
convenieney ſhall allow, and after previous concert, make a 
diverſion, at one and the ſame time, in the ſaid king of Pruſ- 


{12's dominions ; and, afterwards, if poſſible, unite and carry 


on the operations with combined force. But previouſly to 
ſuch junction, and at the beginning of the diverſion to be un- 
dertaken, there ſhall be prefent at each army, a general offi- 
cer, expreſly appointed by the two contracting parties, as well 
for the ſake of counſel and concert about the execution of the 


operations, as for giving the neceſſary intelligence, and to be 


an eye-witneſs of the operations ſo to be executed. 

And whereas, in contracting this heartily and well meant 
engagement, and by ſuch a powerful aſſiſtance to be given, 
and diverſion to be made, in favour of the Empreſs-queen, 
oo ſhe ſhould _ OY her Ruſſian Imperial majeſty has 

3 | not 


Fg 
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not the leaſt intention to make any new conqueſts, upon ſuch 
an occaſion, or to appropriate them to herſelf; and, as ſhe 
has likewiſe conſented to employ the aforeſaid ſixty thouſand 
men, by water as well as by land; and the equipment of a 
fleet neceſſary thereto will require a great extraordinary ex- 


pence ; which, conſidering the advantage that may be ex- 


pected from it, (as the enemy may be more etfectually an- 
noyed, and his forces more divided by water than by land) 
muſt be accounted an army far exceeding the ſixty thouſand 
men: for theſe reaſons, her majeſty the Empreſs- queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia obliges herſelf, in order the more fully 
to demonſtrate her gratitude, to pay, within a year, (to be 
reckoned from the time that Sileſia and Glatz ſhall be again 
in her poſſeſſion) to her Imperial majeſty of all the Ruſſias 
two millions of German florins; from which ſum, ſhe ſhall 
not be entitled to make any deduction, on account of contri- 
butions, that may have been raiſed in the enemy's country. 

This preſent fourth ſecret ſeparate article ſhall be of the 
ſame force and effect as if it was inſerted word for word in the 
defenſive treaty itſelf, and had been ratified at the ſame time. 
In witneſs whereof the undermentioned miniſters have ſigned 
and ſealed this at Peterſburgh, May 22, 1746. 

(ES) J. F F. de Pretlack. 

(L. S.) Ale xy Comte 

Beſtucheff Rumin. (L. S.) N. S. de Hohenholtz. 


Numb. I II. ; 


Reſolutions and Inflirutions for the Count de Vicedom , and the 
Sieur de Pezold, at St. Peterſburgh. 


A crcomfianiial report having been duly made to the king, 
of the contents of the laſt diſpatches, dated April 18, 19, 
and 23d, from his privy counſellor and miniſter plenipoten- 
tiary at the Imperial court of Ruſſia, the count de Vicedom, 
and from his reſident at the ſame court, the privy counſellor 
of the embaſſy, ſieur de Pezold, brought hither from Peterſ- 
burgh, by the courier Conſoli, the 6th of December, and his 


majeſty having eſpecially taken into conſideration the affair 


of acceſſion, inſtantly demanded of him by the two Impe- 
rial courts, to their new defenſive treaty of alliance and its 
ſeparate and ſecret articles ſigned at Peterſburgh the 22d May 
1746, and afterwards ratified by both parties, his majeſty has 
thought fit to provide the aboveſaid two miniſters in Ruſſia, 


EES.. - with 
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with the following heads of reſolution and inſtruction, which caſe 
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are to ſerve them as a rule to direct their negociation and con- but 
duct in this equally important and delicate affair. ſiſta 
1d. The high-chancellor of Ruſſia having given them to un- yant 
derſtand, and alſo intimated the ſame here by his brother the 4. 
ns a grand marſhal, that the two Imperial courts would be very cour 
lad to have the affair of the King's acceſſion treated and con- out 
cluded. preferably at Peterſburgh, as being the place where whic 
the defenſive treaty of alliance in queſtion, renewed between nary 
them, was negociated, concluded, and ſigned ; his majeſty, maje 
in order to comply there with, does for this purpoſe provide ance 
the count de Vicedom and the ſieur de Pezold with the an- the 

; nexed full power, together with the clauſe, jointly and ſiparate- as tl 
H. to the end that in caſe of abſence, | indiſpoſition, or other own 
| hindrance of either of them, the other may continue the ne- 120 
gociation by conferring, nevertheleſs waaether, and acting i in py 
perfect concert. hay: 
2, They are to make a merit of this the king's ſteadineſs, cour 

by obſerving to the high chancellor and the ambaſſador Pret. to t! 
lack, that it is an undoubted proof of his majeſty's ſincere quir 
inclination and attachment to the two empreſſes, preferably king 
10 all other conſiderations that might induce him to proceed b 
more warily in an affair of this extent and conſequence. for | 
3. As the reſident Pezold is beſt acquainted with what paſ- co- 
ſed near two years ago between the two courts, when the king forc 
found himſelf within the caſe of neceſſity to claim the aſſiſt- plai 
ance of Ruſſia, by virtue of their defenſive treaty of alliance two 
renewed againſt the king of Pruſſia; and the ſaid reſident king 
having been an eye-witneſs of the indiffereat, flow, and in- his 
ſufficient manner in which they anſwered at the court of Pe- 7 
terſburgh the reiterated requiſitions of his majeſty, to which gag 
procedure Saxony ought chiefly to attribute its late diſaſters; rial 
he will do well to put the high chancellor count de Beſtucheff obt: 

| particularly in mind of it, not ſo much by way of reproach- be 
ing him with it, but rather upon the ſoot of confidential re- in I. 
flections, and to make him acknowledge, that it is indeed a cou 
very generous reſolution ins the king to yield fo readily to 8 
che deſires of the two Imperial courts; and that after what diffi 
| lately happened to him from the Ruſiian court, nothing but ſenſ 
nis majeſty's great confidence in him, the high chancellor, that 
and his preſent credit and power, could ſo ſoon have deter- gag 
mined him for the acceſſion, in hopes that this principal mi- ady 

- Miter will think of repairing what is paſt, by taking his mea- 9 


res. ſo well and ſo n that the king may hereafter, 2 Fan! 
1732'S 2 caſe Led 
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aſe of need, be not only ſuccoured in time and ſuſſieiently, 
but alſo that his majeſty, on the occaſions of reciptoeabiaf- + 
ſiſtance, may: find his. en neee rr N ad- 
vantage. ie 10 3, 


4. As to he principal a between the tuch aprt 
courts, the king is entirely, diſpoſed: to accede theretoy with- 
out any other reſtriction than that of the number of troops, 


which they have reciprocally ſtipulated therein, for the ordi- 


nary caſes of giving ſuccours; and it is neceſſary that! his 


majeſty's- plenipotentiaries propoſe and inſiſt, that the aſſiſt- 
ance he is to have, be ſettled, in the act of acceſſion, at double 
the ſuccour promiſed from the electorate of Saxony, inaſmuch 
as the court of Vienna ſends to the king, and maintains at its 
own charge, in all the caſes,” the reciprocal ſuccours of 6 and 
12,000 men. | 

After the count de Wide 8 the ſieur de pezold {ball 
have ſettled this with the miniſters of the two contracting 
courts, they ſhall alſo proceed to treat of the king's acceſſion 


to the ſix ſeparate articles, five of which are ſecret; and re- 


quire much more reflection and adjuſtment with regard to the 
king's conveniency. 

6. However, as his majeſty, through inclination and ana; 
for the. common intereſt and the public good, is not averſe to 
co- operate therein as far as poſſible, and in proportion to his 
forces, his plenipotentiaries muſt take particular care to ex- 


plain themſelves on this head more ſpecially, with thoſe of the © 


two Imperial courts, to the end that their demands, and the 
king's condeſcenſion in each article, may be combined with 
his majeſty's intereſts. #: 

7. There being among the articles, ſome points of en- 
gagements which properly concern none but the two Impe- 
rial courts principally contracting; they ſhall endeavour to 
obtain that the king be not included therein, or that they 
be attempered for his majeſty, as alſo that every future war 
in Italy be excepted, as it is already in the wan with the 
court of Vienna. 

8. The firſt and fourth of the ſecret 0 being the moſt 


difficult and onerous, if the king accedes to them in their 
ſenſe and extent, the two Imperial courts cannot take it amiſs 


that his majeſty defires, beſides more proportion in the en- 


gagements, that they may contain reciprocal e and 
advantages. 


9. As to the firſt ſecret article, which concerns He gua- 
fanty of the grand duke of Ruth's poſſeſſions, as duke of 
Rear 
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Holftein-Sleſwick, and of his ducal houſe, the empreſs of 


Ruſſia will be pleaſed to conſider how tenderly and cautiouſly 
the king muſt behave towards the court of Denmark, on ac. 
count of his affinity and right of eventual ſucceflion ; and 
therefore the ſaid ſovereign, as well as the Empreſs-queen, 
and even the Emperor her conſort, will not, in return, refuſe 
the king and his poſterity the guaranty of the ſucceſſion to 
the throne of Denmark, which in time may fall to a prince of 
the electoral houſe of Saxony. ; 

10. In fine, as to the fourth article, which regards even. 
tual and ſtronger meaſures againſt a new, ſudden, and unex. 
peed attack from the king of Pruſſia, the king acknow. 
ledges therein the prudent forecaſt of the two empreſſes, in 
thinking before-hand how to concert matters together and 
powerfully aſſiſt one another, if, contrary to better expecta- 
tions, and notwithſtanding their ſerupulous attention to ob- 
ſerve their treaties with the ſaid prince, the latter ſhould in- 
vade the dominions of either of them; and in this caſe the 
king is ready enough to concur in the ſame meaſures : but as 
he is the moſt expoſed to the reſentment of ſo formidable 
and reſtleſs a neighbour, witneſs the ſad experience his ma- 
jeſty has lately had of it, their Imperial majeſties cannot 
think it ſtrange that the king, before entering into ſuch a new, 
eventual, and extenſive engagement, ſhould take better pre- 
cautions, as well for his ſecurity and mutual defence, as for 
his being indemnified, and recompenſed in proportion to his 
efforts and the progreſs made againſt ſuch an aggreſſor. 

11. To this end the count de Vicedom and the fieur Pe- 
zold ſhall aſk the Imperial miniſters plenipotentiaries, 1. 
What number of troops, in ſuch a caſe, their ſovereigns de- 
fire of the king ; and, in return, with how many each of 
them will aſſiſt him? And 2dly, That this ſuccour deſired of 
the king be not diſproportionate to the ſtrength of his army. 


3. That the two Imperial courts muſt promiſe double the 


number to the king. 4. That the two empreſſes muſt each 
engage to keep at leaſt ſuch a body of the ir troops in a move- 
able condition and ready to march to the aſſiſtance of his ma- 
jeſty, one upon the frontiers of Pruſſia, and the other in Bo- 
hemia. 5. That they likewiſe oblige themſelves to let the 
king come in for a ſhare of the priſoners, ſpoils, and conqueſts 
they ſhall make jointly, or ſeparately, on the aggreſſor, and 


thereby the common enemy. 


12. With reſpect to this laſt point, and the partition of 
the conqueſts to be made, the king's miniſters plenipoten- 


tiaries 
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taries are to aſk the Ruſſian miniſter what his ſovereign's 
offers- are; and to declare, relatively to the Empreſs-queen 
of Hungary and Bohemia, that ſuppoſing this princeſs. were 
attacked again by the king of Pruſſia, and ſhould recover 


not only Sileſia and the county of Glatz, but. likewiſe ſuc- 


ceed in reducing that aggreſſor within narrow bounds, the 
king of Poland, as elector of Saxony, would abide by the 
partition ſtipulated between her and his majeſty by the con- 
vention ſigned at Leipſic the 18th of May 1745, a copy of 
which the reſident Pezold received encloſed in a letter from 
the miniſtry of the 14th of November following; except- 
ing the third degree of partition defined therein, with which 
his majeſty cannot be ſatisfied; ſince in caſe the Empreſs- 


queen ſhould be able to conquer, beſides the county of Glatz 


and all Sileſia, no more than the principality of Croſſen 
with the circle of Zullichau, and the fiefs of Bohemia poſ- 
{ſed by the king of Pruſſia in Luſatia, it would be neceſ- 
fary to grant eventually to the king, elector of Saxony, a 

more conſiderable ſhare in thoſe conqueſts than the ſaid prin- 
cipality, the circle, and the fiefs : his majeſty will wait for 


the offers of the court of Vienna on this head, and will 
order the count de Looſs to negotiate thereupon, wiſhing 


only that the Ruſſian court would uſe its good offices to ob- 
tain, in this caſe, a better partition for the king from the 
Empreſs-queen, and then ſecure and guaranty to his majeſty 
the acquiſition thereof. 

13. The count de Vicedom and the Sieur Pezold are to 
take ad referendum all that may be ſaid to them in anſwer to 
the premiſes, and not to conclude any thing, until in conſe- 
quence of their reports, they ſhall be authoriſed to do it by 
the king's final order and reſolutions. 

14. The reſt is left to their prudence, dexterity, and zeal 
for the ſervice, intereſt, and glory of his majeſty, who aſ- 
ſures them of his protection and good graces, whilſt they ap- 
| ply themſelyes to fulfil, with all the exactneſs they are capable 
of, the points of this inſtruction. Written at Dreſden the 235d 


of May, 1747. 


(L. S.) AvevsTvus R. 
C. de Br. 
de Walther, 
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In we vorfervade Hält eitb us the atdebb ritten, the 50 ; al 
wry 'tgth inſtant, we have indeed already exhibited our full are: 
powers, as alſo the declarations and conditions upon which it in 
his majeſty the king of Poland, our moſt gracious maſter, a3 Ml ferve 
elector of Saxony, is ready to accede to the defenſire treaty II 
of alliance coneluded between the two Imperial courts at Pe. the 
c terſburg the 22d of May, 1746, as alſo to the ſecret and ſe. WM <lpe 
parate articles of the ſame treaty, according to the orders and WI ſtrue 
inſtructions we have received on this headQ. oft 


But as their excellencies the miniſters of the two Imperial duke 
conrts, impowered to confer with us, were deſirous of having to re 
ſomething from us in writing, we e would not tail to give the jeſty 


| | , TINS ſummary. War . 11 | | mar 
| , | ; tual 
| J. Hi 18 Poliſh n very readily my «ans acknow- reaſc 
1 — Wages the friendſhip which the two Imperial courts have WW jeſty 


ben pleaſed to ſhew him, in communicating to him the faid of t 
treaty, with the ſeparate and ſecret articles, and inviting WW pero 
bim to accede thereto ; but, at the ſame time, he flatters the 
himfelf, that having ſo many important reaſons to abſtain in time 
the preſent criſis from all new engagements, the two high IV 
eontracting parties will look upon the facility, which his ma- of th 
Jeſty expreſſes on this occaſion, as a freſh proof of his ſincere have 
friendſhjp'and perfect confidence, and that they will be there- Prufl 
by ſo much the more inclined: to ſettle the ſaid acceſſion on CONC 
fuch a foot, that his majeſty may not only be aſſiſted with. ner: 
out loſs of time, and ſufficiently, whenever the caſe cure t 


— — — — own — 
1 . 


exiſts, but that he may likewiſe - have a ſuitable indemni- the 
A : fication and real acer for his reciptocal and real con- aboy 
currence. tiene 


II. In this confidence his mijbdly 4 is ready to accede purely MW from 
to the body of the treaty, adding thereto this reſtriction the! 


omy, That in return for the number of auxiliary troops agai. 
which his majeſty, as elector of Saxony, ſhall oblige himſelf its ſt 
to furniſh, the two Imperial courts do ſtipulate double the were 
number for him, according to the example ſet in the en- ſtanc 
gagements already ſubſiſting between him and her majelty exec 


the Empreſs-queen of Hungary and Bohemia. As for the not 


particular number of troops to be furniſhed by our court, 2 
F we elve 
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we have ** to wait on this head the firſt overtures from 
the. two high contracting parties. However we think, fee - 
ing that the ſuccours which ſhould be mutually furniſhed in 
me ordinary cafes, on which the body of the treaty turns, 
i already determined by the treaties which his majeſty has 


already made with the two courts; one might alſo abide by 


it in the preſent acceſſion, and be content with making - Jones 
ſerve to confirm preceding engagements. 

III. Circumſtances being very different with reſpect l to 
the ſeparate and ſecret articles, the firſt and fourth of which 
eſpecially deſerve a much more ſerious attention; we are in- 
raced, as to the firſt article, which regards the guaranty 
of the preſent. poſſeſſions of his imperial highneſs the grand 
duke of Ruſſia, as duke of Holſtein-Schleſwick, in Germany, 


to repreſent the great care and caution with which his ma- 


jeſty is obliged to manage in regard to the Court of Den- 
= in conſideration of the ties of blood, and of the even- 
tual ſucceſſion that is due to him; and to propoſe, for this 
reaſon, - that; in, return for the ſaid guaranty which his ma- 
jeſty is to take upon himſelf, he ſhiould have the guarant 
of the two high contracting parties, as alſo that of the Em- 
peror, for the abovementioned right-of eventual ſucceſſion to 
the throne of Denmark, and that this * be in the Wane 
time acknowledged, 

IV. As for the Fourth articles bis da; jeſty ibn appibyes 
of the wiſe andi efficacious meaſures which the Imperial eourts 
have eventuallyitaken; in caſe that his majeſty the king of 
prufſia, notwithſtanding the exact obſerration of the peace 
concluded with him, ſhould again attack in a hoſtile man- 
ner the dominions of either party, and lie is ready to eon- 
cur therein. . But as his majeſty has many more reaſons han 
the two Imperial courts to think maturely of it, and ought 


above all things to conſider, that according to the ſad expe- 


rience he has lately had, the king of Pruſſia took a pretext 
from the ſuccours he was obliged; to furniſh to her majeſty 
the Empreſs- queen of Hungary, and Bohemia, to declare war 
againſt him; that, moreover, the electorate of Saxony is by 
its ſituation ry much ' expoſed to his reſentment, that, if it 
were not immediately aſſiſted, it could not poſſibly with- 
ſtand by its own forces, ſuch ſudden attacks as have been 


executed by the king of Pruſſia; and, in fine, if proviſion be 


not firſt made for the ſecurity and preſervation of the faid 


eleQorate, the two high contracting parties would them; 
ſlyos ber infinitely prejudiced by the ruin of this ſtate. In 


conſe 


445. 
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uence of theſe conſiderations, his majeſty flatters him. 


ſelf that the two high contracting parties themſelves will 


acknowledge the neceſlity and juſtice of the conditions and 
modifications which we are charged to propoſe, wiz. 1. That 
the number of auxiliary troops, which they ſhall require of 
his majeſty, be not diſproportionate to the ſtrength of his 
army. 2. That each of the two Imperial courts promiſe 
double that number to his majeſty ; and, if this wele not 
ſufficient, that the ſuccour be yet farther increaſed. 3. That 
the two Empreſſes do each of them engage to keep, at leaſt, 
ſuch a body of their troops in a condition to move, and- in 
readineſs to march to his majeſty's aſſiſtance, on the one ſide 
on the frontiers of Pruſſia, and on the other in Bohemia, 
4. That theſe bodies of troops do make a diverſion in the 
countries neareſt at hand, the moment that the territories of 
Saxony ſhall be attacked, or war declared againſt the electo- 
rate; and this muſt be done without requiring the formality 
of a previous concert, notwithſtanding what is ſtipulated on 
this head in the body of the treaty, as well as in the ſecret 


article. 5. That in caſe one of the two Imperial courts. 


ſhould be attacked, his majeſty be not obliged to commence 
the operations before the other Imperial court has effectively 
begun to act, in order to avert the effect of the enemy's 
ſuperiority, or at leaſt till the evident danger of being ſud- 
denly cruſhed ceaſes. 6. That, in conſequence of the roth 
article of the treaty, they make his majeſty partake not only 
of the booty and the priſoners, but alſo of the conqueſts 
that may be made on the enemy. And in fine, - 7. © That 
as her majeſty the empreſs of Ruſſia has declared in the 4th 
ſecret article, that in the caſe of ſending ſuccours, or making 
a diverſion, ſhe had no deſign to make new conqueſts, and 
conſequently it will be indifferent to her how his majeſty 
agrees with the court of Vienna about the eventual partition 
and a proper indemnification ; her ſaid Imperial majeſty of- 
Ruſſia would therefore be pleaſed to approve 'this convention 
beforehand, and take upon her to guaranty it.” | 

As to the fifth ſeparate article, and the ſecond, third, and 
fifth ſecret articles, his majeſty's acceſſion to theſe articles 
muſt of courſe be out of the queſtion ; becauſe, on the one 
hand, the ſaid articles turn upon engagements which con- 
cern none but the two Imperial courts; and on the other 
hand, becauſe, in not communicating to his majeſty the 
moſt ſecret article alledged in the third ſecret article, they 
have themſelves thereby given to underſtand, that the king's 
[Ye con- 


GEORGE I. 


concurrence in thoſe engagements is not required ; and * 
for the reſt, they will abide by what has been anteriorly 
ſtipulated in the treaties ſubſiſting between his majeſty and 
1 of the Imperial courts. But as in the third and fifth 


ſecret articles, they have again repeated the exception to the 


Caſus Fœderis already laid down in the treaty itſelf,” with 
regard to fature wars in Italy, and have added thereto, 
that, on the part of the Empreſs-queen, the preſent war 
with the bouſe of Bourbon, and on the part of her majeſty 
the empreſs of Ruſſia, an hoſtile aggreſſion on her empire 
from the ſide of the North, are not to be deemed as caſes 
that may prevent what has been ſtipulated in the 4th ſecret 
article, with reſpect to a rupture on the part of Pruſſia; there- 
fore the two high contracting parties will not refuſe to in- 
clude his majeſty likewiſe in this ſtipulation. 

Finally, the king doubts not but the two Imperial courts 
will take all theſe propoſitions as ſo many proofs of his 


equity, his confidence, and his ſincere friendſhip; and he 
flatters himſelf ſo much the more with the hope of receiving 


a favourable anſwer, as he has deſerved, by the calamities he 
has incurred for the common cauſe, that for the future his 
ſafety and indemnification ſhould be proportionably better 
provided for. We the under-written wait for the ſaid decla- 
ration and anſwer, in order to ond further in the affair of 
the acceſſion. 

St. Peterſburgh, the 7 + Sept. 1747. 


Lewis Sigefroy, Count Vitzhum d'Eckſtadt. 


John Sigiſmund de Pezold. 
Numb. V. 


Di patch from the King of Poland to ebe Count de Looſs at Vi- 


enna, dated Dec. 21, 1747. 


| You will no doubt remember, that, as ſoon as the two Im- 
perial courts of Vienna and Peterſburgh gave me an invita- 


tion by the counts of Eſterhaſy and Beſtucheff, to accede to 


the treaty of defenſive alliance renewed between the two Em- 
preſſes, the 22d of May, 1746, I had cauſed full information 
to be given you of the inſtruction on that head ſent to my 
miniſters plenipotentiaries at the Ruſſian court, where it was 


agreed that the affair of my acceſſion ſhould be treated of. 


It was on the 23d of May laſt that I ordered this to be im- 


org to you; and finding that the court where you reſide 
delayed 
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delayed communicating to you the treaty, in queſtion; in tile 
month of July following I ordered a copy of it to be ſent to 
you, together with all the ſeparate and iecret articles, which 


had been communicated, to me by the Imperial miniſter; 
here, in conſequence of their joint invitation. My miniſter; 
at Peterſburgh, after having declared, in general terms, my 
favourable: diſpoſition: towards the acceſſion, and produced 


their full powers, always kept themſelves in readineſs to en. 


ter upon buſineſs with the miniſters authoriſed for that pur- 
pole by the two Empreſſes, but had no opportunity to do it 
ſooner than the of September laſt at a conference; and 


baving, then been deſired to give their overtures in writing, 


they did ſo by a; pro memoria ſigned the 34 of September, 3 
copy of which (marked A) is hereunto annexed. | | 

«« Wherezs, until the two Imperial courts make an anſwer 
thereto by their miniſters at Peterſburg, and before I do, in 
eonſequence of it, come to a final determination in regard to 
my act of acceſſion, it behoves me to come to a, right under. 
ſtanding with the Empreſs-queen about the eventual partition 
Which is to fall to my ſhare, in caſe that princeſs; attacked 
again, eontrary to better expectations, by the king of Pruſſis, 
Mould, by the concurrence of my aſſiſtance, make ſpoils and 
conqueſts; on him, as it is more at large explained in the i 2th 


artiele of the inſtruction abovementioned; which my miniſters 


at Peterſburgh were provided with the 23d of May, of the 
preſent year; I charge you with this negotiation, and autho- 
rize. you. by the preſent order, and my intention is, that as 
my convention, ſigned at Leipſick, the 18th of May, 1745, 
with the queen of Hungary, a copy of which (marked B) you 
will find hereunto annexed, may ſerve as an eventual partition 
hereafter, excepting the third degree, or in caſe the court of 
Vienna ſhould be able to recover, beſides the county of Glatz, 
only all Sileſia, with the - principality of Croſſen, the circle 
of Zullichau, and the fiefs of Bohemia, which the king of 
Pruſſia holds in Luſatia, you muſt demand ſor me, of the 
Empreſs-queen, a more confiderable ſhare ip thoſe conqueſts 
than the ſaid principality, cirele, and fiefs, and inſift upon 
that prineeſs's making me an offer of it, that J may then 


ſee whether it would ſuit my conveniency to acquieſce in it.“ 


In making the overture of this my demand to the Empreſs- 
queen and to her miniſters of confidence, you will ſhew them 
how juſt and equitable it is, that a more advantageous lot 
ſould be granted me, in order to indemnify me for the un- 
happy fate and the loſſes I have met with, for having for- 
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merly alliſted her Imperial majeſty with all my forces. On 


your ſucceſſive reports of the progreſs of your negotiation, I 
ſhall fend you further orders, praying in the mean time God, 
c. Done at Dreſden, the 21 Dec. 1747. 
| AucusTvus R. 
| 5 a C. de Bruhl. 
To the miniſter of conference and of ſtate, 
count de Loofs, at Vienna. 


Numb. VI. 


Extract of the Advice of his Poliſh Majeſty's Ha Council, abaut 
the Acceſſion to the Treaty of n. given the 15th of 


August, 1747. 


We are likewiſe of opinion, that the fourth ſecret article 
exceeds the uſual rules; becauſe it is therein declared, that 
not only the caſe of an hoſtile aggreſſion on the part of his 
Pruſſian majeſty againſt her majeſty the Empreſs- queen, but 
alſo the caſe of the like aggreſſion againſt the Rufſian empire, 
or againſt the republic of Poland, is to be conſidered as a 
violation of the peace of Dreſden, and muſt give her majeſty 
the Empreſs- queen a right to recover the dutchy of Sileſia and 
the county of Glatz. If your majeſty ſhould approve of that 
ſtipulation by your accethon, our apprehenſions from his 


Pruthan majeſty would greatly increaſe, and we ſhould thereby 


acknowledge the principle, which on other occaſions we have 
always oppoſed, viz. That an auxiliary potentate is to be 
conſidered on the ſame foot as the belligerant power, &c.“ 


Numb. VII. 


Extract of the Advice of his Poliſh Majeſy s Privy- 2 
Sept. 17, 1748. 


It bas been ſtipulated in the ſecret article, that not only 
the caſe of the king of Pruſſa's attacking her majeſty the 
Empreſs-queen, but alſo every aggreſſion againft the Ruſſian 
empire, or againſt the republic of Poland, is to be looked upon 
as a violation of the peace of Dreſden. 

It then your majeſty ſhould approve by your acceifion, a 
principle fo repugnant to the ordinary rules, the king of Prutha, 
ſhould he come to hear of it, might charge you with a vio- 
lation of the treaty of Dreſden, c. | 

Num. 20. Fi Numb. 
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Numb. VIII. 


Fxtraf of a Poſtſeript From Count de Bruhl 10 Connt de Loofs at 
Paris, dated Dreſden, June 12, 1747. 


As to the two points mentioned in your excellency's letter 


of the 8th D. c. concerning which you defire the king's or- 


ders; J am to tell you in his majeſty's name, that though the 
pretending to require ſuch a declaration be a little extraordi- 
nary, the king nevertheleſs permits your excellency to give a 
declaration, in order to aſſure, that the treaty in queſtion 
contains nothing more than what 1s inſerted in the German 
copy, which has been communicated, and that we know 
nothing of any ſeparate or ſecret article ; but ſuppoſing like- 
wiſe that any ſuch articles exiſted, that they were communi- 
cated to us, and that we were invited to accede to them in 
like manner, France might be ſure that we would not enter 
into any engagement that might tend to give her offence, or 
that'might be any way contrary to our engagements with that 
crown. 


1 


Numb. IX. 
Declaration of Count de Loofs o the French Miniſtry, 1747. 


The underwritten ambaſſador extraordinary from his ma- 
jeſty the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, is authoriſed to 


declare in the name of the king his maſter, that the treaty 


between the court of Vienna and that of Peterſburgh, to 
which his majeity has been invited to accede, contains no- 
thing more than what is found in the German copy, which 
the ambaſiador abovementioned has had the honour to deli- 
ver to the marquis de Puyzieulx ; nor has any ſeparate or ſe- 
cret article been communicated to the king of Poland- by the 


aboveſaid courts. To which he is ordered to add, that in 


caſe ſuch ſeparate or ſecret article exiſted, and his Poliſh ma- 
jeſty ſhould be invited to accede thereto ; in fuch caſe his ſaid 
majeſty would do nothing that might have a tendency to of- 


fend the moſt Chriſtian king, or be any way inconſiſtent with 


the engagements that ſubſiſt between the king of Poland and 
his moſt Chriſtian majeſty by the treaty concluded between 
them the 21ſt April 1749. Inwitneſs whereof I have ſigned 
this declaration, and put the ſeal of my arms thereto. Done 
at tae camp-of the grand commandery, &c. 


Numb. 
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Numb. X. 


Extract of the Inſtructions given to General Ar nim for his Miſſion 


zo Peterſburgh, dated Feb. 19, 1750. 


After this general Arnim may inſinuate, that they muſt ' 


remember in what manner his majeſty had long ſince de- 
clared by his miniſters at Peterſburgh, the count de Vicedom 
and the fieur de Pezold, his inclination to accede to the treaty 
of Peterſburgh of the 22d of May, 1746; and that it had 
been found that the queſtion An was fo cloſely linked with the 


_ queſtion Qusmodo, that the one could not be decided without 


the other. 
That in the negotiation about the queſtion 2omode, all 


ſorts of difficulties had occurred, as appears more at large by 
the memorial of the Ruſſian miniſtry, dated the 3d of Janu- 
ary 1748, in anſwer to the memorial of the king's miniſters 
of the 1+ September 1747. But that his majeſty flattered 


2-7 


| himſelf, from the friendſhip of her majeſty the empreſs of 


Y 


Ruſſia, and the good intentions of the Ruſhan miniſtry, that 
nothing beyond his faculties would be required of him, and 
that his acceſſion would be no otherwiſe demanded than upon 
condition, that he ſhould not be charged with any thing that 

he was not capable of performing ; that on the other hand, 

the two Imperial courts ſhould promiſe him, in caſe, of an 
hoſtile invaſion of his patrimonial dominions in Germany, a 
ſpeedy, ſure, and ſufncient aſſiſtance, by means of two ar- 
mies to be always kept ready on the reſpective frontiers, which 
might be able to ſuccour him immediately, or to make a di- 
verſion according to the exigency of the caſe; and in fine, that 
the ſhare he is to have in the advantoges that may be gained by 


good ſucceſs in war, be prſanvely determined, 


XI. 


Memorial delivered to Count de Keyſerling, the Ruflian Minifter | 


at Dreſden, the 26th June, 1750. 


The king has not heſitated to declare already RE to 
his ex cellency the count de Keyſerling, the good diſpoſitions 
his majeſty is in, relatively to the definitive treaty of alliance 
and guarantee concluded at Peterſburgh the 22d May 1746, 
between their Imperial majeſties the empreſs of Ruiſia and 
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the empreſs queen of Hungary and Bohemia, to which treaty 
the king has been invited to accede. 

This declaration, together with all that has been intimated 
at the ſame time to the ſaid Ruſſian miniſter, muſt ſtill be 
freſh in his m ory: 
| As we expretly reiterate here the ſame friendly declaration, 
| which, among other falutary views, tends chiefly to prove 
his majeſty's high conſideration for their Imperial majeſties 
and the other allies, and the value he {ets on their friendſhip; 
ſo his majeſty doubts not in the leaſt, conſidering the fo fre- 
quently reiterated aſſurances of the precious friendſhip of her 
majeſty the empreſs of en but that ſhe will, in return, 
on occaſion of the acceſſion in queſtion, previouſly and ſufff- 
ciently provide for the ſafety of his majeſty's hereditary domi- 
nions, and get the other allies to do the ſame. 

In expectation of this, his majeſty will ſpeedily ſend the 
neceſlary inſtructions to his miniſter at the Ruſſi an court, for 
proceeding further in the matter, and bringing the negotia- 
tion in queſt to a happy iſſue. 

And of this we would not fail to apprize his excellency 


count de ann. that he may impart the ſame to his 
court, &c. 


9 


Preſiden; June 0 1781. 
| C. de Bruhl. 


Numb. XTI. 


Exiradt of a Leiter from Count de F lemming, to Count de Bruhl, 
dated from Vienna, Feb. 28, 1753. 


Purſuant to the diſpatch which your excellency honoured 
me with the 19th D. c. I have expreſſed to count d'Ublefeid, Ex: 
the king our maſter's ſatisfaction at the clear and preciſe ce- | 
claration of her majeſty the Empreſs-queen on the agnition 


of the treaty which ſubſiſts between the two courts, and on I 
the application to the caſe in queſtion relating to the king of Ha 
Pruſſia. 8 
; I added at the ſame time, that it would be proper, and tan 
| the king my maſter expected it, that in imitation of Ruſha ws 
they would likewiſe eventually authorize the reſpective 12 oy 
ſters, who reſide at the courts principally intereſted in main- Te: 
taining peace, to declare in due time, and ſuppoſing there 5 
Moutd ſeem to be ar eceſiity for it (before which we 2 = 
WoL 


GEORGE IL 


would not demand it) with what eye the Imperial courts would 
look upon any inſult or wrong that might be done us by the 
king of Pruſſia. 

Count d'Uhlefeld mad: anſwer, that there would be no 
difficulty : about the orders to be ſent on this head to their mi- 
niſters, if we require it; but that he deſired me again to 


conſider, of what uſe ſach a declaration could be to us, and 


what impreſhon it might make on the king of Pruſſia, when 
given in the ſenſe of the treaty of 1743, conſidering the in- 
ſufficiency of the ſuccour therein ſtipulated : 'That he charged 
me to repreſent again, on this occaſion, to my court, that 
they could not take meaſures enough againſt the ambitious 
views of the King of Pruſſia; and that Saxony eſpecially, 
as being the moſt expoſed, could not uie too many precau- 

tions to guard againſt. him: © That it was therefore highly 
neceſſary to ſtrengthen our old engagements, on the ſoot 
propoſed by the late count de Harrach in 1745. That this 
might be done on occaſion of our acceſſion to the treaty of 
Peterſburgh, or in any other manner which to us ſhould = 
pear moſt convenient for our ſafety, and the fitteſt for kee 
ing it ſecret :? That he thought there was no time to be bit, 

for putting themſelves in a good poſture of delence, as it ap- 
peared to him that the preſent ſituation of affairs abſolutely 
required the allied courts to unite cloſer than ever, and,that 
each of them ſhould look upon the intereſts of his ally as his 


8 


own, and, to uſe his own expreſſions, Tnar ALL SHOULD 


ANSWER FOR EACH ONE, AND EACH ONE FOR ALL, 


Numb. XIII. 


Extra@ of a Letter from Count Bruhl 4e Count Flemming at Vi- 


enna, dated at Dreſden, March 8, 1753. 


I make uſe at the ſame time of the excurſion of Sir Charles 
Hanbury Williams, and this fafe opportunity, to communi- 
cate to you a report of the privy-council of the 3d O. c. con- 
taining the ſentiments of that council concerning more ex- 
tenfive engagements, to which the court of Vienna invites us, 
on occaſion of our approaching acceſſion to the Ruihan 


treaty, This communication is to be of no other uſe to you, 
than to inform you, in what light the thing 1s viewed, and 
what difficulties are found in it. But, beſides, the king does 
not like the expedient propoſed, to inſert at firſt, in our act 
of acceſſion, the reciprocal engagement of aſſiſting one ano- 

F. f 3 ther 
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ther with all our forces. Nevertheleſs his majeſty is not 
averſe to come to an underitanding hereafter, under the ut- 
molt ſecrecy, with the ccurt of Vienna, about ſuch a ſuc- 
cour, by private and confidential declarations, relative to the 
fourth ſecret article of the treaty of Peterſburgh, by means 


| 
of juſt conditions and advantages, which, in this caſe, mutt | 
allo be granted to us, and in regard to which you may take 
ad referendum whatever they may pleaſe to propoſe to you. 1 
am previouſly of opinion, that what was promiſed by the Em- ; 
preſs-queen's declaration of the 3d May 1745, may ſerve for | 
the baſis, : 
Numb. XIV. | 
Extract of a Diſpatch from Count de Vicedom 1 Caunt de Bruhl, 1 
dated St. Peterſourgh, April 18, 1747. | 

J have the honour to acquaint your excellency, that Pret- 
lach has told me in confidence, that, at a ſecret interview y 
which he has had with the Empreſs and the high-chancellor, it 
he had found means, by confidential communications from { 
his court, relative to divers ſecret practices of that prince, fi 
diſadvantageous to her Imperial majeſty, to inſpire her with d 
ſentiments that have carried her enmity to the higheſt degree, h 
inſomuch that this ambaſſador imagines, there wants but a | ne 
very ſmall matter more to make her anger break out into de 
ſome hoſtile act, &c. Ve 
I have therefore begun to addreſs myſelf to the ambaſſador fit 
Pretlach, after having given him a detail of all the advan- en 

tages that may reſult from our friendly proceedings for his 

court, and even for that of Ruſſia, by procuring an accom- 
modation with France, by which the Empreſs-queen may be Ti 

more able to make head againſt the king of Pruſſia, &c. 
Numb. XY. 

Tranſlation of a Letter from the Secretary of the Embaſſy, Wein- * 
garten, 10 Count Uhlefeld. Berlin, Auguſt 24, 1748. W 
The day before yeſterday a courier from the earl of Hynd- Py 


ford paſſed through here, and brought me a diſpatch from 
count de Bernes, which gives me and count de Keyſerling 
great light into the military preparations. in this country, 
ſince C. Bernes writes that the French and Pruſſian party in 


Sweden are ſtrenuouſly labouring to procure abſolute power 
tur 


GEORGE II. 


for the prince- ſucceſſor: That, on account of theſe circum- 
ſtances, it was wiſhed that the Empreſs's journey, to Moſcow 
could be prevented; and as nobody could more contribute to- 
wards it than the count de Keyſerling, conſidering the prepa- 
rations and dangerous deſigns of tne court of Berlin, he was 
to ſpirit up this miniſter for that purpoſe. The latter being 
already ſufficiently prejudiced againſt this court, I found no 
difficulty in carrying my poiat ; for yeſterday he gave me a 
reading of his relation, drawn up according to the count de 
Bernes's wiſhes, and promiſed me to continue in that ſtrain 


every week. 
Numb. XVI. 


Letter from Count de Bernes to Count de la Puebla. Peterſ- 
burgh, Dec. 12, 1749. 


I venture, under the ſeal of the reateſt ſecrecy, to make 
you the following requeſt. It is defired that you would get 
it whiſpered to M. de Groſs, the Ruitian miniſter, but th 
ſo much precaution that it may never be ſuſpeQed it comes 
from you, that ſome machinations are carrying on in Swe- 
den againſt the Empreſs's perſon, i in which the Pruſſian court 
has a good ſhare; and as the ſaid miniſter, probably, will 
not fail to make you a confidant in this diſcovery, you are 
deſired to anſwer him, That as you know nothing of it, 
you will ſearch into it; and afterwards you are to con- 
firm it to him as a thing that. you have found out upon 


enquiry. 
Numb. XVII. 


rate Extract of the Inffrudtion given to General Arnim , 
Dreſden, Feb. 19, 1750. 


General Arnim muſt alſo take care to keep up in the Em- 
preſs, and in her well-intentioned miniſters, a jealouſy of the 
Pruſſian power, its aggrandizement, and the abuſe that is 
made of it; and in conſequence he muſt not fail to commend 
and applaud the attention, and all the meaſures, with which 


the Empreſs may oppoſe it, &c. 
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Numb. XVIII. 


Tranſlated Eætradt of a Leiter from the Sieur de Funck to Cover 
ae Bruhl. St. Peterſburgh, Dec. 6, 1753. 


In relating the motives which he (Funck) and baron Pret- 
lach, miniſter from Vienna, had alledged to the Ruſſian mi- 
nifters, for keeping always a powerful army on the frontiers 
of Pruſſia, he ſays he repreſented to them, among other 
things : 

That this precaution was ſo much the more neceſlary, 
e conſidering the notorious views of the courts of France, 
« Pruſſia, and Sweden, in caſe of a vacancy in the throne of 
Poland, as the king of Pruſſia would not then delay exe. 
„ cuting his deſigns upon Poliſh Pruſſia, and on the mouth 
6 of the Viſtula 

«© That they ſhould follow tre example of the king of 
% Pruſſia, who does not regret any expences that may ren- 
« ger him more formidable, and has lately formed three 
e new regiments more: That the court of Ruſſia need not 
« fear being abandoned by her allies, whenever ſhe comes 
« to blows; that they know too well their own intereſt, 


60 1 


Numb. XIX. 


Tran/ated Extra? of a Diſpatch from Count di Bruhl to the 
Sieur F unck at een Feb. 6, 1754. 


doubt not but the court of Ruſſia is already informed of 
the different movements and arrangements which the king 
of Pruſſia is making in the kingdom of that name, with the 
greateſt celerity and the utmoſt | ſecrecy, with reſpect to trade, 
the coin, and eſpecially military preparations : I likewiſe 


hope, that court will be the more attentive thereto, as thoſe 


preparations have been ſpecially obſerved after the great 
augmentation of troops which the empreſs of Ruſſia lately 
ordered to be made in her adjacent provinces, and that 
they ſeem to be-in conſequence thereof. I have, however, 
thought fit to communicate to you the advices on this head, 


which we have ſucceſſively Teceived, to the end that you may 


make uſe of them in your conferences with the miniſtry of 


the court where you reſide. We are very attentive thereto, 


as we are no ſtrangers to the king of Pruſſia's great deſire 


to intermeddle in the domeſtic affairs of Poland; that his 
projects 


G £:0-R- GE: A 


proje ds to ruin the commerce of Poland, and particularly that 
of Dantzick, become every day more and more manifeſt; and 
chat his views to aggrandize himſelf on that ſide, are certainly 
one of the moſt pleaſing objects of his ſchemes. 

Count Bruhl's diſpatch of the 13th of February, 1754. 
contains nothing but a detail of the military preparations 
which the king was making in Pruſſia. 


Extract of a Letter from 7 Situr de Funck to Count de Bruhl, 
June zoth, 1754. 


According to the report of the envoy, M. de Groſs, your 
excellency himſelf has informed him that ſeven new Pruſ- 
flan . regiments are ſoon to be raiſed. Your excellency is 
thanked for this advice, and at the ſame time aſſured, that a 
good uſe will certainly be made of it, as alſo of all other in- 
telligence of this nature. 


Numb. XX. 


Frenfeved Extract of a Diſpatch from Count de Bruhl to the Sieur 
Funck. Warſaw, July 28, 1754. 


The deſigns which ſoine liintektioned powers are hatch- 
ing in regard to Courland, diſcloſe themſelves ; beſides other 
tokens and preparations, by the public Gazettes of Berlin, 
which ſometimes announce the death of the unhappy duke, 
and fometimes his defperate ſtate of health, in order thus to 
prepare the public for future events, Sc. 


Numb. XXI. 


Trag e Extract of a Diſpatch from Count de Bruhl 70 the Siour 
Funck. Warſaw, Auguſt 2, 745 ES 


F of the umbrage taken by the Porte at the fortreſs 
which the Ruſſian court was building on the frontiers of Turky, 
he adds : 

As the courts of France and Pruſſia have hitherto con 
* ſtantly laboured to draw the Ottoman Porte into a war 
* againſt Ruſiia, this affair would throw a fine game into 
their hands; the king of Pruſſia would then no longer de- 
% lay pulling off the maſk, and manifeſting the deſign of 


* his continual -armaments ; in which caſe Courland might 
i poſſibly become the firſt ſacrifice to his SPP | 
Numb. 
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Numb. XXII. 


Tranſlated Extrad of a Diſpatch from Count de Bruhl 20 the Sieur 
Funck, dated Dec. 1, 1754. 


I cannot conceal from you a piece of intelligence I have 
received, concerning a new project of the king of Pruſſia, 
to facilitate his views of aggrandizement. It is known that 
that prince has long been endeavouring to bring the courts of 
Sweden and Denmark into his intereſt. Having failed in 
the overture he made in Denmark, on occaſion of prolong- 
ing the ſubſidiary treaty between that court and France, he 
is now thinking of other methods to fix the ſaid court in his 
intereſt. 

The birth of the young grand duke of Ruſtia muſt have 
appeared to him a favourable opportunity to gain that end: 
for as he imagines that after this event, which ſecures the ſuc- 
ceſſion in the dutchy of Holſtein, the negotiat*>n for ex- 
changing that dutchy againſt the county of Oldenburgh will 
meet with more difficulties, and that the king of Denmark 
would not, without great reluctance, drop a project which 
would give his dominions the compactneſs he ſo much de- 
fires : *tis pretended that he has propoſed another plan to 
the Daniſh court, in order to ſucceed in his views. We have 


not yet been able to find out the nature of this plan, nor in 


what manner he has promiſed to back it, whether it tends to 
make uſe even of violent means, and what he would ſtipu- 
late for himſelf in return. However, my advices make me 
conjecture, that he has not forgot in this project the pretext 
of the Greek religion, which the Grand Duke has embraced, 
and which is not one of the religions tolerated in the Em- 
pire; and that he flatters himſelf, by this means, to engage 


therein the Empire, and the guarantees of the peace of Welt- 


phalia. 

Though I pretend not to be any way poſitive in regard to 
this project, which, after all, agrees fo well with the genius 
of the king of Pruſſia; and though I am likewiſe of opinion, 
that the court of Denmark will not be the dupe of it ; the 
bare idea of ſuch a project does nevertheleſs ſeem important 
enough for you to impart it in confidence to the Ruſſian mi- 
niſtry, but ſtill with the neceſſary caution, &c. 


Numb, 
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acl XXIII. 


7 rranſlattd Extra of a Letter from the Sieur de Funck 1 Count al 
Bruhl. Peterſburgh, June 9, 1755. 


It would be doing good ſervice to the common cauſe, if 
a friendly hint were given to M. de Groſs, that he ſhould 
mecha in general terms, in one of his reports, merely to 


afford occaſion for inſinuating it dexterouſly to the Empreſs, 


that the king of Pruſſia muſt have ſound out a channel in 
Courland to get exact information of the ſecrets of this 
court, Sc. 


Numb. XXIV. 


Tr an l Extract of a Diſpatch from Count de Bruhl 20 NM. 
Funck, dated July 23, 1755. 


In acknowledging the receipt of your diſpatch of the zoth 
paſt, I ſhall tell you I have not failed to diſcharge, in regard 
to M. de Grofs, the commiſſion contained .in your letter of 
the gth paſt. He received with thankfulneſs the advice that 
was given him, that nothing could render him more accept- 
able to, his court, than making in his reports frequent and 
artful mention of the pernicious views and artifices of the 
Pruſſians, which are but too true; and he will: not all to 
profit of this counſel, Oc. 


Numb. XXV. 


Exiratt# of a Letier from the Sieur P unck 10 Count dt Bru 
Peterſburgh, OR. 20, 1755. 


What I can poſitively ſay, concerning the object of the 


deliberations of the laſt grand council, conſiſts in this: 


That in taking for their baſis the known reſult of the grand 
council at Moſcow, they have again laid it down as a funda- 
mental maxim for time to come, to oppoſe with all their 
forces the farther aggrandizement of the houſe of Branden- 
burgh, and for this purpoſe to put themſelves in ſo good a 
Poſture, that they may take advantage of the firſt opportu- 
nity that ſhall. offer; „and they are reſolved to attack the 
king of Pruſſia without any ulterior diſcuſſion, not only in 
the caſe of this prince's attacking any of the allies of this 
court; but this is likewiſe to take place, if the king of Pruſ- 
ſia mould be attacked by one of the ſaid allies of this court.” 


To 
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To this end, they will erect magazines for an hundred thoy. 
ſend men at Riga, Mittau, Liebau, and Windau; and they 


have. found for this ſervice a fund of two millions and a half 


of roubles, and another annual fund of a enn and a half 
to maintain 2 e 


Numb. XXVI. 


Extras of a Diſpatch from Count de Bruhl 20 Secrcrary Pr afſe ar 


Feiern June 2, . 5 5 


As to the ſecret n for tranſmitting to Peterſ. 


| burgh, by concealed means, advice of the Pruſſian machina- 


tions in the Ukraine, we are yet in ſearch of a good and ſafe 
channel; and they ſhall very ſoon perceive, in ſome ſhape or 
other, the effect of my perſonal inclination to ſecond ſo good, 
though ſomewhat Oy an intention. 


"Num XXVII. 


r f e ” a Letter from Count de Flemming i, 70 Count ae Bruhl, 


| by aa, Tous I7 $0.” 

Tam ker to add; that count it Keyſctliag tas beth en- 
joined, by the laſt reſcript, to ſpare neither pains nor money 
to come to an exact knowledge of the ſtate of the revenues of 
this court. It is likely that they want to be informed of it, in 
order to know exactly, whether this court can eafily ſupport, 
by its own funds, and without the aſſiſtance of England, the 
charges of a war; and whether it can beſides, turniſh fub- 
ſidies, Kc. 9. 0 854 


1 tbe fame, dated june 9. 


There i is reaſon to 1 that it has berg concerted be- 


tween the two Imperial courts of Vienna and Ruſſia, that the 
latter, the better to maſk the true reaſons af her armament, 
ſhould do it under the apparent pretext of thereby keeping 
herſelf in a condition to fulfil her engagements contracted in 
the laſt ſubſidiary convention with England, in caſe of need; 
and when all the preparations are finiſhed, ne to fall lud 
ben upon the king of Pruſſia, &c. | 


GEORGE IL. 
F rom the Jame, dated June 9. 


By the general and obſcure overtzres which a certain mini- 
ſter has made to the ſieur Praſſe, touching the armament of 
Ruſſia, and which your excellency has been pleaſed to com- 
municate to me by the ſaid diſpatch; 1 have remarked that 
that miniſter begins to grow more reſerved and myſterious 
about the intentions of his court. This reſerve ſeems to me 
contormable to that which is practiſed here, where they alſo 
only can give to underſtand, that they have no other deſign 
than to remain quiet, and prepare in the mean time againſt 
any event that may happen in the preſent junctures, &c. 


Numb. XXVII. 
Vienna, July 28, 1756. 


Letter from Count Flemming 10 Count de Bruhl. 


Monſieur, 


Monſieur Klingræff received laſt Saturday an expreſs from 
his court, 1n conſequence of which he ſent a note the next 
morning to count de Kaunitz, earneſtly entreating him to ap- 
point an hour for a conference with him. This note was de- 
livered to the chancellor of ſtate, juſt while he was in confe- 
rence. with the marſhals Neuperg and Brown, and general 
prince Piccolomini. And as he intended to wait upon the 
Empreſs-queen immediately after the conference, in order to 

make her a report thereof, he ſent word to M. Klingreff, that 
he was indeed obliged to go to Schenbrunn, but nevertheleſs 
he would be obliged to him if he would haſten to him that 
very inſtant ; which the Pruſſian miniſter did not fail to do. 
Count de 3 told me in confidence, at a converſation 1 
had with him yeſterday morning, that M. Klingræff, on his ac- 
coſting him, gave him to underſtand, with a certain embarraſſ- 
ment mixed with uneaſineſs, that he had juſt received an expreſs 
from his court, who brought him ſome orders, the contents of 
which he was to lay before the Empreſs-queen in perſon, and 
for this purpoſe he was enjoined to demand a private audience 
of her Imperial majeſty, which he deſired he would be pleaſ- 
ed to procure for him. That he, count Kaunitz, made an- 
ſwer, that being juſt ready to ſet out for Schœnbrunn, he 
willingly took upon him to demand the audience he deſired; 
but could not avoid letting him uncerſtand, that it was pro- 


per 
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per he ſhoutd-be enabled at leaſt, in general terms, to give 
the Empreis previous notice of the nature of the infinuations 
he had orders to make to her majeſty. Whereupon M. de 
Klingreff told him, that he was charged to demand amicably, 
and by way of eclairciſſement, in the name of the king his 
_ maſter, what was the tendency of the armaments and military 
preparations making here, and whether they might not, per. 
haps, concern him ; which, however, he could not imagine, 
as he did not know that he had given the leaſt occaſion for 
them. That he, Kaunitz, replied, that he could not juſt 
then make any anſwer to that overture ; that he would not 
fail to make a report thereof immediately to the Empreſs, and 
procure him the audience he requeſted : That, nevertheleſ:, 
he could not forbear telling him, that he was ſurprized at the 
explanation which the King his maſter requited concerning 
the meaſures taken in this country, ſeeing this court had ex- 
preſſed no uneaſineſs or umbrage at the great movements and 
preparations which had been previouſly obſerved in his army. 
This miniſter farther told me, That having ſet out imme- 
diately after for Scheenbrunn, he had reflected by the way 
on the anſwer he ſhould adviſe his fovereign to give M. Klin- 
græff; and having thought he perceived that the king of 
Pruſſia had two objects in view, which this court was deſirous 
equally to avoid, viz. to come to conferences and eclair- 
eiſſements, that might at firſt cauſe a ſuſpicion of the meaſures 
which they judged neceſſary to be continued vigorouily ; and 
ſecondly to lead matters further on, to other propoſitions 
and more eſſential engagements ; he had therefore judged 
that the anſwer ought to be of ſuch a nature as might en- 


tirely elude the king of Prufſia's queſtion ; and that, in J-av- 


ing no more room for further explanations, it ſhould at the 
ſame time be reſolute and polite, without being ſuſceptible of 
any interpretation either ſiniſter or favourable. That purſu- 
ant to this notion, it appeared to him ſufficient, that the Em- 
preſs ſhould content herſelf with ſimply anſwering, That in 
the violent general criſis Europe was now in, her duty and 
the dignity of her crown required her to take ſufficient mea- 
ſures for her own ſecurity as well as for the ſafety of her friends 
and allies.” That the Empreſs-queen had approved of this 
anſwer ; and to ſhew that the king of Pruſſia's ſtep and de- 
mand did not occaſion the leaſt embarraſſment here, her ma- 
jeſty immediately ordered the hour of M. Klingræff's audience 
to be fixed for the next day, which was the day before yeſter- 
day: and after hearing that miniſter's propoſition, juſt my 
1 2 
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kad imparted it the preceding day to count de Kaunitz, ſhe. 
had anſwered him preciſely in the terms abovementioned, 
and then ſuddenly broke off the audience with a nod, without 
entering into any further detail. It is certain that all Vienna, 
being then aſſembled in the Empreſs-queen's drawing-room, 
as it was a day of galla, faw M. Klingræff enter, and depart 
in a very few minutes, with an embarraſſed countenance, I 
have all theſe particulars from the mouth of count de Kau- 
nitz, who on this occaſion has talked to me with more open- 
neſs and confidence, than he had hitherto done, and even 
charged me to make uſe of them in my diſpatches to your 
excellency, but ſtill with the greateſt ſecrecy. 

It is fo much the leſs doubted that this anſwer, equally 
ſtrong and obſcure, will greatly puzzle the king of Pruſſia; 
and 'tis pretended here, that that prince muſt be under a great 
deal of uneaſineſs, and that he has already drawn three mil- 
lions of crowns out of his treaſury, for the charges of his pre- 
parations and augmentations. | | 

It is preſumed, and not without probability, that his de- 
ſign in the demand abovementioned was, that if he had been 
anſwered, that he himſelf had been the cauſe of the arma- 
ments made here, he would have endeavoured to clear him- 
ſelf of the charge, by alledging, in proof of his innocence, 
that for this very reaion he did not even form the camps 
which he has already traced - to exerciſe his ſoldiers, but had 
ordered the regiments to ſeparate ; perhaps imagining he 
ſhould lay this court under a neceſſity to follow his example 
by diſcontinuing likewiſe its preparations. However, I think, 
he will find it no eaſy matter to divert it from its deſign by 
ſuch illuſions as theſe. 

We have learned by an expreſs who arrived laſt Sunday 
from the count de Peubla, that notwithſtanding the feigned 
diſpoſitions of the king of Pruſſia, his troops ſtill continued 
fling off towards Sileſia. . Beſides, it is very eaſily underſtood 
that that prince, by the local poſition of his army, which he 
can aſſemble in as many weeks as it would require months 
to do the ſame here, on account of the diſtance of the places 
where the troops are quartered, has too viſible an advantage 
over this court, which he can put to ſuch great expences by 
long and continual marches, that they would at laſt become 
intolerable : I ſay, it is very readily underſtood, that it is 
neceſſary to purſue, without interruption, the meaſures alrea- 
dy begun, in order to put themſelves, in the preſent circum- 
ſtances, upon equal terms, and in a good condition; that the 

king 
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king of Pruſſia may be thereby obliged fo Keep up his ar. 
maments and the augmentations made, and to be 722 
which exceed his faculties, or waſte himſelf gradually; , 
elſe, in order to prevent this inconvenience, to take a * 
pitate reſolution; which, 1 think, is the very ſame thing ex. 
pected from him. 

The return of M. Klingræff's courier, which the ſaid Prince; 
no doubt, waits for with the utmoit impatience, will give us 
more light into his diſpoſitions. There is reaſon to believe, 
that if he thinks himſelf menaced, he will no longer delay 
coming to action, and preventing thoſe whom he dreads, in 
order to take advantage of the ſituation in which this court 
will be till the end of the month of Auguſt, which is the term 
when all the troops are to be aſſembled. But, on the other 
hand, if he remains quiet, he may be perſuaded that he will 
not be moleſted or atteſted, ar leaſt not this year. However, 
from all the obſervations I make, I cannot but imagine, that 
this court mult be very ſure of the friendſhip and attachment 
of Ruſſia, And this ſeems to me to be farther confirmed by 
a letter of the 6 D. c. from M. Swart, the Dutch miniſter at 
Peterſburgh, to M. de Burmannia, wherein he writes among 
other things, that the French emiſſary; the chev alier Douglas, 
gained ground every day. 

As this cannot fail of producing an alteration in the old 
ſyſtem of Ruſſia, it does not appear ſurpriſing that the high- 
chancellor count Beſtucheff, agreeably to what your excellency 
did me the honour to write to me in your laſt diſpatch, has 
reſolved to retire into the country, under the pretext of re- 
covering his health, and to withdraw awhile from public buſi- 


neſs; as he may be willing to wait what turn affairs may 


take, and perhaps foreſees that the hour is at hand, ſince the 
whole ſeems to depend on the king of Pruſſia's reſolution; 
it being certain, that if he remains quiet, the court of Vienna 
will not begin to act neither, at leaſt this year: but ſhe will 
endeavour, during that interval, to finiſh her preparations, 
that ſhe may the next year be in a ſituation to take a courſc 
fuitable to the circumſtances and events which time may 
produce. f 

This confirms 'me more and more in the opinion «Which! 


' ventured to take the, liberty to communicate to your excel. 


lency in my former letters, that our court has no ſurer means 
to profit by the preſent conjunctures, which, perhaps, never 


were ſo favourable during the reign of our auguſt maſter, than 
by putting itſelf in a good poſture, to the end that its con- 
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kurrence may be.courted. A friend of mine, who pretends 
to have his information from one of the clerks of the treaſury, 
aſſures me, that this court has remitted a million of florins 
to Ruſſia. 2 | . 

Count de Kaunitz has told me, that the advices which yout 
excellency had conveyed to him of reports ſpread dy the king 
of Pruſſia, concerning alliances to be made between him and 
us, as alſo with Ruſſia; and, moreover, that this court was 
taking upon her to mediate between France and England; 
has already been ſent to him by other hands, and conſequent- 
ly deſerved the more attention, as well as to be contradicted ; 
which the Empreſs-queen's miniſters at the courts of Europe 
would accordingly be ordered to do. This chancellor of ſtate 
further told me, there was advice, that the king of Pruſſia 
had an intention to ſurprize the city of Stralſund in Swe- 
diſh Pomerania; and that, if this proved true, it was_likely 
to be in conſequence of the plot lately diſcovered at Stock- 
holm. 

If your excellency has an opportunity t6 make inſinuations 
with ſafety at the court of London, you might perhaps do it 
ſome ſervice by apprizing it of the danyer into which it 
has been led by thoſe who now have the greateſt influence 
there. 

It will be a hard tafk for that court to get out of the diſ- 
treſs, which ſhe has plunged herſelf into; and if ſhe does 
not detach herſelf from the king of Pruſſia, by making her 
peace with France on the beſt conditions that can be had, the 
latter will go on from ſucceſs to fucceſs, and from one pro- 
ject to another, which in the long-run may Lone: fatal to 
the houſe of Hanover. 

I beg it as a favour of your excellency, that you would not 
deſcend to particulars with M. de Broglie about any thing L 
have the honour to write to your excellency ; becauſe that 
ambaſſador holds a correſpondenee with M. d'Aubeterre, who 
has told me with ſome ſurprize, that the count de Broglie 
was fully perſuaded, that miſchief was intended againſt 
the king of Pruſſia, and even accuſed him of diſtruſt and 
too much reſerve GY the defi igns of the court of 
Vienna. | 

The marquis G Aubeterre having long ſolicited permiſſion 
to abſent himſelf from his poſt for a tew months, in order 
to attend his family affairs, which require * W at 
Paris, has at laſt obtained his requeſt, 


Numb, 2a, 83 | General 
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General Karoli, and not general Nadaſti, as was thought, 
has Juſt been declared bann of Croatia. | 
I have the honour to be, &. 
C. Flemaiing, 


N umb. XXIX. 
Dreſden, July 6, 1751. 
To Cont te Pletheakih at Vienna, | 
1 take the opportunity of the departure of a courier, ſent 
by count de Sternberg to his court, with the advices which 


the count de Puebla bas lately communicated to him, con- 
cerhiog the mighty warlike preparations of the king of Pruf. 


| ſia, which ſeem to threaten more and more a rupture on his 
Part. 


Your excellency cannot fail of being more particularly and 
ſpecially informed of theſe advices and dangerous appear- 


ances, by the miniſtry of their Imperial majeſties, and I con- 


tent myſelf with tranſmitting to you the annexed extract of 
the laſt letter from M. de Bulow, who mentions the ſame 
appfehenſions. Having joſt been diſcourſing in confidence 
on this ſubje& with count de Sternberg, I am to authoriſe you, 
to confer on an objeR ſo intereſting to both courts, with the 
miniſtry of that court where you reſide ;, to make them ſen- 
ſible of the difficulties and dangers to which we ſhould be ex- 
poſed, by the paſſage of a Pruſſian army. through Saxony, 
which our ſituation would no way permit us to oppoſe, or 
perhaps by ſome. ulterior and more ſignificative propoſition 
and demand, which his Pruſſian majeſty might make on that 
occaſion ; and to engage them to open their mind to us with 
the utmoſt confidence, in regard to the meaſures they.intend 
to purkue, in order to preſerve themſelves from an unjuſt at- 


tack, and at the ſame time to cover and protect the domini- 


nions of the king our maſter, which are again menaced thro 
our faithful attachment to our allies. .. 

1 anſwer the.l laſt intent, it would no doubt be neceſſary 
| to afſemble forthwith a ſufficient. army in the circles of Bohe- 
mia that are neareſt to our frontiers ; and it would be equally 
uſeful to the two courts, if her majeſty the Empreſs- queen 
would be pleaſed to order field-marſhal; Brown; to communi- 


cate and concert matters, at all events, and with the proper 


caution and ſecrecy, with our, field. marſha}, count; Rutowſki, 
whom the king has already author iſed for this purpoſe. 


Being 
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Being perſuaded that the court of Vienna finds her own ac- 
count in our ſafety and preſervation, I have explained myſclf 
on all- this more at large with the count de Sternberg, who 
will not fail to give an exact account theredf by the ſame 
courier; and for the reſt, I can depend on your penetra- 
tion, zeal, and addreſs, which diſpenſe with my adding here 
all the reflections and eſſential motives, ſuitable to this criti- 
cal ſituation, and agreeable to the connections ſubſiſting be- 
tween the two courts. 

[ only entreat your excellency to haſten, as much as poſ- 
fible, the eclairciſſements you may have to ſend me. 

| 1 am, &Cc, 
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ANSWERS of the Court of Vienna, 


TO THE 


| PRUSSIAN Declarations, circular Re- 


ſcripts, and Memorials. 


One thing remains to be cleared up; this is the 
great myſtery which the king of Pruſſia thought proper to re- 


veal to the public, with a view of juſtifying his precipitant 


meaſures in infracting the peace. 

The ſpoils of the ſecret cabinet of Dreſden are to afford 
him the materials, and to ſupply the want of true motives for 
his antecedent invaſion. 

In civil and private affairs it is, indeed, true, that no judge 
would admit of things, violently taken from the- party ac- 
cuſed, as a legal and good evidence. In political affairs, we 
have not yet had any ſuch inſtance which might be imitated 
without prejudice to the Jaw of nations. 

But whatever theſe proceedings, ſo violent and never ver 
of, may come to, the intentions of Pruſſia cannot obtain 
their end by them. There is firſt the chief and moſt mate- 
rial queſtion : ** Do theſe pieces of correſpondence, fo taken 
and then publiſhed in the Pruſſian memorial, actually and 
really exiſt? And if they do, are their contents truly the 
ſame as related? And, ſuppoſe them to be originals, are 
they not falſe and ſuppoſititious ? ? 

Theſe pretended originals are communicated only by way 


of extracts not duly connected; hence there remains a ſul- | 


picion; that ſuch paſſages as did not ſuit the publiſher of 
chem, were purpoſely left out, or at leaſt ———_ by ſome 
able hand. 

Such, and many other reaſonable doubts could be made, 
ana this alone is enough to prevent an eaſy belief. It is 
matter of ſurprize to ſee theſe pieces obtruded upon the pub- 
lic, from which it was expected that every body would blincly 
truſt the Pruffian compiler to believe them, without exami- 
ning the „ | Th 
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The contents of the memorial, when duly examined, mani- 
feſtly tend to miſlead an inadvertent reader by the miſinter- 
pretations of thoſe pieces, called Juſtifying Proofs, which ſhew 
the vefy contrary of what the Pruſſian court affects to have 
found therein, It is, indeed, hard to find out a reaſon, 
why they were publiſhed; there being many things, which 
the rules of policy ought to have induced the court of Berlin 
to conceal. | | . 

Directly in the preamble of the ſaid memorial its author has 
committed a manifeſt blunder by annexing the add, or as he 
ſtiles it, The Treaty of Partition, which, indeed, was entered 
into by his Poliſh majeſty, as elector of Saxony, the 18th of 
May, 1745, during the late war; and forgetting at the ſame 

, time, or wilfully omitting, the union project, delivered to his 
Poliſh majeſty by count Harrach, after the concluſion of the 
peace of Dreſden : though he is endeavouring to found his 
whole reaſoning upon the renewal of the ſaid ad of the year 
1745, Which is contained therein, HE | 
However, the reaſon of this artful concealment is not diffi- 
cult to be gueſſed at. He ſaw that, by the ſketch thereof, 


4 there would appear the moſt ſincere reſolutions, faithfully and / 

4 religiouſly to obſerve the reiterated eoneluſion of the treaty of j 

* peace, ratified by both parties, which was made the prelimi- | 

= nary article to this anion- project. The reſt contained two pro- ; 

_ viſions, one for time of peace, and the other for a future time 1 

* of war. Concerning the firſt, it was ſtipulated tbat every 

5 thing ſhould go on according to that quite innocent treaty of 

a the 2oth of December, 1743, and the ad of the 13th of — 
on May, 1744 3 fo that it was impoſſible to make any objections = 
hs againſt it, In the article concerning a future time of war, | 

2 proper care was taken, for fear of any miſre preſentation, and 


therefore the following words were made uſe of: But if, 
ry votwithſtanding the management to be obſerved by the two 
bal. contracting parties towards Pruſſia, and the ſincerity and 
4 faith in fulfilling the treaties concluded, a new interruption 
of the peace eſtabliſhed the 25th of December of laſt year, 
ſhould, on the other hand, be taken, and conſequently, . 
hy fame circumflances, as they auere before the concluſion of this double 
is 2 Peace, lay the parties, accoraing to all the laws both aivine and hu- 
,ub- nan, ander the ſame obligation towards each other; in Juch a caſe, 
ndly but neither before, or otherwiſe, all ſhall be efteemiedjugiſeren, 
21 and compromiſed, what the ſecret convention, ſigned Dreſden, A- 
pril 29th, and Vienna, May 34, 1745, is capable of.” | 
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Who but the author of the above memorial, could look up. 


on ſuch propoſals as of an extraordinary nature ? According 


to the difference of times, different former conventions are 
propoſed to be renewed ; and the meaſures to be taken in a 


future time of war, are not to bind, nor take effect, un- 


til, according to all the laaus, both divine yy human, the parties 
were no more bound to peace; and the full right of ſuch 
treaties ſhould not before be entered upon, or avail, 

This was the project, and ſo it remained, as appears, a- 
mong other things, from the anſwer of count Bruhl to count 
Flemming's letter, containing the intimation of count Uhle. 
feld, dated March 8th, 1753, and inſerted among the Pruſ- 
ſian Juſtifying Proofs, Numb. XIII. where ſome other con- 
ventional propoſitions are mentioned, to which count Bruhl 


made this anſwer: I am previouſly of opinion, that what 


was promiſed us in the declaration of May 39, 1745, might - 
ſerve for the baſis.” 


The abuſe made of this firſt allegation by the Pruſſian 


court, will be a pattern to judge of the reſt. 

Two manifeſt falſities betray themſelves in a particular 
manner in the allegation of two letters, Numb. XV. and 
XVI; one was written by Mr. Weingarten, the ambafſador's 
ſecretary, and directed. to count Ublefeld at Vienna: the 


other is a letter of count Bernes to the Emprels- queen's mi- 


niſter at Berlin. It is neither probable or comprehenſible 
that ſuch originals could ever have happened to be put up in 


rae ſecret cabinet of Dreſden. However, ſuppoſe them to 


be originals, the firſt of theſe letters does not contain any 
thing prejudicial, but only the truth, concerning the conti- 
nual military preparations of Pruſſia. The ſecond letter are 
private thoughts of a miniſter, which his court, on recogni- 
zance, never would have approved of, but rather cenſured 
them with indignation. 

The caſe of her majeſty the empreſs· queen was very diffe- 
rent from that of the king of Pruſſia: the continual danger 
of an attack ſhe was in, fince the peace of Dreſden, was 3 
real concern. The experience of repeated infractions of the 
peace, committed by Pruſſia, and followed within a few years 
one by another, left no room to the court of Vienna to expect 


mother fate: for the king of Pruſſia was continually arming 


Kim; d augmenting his forces; though the peace was 
bur laffly concluded, and no probability of any danger.;' the 


houſe of Auſtria being engaged in another war, Ruflia at 2 
oreat 
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oreat diſtance, and Saxony too weak for any enterprize; but 
pruſſia was ſo ſerious in its preparations, as made it hard to 1 
diſtinguiſh. a time of peace and à time of actual war from 
each other, 

Adding the notorious turbulent temper of the preſent view | 
his continual intrigues with foreign courts, his contraven- 
tions, his raiſing diſputes among his neighbours; nothing | 
could be expected but that he would play his game again the i 
firſt opportunity, and unexpectedly interrupt the molt tolemn _ ö 
treaties of peace; by which it would appear, that he only | 4 
had made peace in order to prepare for another war with re- ; 
newed ſtrength. - 5 : a 

The Imperial court of Ruſſia has no leſs intereſt in the i 
ſupport of the houſe of Auſtria, than this houſe in the un- > 
diſturbed tranquility of the Ruſſian monarchy, and both 
courts in the defence of the republic of Poland againſt the 
aggrandiziog views of Pruſſia, and its intermeddling with 
the domeſtic affairs of this kingdom, Therefore no better 
method could be taken to provide for the common welfare | 

and future- ſaſety, than the union of the two courts, which | 
was effected by the treaty of 1746, obliging each other to 
unite their ſtrength for ſetting proper bounds to the over- 
grown power of Pruffia, if this king, not ſatisfied with the 
conſiderable acquiſitions he had made, ſhould again proceed 
to ſome hoſtilities againſt either of the contracting N 
or the republic of Poland, their ally. f 

Theſe are the contents, and the view of the fourth ſecret = 1 
article of this defenſive treaty of friendſhip, concluded at Pe- 
terſpourg, 1746, to which the Pruſſian memorial was endea- 7 
vouring to give a falſe colour, by pretending it to be ofen- | 
ſeve. 

How was it poſſible, in any convention, to ole plainer 
terms, or more binding expreſſions, than were made uſe of in 
this very article? The parties obliging each other to obſerve 
religiouſly the peace concluded at Dreſden with the king of 
Pruſſia in every particular, and irrevocably to continue the j 
renunciation and ceſſion of Sileſia and Glatz, without hav- | 
ing any regreſs to the rights ſo renounced, until it ſhould hap- | 
pen that the. king of Pruſſia. himſelf, by attacking firſt Auſtria, 
Ruſſia, or the republic of Poland, ſhould make ſuch a caſe to exiſt. N 

The king of Pruſſia therefore had no reaſon to take um- ö 
brage at this article; the regreſs to the rights upon Sileſia | | 
and Glatz being only caſual; for it was in his power, by 2 
only omitting hoſtilities, to make it void and ineffectual.— 
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The fourth ſecret article of this convention between the twg 
Imperial courts, is a convincing proof that their motives an 
views, from the beginning, ahd ten years after, were no 
more than to procure a ſufficient ſecurity againſt the dange. 
rous neighbourhood of Pruſſia, and to agree before. hand 
upon proper meaſures to be taken for mainfaining the gene- 
ral repoſe, including the republic of Poland, as an ally to 
both parties by compacts. The far-fetched Pruffian induc- 
tions and idle infinuations of an offenſive deſign, are there- 
fore to be looked upon as entirely defeated by the nature of 
the abovementioned ſecret article, and its literal ſenſe. 

But ſuppoſe the engagements of the two courts by the 
treaty of Peterſburg, for obtaining this ſalutary end, had 
been to ſend ſome ſuccours, without entering previouſly into 
a cloſe union to ſtand with their united force againſt the ori- 
ginal diſturber of the peace, would not ſuch meaſures have 
proved inſufficient, and the execution thereof very dange- 


Tous, or even impoſſible? For the ſtipulated ſuccours of 


60,000 men could not have been ſent to ſuch diſtant provinces 


without weakening the ſecurity of frontiers. 


The peaceable intentions of the two courts required ng 
more than mutual engagements conditionally entered upon, 
in caſe Pruſha ſhould make the firſt attack, and again diſturb 
the common peace; which, doubtleſs, is a real and true mark 
to diſtinguiſh de/2nſrve from offinſive alliances. 

But the Pruſſian writers go a great deal farther, and endea- 
vour to perſuade the public, that a prince is authorized to in- 


vade his neighbour, only upon a probability and ſuſpicion 


of being in danger to be attacked. If it be ſo, how can they 
maintain, that the Empreſs-queen could, or ouzht not to 
have taken meaſures by a treaty with Ruſſia, againſt a tur- 
bulent neignbour, who broke the peace three or four times, 
unprovoked by the houſe of Auſtria, and its allies? Self- 
preſervation, which is founded on the principles of the law 

of nature, preſcribes this rule, “ That one ought to be the 
more circumſpect and careful in providing ſufficient means, 
the greater the power is of a diſturber, in order to oppoſe 


| effeftually bis deſigns,” 


Any power is authorized, beyond controverſy, to convene 
with other powers for preſerving the general tranquility ; a 
and no one can juſtly take offence at, or look upon it as a 
derogation from his rights. There may be ſeveral circum- 
ſtances which require, according to the laws of ſociety, that 
fome number of them ſhould join hands for this purpoſe. 2 
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this Would be neglected, and a diſturber be ſure of never 
Joſing» but keeping what he has, or what was ceded to him 


for the ſake of peace, or of increaſing his poſſeſſions to ag- 


ndize himſelf at the expence of his neighbours, there 
would be no living i in this world i in peace and ſafety for any 
ſtate. 

We may remember the famous quadruple alliance eonclud- 
ed, with general approbation, in the year 1718, which per- 
fectly agrees with our principles abovementioned, The ſe- 
venth article, and the third ſecret article, as alſo the ſecond 
article of the acceſſion- act of the States-General, February 20, 


1732, are particularly to be taken notice of. This alliance 


being made ſolely for the maintenance of public tranquillity, 


-will be a ſufficient and convincing proof that the two maritime 


powers, in caſe of an attack, have engaged themſelves to a 
great deal more towards Auſtria, than Ruſſia has done in the 
fourth ſecret article of the treaty of Peterſburg. The article 
laſt mentioned of this quadruple alliance, i is compriſed in the 
following | formal expreſſions ; ** But in cafe the auxiliaries 
abovementioned ſhould be found inſufficient, in regard to the 
impendent neceſſity, then the contracting parties ſhall, with- 
out delay, agree to a more ample ſupply, and be bound, in 
order to repel the force of the enemy, and to procure ſatis- 
faction, reparation, and full ſecurity to the party offended, to 
aſſiſt, if neceſſity ſhould require it, their ally with all their. 
forces, and declare war againſt the aggreſſor.” Theſe laſt 
words, undoubtedly, imply all the effects of a declared war 


on the part of the —— powers. 


The king of Pruſſia therefore ought not to have taken of⸗ 
fence at the ſecret article of the treaty of Peterſburg ; for the 
two contracting parties would never have had it in their power 


to make uſe of it for the recovery of Sileſia, as long as the 


king of Pruſſia had had ſo much power over himſelf as to en- 
Joy the advantages ſecured to him by the treaty” of Dreſden, 
io peace and quiet; eſpecially as in the ſame place where 
this article makes mention of the Pruſſian hoſtilities, theſe 
remarkable words are added; . in caſe his majeſty the king 


of Pruſſia ſhould, contrary to expectation, and againſt our 


common wiſhes, firſt recede from that peace.” 

And again the following condition, expreſſed in the ſtrong- 
eſt terms poſſible, That the two contracting parties ſhould 
do their utmoſt to prevent it.” And again theſe words, 
* That ſuch meaſures ſhould only then, but not before, take 


place, when their peaceable endeavours were fruſtrated.” 
F | -_— 


473 


HISTORY or: ENGLAND. 


Was there ever taken more care to avoid. even a mere 
dow of offence ? And yet the Pruſſian Ae in oo he 
tion of the- copduet of the King, makes bold. to interpret 


that which was intended to prevent any ſuſpicion of np of. 
 fenfive alliance, às a formal plan of an affenhve convention 


| tending to diſpoſſeſs the king of Pruſſia of Sileſia.— 


The. g 0 Spxony has hithefta had the ſame reaſons 


35. the .hopſe,0 7 1 0 and more too, to be on its guard 


59 80 th e utmoſt , caution, on account of the dangerous Pruf. | 


n neig hbourhood ; and, in conſequence thereof, to long 
for; aid = deliverance, It was however obliged, on account 
of its ſituation and inferior ſtrength, to keep ſcrupulouſly 
and with the utmoſt care, within the bounds of reſpe&. 


The Pruſſian court, at preſent, accuſes the court of Saxo - 
ny, from its own ſecret papers, of no more than an inclina. 


tion and deſi ign to accede to the meaſures of Auſtria and Rul⸗ 
ſia, and this only i in caſe of a Pruſſian rupture. But it ap- 
pears very plainly that the fact, i. e. the actual acceſſion, did 
not follow. Witneſs all the pretended Juſtifying Proofs, and 


the Memorial itſelf, which does not deny the truth in this 


reſpect. 


It is granted, that the court of Berlin could not poſſibly 
expect any other reſolutions from the court of Saxony, con- 


ſidering the unneighbourly manner and oppreſſions, both in 
regard to commerce and other provincial affairs, Saxony ſuf- 
fered from Pruſſia ſince the Jate peace. It is no wonder, 
when ſuch a conduct has grieved the Saxon miniſters to their 
heart, and made them ſpeak more freely to others about i it ; 


yet the court ought not to be made reſponſible for it, nor the 


whole country treated cruelly, the effect of which may be 


felt for a whole century. 
The king af Pruſſia, who makes this his motive for his 


preſent unwarrantable procedures againſt Saxony. betrays 


thereby his exceſſive pride; for he ſeems to imagine himſelf 
the monarch againſt whom all the powers make themſelves 

vilty of treaſop, and the moſt abominable conſpiracies, as 
—— as they entertain hut a thought of refuſing the yoke of 
Pruflian ſuperiority, or preſuming . to withdraw themſelves 
from his puniſhing rod.. 

If a mere intention to oppoſe unnatural violences is a ſuf- 
ficient charge againſt the eleQoral houſe of Saxony, what 
can the world judge of ſuch deſigns as never, to this time, 


tended to prevent violences, but to act arbitrarily _ 
| Other 
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other powers, and to oppreſs all the phos Such are 
the facts too often committed by Pruſſia. 
The electoral court of Saxony would not find it a difficult | 


ſet 

. matter to expdſe to the whole world the falſity of the accu- 
* ſations, which Pruſſia ſo much endeavours to demonſtrate 
< from its pretended Juſtifying Proofs, and to confront the idle 
pw interpreter, of them; for, indeed, the pretences ſo much 
rd | boaſted of, cannot, upon a cloſer compariſon of the circums- - 
. ſtances, have any great weight with the unprejudiced reader. 
8 For inſtance, what hoſtile deſigns can be gathered from 
as the two ſentiments. of the privy council to his majeſty the 
y king of Poland and elector of Saxony, annexed, by way of 
2 extract, to the Pruſſian Memorial, Numb. VI. and VII, The 
N. firſt of theſe ſentiments contains not a word of their looking 
3 upon the fourth ſecret artiele of the treaty of Petersburg, as 
; an offenſive convention: they only ſay, that upon a future 


6 exiſtence of the caſe of covenant, all the contracting and ac- 
} | = 
ceding parties were to be regarded as belligerant parties; 
f which according to the above true principles, and frequent 
5 examples, is not againſt the nature of a defenſive alliance. 
The ſecond ſentiment takes only notice of what the king of 
Pruſſia, according to his own way of thinking, might fay, 
and how he would take and miſapply the matter. | 
Mott of the other allegations are to this purport: That 
the electoral court of Saxony would direct its meaſures ac- 
cording to future events, waiting firſt a Pruſſian attack and 
ſubſequent diverſion to be made by its allies. There is not 
found any trace, to diſcover by, ſome real concert reſembling 
offenſive meaſures, that were taken in conjunction with the 
courts of Vienna and Petersburg, previous to the Pruſſian in- 
vaſion of Saxony; though this court is accuſed of ſuch by 
Pruſſia, The hopes of the Saxon court were fixed only on 
future events, which appears by the letter of count Bruhl, 
inſerted in the Pruſſian Memorial, dated but a ſhort time be- 
fore hoſtilities were commenced, vx. the 18th of July, His 
words are theſe; Neither do I deſpair, but we may be able 
to avail ourſelves of ſuch favourable events, as will, per- 
* haps, occur hereafter. ?“ 
Allegations of this kind are quite oppoſite to the pretexts 
of Pruſſia, and clearly prove that no defenſive, much leſs of- 
fenſive meaſures, were then concerted with the court of Dreſ- 
den, though it was then time to enter r them yy the 


*pproaching enemy. | 
I. 
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It likewiſe appears by Numb. XIX. that the armaments 
of Pruſſia have begun to be extraordinary as early as in the 
year 1754; which is confirmed by Numb. XX. siving 
an account of the raiſing of voy new Pruſſian regi- 
ments, 

The letters of count Flemming to count Brubl, Namb. 
XXVII. and XXVIII. contain ſo many ſenſible confidera. 
tions on the nature of affairs, as they ſtood then, but a ſhort 
time before the Pruſſian invaſion, that it is hard to compre. 


hend the reaſons that could induce the court of Berlin to 


make them public. The anſwers given by the court of Vi- 


enna to the demands of Pruſſia, make part of theſe letters, 
which are in ſubſtance, © That the court of Vienna had no 


other view than to keep peace, but was obliged to prepare 
e againſt all events.” And again. That this court had no 
« deſign for war, but would not be wanting to prepare for 
« its own defence; and that it could not. enter upon any 
« farther declarations to its own prejudice.” Again, © Thar 
« the king of Pruſſia ſhould not be attacked at leaſt this : aqab 
ce provided he remained quiet,” 6. 

The reſt of all theſe letters, and the canialiides concern. 
ing future events, are miniſterial ſentiments, which do not 


determine any thing, much leſs advance any convincing proof 


of a reſolution being taken, previous to the Pruſſian invaſion, 
to change the defenſive treaty with Ruſſia into an offenſive 
alliance, which, according to the above principles, the par- 
ties would have been fully authoriſed to do. 

It is but the fancy of Pruſſia, that bare letters and the ſen- 
timents of a foreign miniſter can be taken for proofs, in op- 
poſition to the plaineſt declarations given * the court itſelf, 


where ſuch a miniſter reſides. 


But the court of Vienna did not find proper to make a new 
declaration in compliance with the Pruſſian diQates, after a 
ſufficient anſwer was given already to the firſt demand. The 
reaſon was this: the truce propoſed for two years ſuppoſed 
an actual war and real offenſive circumſtances, or offenſive 
meaſures agreed upon by the two emprefſes, which this court 
could not, againſt truth, and the aſſurances already given, 
allow to be the caſe; and becauſe the obligations by the 
peace of Dien would, in conſequence of ſuch a declaration, 


have been void. 


As for the court of Yienna in particular, the Pruſſians 
might have ſpared themſelves the — of ſtretching forth 
4 their 
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open of the royal cabinet in a neutral country and co eſtate 
of the Empire. This court never had a mind to deny its 
diſtruſt in regard to the king of Pruſſia, or to diſguiſe its de- 
ſigns by giving a cloſe attention to the continued armaments 


and unwarrantable violences committed on all ſides: nor 


could this court be frightened by a Pruſſian aggreſſion, or 
deterred from its defenfive meaſures by any threats and arti- 
fices. There have been taken, ſince the late breach, the 


moſt effectual meaſures, in order to make the author of the 


preſent troubles repent of his open injuſtice, violences, and 
raſh perfidy. 

Theſe general anſwers to the Pruſſian pieces are thought 
ſufficient ; there being nothing found therein but a heap of 
uſeleſs and odious repetitions of tne ſame figment. The far- 
fetched accuſations about things not belonging to the ſubject, 
cannot be called real charges, but Pruſſian calumnies. The 
ſubtleries of arguing, and other ſcholaſtic ſtuff about the dif- 
ference between offenſive and defenſive wars, are not worth a 
reply, as long as the aggreſſor cannot make good by convinc- 
ing proofs, but only by idle affertions and tales ſo often con- 
tradicted, his falſe fuppoſiion, «© That Auſtria made the firſt 
preparations for "war, and h with Ruſſia and Saxony 
upon offenſive meaſures.” 

But ſince a proof, fo contrary to mani truth, cannot 
poſſibly be expected, it alſo muſt not be expetted on our 
part, that we ſhould enter upon the particulars of the late 
Pruſſian impreſlions intended to confute the reply of the court 
of Vienna to the Pruſſian declaration, and to claim the gua- 
rantee of the empire for its diſturber. The public cannot 
have been much edified by the regard due to crowned heads 
which they boaſt of, nor diſcovered any thing very material 
that could be deemed a pattern, (except for affronting) : her 
majeſty the empreſs-queen can be very eaſy in regard to her 
co-eftates, there being no reaſon of their odium towards her 


for any violences, or dangerous deſigns againſt their liber- 


ties and ancient rights, 
As for Mr. Weingarten the younger, it is enough to ac- 
quaint here the public with one particular circumſtance, 


which, as for truth, may be depended upon. He has, for 
near two years, had a Pruthan penſion, which was paid to 


him by the fieur Eichel, privy counſellor to the king; and 
the king himſelf has twice entered upon ſome diſcourſe with 
kim, 


their hands to unlawful means, and the violent breaking 
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kim. From this the impartial public will judge what ought 
| to be thought of the Pruſſian Excuſe and Cabinet - order con. 
> 1 ceived i in uncommonly polite terms; and whether it is not 
probable that this gentleman is till ſecreted ſomewhere by 
the king of Pruſſia. His perſon and n have often been 
_ demanded, but without effect. 
| Finally, it appears very plain that no tranquility this Eu- 
; rope, nor any ſecurity for the Empire, or its ſtates, of what 
religion ſoever, is to be hoped for, as long as the king of 
Pruſſia can, with ſucceſs, commit violences after violences, 
deſtroy whole provinces, and break through the moſt ſolemn 
_ treaties of peace, at his 4 5 | Fi 
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